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It ^vas originally my intention that this compilation 
should consist of only three volumes, bnt herc, hoNx- 
ever, is the fourth, which, notwithstanding every desire 
to compress the whole matter into the smallest pos- 
sible space and to close the undertaking, only reaehes 
to the autumn of 1837, including the affairs of St. 
Denis, St. Charles, and Moore’s Corner, extinguish- 
ing the Rebellion, of that year. South of tlm St. Law - 
rence. That of St. Eustachc, with its incidents, and 
the events of the three following years, with a eopi- 
ous Appendix of very interesting papers, for the most 
part not hitherto published, will constitute the fifth 
and final volume. The number and length of the 
various parliamentary, official, and other public docu- 
ments and records, necessary to the right and ful ■ 
understanding of affairs, and which, as such, cou ( 
not with propriety be omitted, have distended the 
work to its present overgrown bulk. I am very 
sensible that the perusal of a large portion ot it will 
be found dry and heavy, if not absolutely a penance, 
to the reader who will have the courage to under- 
take it, and consequently little relished by most 
readers, particularly those already acquainted with 
the matters related. But it is to be remembered 
always, that the principal object of this work is 
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Chap. There was now in petitions and complaints from 
Canada to the government at home matter to cn- 

1834. gage again the attention of the Imperial Parliament^ 
and to it, accordingly, the petitions were referred. 

On the 15th April, Mr. Roebuck moved in the 
House of Commons for “ the appointment of a com- 
mittee to enquire into the means of remedying the 
evils which exist in the form of the government 
now existing in Upper and Lower Canada.” This 
however, he withdrew, on a motion in amendment 
by Mr. Stanley, the Colonial Minister, for “ a select 
committee to enquire into and report to the House 
how far the grievances complained of in the year 
1828, on the part of certain inhabitants of Lower 
Canada have been redressed, and the recommenda- 
tions of the committee of this House which sat there- 
upon have been complied with on the part of His 
Majesty’s Government; and to inquire into the mat- 
ter of certain other grievances not then brought 
under the consideration of this House, but now set 
forth in resolutions of the House of Assembly of 
Lower Canada in the present session, and to report 
their .opinion thereon to the House.” 

]Mr. Secretary Stanley, in handing in to the 
Speaker the names of those whom he intended should 
constitute his committee, observed that he had in- 
cluded the names of the gentlemen who, being mem- 
bers of the House in 1828, had been of the Canada 
Committee. Mr. Hume’s name having been included, 
he begged it might be withdrawn, being already on 
several committees requiring his whole attention, 
and his request was granted.* To this committee 



* The committee consisted of : Mr. Secretary Stanley, Mr. Roe- 
buck, Mr. F. Lewis, Mr. W. Wynne, Mr. E. Dennison, Mr. Lock, 
Mr. Fazakerly, Lord London, Mr. Labouchere, Sir J. Graham, Mr. 
Goulburn, Lord Howick, Mr. A. Baring, Mr. Ellice, Mr. E. Stewart, 
Mr. Oliphant, Mr. Robinson, Mr. O’Connell, Mr. R. Grant, Sir M. 
Ridley, Mr. B. Carter, Sir H. Hardinge, Mr. H. L. Bulwer, Mr. 
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the various petitions and documents relating to Ca- Chap, 
nadian grievances were referred. They accordingly 
went to work with the same attention and assiduity 
that had characterised the former committee, exa- 
mining several persons then in England from Canada, 
calling also for the official correspondence between 
the home and colonial governments. After an at- 
tentive investigation, the committee reported on the 
3d of July, as follows: — 

The select committee have, pursuant to the order 
of the House, examined the matters to them referred 
and agreed to the following report : — 

Your committee have taken into their serious 
consideration the matters referred to them on the 
subject of the affairs of Lower Canada. 

“ Your committee have examined several witnesses 
on these matters. They have also considered atten- 
tively the despatches and letters which have passed 
between the Colonial Office and the Governor of the 
Province since the year 1828, which correspondence 
has been laid before them without the least reserve. 

Y^our committee considered it their duty to de- 
clare their opinion, that a most earnest anxiety has ex- 
isted on the part of the home government to carry into 
execution the suggestions of the select committee of 
1828 ; and tliat the endeavours of the government 
to that end have been unremitting, and guided by 
the desire, in all cases, to promote the interests of 
the colony ; and your committee have observed with 
much satisfaction, that in several important particu- 
lars their endeavours have been successful. It is, 
however, with deep regret that your committee per- 
ceive that in others they have not been attended 
with that success which might have been antici- 
pated ; heats and animosities having unfortunately 

Warre, Sir C. G-rej, Mr. Warburton, Mr. P. Stewart, aud Mr. 
Romilly. Power to send for persons, papers and records : five to 
be the quonun. 
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Chap, arisen, and differences continuing to ])revail between 
the brandies of the Colonial Legislature, as lyell as 
between the House of Asseinblv and His Majesty’s 
government ; those unhappy differences appear to 
your committee no less calculated to check the pro- 
gress of improvement in one of the most important 
of our colonial possessions, than to effect most inju- 
riously the interest of the British empire. 

“ Your committee believe that they will best dis- 
charge their duty by withholding any further opinion 
on the points still in dispute. 

‘‘ It has appeared to them tliat some mutual mis- 
conceptions have prevailed, and when your com- 
mittee consider the extreme importance that a per- 
fect reconciliation of these diflfercnces should take 
place, they express their earnest hope that these 
misconceptions being removed, many of the present 
difficulties will no longer exist, or will be amicably 
adjusted. 

“ Y"our committee are also induced to take this 
course, by their persuasion that the practical mea- 
sures for the future administration of Lower Canada 
may best be left to the mature consideration of the 
government, responsible for their adoption and exe- 
cution. 

“ Your committee are of opinion that it would not 
be expedient to apply for power to lay before the 
House the evidence of the witnesses examined, or the 
documents which have l)een laid before them.” 

In the meantime, the spirit abroad corresponded 
to that in the Assembly, notwithstanding the opinion 
to the contrary expressed by Lord Aylmer at the 
prorogation. The French press and the Vindicator^ 
an English paper at Montreal, co-operating wdth it, 
assumed a menacing and revolutionary tone, alarm- 
ing to the whole British population of the Province,, 
who, seemg the Canadians of French origin every- 
where organising themselves for purposes evidently 




hostile to the government, began to think it time to Chap, 
bestir and place tliemselves in an attitude suited to 
the approaching crisis. A loyal address to the 5^334 
King, very numerously signed, was prepared at Jlon- 
treal. This was forwarded through Lord Aylmer, 
on whom a deputation of inhabitants of that city 
waited, with an address requesting him to transmit 
it: We have been deputed,” said they, “ on the 

part of a large portion of the inhabitants of Montreal 
and its vicinity, to present to your lordship their 
petition to His Majesty in opposition to the spirit 
and tendency of the ninety-two resolutions adopted 
by a majority of the House of Assembly, and respeet- 
fully to request that you will be pleased to cause 
the same to be laid at the foot of the Throne. 

We beg to assure Your Excellency, from our own 
knowledge with respect to the to^vn, and the decla- 
rations of respectable individuals in the country, and 
from other testimonials, that the signatures affixed 
to this petition are those of persons of respectability, 
and almost, without exception, of mature age — in 
corroboration of which we beg leave to refer Your 
Excellency to one sheet, containing upwards of four 
hundred signatures of Fi'ench Canadians, certified 
by a public notary to be those of so many landholders 
in the parish of St. Martin alone. 

Those whom we have the honor to represent 
have throughout disdained the subterfuges and arti- 
fices by which the ojiposite party arc swelling the 
signatures to their petition in a])probation of the 
ninety-two resolutions, by subscribing the names of 
infants, and of adults, misled into the belief that 
they were merely signing a declaration of their satis- 
faction with their present condition. 

“ We feel assured that Your Excellency will be gra- 
tified to learn that so large a portion of the respec- 
table part of the community have, in so many sec- 
tions of the country, re-echoed the sentiments of 



( 



6 

Cbap. Your Excellency in regard to the resolutions in 
question. 

TssIT ‘‘We beg that Your Excellency will be pleased to 
accept the assurances of our profound respect and 
consideration.” To this he replied: 

‘‘ Gentlemen, — The numbers, but more especially 
the respectability of the individuals who are sub- 
scribers to the Address to the King, which you have 
placed in my hands, invest it with a character of im- 
portance, which affords me an opportunity of depart- 
ing in some degree from the brief form of answer 
usual on similar occasions, in making a few observa- 
tions upon topics of much local interest at the pre- 
sent moment, and I am the more desirous of avail- 
ing myself of this opportunity of doing so, because 
of the restraints imposed upon the head of the 
Executive Goveniment by his official situation, 
which, by circumscribing the occasions wherein he 
can make known his own views of the affairs of the 
Province, expose his public acts to daily misrepre- 
sentation. 

In the first place I will say a few wwds regard- 
ing the complaints wdiich have been so frequently 
iirged upon the consideration of His Majesty’s 
Government, of the partial and unjust distribution 
(as it is alleged) of the honors and employments at 
the disposal of the Crowm, in favor of one particular 
class of His Majesty’s subjects in this Province. I ' 
am persuaded that the ground of these complaints, 
and the^ mode by w’^hich its removal is sought for, 
(admitting for a moment its existence,) have not 
been duly considered. 

“ If it be desirable that a rule should be establish- 
ed for distributing the honors and employments at 
the disposal of the Crown amongst the Kin'>'’s sub- 
jects m this Province, of different origin, according 
to their relative numbers, it becomes a matter for 
consideration in what manner this object is to be 
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accomplished. Is it proposed to separate and divide Chap, 
into classes, the inhabitants of English, French, 
Scotch, Irish and American birth or origin, and in^'^s^ 
like manner to parcel out into shares proportioned 
to their respective numbers, all those honors and 
employments, assigning to each class its due propor- 
tion ? — or is it proposed that successively as employ- 
ments in the various departments of the Adminis- 
tration become disposable, they shall be conferred on 
individuals of the several classes in rotation, thereby 
establishing a species of lottery of the favors and 
distinctions of Government ? 

In giving effect to the principle of distribution 
above mentioned, the necessary calculations for 
ascertaining the numbers in each class must undergo 
frequent revisions, with reference to the constant 
changes going forward in the component parts of the 
population of the Province, from the effects of emi- 
gration and other circumstances. — ^These, and other 
details, would inevitably give rise to further com- 
plaints and jealousies ; but what is more than all to 
be deprecated, the principle above mentioned direct- 
ly tends to keep alive, and perj)etuate those very 
distinctions of national origin which have been com- 
plained of, and of which the traces cannot, for the 
tranquillity and prosperity of the Province, be too 
speedily or too effectually obliterated. 

‘‘ It is not in the liglit in which I have placed 
this subject that I understand the liberal intentions 
of His Majesty’s Government ; but rather, that the 
most rigid impartiality shall be observed in distribut- 
ing the honors and employments at the disposal of 
the Crown, and, that without reference to national 
origin, he who shall be considered the best qualified 
for employment, or the most deserving of honors 
shall be the individual preferred. 

‘‘ This, as I understand it, is the principle upon 
which it is intended that His Majesty’s Represen- 
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Chap, tative in the Province should govern his proceedings, 
—a departure from it in favor of any particular 
alone constitute a just ground of com- 
])laint and can reasonably be urged in any quarter. 

In connexion with what has just been observed 
in regard to national origin, I cannot forbear taking 
notice in this place, of the practice of a certain party 
in the Province of readily applying the name of 
Canadian to the descendants of individuals of any, 
no matter what foreign nation, established here ; 
whilst the name of foreigner appears to be by them 
exclusively reserved for Ills Majesty’s subjects born 
in the United Kingdom, and their descendants. 

“ To be addressed as a foreigner, whilst treading 
the soil of a British Colony, must indeed sound 
strangely in the cars of Englishmen. In this Pro- 
vince perhaps, the misapplication of the term may 
be ascribed in most instances to the circumstance of 
the majority of the actual inhabitants being of a 
diifjrcnt origin ; but wherever it shall clearly and 
manifestly appear to be the result of prejudice and 
political hostility, those who so make use of the 
term should be emphatically told, that in every 
quarter of the globe where the British flag waves 
over his head, an Englishman is always at home. 

‘‘ Unf)rtunately for the true interests of this Pro- 
vince the efforts of the party to which I have alluded 
have been but too successful in imposing upon the 
good faith of a large proportion. I feel assured, 
however, that a full exposure of their artifices is at 
hand, and that a light is rapidly breaking in upon 
the minds of those who have" been so deceived, 
which will enable them to distinguish between their 
friends and their enemies — they will then discover 
amongst other things the extent to which their con- 
fidence has been abused ; and that whilst encour- 
a2:ement to interfere in the internal affairs of the 
Province, incompatible with the allegiance due to 
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His Majesty by his Canadian subjects, has been held Chap, 
out in their name to a neigliboring foreign nation, 
where tlnit encouragement has been regarded only 1334 
with mingled scorn and derision, representations 
have been conveyed to the Mother Country eminent- 
ly calcidated to create doubt in the minds of those 
who are unacquainted with the true character of the 
Canadians, of their loyalty and good serise. 

It is for them, the Canadians, of every class 
and origin, to ])rotect their character as British sub- 
jets l)y means within their own reach, against the 
imputations to which it has been exposed in foreign 
nations, and at the seat of the British Empire, by 
those who pretend to be the organs ot their senti- 
ments. For myself, I think it necessary here to 
observe that I have attentively watclied the head- 
long course pursued by the party to which I have 
just alluded. I could entertain no doubt as to its 
object ; but confidently relying upon the tried 
loyalty of Ilis Majesty’s Canadian subjects, I ab- 
stained from making any attem])t to arrest its pro- 
gress, in the firm conviction, derived from the know- 
ledge I had acquired of that party, that if left to 
themselves, their own acts w'oulJ sooner or later 
sink them to their true level of insignificance, from 
which a combination of fortuitous circumstances had 
raised them for a time, and to which they arc now 
rapidly descending. 

In giving ettect to my own views on this sub- 
ject, I nave had many difficulties to encounter. 

My public character and conduct have been assailed 
on all sides, and with every variety of insult that 
language can convey — from vulgar, low-bred im- 
pertinence, to the grossest and most virulent invec- 
tive ; but hitherto without having produced the 
slightest deviation from the course I prescribed to 
mvself at the commencement of my administration 
of the government of this Province ; and I will now 
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Cliap. venture to affirm, that at the close of that adminls- 
XXXV. tration, come when it may, I shall be found as free 
is^from the influence of party spirit, as when I first 
landed on the shores of Canada. 

‘‘ I must again advert to the departure from or- 
dinary forms into which I have suffered myself to 
be drawn upon the present occasion. I am far from 
being disposed to establish it as a precedent ; but 
on the contrary, I desire it may be understood only 
as the consequence of the cxtraordinai’y state into 
which the affairs of the Province have been thrown 
by recent events. 

‘‘ I will now conclude by assuring you that I shall 
have much satisfaction in complying with your 
desire, by transmitting your address to the King, to 
His Majesty’s Prmcipal Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department, for the purpose of being laid 
at the foot of the Throne.” 

Addresses from Quebec were in like manner for- 
warded to the King, expressive of loyalty and attach- 
ment to His Majesty’s person and government. In 
Montreal, an organisation took place pursuant to the 
ninety-two resolutions. A central and permanent 
committee of delegates from different parts of the 
district sat in that city on the 4th Scpteml)er, a re- 
port of the proceeding's whereof, headed, “ The Con- 
vention,” was published immediately after in the 
Vindicator^ as follows : — 

Yesterday, according to notice previously given 
m the public papers, the general and permanent 
Committee of the District of Montreal assembled in 
this city, to consider the several important matters 
which occurred connected with the political affairs of 
this Province since their last meeting in July. 

The quantity of business, therefore, before the 
Committee was more than usually great, and the 
attendance was unusually full. At an early hour the 
several Delegates from the diftbrent parts of the 






district made their appearance in town. At twelve Chap, 
o’clock the meeting was organized, and 

Joseph Roy, Esq., President, took the Chair. 

Louis Coursolles, Esq., Delegate from the County 
of Two Mountains, Vice-President. 



‘‘ On motion of J. N. Cardinal, Esq., Delegate for 
Laprairie County, seconded by Mr. Vincent, Lon- 
gueuil, it was 

“ 1st. Resolved^ That this meeting having taken 
the Report of the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons, of the 3rd J uly last, on the affairs of this Pro- 
vince, into matui'e consideration, are of opinion, that 
although that document has been dra\^^l up in a 
vague and general style, yet they hope for Reform, 
inasmuch as it seems to have been agreed to by the 
Committee under a knowledge of the liberal policy 
entertained and professed by Mr. Spring Rice ; and 
because the Committee considered it of extreme im- 
portance that a perfect reconciliation of existing dif- 
ferences should take place, and expressed their 
earnest hope that the misconceptions occasioning 
them may be removed under the mature care of the 
present Colonial Secretary, the responsible officer for 
the adoption of practical measures for the future 
better government of this Province. 

On motion of the same, seconded by Dr. Valois : 

2nd. Resolved^ That inasmuch as the various 
grievances of w^hich the country complains arise 
from an imperfect and vicious Colonial system which 
does not afford an}^ means within itself of preventing 
or checking political abuses, or of bringing to an 
account and punishing public delinquents, there 
exists no guarantee against the recurrence o.f those 
grievances unless the said system be so far modified 
as to render the local authorities responsible for their 
acts to the people of this Province, and by the ex- 




Secretaries. 



Chap, tension of Elective Institutions furnish the country 
XXXV. means of peaceably removing trorn office 

"^^^"such of the Legislative and other functionaries as 
may have justly forfeited public confidence. 

‘‘ On motion of the same, seconded by Dr. La- 
croix : 

“ 3rd. Resolved, Th refore, that however well in- 
clined to confide in the professions of the present 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, (to which con- 
fidence he is to a cerialn degree entitled by his early 
abandonment of Mr. Stanley’s threatened usurpation 
of the right in the British Parliament to tax the 
Colonies, and by the advices which the Committee 
have received from Messrs. Roebuck, Viger, Morin, 
and other friends of this country) , yet this meeting 
cannot honestly perform the duty it owes its consti- 
tuents without frankly and publicly declaring that no 
measure of reform can produce permanent satisfac- 
tion, nor remove the existing ‘‘ misconceptions ” and 

difficulties ” unless it is based upon the recommen- 
dations contained in the petition of the House of 
Assembly, lately presented to the House of Commons, 
praying for an extension of the Elective principle in 
the Government of this Province. 

“ On motion of the same, seconded by — Masson, 
Esquire : 

“ 4th. Resolved^ That this meeting learns with 
feelings of profound regret and disappointment that 
the Committee did not consider it expedient to lay 
before the House of Commons, the evidence of the 
witnesses examined, or the documents which have 
been placed before them, as publicity is the greatest 
if not the only security to a distant people, against 
intrigues, jobs, abuse of power and misrepresenta- 
tions on the part of their colonial rulers frequently 
sent for the purpose of repairing their broken for- 
tunes, and who, in a spirit of animosity have often 
been known to have prejudiced His Majesty’s Govern- 
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ment against the inhabitants of the Colonies ; and Chap, 
that in the present instance in particular, when an 
almost unanimous people accused the Provincial Ad- 
ministration of high crimes, it was due both to ac- 
cusers and accused that the evidence and documents 
aforesaid should not be suppressed. 

It was then announced to the Committee that 
advices had been received since the last meeting 
conveying the intelligence that the Royal sanction 
has been given to the bill incorporating the British 
Land Company, whereupon Mr. Girod, one of the 
Delegates from the County of Vcrcheres, came for- 
ward and stated that he had prepared a series of 
resolutions condemnatory of the alienation of the 
public property of this Province to a company of 
foreign speculatoi's, without the consent, and against 
the will of the people, whose property the lands in 
question were, and that he would submit the same 
with the permission of the meeting. 

‘‘ The Resolutions referred to were then read one 
by one, and severally adopted unanimously. They 
are as follow : — 

1st. Resolved^ That the Committee whilst per- 
sisting in the resolutions which it adopted in its 
meeting of the second of July last relative to the 
passing of the act incoiq)orating the Land Company, 
seizes this opportunity of expressing its deep regret 
that the said bill has received the Royal sanction. 

2nd. Resolved^ That this meeting cannot con- 
sider the interference of the Imperial Parliament in 
the local affairs of this country, and in matters within 
the jurisdiction of the Provincial Legislature, other- 
wise than as a violation of the Constitutional rights 
of the people of this country and of the promises 
made by the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Go- 
derich, formerly Secretary for the Colonies, in his 
despatch of July, 1831. 

3rd. Resolved^ That this violation of the promises 
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Chap, and engagements of the Colonial Office towards this 
• country and the House of Assembly is, in the opinion 
'“][^^of this meeting, the more flagrant, the more oppres- 
sive, and exhibit the greater contempt for the people 
of this Province and their Legislature, inasmuch as it 
was committed against the will and desire of the 
inhabitants of this country, expressly manifested by 
resolutions unanimously passed by their Represen- 
tatives in the Session of 1832 — resolutions which 
have since been renewed in the last session of the 
Provincial Parliament, and supported by the people 
in their petitions to the Imperial Parliament. 

‘‘ 4th. Resolved^ That independent of other acts, 
which have rendered the Administration of Mr. 
Secretary Stanley deseiwedly odious to the peo- 
ple of this Province, the approbation which he has 
given to the passing of the Land Company Bill, the 
favor which he has shewn towards those who soli- 
cited it — the open protection which he has given to 
those who, to avoid all opposition to their projects, 
have effected the passing of the said law secretly and 
clandestinely, suffice to impress upon that adminis- 
tration an indelible stain, and affix thereto the seal of 
reprobation. 

5th. Resolved^ That this meeting confidently de- 
mands from the liberal views of the new Colonial 
Secretary, and the opinions which he has recently 
expressed on an analogous subject, that he will ob- 
tain from the Imperial Parliament the repeal of so 
much of the aforesaid act as concerns Lower Canada, 
and thereby remove one of the sources of discontent 
most poignantly and most generally felt, and which 
has been created throughout this Province by the 
impudent temerity of his predecessor. 

6th. Resolved^ That whilst confidently awaiting 
this act of justice, this meeting invites the electors 
of the different counties to exact from those wdio 
may offer to represent them, a formal pledge that 









they wili use all their efrorts to oppose by all legiti- Cliap. 
mate means the operations of the aforesaid Land 
Company, and that they will not cease their exertions 1334. 
until they shall have obtained the repeal of the act 
of the Imperial Parliament by virtue of which it has 
been incorporated, so far as Lower Canada is con- 
cerned. 

‘‘ 7 th. Resolved^ That this meeting regards as NULL 
the title obtained by the said Land Company, and 
invites the Provincial Legislature at its next session 
to declare such nullification and to adopt every other 
means in their power which their wisdom may sug- 
gest to protect the people of this country against 
this invasion of their rights as long as it may con- 
tinue. 

8 th. Resolved^ That the inhabitants of this Province 
are moreover earnestly invited to use ^1 legitimate 
means at their disposal to arrest the progress of the 
prevailing system of speculation and monopoly, 
whereby covetous and privileged share-holders, by 
virtue of legislative provisions, pretend to sell by 
auction and to dispose of for purposes of trade, con- 
siderable extents of land the most easy of access, and 
the most susceptible of early settlement by the youth 
of the country, from the approach to which they have 
been hitherto shut out by the partial distribution of 
the same in favour of a certain class of persons, which 
has been pursued with systematic perseverance until 
completed by the passation by the Imperial Parlia- 
ment of the recent act now alluded to. 

“ Ordered^ That copies of the above resolutions be 
transmitted to the Right lion, the Secretary for the 
Colonies and to Messrs. Viger, Morin and Roebuck. 

‘‘ The system of nomination to office pursued by 
His Excellency, the present Governor in Chief, was 
next brought under the consideration of the Con- 
vention, together with the recent appointment of 
Samuel Gale, Esquire, to the Bench of this district. 



16 




Chap, on wliich subject the Committee passed unanimously 
XXXV. following Resolutions, each of which were duly 
1834 . proposed and seconded. 

“ 1st. liesolved^ That for a series of years, the 
people of this country have both by petition to the 
Imperial Parliament, and through their representa- 
tives, complained of the partiality oliserved by the 
Executive of this Province in the distribution of 
several places of honor and profit in the gift of the 
Crown, from which His ilajesty’s subjects of French 
origin have been systematically and unjustly excluded, 
and which have, in most instances, been bcstowecl 
on other classes, and especially on those who by pro- 
perty or otherwise arc least comiccted with the in- 
terests of the country, and who have on all occasions 
been most violentlv opposed to the rights and liberties 
of the people. 

2nd. liesolved^ That after having thus frequently 
complained, it plejiscd His Majesty at length to take 
the subject into consideration, as appears from a 
despatch from Lord Viscount Goderich the then 
Colonial Secretary, dated 7th July, 1831, in which 
the people of this Province received the assurance of 
His Majesty’s Goverimient, that“ if it could be shewn 
that the patronage of the Crown had been excr- 
<{ upon narrow and exclusive principles, 

they could not be too soon disavowed and alandmi’- 
ed ; especially if it were true that the fixed popu- 
lationof the Colony had not enjoyed a full partici- 
‘ pation in all the jiublic employments, and the country 
should be assured that His Majesty cannot desire 
that such odious distinctions should be systematic- 
ally maintained. 

3rd. llesolced^ That notwithstanding the above 
assurances, the people of this country are at ]>resent 
under the necessity of again complaining that the 
s^e systematic, partial and unjust exclusion from 
othce has continued to be followed up by His Excel- 




lency Matthew Lord Aylmer, the present Governor Chap, 
in Chief, who since his appointment to office has 
called to several situations of profit in the civil de- 
partments thirteen or more persons, besides a great 
many in the Customs, of all of whom only three are 
Canadians of French origin. 

“ 4th. Resolved^ That notwithstanding the assur- 
ances of His Majesty’s Government above alluded to, 

Ilis Excellency Lord Aylmer has moreover selected 
for the Judicial departments, in both the higher and 
lower Courts of this Province, violent partizans as 
instanced in his late nomination of the major part of 
the Commissioners for the summary trial of small 
causes in the country parts ; on which occasion, 
contrary to the spirit of the law, and to the former 
practice of himself and his predecessor, he has ex- 
cluded from such office several persons recommended 
to him by the proprietors who had called for the es- 
tablishment of such Commissioners’ Courts, (which 
persons had already filled such offices with advant- 
age to the public and honor to themselv^es,) and ap- 
pointed others who had no other recommendation 
than their known subserviency to His Excellency’s 
political bias, and hostility to the opinions of the 
mass of the people. 

5 th. Resolved^ That, the recent app intment of 
Samuel Gale, Esquire, to a seat on the Bench of this 
district is another particularly obnoxious instance 
of the violation of His Majesty’s gracious assurance 
contained in the aforesaid despatch, and of the whole 
spirit of both the Canada Reports, and of the pledges 
of the Colonial Office, and unaccountably well 
calculated to continue those animosities and miscon- 
ceptions lately recommended to be removed, inasmuch 
as the said Samuel Gale was throughout a notorious 
political suppor:er of the bad administration against 
which the people this of Province did, in 1827, suc- 
cessfully complain ; to oppose which complaints, and 
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Cliap. to support which obnoxious administration, the said 
Samuel Gale was deputed to En«;land, where he 
1834. evinced in his evidence before the Committee of the 
House of Commons the most violent and unfounded 
prejudices against the language of the people of this 
country and their laws, which laws he is now called 
to administer, to the great injury of the majority of 
His Majesty’s subjects in this district, who, after the 
declarations on his part contained in that evidence, 
cannot have any confidence in such a man as a 
judge. 

“ 6th. Resolved^ That by the aforesaid nomina- 
tions, and the repeated violations of the assurances 
contained in the despatch above referred to, which 
were based on the Report of the Canada Committee 
of 1828, and especially by the recent appointment of 
the said Samuel Gale to the Bench, in manifest con- 
tradiction with the terms and spirit of the Report of 
the Canada Committee of 1834, the confidence of His 
Majesty’s subjects in the sincerity of the professions 
of His Majesty’s Government is very much disturbed 
His Excellency Lord Aylmer having identified 
thereby his administration with that of the wicked 
and tyrannical Earl of Dalhousie, and afforded, if 
such were necessary, further proof of His Excellency’s 
utter incapacity to govern impartially, and of his 
having forfeited anew all claim to the respect and 
confidence of His Majesty’s subjects in this Province. 

Ordered^ That copies of the above Resolutions 
be transmitted to the Right Honorable the Colonial 
Secretary, and Messrs. Viger, Morin and Roebuck. 

A committee similar to that at Montreal was also 
formed at Quebec, under the style of ‘‘ the Constitu- 
tional Committee of Quebec.” 

The Provincial Parliament having reached its term 
and expired, the general election took place in Oc- 
tober and November. The movement party in op- 
position to the government were every where sue- 











cessful, except in the Eastern Townships, and partially Chap, 
so there. In Quebec and Montreal the elections were 
warmly contested, but the mercantile (British) in- ^334 
terests were unsuccessful. Mr. Neilson, who had 
long been a prominent and skilful leader of the party 
now grown unruly and impatient of his advice, was 
rejected by the County of Quebec, which he had re- 
presented for many years, as vras also Mr. Andrew 
Stuart, by a majority of the electors in the city. In 
the party spirit that now prevailed, no man of British 
name or descent, unless absolutely devoted to the 
ruling party, and ready to go all lengths with it, 
whatsoever may have been his former services to the 
country, had the least chance of being returned to the 
Assembly. Mr. Papineau, after a very hard contest 
for the w’est ward of Montreal, was (unduly it was 
said) declared, by the returning officer, elected. This 
functionary finding it, as he pretended, impossible to 
continue the election with security to himself or the 
citizens electors,” thought it his duty to terminate 
the election before, as was alleged, the whole of the 
votes, though at hand, were polled. He therefore 
proclaimed as duly elected to represent in Provincial 
parliament the West Ward of the City of Montreal, 
the citizen Louis Papineau” and Robert Nelson, 
by posting up a proclamation to that effect.* Mr. 
Papineau would very probably have been returned 
unanimously, or nearly so, for any county in the 
province wherein the population of French origin 
constituted the majority ; but he made it a point of 

* Proclamation. — It being impossible to continue the election 
of the West Ward of the City of Montreal with security to myself 
or the citizens electors, I think it my duty to terminate the elec- 
tion, and I do proclaim duly elected to represent, in Provincial 
Parliament, the West Ward of the City of Montreal, the citizen 
Louis Papineau and Robert Nelson, as having the majority of 
votes, as it appears by the Poll Book of the West Ward of the City 
of Montreal. 

(Signed,) CHARLES ANDRE LUSIGNAN, 

Returning Officer. 
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^lap. honor on the occasion, it seems, to represent Mon- 
treal, the city of his residence and nativity. 

1834. article below there is reason to believe is ex- 

planatory of Mr. Neilson’s views of public matters 
and b eing interesting it finds as such a place here. 

* “ Tliere is no legal tribunal having jurisdiction beyond that of 
electors called, conformably to law, to pronounce on tlie conduct 
of their representatives : but there is a moral tribunal which iud-es 
the judges, and passes sentence, without appeal, irrevocable, eter- 
decisions are conformable to truth and justice 
y hieh arc eternal and mvariable, like the Divinity from^’hom 
they proeeef and by whose Almighty power they are sustained, 
thp *««Jf>iity of the electors of Lower Canada have absolved 
the authors and supporters of the Resolutions of the House of As- 

a., *■ "" “ 

» delegated authority: they are tlie 

ni..l ot l„,. bj tb. .bUioriiy of a,o 

a M-ir 

for giving effect to the aforesaid purposes^’ BevonVir ^ 

no legal ntiwer whatever. If thr^ff^vondT 

does not belong to them -ind hptrn I assume what 

their constituent^ ’ them by 

“What has been the conduct of the members of the Inf a tt 

1^5"£cC!i;L‘rs 

appreliensious and resistiuce of the twf *«“*“'* just 

an<l thereby rmsed obstarierto tt ^ Beanetes. 

ded in tl,e,i. for furtW trust eonfi-’ 



ded in tl.cm, for furthering ri.e^ ‘'''“t confi- 

common welfare- thev have of laws required for the 

co-operation of the British Govemn^nt"for^e'‘‘'t- 

the grievances and abuses oomnbiine^? ' f * removal of 

bf ,b.st's»; “,s; 



The elections being over, all those who were anxious Chap, 
fir a eontiimance of the Constitution and nmintenance 
of the connexion of the Province with Great Britain, 1834. 



cord throughout the Province, and caused blood to be shed at our 
heretofore peaceable elections they have arrested the improve- 
ment of the country and the amelioration of its laws, which were 
rapidly and successfully advancing, by the ayl of an united Legis- 
lature, from 1828 down to the moment of the attacks on the esta- 
blished Constitution and, dually, they have brought the people 
of the Province into a state of uncertainty and disquiet as to their 
future fate, and excited a spirit of individual and national animo- 
sity before unexampled amongst His Majesty’s subjects in Lower 
Canada, threatening long and dangerous struggles and excesses. 

“ These are facts, public and notorious, wliich may be colored, 
but which no one will venture to deny. 

“ But they have not only usurped authority which was not given 
to them, and produced all the consequences befoi-e stated ; they 
have excited to sedition, rebellion, and treast»n. Their ninety-two 
resolutions of last winter are a long declamatory address to the 
passions and prejudices of the majority of the people, whom they 
formally designate and class in these resolutuais as of ‘•French 
origin,” in contradistinction to “ British or foreign origin.” They 
grossly insult and falsely accuse individuals, public authorities, 
and whole bodies of men, in aid of their attempted usurpation on 
the established Constitution and the rights of their constituents. 
They tell the people that they have been subjectctl to ‘ a long series 
of injustice and oppression’ under the British government, that 
allegiance and protection are co-relative obligations, — refer to the 
example of the United States,— and finally threaten to seek a 
remedy ‘ elsewhere,’ if their demands are not granted by the 
British Parliament. If there is a man of unsophisticated mind and 
common lioncsty, who has read, or will read, the ninety-two reso- 
lutions, and say, before Cod and man, that such is not the bent and 
character of these resolutions, then I will consent that these latter 
allegations against the members of the late House of Assembly 
should be taken as not proven. 

“ If they are proven, they add to usurpation and breach of trust, 
the guilt of falsehood, calumny, disrespect and insult of individuals 
an«l lawful authorities, and excitation to rebellion and treason. 

“ Yet, in the face of all the public and acknowledged evidence 
against the authors of these violations of duty, they have been 
acquitted by the majority of the electors qualified by law, through- 
out the Province. Judex damnatur quum nocens absolvitur. 

“ The judges and the judged, restored to mutual confidence, are 
now rejoicing together. There is, fortunately, yet subject for re- 
joicing in Canada. British capital, and the substantial advantages 
allowed by the mother country to the trade and industry of the 
Province, still give to its property and labor double the value 
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Chap began more seriously than ever to turn their attention 
^^^^^to combined action and measures for the purpose. 

1834. they would have if these advantages were lost or vdthdrawn ; not- 
withstanding the diminution of that value, occasioned by the inter- 
ruption of the usual circulation of money for two years, by the 
me^ures of the late House of Assembly. The proportion con- 
tributed by each individual in Lower Canada to' the expenses of 
prernmeDt, does n<it amount to a fourth of the proportion con- 
tributed lor similar expenses hv each individual in the adjoining 

ofRiTi’i A A >« unanowu among us. The population 

America has increased to twelve times what it wiis seventy 
years ago while, in the same period, the old colonies, now the 
sionf •n®'-e“s«d only about eix times. The conces- 

Lower r^n government lu favor of popular privileges in 

W *“'® “uexaniplcd in Pro- 

vincial history, for their extent and liberality. There is, indeed 
still room for rejoiciug and thankfulness among the good citizens 
of Lower Canada ; but very little for the authm s anf abettoiTof 
usuimtion an^d insolence; none fof the actors in the recent nro- 
scnption of that portion of the inhabitants of the Province who^are 
to repudiate the constitution of the country, as lawfully 

ra^Sthe^tltT®'* ”“‘^1 govei^imeirS 

mw stood the test of ages, to seek here, or ‘elsewhere,’ a govern- 
ment of mere -will and pleasure, the odious elements and tyrannical 

" > Q“®^0- Those who are overjoyed at these late 

the B v*i. '®®’l to recollect that the^ British government 

SpIsSgttj 

wms^tl^ t®- theinSe sWn oroua/ U 

Th m Xn the streets,-follow 

the social cire7e,l!^::kTet\heiTtre"iS^^^^^^ 
accompany them in the halls nf lAfn'dof alone, — 

to the country, Xr7thev will h?,! e <*®“ 

and too coufid n- peop^^^^ the reproaches of an honest 

under the Britisg SLIt Ti Progressive happiness, 

and endangered, to foUoTk Vc patW diarr|arded 

sumptuous quackerv anti ignorant and pre- 

“ CoNsimmoNAusT.” 







A public meeting was held at Quebec on the 22nd Chap. 
November, at which a ‘‘ Constitutional Avssociation” 
was formed,* and a general committee named, which, 
in its turn, nominated a sub-committee of fifteen of 
its members.! A great meeting of the like character 
also took place about the same time at Montreal at 



* This day at one o’clock, pursuant to notice, a meeting was 
held at the Albion Hotel, for the purpose of adopting preliminary 
measures for the formation of a Constitutional Association in this 
city. 

Andrew Stuart, Esquire, was called to the Chair, and R. II. 
Gairduer, Esquire, was nominated as Secretary. 

The following Resolutions were severally moved by J. H. Kerr, 
Esq., and seconded by W. K. McCord, Esq. 

Resolved 1. That in the present alarming state of the Province, 
approaching to anarchy and confusion, it is absolutely and urgently 
necessary for the common safety of persons of British and Irish 
origin, that a general union should be established for securing, pro- 
tecting and maintaining tlieir constitutional rights, and for ensur- 
ing, bv legal means, the safety of their persons and property. 

2. lliat for effecting the purposes of the preceding resolution, 
it is fit and expedient to establish, at Quebec, ^ Association to be 
called. The Constitutiomil Association. 

3. That a committee of 75 be named to consider the fit measures 
to be taken for the establishment of a Constitutional Association, 
as already mentioned, with powers to appoint a sub-committee of 
15, and report to a general meeting to oe held at this place pur- 
suant tn notice. 

4. That a subscription be immediately opened to promote the 
objects of the Constitutional Association. 

It was then resolved to appoint a Treasurer, when Alexander 
Simpson, Esq., of the Montreal Bank, was unanimously named to 
that ofiice. 

The first and second resolutions were adopted with the under- 
standing that the committee would amend them so as to include 
Canadians of French descent, and persons of other countries who 
coincide in the opinions expressed at the meeting. 

Some conversation took place in which Messrs. A. Stuart, J. 
Keilson, senior, and W. K. McCord, took part. The hour at which 
the meeting broke up prevents our giving full particulars. 

About four hunored pounds were subscribed by three o’clock. 

{Quebec Mercury.) 

f These were, Jno. Keilson, Andrew Stuart., Henry Lemesurier, 
George Pemberton, James Hastings Kerr, Henry Black, James Bell 
Forsyth, James Stuart, Wm. Price, John Charlton Fisher, Thomas 
A. Young, William Power, James Dean, Samuel Keilson, R. H. 
Gairdner. 
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Chap, which very decided resolutions were adopted.* A 
XXXV. general meeting of the Quebec Constitutional Associa- 
tioii took place on the 12th of December, when a 
DECLARATION was agreed to and issued by it in the 
fbllo’wing terms : — 

A meeting of about 400 or 500 members of the 
Quebec Constitutional Association, took place at the 
Albion Hotel, on Thursday evening, 12th inst., for 
the purpose of taking the sense of the Association 
with respect to a declaration drawn up by the sub- 
committee. John Fraser, Esquire, was called to the 
chair, and R. H. Gairdner, Esq., acted as Secretary. 

Andrew Stuart, Esq., explained the object of 
the meeting, which was, to take the sense of the 
members generally wdth regard to the declaration 
which he then held in his hand, and which had re- 
ceived the unanimous approbation of the sub-com- 



♦ Moved by Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Henry Corse, That the 
bitter and unceasing animosity which has been displayed towards 
persons of British and L-ish origin, and the unprincipled attempts 
which have been made to injure and oppress them, as exemplified 
mwe particularly in the proceedings of the Town Council, afford 
sufficient evidence of the tyranny which would be practised, should 
the British Government make the further concessions demanded 
by a majority of the late House of Assembly. 

Moved by Mr. Thomas Philips, seconded by Mr. C. D Day Tliat 
ihen^inal majority of Messrs. Papincau and Nelson, is to be as- 
cribed solely to the gross partiality of the Returning Officer, in 
reiecting legal votes, in accepting those that were illegal, in repeat- 
edly adjourning the poll without the requisite consent of all the 

closing it without notice, and can- 
retiJr sl^glitest justification of that functionaiy s illegal 

Moved by Mr. Andrew Doyle, seconded by Mr. James Holmes 
A Majesty’s Government, and impressed with 

to the domination of a 



j / . »uuimi ro me aomination of a 

me^ ^ internal improve- 

ments, and to all those interests which may be regarded as British • 
bu^relymg on the justiee of our eause, coLious^Lm r “ent ei~ ’ 

y^rof TmrtXweh ““^er the 

^ Ke 01 a party which, we firmly believe, is bent on our destruc- 
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mittce, and also, of the general committee. The Chap, 
most proper course to be pursued, therefore, he ap- 
prehended, would be to read the declaration, para-^^^^ 
graph by paragraph, so as to give every one present 
an opportunity of expressing his opinions. 

‘‘ The following declaration was then read, para- 
graph by paragrapli, and the question of concurrence 
being put on each, they all passed by acclamation, 
with the exception of the 8th, the only dissentient 
voice to which was Mr. Gugy. 

DECLARATION 

Of the causes which led to the formation of The 
Constitutional Association of Quebec, and 
of the objects for which it has been formed. 

The political evils under which Low^er Canada 
has long labored, have recently been increased in 
so alarming a degree, that the subversion of govern- 
ment itself is to be apprehended, with the consequent 
disorders of anarchy, unless the progress of them be 
arrested, and an effectual remedy applied. 

“ Under the influence of a party in the Assembly 
of the Province, laboring by every means whicli 
they could devise to concentrate political power in 
their own hands exclusively, national distinctions 
have been fostered and established, the administra- 
tion of the local government has been perseveringly 
obstructed and impeded, its authority brought into 
contempt, and public and private security essentially 
impaired and endangered ; whilst the just subordi- 
nation of the colony to the parent state has been 
openly questioned, and resistance to its authority, 
if not avowedly inculcated, certainly covertly pro- 
moted, 

‘‘ In prosecution of the views of the party to which 
liose evils are mainly ascribable, that portion of thc^ 
)opulation of the Province which has been by them 
lesignated as of ^ British or Foreign origin,’ has vir- 

B 








20 

Ohap. tually been, and now is, deprived of the privilege of 
being heard in the representative branch of the gov- 
1834. ernment in support of their interests and views. 
The portion of the population thus proscribed amounts 
to about one hundred and fifty thousand souls, or 
one-fourth of the whole, and comprises nearly all the 
merchants, the principal members of the learned pro- 
fessions, a large body of skilful and wealtliy artizans 
and mechanics, and a great number of respectable 
and industrious agriculturalists, possesses extensive 
real estate, and holds by far the greatest portion of 
the capital employed in the pursuits of trade and in- 
dustp^, all which interests are liable to be burthened 
and in fact have been injuriously affected, in conse- 
quence of the proceedings of the said party and of 
the majority of the same origin by whom they have 
been supported in the assembly of the Province'. 

The class of persons by whom members of the 
assembly are almost exclusively returned, — that is, 
the inhabitants of French origin, who form the ma- 
jority, and whose character is in other respects most 
estimable, — has shewn itself peculiarly liable to be 
acted upon by ambitious and self-interested indivi- 
duals, who, by exciting the latent national prejudices 
of the majority against their fellow-subjects of a dif- 
ferent origin, can, as appears from late events, lead 
them astray by specious though perfectly unfounded 
representations addressed to their prejudices and 
passions. 

“ By these means the party in the Assembly al- 
ready alluded to, has acquired a dangerous ascend- 
ancy oyer this class of the population, and the result 
ol the late elections evinces that they will use it for 
securing the return of such persons 
only as will act in subserviency to them. UpL that 

was ^ked or required from candidates than an im- 
olicit acquiescence m the views and wishes of the 










party as expressed in the resolutions of the Assembly Chap, 
to be presently adverted to. 

‘‘ While the representation of the Province con-^^s^ 
tinues on such a footing, with the concentration of 
power incident to it, experience has shewn that there 
can be no hope of a fair and impartial administration 
of the powers of government, and there is too much 
reason to apprehend that in a body so constituted, 
the public and general interests of the Province, 
commercial and agricultural, will continue to be 
overlooked and neglected, or subjected to injurious 
regulations, its improvement obstructed and retarded, 
and the whole internal government of the Province 
deprived of the legislative superintendence and pro- 
visions which are necessary for its efficiency, and the 
promotion of the general welfare. 

‘‘ The political evils arising from the constitution 
and composition of the Assembly have been greatly 
increased and aggravated by the act of the Imperial 
Parliament placing at the disposal of the Assembly, 
absolutely and unconditionally as it is understood by 
that body, the important revenue by means of which 
the civil expenditure of the Province was previously 
defrayed. By this increase to the power derived 
from great numerical superiority in the Assembly, 
have been superadded the irresistible weight and in- 
fluence necessarily conjoined with the exclusive 
power of appropriating the revenues absolutely and 
indispensably requisite for defraying the civil ex- 
penditure of the Province, by means of which the 
Executive government has been rendered entirely 
dependent on the will and pleasure of the leaders in 
the Assembly for its very existence ; and public au- 
thority, both administrative and judicial, from the 
Governor-in-Chief and the Chief Justice of the Pro- 
vince to the most humble individual in the scale of 
office, has been subjected to their interested, partial, 
vindictive, or capricious control. 





28 




Chap. If any doubt could heretofore have been enter- 
tained as to tlie design and tendency of tlie proceed- 
1834. tliese men, that doubt must have been removed 

by the resolutions passed in the Assembly on the 21st 
day of February, 1834, containing divers false and 
scandalous imputations of so general a nature as not 
to admit of answer or investigation, against the cha- 



racter and conduct of His Majesty’s government in 
this Province,— against the whole body of its officers, 
civil and military,— against the judiciary and the 
second branch of the Provincial Legislature, — against 
a large portion of the inhabitants of the colony en- 
gaged solely in the duties and pursuits of private life, 
and against the British government generally as re- 
spects this Province, since the cession of Canada to 
His Majesty by the Crown of France. 

“ These resolutions passed by a majority of 56, of 
whom 51 were members of French origin, ao'ainst 
24, of whom 17 were not of that origin. ^They 
formally class and enumerate His Majesty’s subjects 
persons of ‘French origin ’ and 
ot British or Foreign origin,’ the former of whom 
are erroneously stated as consisting of 525,000 and 
the latter of 75,000 souls. 

TT ' Majesty and to the two 

Houses of Parliament, wherein these resolutions are 
embodied, and which have been transmitted to Ene- 
iand, claims a revision and modification, by the ma- 
jority of the people of this Province, of thc^onstitu- 
lona Act ; an extension of the elective system contrary 

m nffi ’ investing the appointment 

S, “ the said majority of 

th people ; the election of the second branch of the 

virtue ot the aforesaid act; threatenine- at the same 

example ?f ‘Ihe ktrT""‘ Parliament with the 
example ot the late colonies, now the United States 
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of iVmerica, and insisting upon being supported in CUap. 
the demands contained in the said resolutions, that ^xxv. 
the people of this Province ‘ may not be forced by 
oppression to regret their dependence on the British 
empire, and to seek elsewhere a remedy for their 
afflictions.’ 

‘‘ In fiurthcrance of the views of tlie framers of 
the said resolutions and address, the said resolutions 
were, shortly after the close of the last session of the 
Provincial Parliament, printed and distributed in 
great numbers throughout the Province at the public 
expense ; and certain committees were therein invited 
to be formed, to aid in giving effect to the same, 
under a pledge of the ‘ honor of the representatives 
of the people ’ to reimburse the expenses of the said 
committees to them, or to such persons as might ad- 
vance money to them. 

“ The party already referred to, composed of certain 
members of the House of Assembly, ot French origin, 
has for several years past, as already stated, and as 



is well known, taken advant^e of every opportunity, 
both by speeches delivered in the House of Assembly 
and elsewhere, and through means of newspapers 



under their control, to excite the ancient national 
prejudices of the inhabitants who are of French ori- 
gin, against their fellow-subjects who are not of that 
origin ; and particularly by the aforesaid resolutions 
printed and distributed as aforesaid, and by meetings 
and committees in support thereof, they have in fact 
so operated upon the prejudices of persons of their 
origin, as to excite a great number of them to frequent 
public expressions of hatred, and threatened violence 
to those not of the same national origin. 

In consequence of these machinations and others 
connected with and resulting from them, it has come 
to pass, as might have been looked for under such 
circumstances, that at the late general election, (as 
the poll books kept of record accorcUng to law will 






so 






Chap, shew,) majorities consisting of‘ persons of French ori- 
^^^gin have chosen nearly the whole of the members 
1834 . to compose the House of Assembly for the 

ensuing four years, of persons of that origin who have 
pubhcly approved of the said resolutions, or pledged 
themselves to their support. 

As subordinate to the grievances now stated, 
but contributing materially to the political evils of 
the Province, other departments of the government 
may be mentioned as to which measures of reform 
are urgently called for. The system of judicature 
as now established, it is universally known, is alto- 
gether insufficient and unsuited to the present state 
and condition of the Province. From the great ex- 
tension of the settlements, and the increase of popu- 
lation in different districts, the courts of original 
jurisdiction have become inaccessible to the inhabit- 
ants at a distance from them, otherwise than at a 
ruinous expense, involving in many cases a denial 
or failure of justice ; while the Court of Appeals, from 
Its peculiar constitution, is unfit for the exercise of 
the powers with which it is entrusted. That a system 
of such vital importance to the public welfare, and 
yet so injuriously defective and inadequate, should 
have continued without alteration or improvement 
IS among the striking evidences of the imperfect 
exercise of powers entrusted to the Provincial Legis- 



f- 1 well-regulated government it is essen- 

tial that the executive authority should be aided by 
toe advice of able and well-informed individual! 
^ting together and in a body, by which sound dis- 
cretion, uniformity, consistency and system are im- 
parted to Its measures. Among colonial governments 

u£ r administered by fcLns laboring 

under the disadvantage of a deficiency of local in- 
formation, ^sistance of this nature is indispensable 
for the of the ends of good g^irn^n t 








This body of advisers ought to be found in the ^_P- 
Executive Council of the Province; but its members — 
are too few in number, and its composition too de- 18S4. 
fective, to answer the purposes of its institution. 

“ Whilst the greatest importance ought to be at- 
tached to the selection of fit persons for seats in the 
Leo-islative Council, it is indispensably necessary for 
th^ stability of the government as now constituted, 
and for the security of His Majesty’s subjects within 
the Province, that the power of appointing members 
to that branch of the legislature should continue to 
reside exclusively in the Crown, but subject to such 
regulations as may be deemed proper for ensuring 
the appointment ol fully qualified persons. 

Under the foregoing view of the political state ot 
the Province, the object of the Constitutional Asso- 
ciation of Quebec will be. 

By constitutional means, — i t • i 

1st. To obtain for persons of British and irisii 
origin, and others His Majesty’s subjects laboring 
under the same privation of common rights, a lair 
and reasonable proportion of the representation in 
the Provincial Assembly. 

2nd. To obtain such reform in the system ot 
judicature and the administration of justice as may 
adapt them to the present state of the Pro\unce. 

3rd. To obtain such a composition of the Execu- 
tive Council as may impart to it the efficiency and 
weight which it ought to possess. 

4th. To resist any appointment of members ot 
the Legislative Council otherwise than by the Crown, 
but subject to such regulations as may ensure the 

appointment of fit persons. 

‘‘ 5th. To use every effort to maintain the con- 
nexion of this colony with the parent state, and a 
lust subordination to its authority. 

6th. To assist in preserving and maintaining 
peace and good order throughout the Province, and 




Chap, ensuring the equal rights of His Majesty’s subjects 
of all classes. 

“ Now We, whose names are undersigned, taking 
tlie premises into our serious consideration, do here- 
by form ourselves into a Constitutional Association 
for the puiposes stated in the foregoing declaration, 
and for mutucil support in the discharge of the duties 
of our allegiance to His Majesty, as lawful Sovereign 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and of this Province, dependent on and belonffine: to 
the said Kingdom. 

“ Declaring that we wish for no preferences or 
advantages over our fellow-subjects of whatever na- 
tional origin, nor for any infringement of the rights. 



laws, institutions, privileges and immunities, civil or 

1 1 npl /-vn o ■I'.-* - f* 1 . . 



rehgious, in which those of French origin may be 
peculiarly interested, and to which they are entitled, 
or which they enjoy under the British government 
and the established constitution ; desiring merely for 
ourselves the enjoyment of equal rights with our 
fellow-subjects, and that permanent peace, security 
and freedom for our persons, opinions, property and 
industry which are the common rights of British 
subjects. 

And in furtherance of tlie puiposes aforesaid, 
to the utmost of our power, we hereby pledge 
ourselves to each other and to our fellow-subjects 
throughout the Empire.” 

An address was also issued by the constitutionalists 
at Montreal shortly after the above from Quebec. 



iC 



TO MEN OP BRITISH OR IRISH DESCENT. 



Fellow Countrymen, 

‘‘ Engaged in a contest, the result of which must be 
fdt throughout the Provinces of British America, we, 
jour oppressed brethren of Montreal, solicit your 
attention to a^ brief and temperate exposition of our 
principles and grievances P - our 
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“Connected with you by identity of origin, by Chap, 
community of feeling, by national recollections, and 
by one common interest, in this the hour of dang xg34. 
we look to you for support. 

The popidation of Lower Canada, heterogeneous 
in its character, comprehends two distinct classes— 
a majority of French, and a minority of British des- 
cent — governed by feelings and attachments widely 
differing from each other ; the causes which have 
produced that division may be generally known. 

The want of education among the French major- 
ity, and their consequent inability to form a correct 
judo'inent of the acts of their political leaders; have 
engendered most of our grievances. The extent of 
that io’norance may be collected fi’om the facts, that 
within the last few years in each of two Grand Juries 
of the Court of Khig’s Bench for the district of Mon- 
treal, selected under a jirovincial law, from aniong 
the wealthiest inhabitants of the rural parishes, there 
was found but one person competent to write his 
name ; and that trustees of schools are specially per- 
mitted, by statute, to affix their crosses to their 



school reports. 

^^The political information of that part of the Cana- 
dian population digged in agricultural pursuits is, 
therefore derived exclusively from the few educated 
individuals scattered among them, who speak the 
same language, and who possess the means of cirect- 
ino- public opinion, exempted from those salutary 
checks which education alone can bestow. 

“The persons who wield this mighty power are, 
generally speaking seigniors, lawyers and notaries, 
of French extraction, all of whom as will be shown 
hereafter, have a direct and selfish interest in inam- 
taining a system of feudal law, injurious to the coun- 
try, and bearing with peculiai- seventy on British 



*"“Oiir endeavours to procure relief have been repre- 
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^P* sented as an overt attack upon the customs and in- 
stitutions of the Province ; national prejudices have 



1834. been called into action, national feelings excited, 
and a French majority, ignorant of the nature of 
the contest, is now arrayed against a British minor- 
ity. 

Passing by the petty vexations of the feudal ten- 
ure, such as the seignior’s right to call for the title 
deeds of every vassal ; his exclusive right of grinding 
the grain of his seigniory ; his right to assume any 
property within the limits of his seigniory, on reim- 
bursing to the purchaser the cost of his acquisition ; 
and other claims of a servile and arbitrary character 
incident to feudal law ; we proceed to the subject 
of the more grievous burdens by which we are op- 
pressed. ^ 

‘‘Throughout the seigniories of Lower Canada, 
within the limits of which are comprised the cities of 
Montreal and Quebec, upon the sale of real propertv 
the feudal Lord extracts fi’om the purchaser a fine 
eqiial to one-twelfth jiart of the price— a claim 
which recurs with each successive sale ; thus every 
person who clears, or otherwise improves a fann 
erects a builchng, either in town or country, or in- 
vests capital in landed estate, bestows one-twelfth of 
^ on ^ the seignior, whenever the property is 




cednre, for whose dfscov* 



, j-ici VY , UHL otJUcL 

sist, unaffected by that pro- 
ery no means are afforded ; 




hence the difficulty of borrowing money on mort- ^ 

gage, and the frequent seizure and forced sale ot 

r*0Ql 0StJitG» X834. 

“ The profits which accrue to the seignior frona 
this state of things are obvious ; and the^ interest oi 
the French lawyer and notary in maintaining a 
system of law that fosters litigation and produces 
corresponding expense is equally intelligible. 

“Such are the considerations which govern a party 
exereising a paramoimt influence in the House o 
Assembly : and thus it is that British liberality 
which conferred upon the French population the 
elements of free government has been perverted by 
designing and interested individuals to the means ot 
retaining laws adverse to national prosperity and to 
the spirit of free institutions. , . , j *• 

“ The repugnance of Britons to a slavish and anti- 
quated system of feudal jurisprudence has drawn 
upon them the undisguised hostility of the French 
party ; an hostility which has been manifested by 
attempts even of a legislative character to check emi- 
gration from the British Isles, and to prevent a per- 
manent settlement in the Province of that class ot 
His Majesty’s subjects, whom they have invidiously 
described as of ‘British or Foreign ongin. 

“The most prominent of these enactments, ^d the 
most unjust, is the imposition of a tax on British 
emigrants, and British emigrants only, in violation 
of the most sacred rights we inherit from our fathers, 
and contrary to the best interests of the Province. 

“ They have denounced, as a mischievous monopoly , 
a Land ''Company , established for the pumose oi 
settling, with a British population, lauds which, by 
tbeir distance from a market and want of roads, 
would otherwisG b 0 inacc0ssibl0 to individual Giitei - 
prisG ; wilfully ovGrlookin^ tho fact; tlnit the im- 
mense tracts of land stiU leld by the Crown, and 
olfered for sale, in small parcels, at low rates, secure 
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Chap, the advantages of competition, and will prevent the 
Company from using its privileges to the detriment 
1834 . the community. 

In the formation of counties for the election of 
representatives, the townships, which ai'e held by 
the tenure of jfree and common soccage, and are 
therefore the natural resort of British settlers, have 
been divided into counties, according to the actual 
population, without making any provision for their fu- 
ture growth, although the territory thus parcelled 
out is of much larger extent than the French sei- 
gniories ; so that were the respective sections of the 
Province peopled in proportion to their productive 
powers, a majority of British constituents would re- 
turn a minority of representatives. 

‘‘ They have excluded co-tenants and co-proprie- 
tors from the elective franchise, as being generally 
Britons, whilst to co-heirs, as being chiefly French, 
the right of voting has been carefrilly secured. 

The qualification of magistrates, of militia officers 
and of jurors, is made to depend upon real estate ; 
the possession of which, in propertiesof limited Wue, 
is generally confined to Canadians, whilst Britons, 
whose capitals are more commonly embarked in 
commercial and manufacturing pursuits, are virtu- 
ally debarred from those offices and public trusts; 
thus confiding our liberties to the discretion of a body 
of men, the greater number of whom ai'e devoid 
of education, and have been taught to regard Bri- 
tons as their natural enemies. 

^l^iise of power and contempt of enlightened 
pubhc opinion, (confident in the support of an un- 
lettered French majority,) are exemplified by their 
proceedings in the House of Assembly. We have 
seen Mr Christie expelled from successive Parlia- 
ments, despite the remonstrances of the disfran- 
chised electors of Gaspe, and contrary to every prin- 
ciple of a representative government — Mr. Mondelet 



expelled by a forced construction of an illegal reso- Chap, 
lution, a construction, from which the framer of the 
resolution declared his dissent ; and contrary to the 1834 . 
precedent in the case of Mr. Panet, who under like 
circumstances, was permitted to retain his seat- 
The West Ward of Montreal, containing a majority 
of independent British electors, disfranchised foi 
two years — a pretended enquiry into the melancholy 
riot of the 21st of May, 1832, where individuals 
were pronounced guilty before the examination of a 
single witness ; and where, in violation of a solemn 
pledge, and of common justice, the evidence for the 
prosecution was sent forth to the world without any 
evidence having been received in defence — public 
monies misapplied under resolutions of the Assem- 
bly, without the assent of the co-ordinate branches 
of the legislature— the contingent expenses of the 
Assembly charged with a salary to Mr. 
ginally of £1000, but gradually increased to £1700 
per annum — a sum so disproportionate to the ser- 
vices rendered, as to justify the conclusion, that the 
vote itself was a convenient pretext for the secret 
misapplication of Provincial funds ; and, their dar- 
ing contempt of all public and constitutional prin- 
ciples during the last session, and on the eve of a 
dissolution, in attempting to commit a new Parlia- 
ment to the reimbursement of the expenses attend- 
ant upon the convening of public meetings through- 
out the Province, avowedly for the purpose of influ- 
encing the general election. 

The laws governing commercial transactions in- 
troduced from France, remain as they were at the 
conquest. Applications to the Assembly for a bank- 
rupt law, and other modifications of the existing 
jurisprudence, suited to the altered circumstances of 
the country, have been uniformly neglected, and we 
continue subjected to the uncertain and ill defined 
provisions of a body of laws long since repudiated in 
that France, whence it was originally derived. 



Chap. The Provincial banks called into existence by 
acts of the Provincial Legislature, and by the terms 
1834 . their charters, compelled annually to exhibit state- 
ments of their affairs, have been openly denounced 
by Mr. Papineau, late Speaker of the Assembly, 
and organ of the French party, from no other pos- 
sible motive than a desire to inflict injury upon 
commerce, and consequently on Britons, by whom 
the commerce of the country is chiefly conducted. 

The same individual has publicly recommended 
to the French party to abstain from all intercourse 
with Britons ; an advice which has been acted upon 
to a considerable extent. 

‘‘Not satisfied Avith the powers with which they 
are constitutionally invested, the French party in 
the Assembly have been incessantly occupied in at- 
tempting to arrogate to themselves supremacy in the 
concerns of the Province. 

Their refusal to pass laws, except of temporary 
duration, has involved in uncertainty important in- 
terests which would require to be regulated by per- 
manent enactments. ^ 

“ Their claim to pass in review the salaries of all 
public officers bj an annual Civil List, voted by 
Items, would, if acceded to, lead to a disorganization 
ot government, and ultimately render the Judges 
and other public functionaries, the instruments of 
their political animosities. 

The Legislative Council, a body appointed by 
le rown, and where alone British interests are 
Jairly represented, they are endeavouring to replace 
y an elective Council, which, returned by the same 
constituency, must, from necessity, be in all respects 

; a measure wliich 

BrftUi -T ^ majority, hostile to 

’ ■“ Pr” I* ^ployed t° 

sever the connexion between Canada and the Em- 




Our opposition to this extension of the elective Chap, 
principle, dictated by preservation, has been falsely 
represented as an opposition to liberal institutions. i834. 
Accustomed to see in the neighboring States the 
mild tolerance of equal laws, and a constitution in its 
essential features approximating to our own, we are 
not of those who startle with alarm at the name of a 
republic, or view their institutions with jealousy or 
distrust. With sentiments of generous pride, we re- 
coo-nise the lineaments of kindred blood and national 
character. Sensible of the benefits derived from 
our connexion with the parent state, and ardently 
attached to the land of our fathers, we view with 
grief and indignation, proceedings, which, if not 
successfully resisted, will leave us no choice between 
a change which we deprecate, and a submission to 
French oppression. 

It were an insult to the understanding to dwell 
upon public opinion, as expressed by a population 
destitute of the advantages of education, as the mass 
of the French population in this Province has been 
shewn to be, and we regard with blended feelings of 
indignation and contempt, the affectation of the 
leaders of the French party, of the character of lib- 
erals and reformers, whilst they have sedulously fos- 
tered a system of feudal exactions and feudal servi- 
tude, which invest a privileged class with more ar- 
bitrary rights than the nobility of England, without 
the plea of hereditary claims to legislative honors. 

Numbering in our ranks many who, both in 
Britain and in Ireland, were foremost in the cause 
of reform; independent in our principles; uncon- 
nected with office ; of all classes and of all creeds ; 
bound together by the endearing recollection of a 
common origin, and the powerful sentiment of a 
common danger, we are prepared to resist to the ut- 
termost the efforts of a party, which, under the 
specious guise of popular institutions, would sever 
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Chap, wisdom from power, and respect from intelligence, 
and consign us to unendurable bondage. 

Cherishing sentiments of becoming respect for 
His Majesty’s government, and correctly appreciat- 
ing its many efforts to advance our prosperity, the 
task we have undertaken to perform requires, never- 
theless, that we should explicitly declare our opin- 
ion, that the evils which oppress us have been 
aggravated by the various and temporising policy of 
succcessive administrations. 

The destinies of this important Province have been 
confided to Colonial Secretaries, ignorant of the 
state of parties in the Colony. Entering upon office 
without a competent knowledge of our affairs 5 rely- 
ing for information upon a House of Assembly, con- 
stituted as that body has been shewn to be ; alter- 
nately making unwise concessions or attempting to 
enforce unwise principles, and not unfrequently re- 
tiring from office at a time when experience would 
have enabled them to act with becoming judgment 
and decision, the tendency of their measures has 
been to compromise the dignity of the Home Gov- 
ernment and to confer a sanction upon the preten- 
sions by which our interests are assailed. 

We are not insensible to the just grounds of 
complaint arising from the inefficiency of the Exec- 
utive Council, and the feeble claims which that 
the confidence of the community. 

We cannot recognise just principles of govern- 
ment in calling to a seat in one of the Councils, a 
clerk or subordinate officer of ^the other ; and al- 
oug the Legislative Council, as at present con- 
stituted, commands our respect as possessing a 
majority of independent members, we consider that 
1 holding dependent 

upon by undue influence. 

“ The accumulation of offices in the family and 
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connection of a leading member of tlie Legislative Chap. 
Council, deserves to be held up to public reprehen- 

sion. . , . , 1 T 1 

“ The irresponsible manner in which the liancl 

granting Department is conducted, the salary dis- 
proportioned to the duties performed, which is at- 
tached to the office, and other abuses connected 
with the Woods and Forests, demand revision. 

“ To the redress of these abuses, and to all other 
reforms, based upon just principles, we offer the 
most strenuous support, and we, deliberately and 
with confidence submit this exposition of our prin- 
ciples and grievances, in order that our fellow- 
countrymen may be enabled to judge of the sinceiity 
of the respective parties in the Province, by con- 
trasting professions with facts. 

“ The subject of this address cannot fail to sug- 
gest important reflections connected with the social 
and political relations of the country. Of what the 
future will disclose we can offer no conjecture. 
Recent events have roused us to a sense of inipend- 
ino* danger, and the British and Irish population oi 
Lower Canada are now united for self-preservation, 
animated by a determination to resist measures, 
which, if successful must end in their destruction. 
Shall we, in this, the country of our adoption, be 
permitted to find a home ? or shall we be driven 
from it as fugitives ? 

“ Strong in the sympathies of our fellow country- 
men in the Sister Provinces, injury cannot be in- 
flicted upon us, without affecting them; and the 
French party may yet be taught, that the majority 
upon which they count for success, will, in the hour 
oKrial, prove a weak defence against the awakened 
energies of an insulted and oppressed people. 

“ By order of the Committtee appointed at a public 
meeting of the inhabitants of Montreal, held on the 
20th of November, 1834. 

(Signed) JOHN MOLSON, Jun. 





Chap. The official classes, including the Judges, who had 
XXXV. suffered much inconvenience from the withholding 
of the supplies, were this autumn partially relieved 
by an advance from the military chest of £31,000 
sterhng, by order fi'om the government at home, to- 
wards part payment of the arrears due them.* Tliis 



Dowuing-street, 27th Sept. 1834. 

“ My Lord, — I have the honor to acquaint your Lordship, that 
His Mijesty’s government being fully aware of the extreme incon- 
venience to which our government has necessarily been exposed by 
the failure of the Supply Bill for tlie year 1833, and by the absence 
of any provision for the expenses of the public service for the pre- 
sent year, have had under their most serious consideration the 
steps which it would be most desirable to adopt with the view of 
relieving you from a state of embarrassment. 

“ The most gratifying termination to this state of things that 
cp be anticipated is unquestionably the settlement of the 
cial differences of the Province in a manner satisfactory to all 
parties, and such as may meet the reasonable views of His Ma- 
jesty 8 subj'ects of all classes in Canada. This supposition is one 
which it is my most earnest desire to realize, and to its accom- 
plishment the most anxious endeavors of the Government are now 
directed. But in the interval which must occur before these dis- 
cussions can be brought to a close, I am bound in justice to those 

who fill 'nilhlip. Rltiinfinna 1 J 



1 !• «■ V.1.VOC:, X tim UUUUU lU justice tO lUOSt 

Who till public situations, to consider the privations and hard 
ships to wiiich they are subject by the delay which has taken 
place in the payment of their salaries, and to devise some im- 



mediate means for providing funds for their relief. N"othing but 
the unprecedented nature of the call would justify the Govern- 
ment in having recourse to such a measure, especially since (as 
your Lordship is aware) there is a sum amply sufficient to meet 
the demands on the public chest, but which cannot with propriety 
be aDDronriatftd until n Kin i j i xi. . k 



be appropriated until a supply bill has been passed by the Ayem'- 
bly. it is under these peculiar circuir^^ i t 



a V ‘j V — Vt‘ circumstances that it has been 

determined by His Majesty’s government to authorize ap advance 
military chest, not exceeding the sum of 
i31,000, being the amount required to defray the services of the 
year 1833. I do not mean to direct these payments to be made 
in all cases, for it wonbl hn t i .l 



in a cases, foi it would be unquestionably more advantageous 
in many respects that a course oi proceeding, onlv ‘ ' ' 

hv inAVltnhliTi + ^1 1.1 . 



Kvr proceeding, only to be justified 

y meltable necessity, should not be resorted to. But my inten- 

*“ under the responsibility"’ of His 

. J y * ovcnimcnt, an authority to meet such extreme cases 
of require your interposition, and may not admit 

„ 1 ^ r entire question is disposed of, by a temporary 

mVirthUr^-‘^® fund the Mo&er CoW 

pyi^ this relief in a manner wluch does not prejudice anv of the 
points under discussion, and feeling conviuceffl out oTthfsup 
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partial relief mitigated the distress, but it iiTitated Ch^. 
the opponents of the government, who contended that 
it w4 an undue interference with the privileges of i834. 
the Commons, and with a view to render their at- 
tempts to control the Executive, by refusing the 
supplies, nugatory. This step by the Home Govern- 
ment was consequently made an additional grievance. 

On the eve of the new year, the mayor and town- 
council of Quebec, with singular indelicacy, took into 
consideration the propriety of paying the usual com- 
pliment of a new-year’s visit to the Governor-in-Ghiet, 
and decided in the negative. ..in 

The Asiatic cholera this summer again visited Ca- 
nada, scourging the cities of Quebec and Monti ea 
with equal if not greater severity than m 184^, as 
well as the principal towns in the Upper PrOTince. 

The new parliament,* (the las t of Lowe r Cana^ 

plies which I trust will be voted by the Legislature of Lower 
Canada this advance will be cheerfully repaid. 

“ You will, upon the meeting of the Legislature, take the ear- 
liest opportunity of making the two Houses acquainted with the 
coui-se^^ich His Majesty’s government have felt it necessary to 
adopt; and I entertain a confident expectation that the 
condition of the Province will receive from the Legislature that 
attention which its paramount importance demands. 

“ I have, <EC. 

(Signed,) “T. Spring Rice. 

“ To Lt.-6enl. Lord Aylmer, <fec., <fec.” 

* House of Assembly. 

Tlie figures after the names, denote the number of dracs the mem- 
ber had served previous to the last election. Those to whose 
names are prefixed f were not of the last Assembly. 

Sneaker ; Bonaventure, E. Thibodeau, (1.) and 

+ J.^. Deblois; G'cmw*. Wm. Power, (2.) and Jean Le Bo^illier, 

(l.V Rimouski, Louis Bertrand, (1.) and f J. Bte. Tachd 
rado, Aniable Dionne, ( 1 ) and 4 Pierre 

L’Met J. B. Fortin, (9.) and J. C. Letoumcau, (2.), Belleclms^, JN. 
Boissonnault, (3.) and A. N. Morin, (2.); Dorchester, f J- B. Beau- 
doiiin and Jean Bouffard, (1.); Beauce, Ant. Ch. 
and Pierre Elz. Taschereau, (1.); Megantic, j John G. Clapham , 
Lotbiniire, Louis Mdthot, (1.) and J. Bte. Haie Noel, (1.); NM 
Laurent Bourdages; J. Bte.’Proulx, (4.); 

(!.)■ Sherbrooke, Bai-th. C. A. Gugy,(l.) and f John Mooie, Stan- 
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Chap, met on the 21st February, 1835, and the Assembly, 
having re-clcctcd Mr. Papineaii their speaker, by a 

1835. steady Marcus Child, (1.^ and f John Grannis; Yamaskay L. G. de 
Tonnancour, (1.) and f Edmund B. O’Callaghan; St. Hyacinthey 
liouis R. Blanchard, (1.) and f Thomas Bouthillier ; Bourg de Win. 
Henry, f John Pickle ; RichelieUy Jacques Dorion, (1.) and C. C. S. 
de Bleury, (1.); RouvilUy Pierre Carrcau,(l.) and f Pierre M, Bar- 
dy; Sheffordy Samuel Wood, (1.) and f A. Wells; Mumquoiy 
t Wm. Baker, and f E. Knight ; VercJdreSy Pierre Amiot, (7.) and 
Jos. Toussaint Drolet, (1.); Chamhhjy Ls. Michel Viger, (1.) and 
t Ls. Lacoste ; LanrairiCy J. Moise Raymond, (3.) and f Jos. N. Cardi- 
nal ; Acadicy C. O. Cote, and f Merritt Hotchkiss ; Beauharnois 
Chas. Archambault, (1.^ and Jacob Dewitt, (1.) ; ComtSde Montrialy 
Louis J. Papineau, (10.) f Come Seraphim Chenier ; Ville de Mont- 
rialy (Est.) J. Leslie, (2.) and + Joseph Roy; Ville de Montrialy 
(Quest) L. J. Papineau, (10.) and f Robert Kelson ; Vaudreuily Char- 
les Rochon dit Larocquc, (1.) and f C. O. Perrault; OutamaUy 
f Baxter Bowman, and f James Blackburn ; Deux MontagneSy Win. 
Heurjr Scott, (2.) and J. Jos. Girouard, (1.) ; Terrehonney L. H. La- 
fontame, (2.) and f S5r. Bouc ; LachenaiCy F. Courteau, (2.) J. M 
Rochon, (2.) ; HAssomptiony Ed. Et. Rodier, and f J. B. Meilleur • 
B^thiery Jacques Deligny, (6.) and Alexis Mousseau, (4.) Saint- 
Mauncey Pierre Bureau, (6.) and Valere Guillet, (1.); Bcmrq deg 
Trois Rivihresy Dr. Jos. U6n6 Kimber, (1.) and + Ed. Bernard* 
^lamplainy 01. Trudelle, (1.) and P. A. Dorion, (1.) ; Rortneuf, F. 
X. Larue, (3.) and H. S. Huot, (1.); Comte de ^ibecy Loms T. 
Besserer, (1.) and f Jean Blanchet; Haute Ville de Quebecy \ R6n6 
Ed. Caron, and f Amable Berthelot ; Basse Ville de QuebeCy Geo. 
Vanfelson (1.) and f Hypolitc Dubord; OrleanSy J. Bte. Casault, 
(1.) and Alexis Godbout, (1.) Montmorenciy Elzear Bedard, (1 ) 
Saguenaijy Andr6 Simon, (1.) Xavier Tessier, (1.) 

Legislative Council. 

The Honorable Jonathan Sewell, Chief Justice of Lower Ca- 
Chfphpf Stewart, Lord Bishop of 

H W n Caldwell, Bart., 

nlw ^ Cuthtiert Clmrlee Wm. Grant, Pre. Dora! 

B Coffin, Roderick Mackenzie, Lewis Gugy, W. 

R^i^do In? ^ George Moflatt, 

Sre P™ T’ ^ ‘1® Sales La- 

p1erre dp^R !nl^h^^^^p\y®^^ Dcssaullcs, Barthelemi Joliette, 
Bieire de Rodieblave, Robt. Harwood, Ant G. Couillard Robert 
Jones, James Baxter, Frs. Quirouet, Joseph Massor 

T1.Z. IT VI , Executive Council. 
ofQuebeTTl^^^^^ Stewart, Lord Bishop 

L6rv A W Coehrnn T Smith, C. E. Chaussegros de 

Heney Stewart, Dominique Mondelet, fiugues 







vote of 70 in his fiivor against 6 for Mr. Lafontaine, Chap, 
(who had been put in nomination contrary to his 
wishes) lost no time, after hearing the Governor’s iggs. 
speech, to take into consideration the state of the 
Province, going into committee of the whole House 
daily on the subject. A bill was introduced for the 
appointment of an Agent of the Province in the Uni- 
ted Kingdom, a blank being left in it for the name 
of the person who should be chosen for the purpose, 
and which was subsequently supplied with that of 
Mr. Roebuck. 

The Governor’s speech in opening the session was 
as follows : — 

“ Crmitlemen of the Legislative Council, 

‘‘ Crentlemen of the Souse of Assembly, 

It was my intention to meet you on the day ap- 
pointed by the Royal proclamation of the 16th De- 
cember, 1834, for the assembling of the Provincial 
Parliament for the despatch of business. 

I had already received some important commu- 
nications upon subjects deeply affecting the vital in- 
terests of the Province, which for some months past 
have engaged the serious attention of His Majesty s 
government, and in relation to which it was desiiable 
that I should be in possession of their instructions 
previous to the meeting of the Provincial Parliament, 
when the official intelligence reached me of a change 
having taken place in IRs Majesty’s Councils : where- 
upon the meeting of the Provincial Parliament was 
postponed to the present day , in order to afford time 
for the receipt of the instructions to which I have 

alluded. . 

The recent changes in His Majesty s Councils 
must unavoidably have delayed the transmission oi 
these instructions which have not yet been received 
by me, and although I still consider it desirable that 
I should be in possession of them previous to the 
assembling of the Provincial Parliament, I have never- 
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Chap, theless judged it expedient now to call you together 
XXXV. under the apprehension that the public service might 
he e:y)osed to serious inconvenience by further delay. 

^‘1 have received from His Majesty’s government, 
official information of the passage of a bill in the 
Imperial Parliament relating to the Post Office De- 
partment in His Majesty’s dominions in North Ame- 
rica ; and I received at the same time the draft of a 
bill in relation to that department to be submitted 
to your consideration, which shall be done at an early 
period of the present session. 

‘‘Previous to the opening of the navigation of the 
River Saint Lawrence, in the spring of last year, I 
deemed it expedient to re-establish the Quarantine 
Station at Grosse Isle. I will at an early period of 
the session, bring under your notice the measures 
which were adopted on that occasion : — They will be 
found similar to those adopted and acted upon during 
the two preceding sessions,and subsequent^ sanction- 
ed by the two branches of the Legislature in the last 
session, and the session before the last. 

The failure of the supply bill in the session before 
the last ; the separation of the Legislature after the 
last session, without having jiassed any bill of supply ; 
and the inadequacy of the funds permanently appro- 
priated, and placed by law at the disposal of the 
Crown for defraying the expenses of the civil govern- 
ment, and the administration of justice, to effect 
rnore than the payment of a limited proportion of 
those expenses, could not fail to create the most 
serious embarrassments in carrying on the ordinary 
and indispensable operations of government. Under 
diese circumstances it was deemed expedient by His 
Majesty s government to direct the issue from the 
military chest of a sum equal to thirty-one thousand 
pounc s, ster mg, for the purpose of mitigating those 
embarr^smente, by the payment in pai-t of the sala- 
ries and contingent aUowances of the judges and 
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other public officers of the Crown, who, in conse- Cl^. 
quence of the non-payment of their salaries and con- 
tinsent allowances, had been long suffering extreme i886. 
distress and serious inconvenience ; and His Majesty s 
government feel convinced that out of the supplies 
ivhich they trust \nW. be voted by the Legislature of 
Lower Canada, the advance from the military chest 
will be cheerfully repaid. 

Grcntleinen of the Souse of A^sseinbly ^ ^ 

“I recommend to your early consideration the 
expediency of making provision for the repayment 
of the advance made in pursuance of the instructions 
of His Majesty’s government, from the military chest, 
equal to the sum of thirty-one thousand pounds ster- 
lino-, which advance has been applied to services 
winch are absolutely necessary in carrying on the 
ordinary administration of justice and other indis- 
pensable operations of government. 

“ The accounts of the expenditure of the year end- 
ing 10th October last, and an estimate of the expenses 
for the current year, ^yill be laid before you at an 
early period of the session. 

“ Q-entlemen of the Legislative Council, 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Assembly , 

“ I have now only to recommend to you to proceed 
with diligence in the discharge of your important 
duties as legislators, and to express my earnest desire 
that the present Parliament, which is now assembled 
for the first time, may hereafter be distinguished for 
the benefits conferred by it on the Province. 

Before proceeding to business. His Excellency s 
speech in proroguing the previous session was taken 
into consideration, and the Mowing resolutions were 
passed on the subject ; 

“ Resolved, That any censure of the proceedings 
of this House on the part of another branch of the 
Legislature, or of the Executive government, is in 
violation of the statute in virtue of which this House 







Chap, is constituted, an iniringement of its privileges 
which they cannot dispense with protesting against, 
and a dangerous attiick upon the rights and liberties 
of His Majesty’s subjects in this Province. 

Resolved, That that part of the speech of His 
Excellency the Governor-in-Chief addressed to this 
House on the 18th of March last, at the close of the 
la^t session, and which relates to the petitions ad- 
dressed by this House to His Most Gracious Majesty, 
and to the two Houses of Parliament of the United 
Kingdom, on the state of the Province, complaining 
of grievances and abuses which exist in this Pro- 
vince, and indicating the means of remedying the 
same, is a censure on the part of the head of the 
Executive of this Province, of the proceedings of 
this House, which had acted as an equal branch of 
the Legislature, for divers good causes and conside- 
rations to itself known, for the benefit of His Majes- 
ty’s subjects in this Province and of his government 
therein. 

Resolved, that the said speech be expunged fi'om 
the Journal of this House. 

In the Address in answer to the Governor’s speech 
it was observed : — 

We regret in common with Your Excellency, 
the failure of the supply bill which passed this 
House in the session before the last. Last year 
the proceedings of this House were founded on the 
ancient practice of Parliament, and on the spirit of 
the Constitution itself, and on other considerations 
known to this House, for the benefit of His Majesty’s 
subjects in this Province and of his government 
therein. We would regret that His Majesty’s 
government should have resorted for defraying the 
expenses of the Civil Government and administra- 
tion of justice to the application of any funds levied 
m this Province, which are of right and ought effect- 
ually to be under the control of this House. We 



would also regret that any other funds should have Chap, 
been applied to the same purpose without the votes 
this House, thus destroying the wholesome and con-"^^^ 
stitutional influence which the people ought to have 
through their representatives over every branch of 
the Executive government. We however defer any 
further comment, in the hope that the communica- 
tions which Your Excellency was pleased to announce, 
will render full justice to this House. Our determi- 
nation on matters so essentially connected with the 
interests of our constituents and the peculiar pri- 
vileges of this House, shall not fail to be guided by 
what we may conceive to be the constitutional rights 
of this branch of the Legislature, and for the welfare 
of the Province. We shall also receive with the same 
views the estimate of the expenses for the current 
year, which Your Excellency is pleased to say will 
be laid before us at an early period of the session. 

‘‘We beg leave to assure Your Excellency that this 
House is ever disposed to apply itself with the utmost 
diligence to the discharge of its duties as represen- 
tatives of the people, to whom w^e are to return to 
partake in their lot. 

“ It is in that solemn capacity, and after a recent 
election, that we think it our duty respectfully to 
declare to Your Excellency, that the great body of 
the people of this Province without distinction, con- 
sider the extension of the elective principle, and its 
introduction into the constitution of the Legislative 
Council in particular, the full and miimpeded en- 
joyment by the Legislature of this Province and by 
this House of their legislative and constitutional 
rights, and the reparation of all grievances and abuses, 
as essential to the wants, condition and happiness of 
His Majesty’s faitliful Canadian subjects, and neces- 
sary to strengthen their confidence in His Majesty’s 

f overnment. We also most respectfully pray Your 
Ixcellency to be pleased to convey to His Most 
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Chap. Grax^ious Majesty this our humble but firm opimon^ 
so tiiat His Majesty and his parliament may remove 
the causes which have impeded the prosperity of the 
province, and secure for the future the welfare and 
content of its inhabitants under the government of 
His Majesty. 

With this address, the Assembly waited upon His 
Excellency, who drily answered : — 

Mr, Speaker^ and 

G-entlemen of the Souse of Assemlhj^ 

It has been my custom, as well as that of, I be- 
lieve, all my predecessors in office, to transmit to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, a 
copy of the Address of the House of Assembly in 
answer to the Speech of the Governor, or person ad- 
ministering the government, at the opening of each 
session, and this shall be done in like manner in the 
present instance.” 

Before the presentation of the above had taken 
place, an address to the King had been agreed upon 
in committee of the whole House on the state of the 
province, and was concurred in by the house. It 
was as follows : — 

“ To THE King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 

‘‘ May it please Your Majesty, 

We, Your Majesty’s faithful and loyal subjects, 
the Commons of the Province of Lower Canada, in 
Provincial Parliament assembled, most respectfully 
approach Your Majesty to expose : 

‘‘ That during the last session of the Imperial Par- 
liament, the Commons of the Province of Lower 
Canada, in the name of the people whom they repre- 
sent, approached Your Majesty by petition, dated 
from Quebec, on the first day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-four, setting forth the griev- 
ances which the people of the said Province suffered, 
arising out of the vicious principles upon which their 
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political institutions are based, aggravated by a series Chap, 
of arbitrary administrations to which the Province 
has been subjected. 1835 . 

‘‘ That the enquiry which was instituted before a 
select committee appointed by the Honorable the 
House of Commons upon Canada affairs, on the 15th 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, 
induced the people of Lower Canada to hope, that 
not only would the prayer of their petition be listened 
to, but that the grievances therein set forth, which 
your petitioners have reason to believe were fully 
supported, would be immediately redressed. 

That this hope, which your petitioners cannot 
deem unreasonable, was still further strengthened by 
the retirement of Your Majesty’s late Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the Right Honorable E. G. 
Stanley, and the subsequent appointment of the 
Right Honorable T. Spring Rice, the more espe- 
cially after the repeated declarations of the Right 
Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
that Y^our Majesty’s government was actuated by the 
strongest desire to render justice to the people of 
this Province, by removing the various abuses under 
which they suffer, and affording to them security 
against the recurrence thereof. 

That your petitioners, however, regret to state 
that not only does the said petition of the Commons 
of Lower Canada to Your Majesty, seem to have been 
totally neglected, but that new abuses have been in- 
flicted upon the people of this Province, which, if 
not speedily removed, will tend to increase, to an 
alarming degree, the discontents which have so long 
prevailed, and will ultimately alienate the affections 






of the people even from the government of England 



itself. 
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That among the additional grievances of which 
the people of this Province have to complain, your 
petitioners would invite the attention of Your Majesty 
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to the fact, that His Excellency Matthew Lord Ayl- 
mer, is still continued in the government of this 
Province, after having been formally accused, in the 
aforesaid petition, of ‘illegal, unjust and unconstitu- 
tional conduct,’ and after having borne himself to- 
wards the representatives of the people of Lower 
Canada, in a manner insulting to a body intrusted 
with legislative functions, and destructive of the 
respect which should be due to Your Majesty’s re- 
presentative. 

“ That the acts of the Governor in Chief, of which 
the people of this Province have still to complain, 
were, for the most part, enumerated in the aforesaid 
petition to Your Majesty ; that since that time, the 
vindictive and bitter feelings, together with the arbi- 
trary and unbecoming conduct which His Excellency 
has displayed towards the people of this Province, 
have created an universal feeling of discontent to- 
wards His Excellency’s administration. 

“ That among the just subjects of complaint against 
the present administration of this Province, the sys- 
tem which is exhibited in the distribution of offices, 
necessarily holds a conspicuous place ; that the chief 
recommendation to office continues to be a display of 
marked and bitter animosity towards the majority of 
the people of this Province ; that it is seldom men of 
French Canadian origin find their way into office 
under any circumstances ; but when they are ap- 
pointed, it is not until they have alienated themselves 
from the sympathies of the people, and allied them- 
selves with the factious minority opposed to the 
wishes and interests of the country ; and that even 
the sacred character of justice has been recently pol- 
luted in its source, by the appointing to the high 
office of Judge of the King’s Bench for the district 
of Montreal, a man who was a violent and decided 
partisan of the administration of the Earl of Dalhousie, 
and the 'declared enemv of the laws which he is 



sworn to administer ; and also by tlic appointment of Chap, 
a great number of commissioners for the trial of small 
causes, in different parts of the country, intentionally 
selected on the eve of a general election, from among 
the notorious partisans of the present administration. 

That another cause of complaint which has arisen 
since the aforesaid petition of the Commons of Lower 
Canada to Your Majesty, is the culpable indifference 
betrayed by the Governor in Chief on the subject of 
the frightful ravages committed by the Asiatic cho- 
lera, during the last summer ; that a few days after 
the existence of the dreadful scourge in the city of 
Montreal was ascertained, the Corporation of the said 
city, in accordance with its strict line of duty, passed 
a series of resolutions, authorizing an application to 
the Governor in Chief, for an extension of the quar- 
antine regulations to the port of Montreal, and for 
an aid for the purpose of forwarding the destitute 
emigrants to their destination ; that the answer of the 
Governor was more than a bare refusal, — it was 
marked with coolness and insult ; that your petitioners 
are firmly of opinion, that the virulence which the 
disease subsequently assumed in the said city of 
Montreal, would have been considerably mitigated, 

^had the head of the administration complied with 
the prayer of the Corporation ; and that the people 
of the country generally, and more especially the 
surviving relatives of the one thousand three hundred 
victims who died in Montreal, and of the thousands 
in the Province who have fallen victims to the dis- 
ease, look upon the conduct of His Excellency as one 
of the principal causes of their suffering and bereave- 
ment. 

That since the aforesaid petition of the Commons 
of Lower Canada, Your Majesty’s government in op- 
position to the prayer of the said petition, as well as 
to the numerous representations on that subject sub- 
mitted to Your Majesty by the House of Assembly, 
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Chap, and by several of its authorized ^ents, has sanctioned 
XXXV. the sale of lands belonging to this Province, to several 
individuals using the title of the ^ British North 
American Land Company and your petitioners also 
have reason for believing that Your Majesty’s gov- 
ernment have, likewise, sold to the individuals afore- 
said, extensive tracts of land belonging to this Pro- 
vince, and thereby have taxed this colony, contrary 
to the most important and indisputable of the birth- 
rights of British subjects, which were more particu- 
larly acknowledged, and confirmed to colonies with 
local legislatures, by the faith and honor of the 
British Parliament, pledged by the declaratory act of 
one thousand seven himdred and seventy-eight, the 
violation of which principle recognized in said act, 
led to the rightful and successful resistance of the 
former British colonies, and dismemberment of the 
British empire. That your petitioners, viewing with 
alarm such an encroachment upon their political pri- 
vileges, would feign believe that it has been made 
without considering their constitutional rights, and 
the provisions of said declaratory act ; that your pe- 
titioners, nevertheless, solemnly protest against this 
violation of the most sacred rights of the people of 
Lower Canada, and pray Y^our Majesty to recommend 
to your parliament the immediate repeal of the act 
passed in favor of the said land company ; that your 
petitioners have reason to believe that the said tax is 
now being paid into the colonial chest of this pro- 
vince, for the disposal of the Executive, without the 
sanction, and in defiance of the expressed will of the 
Commons of Lower Canada; that your petitioners 
anticipate with fear, as a consequence thereof, a 
frightful increase of corruption in this Province ; that 
in addition to the fears generated by this unconstitu- 
tional taxation, and the equally unconstitutional ap- 
plication ot the said tax, your petitioners foresee, 
arising out of the peculiar powers conferred on the 






Company in question, the destruction of the political Chap, 
independence of the people who may unfortunately 
become subject to its control, and who will be 1335^ 
rendered basely subservient to the said company. 

That the continued dilapidations of the revenues 
of the Province, in direct violation of the constitution, 
are another source of alarm to Your Majesty’s Cana- 
dian subjects ; that after the abandonment of the late 
Colonial Secretary’s project to seize upon the said 
revenues by suspending an act which did no more 
than confirm to the Commons of Lower Canada a 
right previously recognized, without conferring any 
new privileges, Your Majesty’s Canadian subjects did 
not expect to l3e so soon called upon to resist similar 
imconstitutional encroachments and dilapidations ; 
yet very recently the indisputable privileges of the 
Assembly have been again violated by the payment 
of the public servants, without the sanction or cogni- 
zance of the only body authorized to give such 
sanction. 

That the people of the old colonies, now the 
United States of North America, however much they 
were agitated by attempts at unconstitutional taxa- 
tion, had much less to complain of on the score of 
executive usurpation, than the people of this Pro- 
vince ; the Assembly having repeatedly declared its 
fixed determination not to sanction that which it 
must ever consider a tyrannical violation of its rights, 
and which the people of this Province regard as a 
virtual dissolution of the constitution, and for the 
consequences of which your petitioners cannot an- 
swer. 

That under these circumstances, your petitioners 
claim for Your Majesty’s Canadian subjects. Your 
Majesty’s protection against these and similar acts of 
pillage, that Your Majesty may and ought at once to 
ascertain, in order to bring to just punishment, those 
who authorized so criminal an assumption of power. 
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Chap. That inasmuch as no session of the Provincial 
Parliament has intervened since the date of the afore- 
said petition of the Commons of this Province to 
Your Majesty, your petitioners abstain from alluding, 
at any length, to the insuperable differences and the 
ever widening breach between the House of Assem- 
bly and the Legislative Council of this Province, — 
differences springing out of the very constitution of 
the latter body : nevertheless, your petitioners cannot 
avoid reminding Your Majesty, that the aforesaid 
petition contained a prayer that the Legislative Coun- 
cil, as at present constituted, be abolished, and that 
the people of this Province be empowered to elect 
the second branch of the legislature in future, as the 
only means of producing that harmony, without which 
internal peace and good government annot exist. 

That as an evidence that the people at large fully 
participate in the opinions of the majority of the 
House of Assembly, your petitioners take leave to 
refer Your Majesty to the result of the recent elec- 
tions in the said Province of Lower Cimada, which 
avowedly turned upon the approval or the disap- 
proval of the elective principle, and which result is 
almost unanimously in favor of die said principle.” * 

Similar addresses to the two Houses of the Im- 
perial Parliament were drawn up and forwarded to 
Mr. Roebuck for presentation. The Governor was 
requested by address from the Assembly to forward 
that to His Majesty, with which he readily complied. 

The Governor sent down, on the 3d of March, the 
following message r- 

The Governor in Chief in the speech with which 
he opened the present session, recommended to the 
early consideration of the House of Assembly the 
expediency of making provision for the repayment 
of a sum equal to thirty -one thousand pounds ster- 
hng, which, in obedience to the instructions of His 



♦ See at the end of the Chapter an interesting analysis of this sub-, 
jeet, by Jacques \ igcr, tsq., of Montreal. 



Majesty's government, had been issued from the Chap, 
military chest, and applied to services which are 
absolutely necessary in carrying on the ordinary 
administration of justice, and other indispensable 
operations of government ; and he now transmits a 
detailed account of the disbursements of the advance 
so made from the military chest. It will be observed, 
that that advance has been applied to the liquidation 
of the balanee remaining unpaid on account of the 
estimate for the year ending the 10th October, 1833, 
of the expenses of the civil government and the ad- 
ministration of justice ; a part only of which expenses 
had been defrayed out of the funds permanently ap- 
propriated, and placed by law at the disposal of the 
Crown, for the administration of justice and the sup- 
port of the civil government ; and the Governor in 
Chief takes this opportunity of renewing to the House 
the expression of the reliance of His Majesty’s gov- 
ernment on their liberality in providing for the 
I'epayment of the advance in question.” 

The Assembly being in want of funds to defray 
the contingent expenses of the House, current and in 
arrears, addressed His Excellency, as at the previous 
session, for an advance of eighteen thousand pounds, 
currency, assuring him that they would make good 
the amount, if the fund by law appropriated towards 
defraying the expenses of the legislature should prove 
inadequate. To this he answered to the messengers 
bearing the address, that it appeared to him that a 
full and unqualified compliance with the prayer of 
their address involved questions of great importance, 
in a constitutional point of view, and imposed a 
weighty responsibility, under existing circumstances, 
upon the individual at the head of the Executive gov- 
ernment, — it becomes my duty, therefore, to take 
the subject of this address into my most serious 
consideration, and deliberately to examine it in all 
its bearings. This I will do, and the result will be 
‘‘ communicated to the Assembly by message.” 
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Chap. The answer was referred to a committee of the 
XXXV. whole House, by which a series of resolutions was 
adopted on the subject. The concluding resolution 
' persisted “ in demanding the impeachment of His 
Excellency the Governor in Chief,’’ as insisted upon 
by the Assembly in its addresses to His Majesty and 
the two Houses of Parliament, dated 1st March, 1834, 
and in its resolutions (the 92) of 21st February of 
the same year. 

Resolved, That on the 18th January, 1834, 
His Excellency, the present Governor in Chief, 
refused to issue his warrant to the Receiver General 
authorizing the advance in pursuance of an address 
of this House of a sum of £7000 currency, for the 
pui'posc of meeting the contingent expenses thereof. 

‘‘ Resolved, That upon the said refusal, this 
House did, on the 21st February next following, 
resolve among other things, “ That this House pos- 
‘‘ sesses of right and has exercised within this Pro- 
‘‘ vince, when occasion has required it, all the pow- 
‘‘ ers, privileges and immunities claimed and pos- 
‘‘ sessed by me Commons House of Parliament in 
‘‘ the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
‘‘ land : ” — ‘‘ That from the year 1792 to the pre- 
sent, advances have constantly been made to meet 
the expenses aforesaid, on addresses similar to 
‘‘ that presented this year by this House to the 
Governor in Chief, according to the practice adop- 
‘‘ ted by the House of Commons ; that an address 
“ of this kind is the most solemn vote of credit 
which this House can pass, and that almost the 
whole amount of a sum exceeding £277,000 has 
been advanced on such votes by the predecessors 
of His Excellency the Governor in Chief, and by him- 
self, without any risk having been incurred by any 
Governor on account of any such advances, though 
several of them have had differences, attended by 
‘‘ violence and injustice on their part, with the 
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‘‘ House of Assembly That this refusal of the Chap. 

Governor in Chief essentially impedes the des- 
patch of business for which the Parliament was'Ts^ 
‘‘ called together, is derogatory to the rights and 
honor of this House, and forms another grievance 
‘‘ for which the present Administration of this Pro- 
vince is responsible which said assertion this 
House now repeats. 

Resolved, That although the Governor in Chief 
in his message of the 18th January, 1834, commu- 
nicating his said refusal, declared that this course 
was, as he was firmly persuaded, in perfect accord- 
ance with the spirit of the constitution, and was 
moreover one from which under existing circum- 
stances no consideration of expediency could justify 
him in departing, yet this House seeing His Excel- 
lency still retain the government of the Province, 
and call together the Parliament thereof for the 
despatch of business, was led to believe that he did 
so seriously and in good faith, and that he was pre- 
pared to advance to this House the sums necessary 
to enable it to pay the numerous debts it had incur- 
red for the despatch of business^ and to meet its 
daily expenses for the same purpose. 

“ Resolved, That as the great inquest of this 
Province, it is the duty of this House to enquire 
concerning all grievances, and all circumstances 
which may endanger the general welfare of the in- 
habitants of this Province, to the end that such 
representations may be made, or such legislative 
measures introduced as may lead to the redress of 
such grievances, remove the danger, or allay such 
alarm, and may assure to His Majesty’s subjects in 
this Province mat protection and safety which they 
have a right to expect from the labors and delibera- 
tions of this essential branch of the constitution in 
which alone their rights, their interests, their wishes 
and their wants anj represented. 
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Chap. ‘‘ Resolved, That in the dischai'ge of these im- 
portant duties during the two last sessions of the 
^ Provincial Parhament, and during the present, this 
House has incurred debts to the amount of more than 
£15,000 currency, in procuring the attendance of 
witnesses and the production of documents, for the 
services of its ministerial officers, clerks and messen- 
gers, and for printing, and other indispensable and 
daily expenses, forming the contingent expenses of 
this House, that the sittings of this House cannot be 
continued for a single day without its contracting 
new debts for the same pui'poses ; and that tliis cir- 
cumstance, aggi’avatcd by the impediment occasioned 
by the debts it has already contracted, renders it 
impossible for this House to meet its future contingent 
expenses, and proceed to the despatch of business, 
so long as the Executive shall continue to refuse it 
means of so doing. 

Resolved, That far from having a right to im- 
pede the exercise of the rights and privileges of this 
House, and to impede its proceedings, the Governor 
in Chief is deputed by his Sovereign, is invested with 
great powers, and receives a large salary, as much 
tor defending the rights of the subject, and facilitat- 
ing the exercise of the privileges of this House, and 
of all constituted bodies, as for maintaining the pre- 
rogatives of the Crown; and that to pretend to control 
or restrict this House with regard to its contingent 
expenses, wffiich are the unavoidable result of its 
being called to meet in Parliament, is to subject it to 
the power of the Executive, and to confine its pro- 
ceedings to such parts of the public business as it 
mav please the latter, under the pretext that such 
and such proceeding on the part of this House would 
occasion too great an expense. 

“ Resolved, That this House having by its address 
dated on the 2nd of the present month, prayed that 
His Excellency the Governor in Chief would advance 
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the sums necessary to enable it to pay the ari'ears Chap, 
due by it, and to defray its contingent expenses 
during the present session, His Excellency, on the 
5th of the present month, returned the following 
answer to the messengers appointed by the House : — 

“ Gentlemen, — desire that you will inform the 
House of Assembly that it appears to me that a 
“ full and unqualified compliance with the prayer of 
their address for the issue of £18,000, on account 
of their contingent expenses, involves questions of 
“ great importance in a constitutional point of view, 

“ and imposes a weighty responsibility, under exist- 
‘‘ ing circumstances, upon the individual at the head 
of the Executive government of the Province. 

“ It becomes my duty therefore to take the subject 
of this address into my most serious consideration, 
and deliberately to examine it in aU its bearings ; 

“ this I will do, and the result shall be communicated 
“ to the Assembly by message.” 

‘‘ Resolved, That when His Excellency called to- 
gether the Provincial Parliament for the despatch of 
business, he must necessarily have expected that 
such an advance would be asked for dm'ing the first 
days of the session, and have been prepared to give 
a definitive answer on the subject ; and that this cir- 
cumstance combined with the declaration made by 
him on the 18tli January, 1834, that he was firmly 
persuaded that his refusal was in perfect accordance 
with the spirit of the constitution, and that no con- 
sideration of expediency could justify him in depart- 
ing from it, leads necessarily to the conclusion that 
the evasive answer given by His Excellency on the 
5th of the present month, is to be considered as a 
repetition of his refusal, and as being derogatory to 
the honor and the constitutional rights of this House ; 
and that His Excellency has since that time, under 
vain pretexts and for purposes to himself known, 
delayed giving any further explanation with regard 
to the prayer of the said address. 








Resolved, That this conduct on the part of the 
head of the Executive renders it impossible for this 
House to proceed with its legislative and constitu- 
tional business ; compels it to suspend a number of 
measures of the highest importance brought forward 
for the welfare and benefit of the country ; prevents 
the introduction of new ones ; and places this House 
with respect to its officers, servants and tradesmen, 
and others to whom it is indebted, in a position de- 
rogatory to its dignity and honor. 

Resolved, That this House expecting no co- 
operation of the other branches of the Legislature in 
the labor of a session calculated to promote the 
welfare of the country, cannot dispense with protest- 
ing, previously to the suspension of such labors 
which it has become impossible for it longer to con- 
tinue, against an act of the Executive government, 
by which the letter of the constitution is eluded and 
its spirit violated ; and that in the meanwhile and 
until the people of the Province can be effectively 
protected by the labors of the Legislature thereof, 
this House persists in demanding the impeachment 
of His Excellency the Governor in Chief of this Pro- 
vince, and perseveres in the allegations and in the 
prayer of its addresses and petitions to His Majesty 
and to the two Houses of Parliament of the United 
Kingdom, dated the first March, 1834, and in its 
resolutions of the 21st February of the same year, 
on which the said addresses and petitions were 
founded. 

The same day (5 th March) on which the Gov- 
ernor sent the above answer to the application 
of the Assembly for funds, he also sent them a mes- 
sage stating, in reference to that part of his speech, 
at the opening of the session, wherein the House of 
Assembly is informed tliat previous to the meeting 
of Parliament he had received communications from 
His Majesty’s government upon subjects of vital in- 
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terest to the welfare of the province, he now trans- Chap, 
mitted the documents alluded to for the information 
of the Assembly. Of these, the only one of interest igss. 
is the following from Mr. Spring Rice, Secretaay 
for the Colonics : — 

Downing Street, 

29th of June, 1834. 

My Lord, 

“ When called upon to undertake the duties of the 
Office to which His Majesty has been paciously 
pleased to appoint me. Your Lordship will readily 
believe that the affairs of Lower Canada were among 
the very first subjects to which my attention was 
necessarily directed. The importance of that most 
interesting Colony, the earnest anxiety which His 
Majesty feels, and which both Houses of Parliament 
have evinced for the happiness and well-being of all 
classes of His Majesty’s Canadian subjects, and my 
earnest desire to take such steps in the discharge 
of my responsible duties as are best calculated to 
advance the real and substantial interest of all His 
Majesty’s colonial possessions, would have been suf- 
ficient, under ordinary circumstances, to have in- 
duced me to examine \lie condition of the Province 
of Lower Canada most carefully. But I regret to 
think that the transactions which have taken place 
in Lower Canada within the last years, have to these 
motives added others of a strong but of less satis- 
factory nature ; and force it to be not only necessary, 
but most urgent, to form a decision, and to commu- 
nicate that decision to Your Lordship. 

“ You are doubtless apprized of the fact that, on 
the 15th April, a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons was appointed “ to enquire and report 
“ how far the grievances complained of on the part 
“ of certain inhabitants of Lower Canada, have been 
“ redressed, and how far the recommendations of the 
“ Committee which sat thereon in 1828, have been 




complied with on tlie part of His Majesty’s govem- 
ment ; and to enquire into the mat er of certain 
‘‘ other grievances not then brought under the con- 
“sideration of the House.’’ This Committee was 
composed of all the members of the former Canada 
Committee of 1828, who continue to have seats in 
the House of Commons ; together with such ad- 
ditional names as seemed best calculated to ensure 
the fairest and the most attentive consideration of 
the whole subject, and to pronounce a decision that 
could not but be felt as authoritative and impartial. 

“ In the mean while my predecessor had given 
notice of his intention to move for leave to bring in 
a bill to suspend the operation of the 1st and 2nd 
“ Wm. IV. cap. 23, in so far as relates to the charges 
‘‘ of the Civil Government in Lower Canada.” 

“ The Select Committee has met, and has continued 
its enquiries with the greatest zeal and industry. 
The most important questions to be examined by 
them have been — on what principle have the Govern- 
ment acted in the affairs of Lower Canada — and, 
have the Government earnestly and sincerely endea- 
voured to carry into effect the recommendations of 
the Canada Committee. 

“ Such being the questions to be examined, it was 
truly stated by Mr. Stanley, that the Government, of 
w^hich he formed part, and the tw'o preceding Se- 
cretaries of State w^ere put on their trial, and w'ere 
called upon to defend themselves against serious 
accusations before a tribunal of the most unquestion- 
able intelligence, impartiality and independence. 

‘‘ In order to give the Committee a full opportunity, 
of forming the best estimate of the intentions and 
of the acts of the Government, my predecessor felt 
it his duty to lay before them, without the least 
reserve, all the despatches and letters addressed to 
or written by this department, and w^hich bear on 
the points under discussion. Not only have no 
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objections been made to the production of any papers Chap, 
moved for, but very many documents, not generally 
considered as public and official, have been commu- ^^335 
nicated to the Committee, and the strictest examin- 
ation and scrutiny into their contents have been 
frankly invited. In like manner every facility has 
been offered for the examination of any witness from 
whose testimony valuable information could be anti- 
cipated, and the enquiry has been prosecuted with 
the utmost candor and good faith. 

Although the Committee have not yet closed their 
labors, yet as it is of extreme importance that Your 
Lordship should have the earliest intimation of the 
course of proceedings here, and of the intentions of 
His Majesty’s government, in reference to Lower 
Canada, I feel myself not only justified, but bound 
to state what I have every reason to believe may be 
the judgment of the Committee. 

From the discussions which have already taken 
place, I feel confident that an opinion will be express- 
ed that there has existed on the part of this Office 
the most earnest desire to carry into execution the 
suggestions of the former Committee ; — that the 
endeavours of the government to that end, have 
been unremitting, and guided by a desire in all 
cases to promote the interests of the Colony ; — and 
that in many most important particulars, the recom- 
mendations of the Canada Committee have been 
carried fully into effect. 

‘‘ The Committee will probably add some expres- 
sions of regret, that these measures have not been as 
yet successful ; but that heats and animosities between 
the two branches of the Legislature, and between 
the House of Assembly and the Government, arising, 
as may be hoped, from misconceptions, have led to 
the present state of things. 

“ I cannot but think that a judgment so conclusively 
given in favor of the conduct^ and policy of the 
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Chap. Government, acquiesced in, as I believe it is likely 
to be, by the advocates of the more peculiar views 
taken by the majority of the House of Assembly, 
must produce a most favorable impression on the 
public mind in Canada. 

“ Under these circumstances, I have felt it my duty 
to consult my colleagues in respect to the Suspension 
Bill of which notice was given, but which bill has 
not as yet been introduced into the House. To a 
measure of that description it is perfectly true that 
the Imperial Legislature may yet, however reluct- 
antly, be driven ; but as it involves a departure, 
though not from the agreement intended to be made, 
yet from the agreement concluded by the strict con- 
struction of the 1st and 2d Wm. IV., I am most 
unwilling that such a step should be taken till all 
the means of amicable arrangement have been ex- 
hausted. In this opinion the confidential advisers of 
His Majesty concur, and it therefore becomes my 
duty to inform Your Lordship, that it is not my 
intention, during the present session, to proceed 
with the bill of which notice has been given. 

‘‘ I do not by this statement mean to preclude myself 
from the power of considering hereafter, either that 
bill or some measure of the same character, should 
events render such a course inevitable. But I sin- 
cerely trust that such a contingency may not arise, 
as I cannot abandon the hopes that this question 
y^t satisfactorily arranged, and that the 
necessity for any such measure may be averted. 

Accepting the Seals of the Colonial Department 
as I have done in the midst of the discussion of this 
and other most difficult questions, and at a period 
when the introduction of the projected Suspension 
Bill has not as yet been sanctioned by the House of 
Commons, and this too at a time when the session 
is approaching to its termination, I must confess that 
repugnance to taking a step in justification 
of which I could Scarcely plead the authority and 



s 



67 



u. 



responsibility of my predecessor, and respecting Chap, 
which I had not the opportunity or means of fbrming^^^ 
a deliberate judgment cf my own. I am also mostTssT^ 
unwilling to assume tha. the new House of Assembly, 
which is about to be as ^embled after the next elec- 
tions, will be indisposed to listen to the just claims 
of a govt^mment which has, and can have no object 
more at heart than the promotion of the best interests 
of Lower Canada and the protection of the loyal in- 
habitants of that Province of all classes, in the peace- 
ful enjoyment of their political and personal rights. 

To these objects I shall earnestly and most serious- 
ly apply myself with every disposition to advise and 
to sanction all such measures as may promote the 
progress and improvement of industry , ot commercial 
wealth, and of civil concord among His Majesty’s 
faithful Canadian people. 

“ I am aware that this determination will render it 
necessary to provide for the sums due to persons 
administering civil functions in the Province. In 
the mean while I can with truth assure Your Lord- 
ship that the pressure to which individuals may be 
subject is one of the considerations which renders 
the course I have taken one extremely distressing 
and painful to myself, and one which I should feel 
reluctant at adopting, were it not for the paramount 
interests which are at stake, and the important prin- 
ciples which might be involved in any different 
determination. 

‘‘ Considering it to be essential to the success of the 
effort which I am about to make, that all topics 
which may increase asperity or produce further 
estrangement may be avoided, I call Your Lordship’s 
attention to the principle on which the Select Com- 
mittee is disposed to act ; namely, to exculpate fully 
the Government, which the evidence before them 
justifies them in doing ; but, at the same time, to 
avoid the crimination of other parties. As far as is 
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Chap, practicable, I should be disposed to look forward for 
the purposes of reconciliation and peace, rather than 
"i 83 ^ look back on events which are past, except where 
such retrospect is actually indispensable for our 
guidance and our instruction. It is beyond ail mea- 
sure important that individuals who may heretofore 
have made strong declarations on the subjects in 
dispute, should not be chained up to their expressed 
opinions ; but that all paities should be allowed and 
encouraged to resume these discussions in that temper 
of calmness and moderation which may lead to a 
just and a satisfactory result. Confiding in Your 
Lordship’s discretion in acting on the spirit of this 
communication, 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s 

Most obedient humble servant, 
^(Signed,) T. SPEING RICE. 

The Governor, on the 9th of March, sent down a 
message, with a statement of the salaries remaining 
unpaid of the several items of expenditure of the 
civil government for the year 1834, expressing his 
rehance on the liberality of the Assembly for the 
necessary supplies for those services. He transmitted, 
at the same time, the accounts of the revenue and 
expenditure of the preceding year. He sent down, 
on the following day, the estimates for the current 
year, made up, he ol3served, on the same principle 
r\s the two last years, adding that he confidently re- 
lied upon the liberality of the House of Assembly to 
provide the necessary supplies. The sum called for 
was £57,618 sterling. The gross revenue of the 
year was ^167,189, leaving, after deducting the ex- 
penses of collection, and £41,318 the proportion due 
Upper Canada, the net amount of £112,623 to Lower 
Canada, a sum short by upwards of £52,000 of that 
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of the previous year. These communications were Chap, 
totally disregarded by the Assembly, being neither 
referred nor taken up in any way. 1835 , 

His Excellency sent down at the same time, though 
somewhat late, having, as previously stated, been 
censured by vote of the Assembly on the subject, his 
promised answer to their application to Inm for 
£18,000, to cover their contingent expenses. 

“ With reference to the address of the House of 
Assembly, presented to the Governor in Chief on 
the 5th instant, praying for the issue of liis warrant 
for eighteen thousand pounds currency, to pay off 
the arrears due, and towards defraying the contingent 
expenses of the House for the present session, and 
to his answer, the Governor in Chief now commu- 
nicates to the Assembly the result of his serious con- 
sideration, and deliberate examination of the subject 
of their address. 

The Governor in Chief desires in the first place to 
call the attention of the Assembly to the answer 
returned by him on the 18th of January 1834, to a 
similar address of the late House of Assembly, 
wherein the Assembly is informed that for the reasons 
stated in that answer, he declines incurring any 
further responsibility by an advance on account of 
their contingent expenses, until relieved by legis- 
lative enactment from the responsibility already in- 
curred by liim on account of advances amounting 
to nearly eight thousand pounds, made from the 
public funds of the province for defraying the con- 
tingent expenses of the House. 

‘‘ It does not appear that any measure was adopted 
by the House to relieve the Governor in Chief from 
the responsibility above mentioned, although the 
Provincial Parliament remained in session during a 
period of two months after the communication of his 
answer. 

Neither does it appear that any step has been 
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Chap, taken by the present House of Assembly towards 
XXXV. relieving the Governor in Chief from that responsi- 
bility. 

It is under these circumstances that the Assembly 
now comes forward wdth an application for a further 
advance to the extent of eighteen thousand pounds, 
which, if complied with to its full amount, would 
render the Governor in Chief responsible altogether 
|j [ [’ j for the sum of nearly twenty-six thousand pounds. 

“ Although fully sensible of the consequences to 
himself individually, Tvhich a compliance with the 
! application of the Assembly exposes him under the 

peculiar circumstances of this cavse, the Governor in 
Chief can truly assert, that in deliberately examining 
the subject of the address of the Assembly in all its 
bearings, his attention has been chiefly directed to 
the consequences to the rights and interests of the 
people of this Province, wdiich may result from his 
decision. 

In a statement of the contingent accounts of the 
House of Assembly for the year ending on the 31st 
December last, certain items of charge are introduced, 
which the Governor in Chief apprehends cannot, 
strictly speaking, be classed under the head of con- 
tingencies, as being for the payment of salaries and 
allowances of individuals appointed to office upon 
the single authority of the Assembly. The items of 
charge here alluded to are those for the allowances 
of the Honorable D. B. Viger, as agent of the 
House of Assembly, in England; and for the pay- 
ment of the salary of the librarian appointed to that 
office by the House of Assembly. 

‘‘ The Governor in Chief takes for granted that the 
above mentioned charges are included in the sum of 
eighteen thousand pounds now applied for by the 
Assembly. 

With regard to the first mentioned charge, namely , 
that which relates to the Honorable Mr. Viger the 
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Assembly is possibly not aware, that in the session Chap, 
of 1833, the Legislative Council in a petition to the 
King, asserted that ‘‘Mr. Viger had committed a 
“ gross breach of the constitutional rights of the Le- 
“ gislative Council, by receiving a large annual salary 
“ from the Assembly, knowing the same to be with- 
“ out the sanction of the law, paid to him out of 
“ the public money advanced upon the single vote 
“ of that House for defraying its ordinary contingent 
“c 



Assembly of the session of 1834, a letter is recorded 
from Mr. Hay, (Under Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department,) dated 15th May 1833, ad- 
dressed to Mr. Viger, in which that gentleman is 
informed, that “ His Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
“ the Colonial Department would deem the admis- 
“ sion of a permanent agent by one branch of the 
“ Legislature of a colony, as an innovation upon 
“ordinary practice, inconvenient in its operation, 
“ and dangerous as a precedent.” 

“ And in a subsequent letter, Mr. Viger is again 
informed, that Mr. Hay “ has been desired to repeat 
“ that the Secretary of State cannot consent to 
“receive him, (Mr. Viger,) in an official capacity.” 

“ It is manifest, therefore, that the Governor in 
Chief by issuing his warrant for the payment of any 
sum in which the allowances of Mr. Viger as agent 
of the Assembly in England, should be included, 
would not only constitute himself a party to an act 
which the Legislative Council declares to be “ a gross 
“ violation of their constitutional rights ;” but would 
also in so doing give the sanction of the King’s 
authority in the Province, to an appointment dis- 
tinctly repudiated by His Majesty’s government at 
home. 

“ The other appointment above adverted to, that 
of librarian to the House of Assembly, with a fixed 





Chap, salary attached to it, upon the single authority of 
the Assembly, appears to the Governor in Chief to 
7^^ be one which cannot be recognized by the Exe- 
cutive Government, without estabhshing a precedent 
pregnant with very serious consequences to the con- 
stitutional rightsof the ot her branches of the Legis- 
lature, 

‘‘ Very sincerely regretting the embarrassment in 
the prosecution of its labors which the actual state 
of the question relating to the contingent expenses 
of the Assembly has produced, and no less anxious 
to contribute to the removal of these embarrassments 
than to prevent, if possible, a recurrence of them in 
future, the Governor in Chief now recommends to 
the House of Assembly to adopt some measure for 
relieving him, by legislative enactment, from the 
responsibility incurred by him, amounting to nearly 
eight thousand pounds, as stated in his message to 
the Assembly of the 18th of January 1834 ; and 
also for the payment of the debts incurred by the 
Assembly, after deducting the charges on account of 
Mr. Vigor’s allowances, whose appointment has not 
been recognized by His Majesty’s government, and 
has been solemnly protested against by the Legisla- 
tive Council, and deducting also the salary of the 
librarian. 

‘‘ The Governor in Chief, whose views in relation 
to the present application of the House of Assembly 
are precisely the same as those commmiicated by 
him on the 18th January 1834, to the last House of 
Assembly on a similar occasion, now desires the As- 
sembly to be assured that upon being relieved from 
the responsibility which in the last session did attach, 
and w^hich does still continue to attach to him, on 
account of his former advances for defraying their 
contingent expenses, he will be prepared to take 
into bis immediate consideration the expediency oi 
authorizing a further advance to meet the current 




expenses of the Assembly, during the present session. Chap. 
And with the view of avoiding further difficulties 
hereafter, the Governor in Chief recommends to the 1334. 
House of Assembly to take into its consideration 
the expediency of directing the proper officer to 
furnish the Inspector General of Accounts previous to 
the commencement of the usual annual session of 
the Provincial Parliament, with a detailed statement 
of the various items of the estimate for the contin- 
gent expenses of the A<?sembly, which hitherto has 
been stated merely in block. 

According to the practice which has until now 
obtained in regard to the estimates of the three 
branches of the Legislature, it appears that although 
the Legislative Council and the House of Assembly 
exercise a strict and vigilant control over the ex- 
penditure of the Executive branch of the Legislature, 
and require detailed statements of every item of its 
expenses, the Executive government and the House 
of Assembly exercise no control over the expendi- 
ture of the Legislative Council ; neither do the 
Executive government and the Legislative Council 
exercise any control over the expenditure of the 
House of Assembly. 

‘‘In this particular instance, therefore, the prin- 
ciple of checks and balances which constitutes one 
of the most admirable features of the British Consti- 
tution, the model upon which the Constitution of 
Lower Canada was consUucted, is altogether lost 
sight of. 

The Assembly having, for several days successively, 
adjourned for want of a quorum^ and it being obvious 
that no further business would be attended to, the 
Governor prorogued the Legislature on the 18 th of ^ 
March, sanctioning but one bill on the occasion, the 
only act passed during the session. 
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Chap. Gentlemen of the Legislative Council^ 

Gentlemen of the House of Assemlly^ 

appears by the customary official reports 
’ transmitted to me daily by the Clerk of the House 
of Assembly, that for some days past the attendance 
of a sufficient number of members to constitute a 
quorum^ has been wanting to enable the Assembly 
to proceed to business ; and as it may be inferred 
from some recent proceedings of the Assembly that 
no further business will be transacted in that branch 
of the Provincial Parliament, I can no longer feel 
justified, notwithstanding my great anxiety to prolong 
the present session, in detaining from their homes 
and usual occupations, those members of the two 
Houses of the Provincial Parliament who may be 
disposed to persevere in the performance of their 
legislative duties. 

Gentlefmen of the House of AssemhJy^ 

I have upon this occasion only to express my 
regret, that the present session should have failed in 
producing those measures of relief in relation to the 
financial difficulties of the Province, which are so 
_ urgently required under existing circumstance. 

It would have afforded me much gratification, 
had I been enabled to report to His Majesty’s govern- 
ment, that the responsibility so generously incurred, 
with the view of relieving in some measure the urgent 
wan^s of the public service, had ceased to exist, 
by the re -payment from out of the public funds of 
the Province, of the advance equal to Thirty-one 
thousand pounds sterling, made in pursuance of the 
instructions of the late Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department, from the military chest. 

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council^ 

‘‘ Gentlemen of the House of Assen'ihhj^ 

I informed you at the opening of the » present 
Session that I was then in possession of important 



communications, and that I expected to receive Chap, 
others from His Majesty’s government, upon subjects 
of vital importance to the interests ot the Province, ^^8^ 
The communications which were adverted to on that 
occasion, as having been received, have been since 
laid before you ; but I have not yet received those 
which I then informed you I expected to receive, 
and which I have reason to believe must now be near 
at hand. That the expected despatches will possess 
an extraordinary degree of importance to the general 
interests of the Province, and will require that com- 
munications should take place in relation to their 
contents, between the head of the Executive govern- 
ment, and the two Houses of the Provincial Parlia- 
ment, can hardly admit of a doubt being entertained, 
when it is considered that the Committee of the 
House of Commons to whom were referred in the 
last session of the Imperial Parliament, certain matters 
relating to the affairs of this Province, including the 
Petition of the House of Assembly, dated the 1st 
March 1834, recommended with reference to* the un- 
happy differences existing between the two branches 
of the Colonial Legislature, as well as between 
the House of Assembly and His Majesty’s govern- 
ment, that the practical measures for the future 
administration of Lower Canada should be left to 
the mature consideration of the Government respon- 
sible for their adoption and execution. 

Under these circumstances, the premature ter- 
mination of the session, which is now unavoidable, 
is an event deeply to be regretted. 

The commitment of Mr. Jessopp, Collector of the 
Customs at Quebec, to prison, for an alleged contempt 
of the Assembly, deserves notice. It was ordered, 
on the second or third day after the opening of the 
session, by a resolution of the House, “ that the Col- 
lector of the Customs for the Port of Quebec, do lay 
■before this House, a return of all vessels that entered 
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Chap, at said port with passengers during the year 1834, 
stating the name of each vessel, and of the master, 
1834. her tonnage, the port from which she sailed, the 
number of persons taken on board, and the number 
landed exclusive of the crew.” 

In answer to this, die Collector addressed a note 
to the Clerk of the Assembly, expressing his regret 
that he did not feel Iiimself authorized to furnish the 
return called for, unless under the order of the 
Governor in Chief ; whereupon it was immediately 
voted, “ that the refusal contained in the said letter 
is a breach of the privileges of this House.’’ Mr. 
Jessopp was taken into custody of the Sergeant at 
Arms, — sued by order of the Assembly, — cast into 
prison, where he remained until relieved by the pro- 
rogation. 

In the bill passed by the Assembly, appointing John 
Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, Agent in England for the 
Province, a salary was provided of £600 sterling, 
with an allowance of £800 more for contingencies. 
The bill was lost in the Legislative Council. 

“ 1. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that in the event of the bill passed by this 
House, yesterday, appointing John Arthur Roebuck 
Esquire, Agent for this Province, not becoming a 
law, the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, be 
requested as Agent of this House, to represent to 
His Majesty’s government the interests and senti- 
ments of the inhabitants of this Province, and to 
both Houses of Parliament. 

‘‘2. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that in case the said bill should not be- 
come law, it is right that the Clerk of this House 
should pay to the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, 
or to his order, out of the monies appropriated for 
the contingent expenses of this House, a sum not 
exceeding six hundred pounds sterling, to indemnify 
him for his care and services in his said quality of 
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Agent ; and that the said Clerk be in like manner Chap, 
authorized to advance to the said J ohn ArthurRoebuck ^^^* 
Esquire, a sum not exceeding five hundred pounds 
sterling, to meet his disbursements and contingent 
expenses in his said quality, of which said disburse- 
ments and expenses an account shall be rendered to 
this House every six months. 

While the x\ssembly were working for a reform, not 
to say revolution, in the constitution and government, 
assisted by the entire mass of the French Canadian 
population, co-operating with them, the Constitutional 
Associations of Quebec and Montreal were equally 
active in preparing for the crisis. Branch associa- 
tions were formed in all quarters where the inhabit- 
ants of British and Irish birth or origin amounted to 
any considerable number. Resolutions, explanatory 
of theirviews on the state of the Province and public 
matters, w^ere adopted, and circulars in conformity 
wdth them drawm up and transmitted to public men 
and bodies through the Province, without distinction 
of party, and in the neighboring Provinces, as well 
as in Britain and Ireland.* 

Petitions also to the King and to the two Houses 
of Parliament w’ere agreed upon, and Mr. Neilson 
w’^as named for the bearer thereof to England, at a 
general meeting of the association of Quebec, held in 
that city shortly after the prorogation of the session. 

Mr. Walker, a barrister at Montreal, was deputed by 
the association of that city on the like mission. These 
gentlemen proceeded in April, via New^ York, for 
England. 

It has previously been mentioned that it had been 
made a matter of deliberation, on the approach of 
the new year, by the Corporation or City Council of 
Quebec, w^hether the mayor and members of it should, 
on new^-year’s day, wait on the Governor to pay him 

* These circulars, containing much valuable statistical informal 
lion, are placed in die appendix. See Letter G. 



their respects, and that it had been resolved in the 
negative. The City Council having been partially 
reformed in the month of March by the re-election 
of some new councillors, and Mr. Caron, the former 
Mayor, re-elected, it was proposed, that the City 
Council should now go en corps to present their re- 
spects to the Governor. His Excellency very pro- 
perly declined the intended visit, which, consistently 
with his position and self respect, he could not permit 
until the previous proceeding of the council were 
explained. The following are the proceedings in 
the City Council as noticed in the Journals of the 
day. 

On motion of Mr. Glackemeyer, seconded by Mr. 
Plante, Mr. Caron was chosen Mayor for Quebec, 
for the second time, without opposition. 

Mr. Glackemeyer, seconded by Mr. J. M. Fraser, 
moved, that the Towm Council go en corps to the 
Castle of St. Lewis, to present their respects to His 
Excellency the Governor in Chief. 

Mr. Glackemeyer, in support of his motion, said 
that he had made a similar motion at the close of 
December last ; but that it had unfortunately been 
rejected. He would not detail all the inconveniences 
which had resulted, as the real friends of the Coun- 
cil, who took an active share in its business, had not 
failed to convince themselves of it, and to remark 
that, since that period, all onr applications to the 
constituted authorities had met with difficulties. 
Every one, he thought, ought to wish these difficul- 
ties to disappear, and to witness harmony betw^een 
the Executive and the Council. He could not see 
a more fitting occasion to secure this than the pre- 
sent, at the moment the Council was renew^cd. 
The Council w’as new' and we had a new mayor, and 
he anticipated no objection to his motion. 

Mr. Mondor did not see the necessity of such a 
motion, and Mr. Robitaille remarked that it might 





be well to ascertain whether His Excellency would Chap, 
receive the Council, before resolving to go to him. 

The motion was agreed to unanimously. i834. 

“Town Council. 

Tuesday, 7th April, 1835. 

“The following answer to the address of the 
Council, requesting to be informed at what time His 
Excellency would be pleased to receive them, was 
read, and appeared to cause no slight degree of as- 
tonishment to several of the councillors ; — 

“ Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 4th April, 1835. 

“ Sir, — Having submitted to the Governor in 
Chief yonr letter of this date, acquainting me, for 
His Excellency’s information, that the Common 
Council, at their sitting of last everting, had resolved 
to wait upon and pay their respects to His Excel- 
lency, and reej^uesting to be informed at what time it 
may be his pleasure to receive the Mayor and mena- 
bers of the said Common Council, I have been di- 
rected by His Excellency to testify to you in answer, 
for the information of the mayor and Common 
Council, that he is at all times extremely desirous of 
cultivating a good understanding with the Mayor 
and Common Council of Quebec, and duly appreci- 
ates the compliment intended by their resolve of last 
evening. Certain rumours, however, have come to 
the knowledge of His Excellency, respecting which, 
explanation on the part of the Mayor and Common 
Council is necessary, before he can decide on the 
propriety of receiving their intended visit. It has 
been stated and generally believed, that upon a re- 
cent occasion a question was agitated in the Com- 
mon Council whether they should pay the Governor 
in Chief the compUment of waiting upon him to pay 
him their respects. 
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Chap. That the performance of an act of courtesy and 
XXXV. respect towards the Representative of their Sovereign 
should be made a subject of debate in the Con mon 
Council, does indeed appear very extraordinary to 
His Excellency, and stiii more extraordinary that a 
negative decision should have been the result of that 
proposition. The Governor in Chief is accordingly 
disposed to*believe that he must have been misin- 
formed on the subject, and the more so because the 
desire now expressed by the Common Council is al- 
together at variance with the proceedings above 
alluded to. 

The Governor in Chief, therefore, entertains the 
most confident expectation that the Common Coun- 
cil will have it in their power to afford such an ex- 
planation of it as shall enable him, without prejudice 
to the dignity of ^ his official station, to receive their 
proposed visit. 

‘‘ I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed,) H. CRAIG, 

Civil Secretary.’^ 
A debate took place on the 9th March, in the 
House of Commons, on the presentment by Mr. Roe- 
buck of a petition said to be from divers members of 
the Assembly and Legislative Council of Lower Cana- 
da complaining of grievances, (those probably urged by 
the 92 resolutions,) in the course whereof it appeared 
that the Government 'had already determined upon 
the appointment of a Commission to proceed to Cana- 
da and investigate the grievances, it being also stated 
at the same time, by Sir Robert Peel, (the Premier,) 
that the Governor in Chief had, six weeks previously, 
been notified by a despatch of the intention of the 
Government. Another warm debate occurred in the 
House of Commons a few days after The above, on 
presentment, by j\L\ D. M. Stewart, of the petition 
of the Constitutionalists of Montreal, 






A proclamation appeared in the Quebec Gazette Chap, 
of the IGth April, convoking the Provincial Parlia- 
ment, tor the despatch of business, on the 80th May 
following. So early a convocation, after the late 
prorogation, surprised the public. The mystery, 
however, was solved by an extra of the Quebec 
Mercury of the 18th April, in which appeared a 
despatch, probably that alluded to by Sir Robert Peel 
in his place in parliament. 

Rownixg Street, 

11th February, 1835. 

“ My Lord, — In conformity with the pledge given 
in my despatch of the 8th of January, I can assure 
Your Lordship that His Majesty’s government have 
not ceased to direct their anxious attention to the 
discovery of those means which appeared to offer 
the most reasonable prospect of bringing to a happy 
termination the existing differences between the 
House of Assembly of Lower Canada and the Exe- 
cutive government of the Province. This enquiry 
has been undertaken with a deep sense of the im- 
portance of the object to be attained and has been 
prosecuted with the most zealous and earnest endea- 
vors to arrive at a favorable result ; but I cannot 
disguise from Your Lordship that throughout the 
investigation I have found myself surrounded by no 
common difficulties. 

‘‘ Your Lordship will recollect that in the year 1828 
a Committee of the House of Commons, was ap- 
pointed for the purpose of enquiring into the state 
of the civil government of Canada which, after a 
laborious and protracted examination, embodied in 
their report various suggestions calculated in their 
opinion for the improvement of the administration 
of the Province. 

“ This report was declared by the House of As- 
sembly of Lower Canada to be an imperishable 
monument of the justice and profound wisdom of 
d2 
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Chnp. the Committee,” and to point out the certain mode 
of removing all the evils of which the people ot 
Canada had complamed. On a future occasion I 
may endeavor to show, and I hope mcontrovertibly, 
the manner in which the recommendations of the 
Committee have been carried into full eftect. At 
present I will only observe that notwithstanding the 
general enthusiasm with which the appearance of 
the report was hailed by the House of Assembly, 
a spirit of discontent from vvhatever cause arising, 
has continued gradually to increase among the mem- 
bers of that body, until in the last year it has burst 
forth with a vehemence altogether unparallelled. 
This spirit wiis remarkably exhibited in the ninety- 
two resolutions passed by the House of Assembly 
on the 23d of February, 1834. These resolutions 
were referred to a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons on the 25th April, and occupied their attention 
for a considerable time. On the 3d July, the Com- 
mittee closed their labors with a report, in which 
they did full justice to the anxiety of the Home 
Government to carry into execution the suggestions 
of the Select Committee of 1828 ; and declared that 
the endeavors of the Government to that end had 
been miremitting, and guided, in all cases, by a 
desire to Promote the interests of the Province. 

The Committee delivered no opinion upon the 
subject matter of any one of the resolutions sub- 
mitted to their consideration, but lamented that 
mutual misconception appeared to prevail, which 
they hoped might be removed ; and finally expressed 
their persuasion that the practical measures for the 
future administration of the affairs of Lower Canada, 
might best be left to the consideration of the Gov- 
ernment, who were responsible for their adoption 
and execution. 

From that period up to the present day I do not 
find that any measures have been undertaken in 
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compliance with the recommendation of the Com- Chap, 
mittee of the House of Commons. On the 15th . 
^November, the day on which the dissolution of the i834, 
late administration took place, Your Lordship was 
apprized by Mr. Spring Rice, that he was prepared 
to transmit very full instructions on the various im- 
portant points upon which it was essential for Your 
Lordship to be informed on the approaching meet- 
ing of the Assembly of Lower Canada ; but in con- 
sequence of the event which had then occurred, he 
was prevented from making any further communi- 
cation. Not being aware of the nature and purport 
of these contemplated instructions, Your Lordship 
will see that I have thus been deprived of the fruits 
of the matured reflection of my predecessor ; and 
that on my own accession to office, I find this com- 
plicated question very much in the same situation in 
which it was left by the Committee of the House of 
Commons, on the 3d July -.—with this difference 
however, that the difficulties of its solution have 
been materially aggravated by the additional delay 
of six months. 

‘‘ In adverting to this delay. Your Lordship will 
not understand that it is with the view of imputing 
blame to any one, but simply for the purpose of 
expressing my regret that a crisis should now have 
arrived, in which a prompt decision is rendered in- 
dispensable, and that it must be taken at a moment 
and under circumstances when there exists a peculiar 
necessity for the most careful review of all that has 
passed, and for the most deliberate reflection on the 
consequences of any step that may be adopted. 

The painful situation in which Your Lordship 
has long oeen placed, and the personal relation in 
which you have been made to stand towards the 
House of Assembly form no slight addition to the 
embarrassments which obstruct the successful termi^ 
nation of the question at issue. It is due, however, 
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Chap, to Your Lordship to state that from your first as- 
sumption of the Government of Lower Canada, my 
predecessors in the Department over which I now 
preside, have signified their general approbation of 
the conduct you have pursued in the Administration 
of the affairs of that Province. — With satisfaction I 
add that from an examination of Y"our Lordship’s 
Official correspondence, commencing at the period 
referred to, I can see no reason to dissent from the 
accuracy of these opinions. At the same time it 
must be obvious that the exasperated feelings so 
prevalent in the Assembly, and the ahenation of 
that branch of the Canadian Legislature from the 
Executive Government, have rendered Your Lord- 
ship’s position so extremely difficult as even to for- 
bid the hope that you would be enabled to employ 
with any good effect the \vords of conciliation and 
peace. Looking then at the matter of dealing with 
the whole of this subject, and bearing in mind the 
circumstances to which I have already adverted. His 
Majesty’s Government are of opinion that the exi- 
gences of the case demand some more decisive and 
expeditious mode of proceeding tl^an is consistent 
with an ordinary and regular correspondence. Your 
Lordship’s sentiments have been more than once 
expressed to the same effect. 

“ The King has therefore been humbly advised to 
select an individual possessing His Majesty’s entire 
confidence, wffio has been unconnected with past 
Canadian politics, and has had the opportunity by 
recent personal communication with the members of 
His Majesty’s Government, of ascertaining their 
views and intention more fully and unreservedly 
than could be possible by means of written state- 
ments. 

‘‘ This individual in the capacity of His Majesty’s 
Royal Commissioner will repair to Lower Canada 
fully instructed to examine, and, if possible, to ter- 




minate the various points of discussion, in the hope Chap, 
of composing all those differences which have so long 
agitated the Province, and which have deeply i834. 
afflicted His Majesty’s loyal subjects. 

“ Without attempting to give Your Lordship even 
an outline of the instructions of which His Majesty’s 
Extraordinary Commissioner will be the bearer, it 
may be sufficient to inform you that his mission ^^ill 
not be so much for the purpose of promulgating any 
new principles of government, as of carrying into 
effect that system of liberality and justice towards 
the people of Lower Canada, which His Majesty has 
long since adopted, and which a committee of the 
House of Commons recently declared had charac- 
terised the policy and conduct of all those by whom 
the affairs of the Kingdom have been administered 
during the last six years, although the result which 
has Intherto attended these efforts might perhaps 
render our hopes of the future less sanguine, it will 
not diminish the desire or the determination of the 
King to satisfy all the just claims and expectations 
of his Canadian subjects. 

“ They will find that His Majesty is unwea,ried in 
his endeavors to establish “ an impartial, conciliatory 
and constitutional Government in Canada. For 
this end it will be the object of His Majesty to renew 
an enquiry into every alleged grievance, to examine 
every' cause of complaint, and to apply a remedy to 
every abuse that may still be found to prevail ; for 
this end there is no sacrifice he would not cheer- 
fully make which should be compatible with the 
fimtlamental principles of the Constitution itself, and 
with the continued existence of the Province as a 
possession of the British Crowm. I am unwilling to 
believe that the Canadian people can be insensible 
to feelings so truly paternal, w'hich as Your Lordship 
well knows have" not been recently adopted or on 
the spur of the occasion, and for which we may 
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Chap, reasonably hope that His Majesty will be rewarded 
by the loyalty and attachment of all classes in the 
TsSh l^^^p(>rtant Province now under your immediate 
government, 

“ Your Lordship will communicate this despatch 
to the House of Assembly in the usual manner. 
Although without any direct information on the sub- 
ject from Your Lordship, I learn from other sources 
of intelligence, that the Legislature will have met on 
the 27th of January — should their sittings have been 
adjourned, you will take such means as may appear 
most proper for bringing the despatch under the 
knowledge of the members, before the period of 
their re-assembUng in Parliament. 

I will not fail to give Your Lordship timely 
notice of the probable arrival of His Majesty’s Com- 
missioner, in order that you may be enabled to con- 
voke the Assembly with the least possible inconve- 
nience to its members. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, 

Your most obedient, 
(Signed,) ABERDEEN.” 

Lieut. Gener^ 

Lord Aylmer, K. C. B. 

&c., &c., &c.” 

‘‘ Viscount Canterbury it seems, was at first recom- 
mended for the important office of High Commissioner 
to Canada, but declining, on account of ill health. 
Lord Amherst was spoken of, and actually ap- 
pointed. He, however, soon after waived the appoint- 
ment, and divested himself of the charge. The Earl 
of Gosford finally was selected as the High Commis- 
sioner, and accepted the office, assisted by Sir Charles 
Grey and Sir George Gipps. His lordship’s appoint- 
ment w^as notified in the London Gazette of the 9th 
June, and repeated in the Quebec prints on the 23rd 
July. 
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‘The following documents appeared in the Official 

Quebec Gazette of the 25th June : . — 

^ DOWNING-StREET, 1834. 

6th May, 1835. 

“ My Lord, — On referring to the despatches ad- 
dressed to Your Lordship by the Earl of Aberdeen 
on the appointment of Earl Amherst to be Govemoi 
of Lower Canada, and His Majesty’s High Commis- 
sioner in that Province, I am induced to conclude 
that my immediate predecessor in office did not 
anticiiiate Yonr Lordship’s continuance in Canada, 
after tlie arrival of Lord Amherst in that country. 

But on the other hand I observe, that Lord Aber- 
deen studiously avoided the use of a U expressions 
which could be understood as precluding the pros- 
pect of being reinstated in the government, when 
Ihe duties of the High Commissioner should have 

been brought to a close. . 

“ Since I had the honor of addressing to Your 
Lordsliip my despatch of the 22d ultimo. No. 1, 1 
have availed myself of all the resources at my com- 
mand for becoming fully acquainted the state 

of the public mind in Lower Canada ; and wUh the 
position in which circumstances of peculiar difficulty 
have placed Your Lordship in relation to the House 

of Assembly. . * t oRoII 

“ The result has been to convince me that i snail 

best consult the public interest, by apprizing Your 
Lordship that your administration of the affairs ot 
Lower Canada must be considered as finally termin- 

Your Lordship will require no assurance from 
me of the reluctance with which I make this com- 
munication, the regret inseparable at all times from 
the discharge of such a duty, is enhanced in t e 
present case by an apprehension of the misconstruc- 
tions to which it may possibly give rise, i am, 
therefore, anxious to disavow in the most unquah- 
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Chap, fied terms, any design of conveying a censure on 
;‘»y part of your public conduct, or of eountenanc- 
1884. i*ig) by.t^^'® decision, the accusations tow Inch Your 
Lordship has been so repeatedly exposed. It would 
be highly gratifying to my own feelings, if I pos- 
sessed so perfect an acquaintance with the hisloiy 
of Your Lordship’s Jidministration of the affairs of 
Lower Canada, from its commencement to the pre- 
sent time, as to be able to express that decided 
opinion upozi the charges of the House of Assem- 
bly, in the sessions of 1834 and 1835, which I fully 
admit Your Lord.ship’s right to demand from His 
Majesty’s confidential advisers. The period which 
has elapsed since His Majesty was graciously pleased 
to entrust me with the the Seals of this Department 
has not been sufficiently long to enable me to com- 
plete a review of the voluminous documents con- 
nected with that subject. 

T peculiarly happy to find that 

lioicl Aberdeen, availing himself of his more ample 
opportunities, was able to discharge that necessary 
and laborious duty, and that in his despatch of the 
14th February last. No. 22, he declared it to be due 
to Your Lordship to state, that from your first as- 
sumption of the government of Lower Canada, all 
preceding Secretaries of State for this Department 
have signified their general approbation of the con- 
duct you had pursued, in the administration of the 
a o that Province, and that from an examina- 
tion of lour Lordship’s official correspondence, com- 
mencing at the period referred to, Tie, Lord Aber- 
deen, could see no reason to dissent from the accu- 
racy of those opinions. 

“The King commands me to state that Lord 
Aiicrdeen s despatch, from which I have made the 
preceding quotation, was not written without His 
Majesty s direct previous sanction, and that in au- 
thorising the expressions it contains of my predeces- 
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sor’s confidence and approbation, His Majesty ex- Chap 
perienced that gratification which he invariably feels, 
when affording his support and countenance to any 
public officer whom "His Majesty considers himself 
entitled to regard as having labored with fidelity 
and zeal in His Majesty’s service. 

With such a testimony from my immediate pre- 
decessor, so directly sanctioned by His Majesty, 
Your Lordship may perhaps be satisfied that is not 
incumbent on you to call for a further vindication of 
your personal honor and official conduct, I shall, 
however, be prompted to meet any such demand, 
should Your Lordship see cause to advance it, and 
humbly to submit to His Majesty my opimon, not 
upon the more recent subjects of complaint men- 
tioned in your Lordship’s despatches, noted in the 
margin, but upon any other topic of which Your 
Lordship may think that His Majesty’s decision has 
not hitherto been distinctly pronounced. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, Your Lordship’s 
Most obedient servant, 

(Signed,) Glenelo.” 

Lieut. Genl. 

Lord Aylmer, K. C. B. 

Notwithstanding the above, it was thought by 
the British population in Canada that Lord Aylmer 
was treated by the new administration, of which 
Baron Glenelg was the Colonial minister, rather 
hardly, the more particularly as it had been stated 
by Lord Aberdeen in the House of Lords that, “ if 
he could have prevailed upon himself to recall Lord 
Aylmer, he should never have thought of sending 
out a Commissioner,” clearly intimating that the 
offices were to be distinct. A very general feeling 
of regret among the British population in Lower 
Canada was expressed at the recall of Lord Aylmer, 
and addresses from various parts were presented to 
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Chap. him. The first he received was from tlie Quebec 
Board of Trade, and in very flattering terms : — 
it please Your Excellency, 

‘‘ We, the members of the Committee of Trade, ap- 
pointed by, and representing the mercantile com- 
munity of the city of Quebec, duly appreciating the 
attention and urbanity which have characterised 
Your Lordship’s frequent communications with this 
Board, respectfully approach Your Lordship, with an 
expression of our unfeigned regret, on the occasion 
of your intended departure fi*om this country. 

Deeply interested in the general prosperity of the 
Province, we cannot but deplore a circumstance 
tending to dej)rive it of the advantages which Your 
Excellence’s experience in its Government, know- 
ledge of its resources, and anxiety for its welfare, 
guided by your acknowledged character for upright- 
ness of purpose, must have secured to it, had your 
continuance here been permitted. 

Connected more particularly with the trade of the 
Colony, both collectively and as individuals, we grate- 
fully acknowledge the readiness so constantly evinced 
by Your Excellency to advance its commercial in- 
terests, and must not omit especially to instance 
Your Lordship’s well-timed representations to the 
Home Government, against the abuses of the Court of 
Vice- Admiralty, and yet more, those in favor of our 
lumber trade, that grand staple of this and the other 
British North American Provinces. 

Assailed as this most essential branch of our com- 
merce has been, and continues to be, by a combina- 
tion of persons, ignorant of its importance, or inter- 
ested in its downfall, we feel doubly sensible of the 
value of Your Excellency’s testimony in its behalf, 
grounded too on your personal observ^ation of its 
beneficial results. 

‘‘Strongly persuaded of the close connexion be- 
tween the commercial and political relations of a 
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country, and fully sensible that security to trade can Chap 
alone exist under the protection of a well ordered 
and consistent government, we view with apprehen- 
sion the inconsiderate removal of Your Excellency, 
as indicating a system of colonial policy, which, 
ready at the clamor of faction to sacrilice individual 
right to temporary expedience, threatens to subvert 
those national principles of good faith which have 
long given stability and character to British institu- 
tions throughout the world. 

“ May it please Your Excellency, 

“ Li respectfully taking our leave we venture to 
express a hope tha tthe affairs of Canada may still con- 
tinue to occupy a place in Your Lordship’s recollec- 
tion, and that the influence which His Majesty’s ap- 
probation of your conduct cannot fail to confer, may 
be used, as we are sure it will be, to promote the 
true interest of this country. 

“ We beg respectfully and most cordially to convey 
to Your Lordship and to Lady Aylmer, our sincere 
wishes for your prolonged happiness and for your 
prosperous voyage to that land whose battles Your 
Lordship has fought and whose honors you have 
won. 

“ Gentlemen,— I thank you” said he very sin- 
cerely for the expressions of regret at my approach- 
ing departure from tins country, conveyed in this 
address from the Committee of Trade, representing 
the mercantile community of the city of Quebec — 
a community for which I shall ever entertain sen- 
timents of esteem and regard. 

“ I feel, gentlemen, that I possess but slender claims 
to your thanks, on account of any benefit which 
may hav'e been obtained for the commercial interests 
of this colony during my administration. Although 
animated by a constant desire to promote those, as 
well as all other public interests in the Province, my 
efforts to that effect have been invariably met and 




Chap, counteracted, by a baneful influence in the Province, 
XXXV. whose only chance of prolonging its existence is by 
retarding the general improvement of the country" ; 
and many of those moments which, under more for- 
tunate circumstances, I should have been able to 
devote to the advancement of some useful under- 
taking or some beneficial public measure, have been 
unavoidably occupied in contending (under disad- 
vantages to which I forbear more particularly to al- 
lude on the present occasion) against assaults — some 
open, and others disguised — levelled against the 
most valuable interests of the Province, political as 
well as commercial, and which, should they be re- 
newed and crowned with ultimate success, must 
prove fatal to the connexion between LoAver Canada 
and the Mother Country. 

I am fully sensible, gentlemen, of the great impor- 
tance to British North America of the lumber trade 5 
aiKl be assured that, although my official connexion 
with this country will cease to exist upon my depar- 
ture fi'om it, no opportunity shall be neglected by 
me hereafter of upholding that valuable branch of 
commerce, and of promoting, as far as my very 
limited means will permit, every measure calculated 
to advance the commercial interests of Lower Ca. 
nada. 

And now, gentlemen, in separating from you, let 
me desire of you to accept from Lady Aylmer and 
myself our very sincere thanks for the oblio-ing ex- 
pressions regarding us both, contained in tlie con- 
cluding passage of your address, and in return to re- 
ceive our cordial good wishes for the health and hap- 
piness of all those gentlemen, and their families who 
are parties to it ; and for the increasing iirosperity 
01 the commercial city of Quebec. 

A general meeting of the Quebec Constitutional 
Association took place on the 31 st July, at wliich the 
tollowmg resolutions were adopted : 



1st. That His Majesty’s approbation of the con- Chap, 
duct pursued by His Excellency Lord Aylmer, in the 
adniiiiistration of the affairs of this Province, has 1334 . 
been repeatedly conveyed to His Excellency, and 
more particuLrly reiterated in the recent despatch 
of the Right Honorable LordGlenel^, His Majesty s’ 
Principal Secretary of State for the Uolonial Depart- - 
inent, dated. Downing Street, 6th May, 1835. 

2nd. “ That notwithstanding the support and 
countenance” which the King has been thus graci- 
ously pleased to afford to a ‘‘ public officer whom His 
Majesty considers himself entitled to regard, as hav- 
ing labored with fidelity and zeal in His Majesty’s 
service,” the Secretary of State has, in the same des- 
patch which conveys the King’s approbation, apprised 
Lord Aylmer that His Excellency’s administration 
of the affairs of Lower Canada must be considered 
as finally terminated.” 

3d. “ That the motives which actuated the Secre- 
tary of state in coming to this decision appear to be 
founded in the position in which the C?6vernor in 
Chief is placed in relation to the House of xissembly, 
in consequence of the accusations preferred against 
him by a majority of that branch of the local Legisla- 
ture, in a series of resolutions which have been al- 
ready declared by this Association to contain divers 
false and scandalous imputations, of so general a na- 
ture as not to admit of answer or investigation. 

4th. “ That this Assoeiation views with alarm and 
regret the sacrifiee of the Royal Prerogative, thus for 
the first time offered to the clamour of a party which 
openly questions the just subordination of the colony 
to the parent state, and avowedly inculcates resis- 
tance to its authority. 

5th. “ That an humble address be presented to 
His Excellency the Governor in Chief, expressing^ the 
regret of this Association at the untimely recall of His 
Excellency, at a period when the result of the mea- 




Chap, sures adopted by him cannot as yet be ascertained — 
XXXV. depriving the Government of the advantages to 
be derived from His Excellency’s experience, and 
* conveying to the people of British and Irish origin in 
this Province the impression that their best interests 
are about to be sacrificed to the misrepresentation of 
a few discontented and ambitious persons, and pray- 
ing that His Excellency will be pleased to adopt such 
measures as to him may seem best calculated to con- 
vey to the foot of the Throne the views of this Asso- 
ciation, as expressed in the preceding resolutions. 

“ 6th. ‘‘ That the said address be prepared by the 
Executive Committee, and that the same, together 
with a certified copy of the resolutions, be presented 
by them to His Excellency.” 

On the 8th of August, the Executive Committee of 
the Constitutional Association of Quebec, attended by 
a large number of the members of the body, and of 
those of “ the Mechanics’ Constitutional Union ”, 
waited upon the Governor in Chief, at the Castle of 
St. Lewis, with the following address : — 

May it please Your Excellency, 

We, the Executive Committee of the Constitutional 
Association of Quebec, deputed at a general meeting 
of the members to present an humble address to 
Your Excellency, on your administration of the af- 
fairs of this Province being terminated, beg leave 
most respectfully to express the unfeigned regret of 
the association at Your Excellency’s approaching de- 



Your Excellency’s untimely recal at the present 
crisis of affairs, is the more to be deplored, as it 
precludes you from bringing to maturity the mea- 
sures now in progress towards the adjustment of the 
political difficulties, which have so long retarded the 
prosperity of the Province — and will necessarily de- 
prive the Royal Commissioners of the advantages to 
be derived from the experience and local knowledge. 
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which Your Excellency has acquired during a resi- Cliap. 
dence of nearly five years in Lower Canada. 

We regret that the policy adopted by the Secre- 
tary of State towards Your Lordship, and the motives 
on which his decision is grounded, tend to convey 
the impression that His Majesty’s Ministers are pre- 

E ared to sacrifice the rights and interests of the in- 
abitants of British and Irish origin, resident within 
this province, to the misrepresentation and clamour 
of a designing party, who, availing themselves of pe- 
culiar and accidental circumstances, have misled His 
Majesty’s government, openly questioned the just 
subordination of the colony to the parent state, and 
inculcated resistance to its authority. 

We therefore humbly pray that Your Excellency 
will be pleased to convey to the foot of the Throne 
the views of the Association, as expressed in a series 
of resolutions, of which we respectfiilly submit a 
copy, and that you will assure our Gracious Sovereign 
that he has not, in tlie wide extent of his dominions, 
subjects more loyal or devoted than the members of 
this Association, nor any more firm in their determi- 
nation to maintain his authority throughout the 
colony, and defend the rights, privileges and immu- 
nities which His Majesty’s predecessors have been 
graciously pleased to bestow upon its inhabitants. 

In respectfully taking leave of Your Excellency, 
we feel tnat we should not perform our duty to those 
whom we represent, did we not assure you of the 
profound respect felt by all for your exalted and 
manly character, and convey our sincere and heart- 
felt wishes that you may long enjoy the happiness 
to which a consciousness of having merited and re- 
ceived your Sovereign’s unqualified approbation so 
mstly entitles you ; and our hope that, when the 
King may again require Your Excellency’s services, 
it may be in a situation where your liberal and ex- 
tended views wiU be more justly appreciated and a 
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Chap, fairer field afforded to carry them into effect, than, 
unfortunately for the inhabitants, has been the case 
in Lower Canada. 

To this His Excellency answered : — 

Gentlemen, — receive with sentiments of heartfelt 
satisfaction the kind expressions of regret at my ap- 
proaching departure from this Province, conveyed in 
the address which you have just done me the favour 
to present to me on the part of the Constitutional As- 
sociation of Quebec. 

‘‘ The relation in which I have been made to stand 
with the House of Assembly, in discharging my pub- 
lic duty, having been assigned as a motive for my 
recall from this government by His Majesty’s Minis- 
ters, I find it necessary to advert to certain proceed- 
ings of the assembly regarding myself. 

On two several occasions within the last two years, 
complaints of the most serious nature affecting my 
public character and conduct, in the administration 
of the government of this Province, have been 
brought forward by the House of Assembly, in peti- 
tions to the King and the two Houses of the Imperial 
Parliament. Their petition, addressed to the House 
of Commons in the first instance, contained an urgent 
appeal to that Honourable House to bring and to sup- 
port impeachments against me before the House of 
Lords ; but, although the Committee to which that 
petition was referred was engaged during three 
months in investigating the various subjects of com- 
plaint it contained, their report, subsequently adop- 
ted by the House, does not allude in the remotest 
degree to the demand of the Assembly for my im- 
peachment. 

Nevertheless, the Assembly, nowise discouraged 
by the failure of this first attempt, again approached 
the House of Commons, during me present session of 
the Imperial Parliament, with a renewed demand 




for my impeachment ; and to their former complaints Chap, 
others of a still darker complexion were added. But all 
to no purpose — for it does not appear that any steps ^335 
whatever have been taken by the House upon this 
second petition of the Assembly. 

“ For the success of the House of Assemblj^, in their 
attempts to injure me in the estimation of His Ma- 
jesty and his confidential advisers, I have only to 
refer to the despatches from the Colonial Department 
recently published by my order in the Official Gazette 
of the Province. 

From the above rapid sketch, it will be perceived 
that the various efforts of the House of Assembly to 
injure my public character have only ended in ex- 
posing the impotence of their hostility towards me.^ 

But there is another point of view in which this 
subject deserves to be regarded, and it is one which 
involves considerations of infinitely more importance 
than any of a personal nature affecting an individual 
like myself. 

The failure of these repeated attempts to establish 
the truth of charges so solemnly and so earnestly 
brought under the consideration of the King, and 
the two Houses of the Imperial Parhament, unavoid- 
ably places the moral character of the House of As- 
sembly in a very equivocal position ; and it may, 
therefore, be reasonably expected that the Assembly, 
in order to redeem its own credit, and in justice to 
their constituents, who are necessarily (however in- 
nocently and unconsciously) involved in this disre- 
putable suit, undertaken in their name, and on their 
behalf — the Assembly, I say, cannot but consider 
themselves imperatively called upon to renew their 
demand to the House of Commons for my impeach- 
ment before the House of Lords. » 

Should any such demand be made, the House of 
Assembly may be assured of having my best wishes 
for the success of it : it is what I have long and ar- 



Chap, dently looked forward to ; for if, happily, their cause 
shoulcl ever come to a hearing before the House of 
Lords, my accusers will find, when in presence of 
that august tribunal, that assertions, however confi- 
dently advanced, will not there be suffered to pass 
current for facts, neither will vituperation be mis- 
taken for argument. 

‘‘ I come now to the subject of my recall from this 
government, which I cannot pass over in silence : 
since it is, in fact, the particular circumstance which 
has given rise to your address. • 

‘‘ It would be higlily unjust towards those Ministers 
of the Crown who spontaneously, and without any 
solicitation on my part, did me the honor of select- 
ing me for the very important office of Governor in 
Chief of British North America, to suppose that upon 
that occasion they were actuated by any other mo- 
tive than a conscientious belief that, by so doing, 
they best consulted the public interest. 

“ In like manner, those other ministers of the Cro\Mi 
who have subsequently filled the situation of Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonial Department, and whose 
approval of my public conduct you are already ac- 
quainted with, must have considered that by main- 
taining me in the office of Governor in Chief, they 
also were consulting the public interest. 

“ His Majesty’s present Ministers, however, imme- 
diately upon coming into office, have taken an oppo- 
site view of this subject, for I am now informed by 
Lord Glenelg, His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for the Colonial Department, in his despatch of 
the 6th of May last, addressed to me, (which will be 
found amongst the despatches recently published by 
my order in the Official Gazette of the Province, for 
general information,) that he shall best consult the 
public interest by apprising me that my administra- 
tion of the affairs of Lower Canada must be consi- 
dered as fully terminated,” 



Although differing, as it would appear, from his c 
predecessors in office upon this subject, it would be ^ 
equally unjust to withhold from Lord Glcnelg the ^ 
belief that, in removing me from the office of Gover- 
nor in Chief of British North America, his Lordship 
is sincerely convinced that he is best consulting the 
public interest. 

will therefore only add that, as the faithful ser- 
vant and devoted subject of the King, and as the 
firm and constant friend of the people of Lower Ca- 
nada of every origin, I do most sincerely wish that 
those measures which Bbs Majesty shall be advised 
to adopt for the settlement of the disordered and 
complicated affairs of this Province, may have the 
effect of establishing the authority of Ilis Majesty’s 
government upon a solid and lasting foundation, for 
thereby alone will the public interest be best con- 
sulted. 

“ I cannot, gentlemen, avoid saying a few words 
in answer to that part of your address, in which re- 
gret is expressed at what you are pleased to consider 
my untimely recall from this govern\nent. 

‘‘ I undertook the Government of Lower Canada 
with a full knowledge of the principal difficulties 
with which it was surrounded, but these I did not 
despair of surmounting by a steady course of policy 
founded on the strictest impartiality ; and although 
circumstances beyond my control have hitherto stood 
in the way of my success, I am, nevertheless, of 
opinion that the present state of the Province, un- 
promising as it may appear to a superficial ol)server, 
holds out every encouragement to the adoption of 
measures that would at once ])ut an end to the diffi- 
culties to which I have alluded, and which will cease 
to be formidable the very moment of their being 
fairly grappled with. 

“ To have been the instrument of carrying such 
measures into effect would be to me a never failing 
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Chap, source of gratification during the remainder of my 
^^^life. Since, however, this has been denied me, I 
1836 . have only to hope that on my return to the seat of 
the Imperial Government, the representations it will 
be my duty to make, may be productive of good to 
the Province — should such be the result of my re- 
moval from this Government, and that having ceased 
to be officially connected with Lower Canada, I shall 
have the good fortune to accomplish more for its ad- 
vantage than it was in my power to effect durino- 
my administration of its affairs — then, gentlemen, I 
shall say that my recall, far from being untimely, will 
have proved a singularly well-timed measure. 

“ You may be 'assured that I shall not fail to con- 
vey, if I may be so permitted, to the foot of the 
Ihrone, the views of the Constitutional Association as 
expressed in the resolutions of which you have de- 
livered me a copy ; and in an especial manner I 
shall consider it my duty to represent to our Graci- 
Oils Sovereign (what is in truth the conviction of 
my own mind) that he has not in the wide extent of 
His dominions, -subjects more loval and devoted 
than the members of the Constitutional Association 
of Quebec. 



“ The flattering testimony of the regard and good 
opinion of the Constitutional Association of Quebec 
addressed to me in the concluding pas.sage of your 
address, could not fail to prove highly gratifying to 
my feelings under any circumstances.— How much 
more so is it when I consider the efforts which have 
with such unwearied perseverance been made, to 
blacken and defame my character from the very 
hour of my arrival in Canada to the present time ; 
and that during that period every act of mine has 
been made the theme either of virulent invective, or 
unworthy detraction. 

“ But, gentlemen, the evil has produced its own 
remedy , since the favorable sentiments towards me 




expressed in your Address, and for which I now Chap, 
offer my warm and sincere thanks to the Constitu- 
tional Association of Quebec, have furnished me with i836. 
the best answer that can be made to those who have 
sought to injure me in the estimation of my fellow 
subjects. 

“ And now, gentlemen, farewell, and may every 
happiness and prosperity attend you, and all those 
who are parties to the Address which has just been 
communicated to me.” 

The Earl of Gosford arrived at Quebec on the 23d 
August, in H. M. S. Pique, accompanied by Sir 
Charles E. Grey and Sir George Gipps, his Assistant 
Commissioners, and on the day following issued his 
proclamation, notifying, as Captain General and 
Governor in Chief, his assumption of the Government. 

The letters patent of His Majesty, bearing date at 
Westminster, 1st July, 1835, appointing “ the said 
Archibald, Earl of Gosford, Sir Charles Edward Grey, 
and Sir George Gipps, Commissioners for the investi- 
gation of all grievances affecting His Majesty’s sub- 
jects in Lower Canada in what relates to the ad- 
ministration of the Government of the said Province,” 
were also published in the same Gazette with the 
proclamation.* 

* Office of the Secretary of the Province, 

Quebec, 24th August, 1836. 

His Majesty has been pleased to appoint the Right Honorable 
the Earl of Gosford, the Right Honorable Sir Charles Edward 
Grey, and Sir George Gipps, to be the Commissioners for the in- 
vestigation of all grievances affecting his subjects in the Province 
of Lower Canada, in what relates to the government of the said 
Province, by the following commission : — 

William the Fourth, by the Grace of God of the United Kii^dom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faitii, to 
our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin and councillor, 
Archibald, Earl of Gosford, our trusty and well-beloved Sir 
Charles Grey, Knight, and Sir George Gipps, Greeting: 

Whereas, divers addresses have been preferred to us, by the 
House of General Assembly of Lower Canada in North America, 
and divers petitions have been presented to us by sundry of our 
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Chap. A farewell entertainment was given by the prin- 
XXXV. eipal citizens of Quebec to Lord and Lady Aylmer, 
the evening of the 15th September, and on the 

faithful subjects iiiliabitiog our said Province, in which addresses 
and petitions have been represented to us, certain grievances of 
which the said House of General Assembly and our subjects afore- 
said have by tlieir stiid addresses and petitions sought redress. 
And we being minded, as far as in us lies, to afford the redress of 
eveiy grievance by which any of our faithful subjects inhabiting 
the said Province may be affected, and having therefore specially 
resolved to ap{X>int fit persons to proceed on our behalf to our said 
Province, there to investigate all complaints respecting the ad- 
ministration of the public affairs thereof, and have for that purpose 
made choice of you, tlie said Archibald, Earl of Gosford, Sir Charles 
Edward Grey, and Sir George Gipps. Now know ye, tliat we, 
relying on the approved discretion of you, the said Archibald, 
Earl of Gosford, Sir Charles Edward Grey, and Sir George Gipps, 
have, of our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion 
thought fit to constitute and appoint, and do hereby constitute and 
appoint you the said Archibald, Earl of Gosford, Sir Charles Ed- 
ward Grey, and Sir George Gipps, to be our Commissioners for the 
investigation of all grievances affecting our subjects in our Province 
of Lower Canada, in what relates to the administration of the 
Government of the said Province. And we do authorize and re- 
quire you for that purpose to proceed with all convenient despatch 
to the said Province of Lower Canada, and there by all lawful 
ways and means to enter upon a full and impartial enquiry into 
all complaints which shall to you be preferred respecting the ad- 
ministration of the Government thereof : and in the execution of 
this our Commission, our will is, and we do hereby require, that 
you do in all things conform to such instructions as shall be ad- 
dressed to you by us in our Privy Council, or through one of our 
Principal Secretaries of State. And whereas, for the better execu- 
tion ol the powers so vested in you as aforesaid, we have by other 
Letters Patent under the Great Seal of our United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, bearing even date with these presents, 
constituted and appointed you the said Archibald, Earl of Gosford, 
to be our Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over our 
Province of Lower Canada : — Now we do strictly charge and com- 
mand all our officers, civil and military, and all our faithful sub- 
jects and all others inhabiting the said Province, that in their 
several places and according to their respective powers and ojjpor- 
tunities, they be aiding to you the said Archibald, Earl of Gosford, 
in tlie execution of this our Commission and our said other Com- 
mission so addressed to you as aforesaid. 

In witness whereof, we have caused these our Letters to be made 
Patent ^\itnes8 Ourself, at Westminster, this first dav of July, 
in the sixth year of our reign. ** 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 





following (lay an address, very 

inhabitants of the city and neighbouihocjd, pre 
sented to His Excellency Hjs Lor^Hj embarked i8S5. 
with his family on the 17 th, on board H. M. fe. i ique, 
for Eno-land, which they reached in safety, narrow y 
escaping shipwreck, however, on her passage home, 
the ship having run ashore m the Straits of Belleisle, 
from which, by the skill and presence of 
commander, the Hon. Captain Rous, 4 

exertions and perseverance of the f 

^liffieultv extricated. On examination, attei her ar 
rival in England, of the injury she had sustained m 
her keel and bottom, it was deemed marveUous that 
she had eseaped foundering on the passage. 

The insertion of a marble slab, with an insciip- 
tion in honor of the memory of Montcalm, within 
the diapel of the Ursuliue Convent, by Lord Alymer, 
has previously been notieed. His Lordship this sum- 
merV shortly before his departure, caused to be erected 
on the Plains of Abraharn, at his own expense, 
truncated column or ^^aft, on a frag^ 
granite boulder upon whieh Wolfe breathetUiis last, 
lying at, or very near the spot where be fel . 

^ The following is an extract from the Quebec Mer- 
cury, on this subject : — 

monumext on the plains to the memory of 
WOLFE. 

“ The last anniversarv of the battle of the Plains 
of Abraham was aptly chosen as the ‘|fy J 

the names of the heroes Wolfe 
were affixed to the sarcophagus, on which r(;sts the 
beautiful obelisk raised to their honor during the 
government of the Earl of Dalhousie. The return 
Sf that anniversary may be appropriated to a bi et 
description of the monument lately ei^ted by 
lieuteiant general Lord Aylmer, while ^''jrnor 
in Chief of these Provinces, which completes the 



Chap, series of testimonials offered by posterity to the 
memory of the devoted and the brave. 

TssT" and most imposing in its appearance of 

these monuments, is the obelisk in front of the 
Governor’s garden, so generally admired for its 
symmetrical proportions. It is a tribute common to 
both of the heroes, whose names it bears. The 
second, is a marble slab placed, with commendable 
taste and feeling by Lord Aylmer, to the memory 
of Montcalm, in the chapel of the Ursuline Con- 
vent, within the precincts of which he was buried, 
in a grave partly formed by the bursting of a shell 
during the previous siege.* The slab has this in- 
scription, equally distinguished by truth and sim- 
pheity ; — 

Honneur 

a 

Montcalm ! 

Le destin en lui d6robant 
La Victoire, 

L’a recompense par 
Une mort glorieuse ! 

A monument to Wolfe on the spot where he died 
was alone wanting. The exact spot was known but 
to few, while the interest attachecl to it vras increased 
by the lapse of time : — the last contemjx)rary of the 
battle Avas no more, and the site would in a few 
years have become a subject for crnjecture. Al- 
though the stone which had formed his death couch, 
had been presented in its original position, it had 



Very fanciful and poetical, but nevertheless a fable.No bombshell, 
as 18 well known and proveable, fell during the seige of 1759 upon 
the Chapel of the Ursuline Convent, but several round shot passed 
through the roof, the marks whereof are still visible from 

roof being since cr>vered with tin. 
A bomb fell in the C/wsur, or place where the nuns assemble for di- 
vme service, the mark of which also is visible, but this is a separ- 
^e building though adjoimng the Chapel. Tlie remains of General 
Montc^m were privately interred in the evening of the day, or the 
day after, h^ decease from a wound he had received in the ac- 
tion on the Plains of Abraham, (where also Wolfe fell,) in a grav^ 





been sunk beneath the surface, in order to protect Chap, 
it from pilgrims who came, not to enrich but to rob 
the shrine, by carrying away as relics pieces of the'^^^ 
rock, hallowed by the death of Wolfe. These con- 
siderations, it may be imagined, suggested to Lord 
Aylmer; the design of erecting a Monument on 

dug for the purpose close to the northernmost wall of the Chapel and 
in the north-western angle of it, near the Altar, a few officers, pro- 
bably of the general staff in garrison at the moment, and his Aides 
de Camp being present. No other body, it is said, had been inter- 
red within ten or fifteen feet from the spot where his was laid. — 

It is but a few years since an old lady of the Ursulines died, who 
when a young girl, long before she entered the Convent, but living 
in its vicinity, had, drawn by curiosity, witnessed the interment 
and retained a perfect recollection of the precise spot where the 
remains of the General were interred. This she pointed out to my 
venerable and esteemed friend, the Reverend Thomas Maguire, for 
many years past, and still, Chaplain to the Ursuline Convent, who 
causea the ground to be removed, and the remains of a human 
frame found in the place indicated, to be exhumed, which he has 
no doubt from the information he received from the lady alluded to, 
and others of her cotemporaries whom he had consulted, were those 
of the General. The coffin had entirely disappeared. The bones, 
with the exception of the scull, crumbled to dust on exposure to 
the air. He has caused the scull to be carefully enclosed in a 
glass case, which is preserved in the Chaplain’s apartment in the 
Convent, where the curious in relics of the kind may see it^ by 
waiting upon the worthy Chaplain, and intimating a wish to that 
effect. Mr. Maguire, in opening the grave observed that it was iso- 
lated from other spots where the dead had been deposited, the 
ground adjacent for several feet, being firm and compact, and such 
as to produce a conviction that it had never been disturbed. 

The remains of Wolfe were conveyed to England in the Royal 
William, of 84 guns, and landed at Portsmouth on the I7th Novem- 
ber, I’ZSQ. They are, according to Mr. Hawkins’ Picture of Que- 
bec, (published in 1845,) deposited in the family vault at Green- 
wich, which that gentlemen states he visited in 1841, being per- 
mitted by the surviving branch of the family to enter the vault, 
where he had the satisfaction of laying on the coffin of Wolfe, a 
wreath of laurel, as a tribute of respect for the memory of the 
departed Hero. 

This fable of the inhumation of the remains of General Mont- 
calm, in a grave made in the Ursuline Chapel by the bursting 
of a bomb shell, reminds me of the tale of murder, and retidia- 
tion, which the “Chien d’Or,” it is vulgarly believed, was intended to 
commemorate, which, however, my worthy friend Jacques Viger, 
Esquire, of Montreal, has, with indefatigable research and industry, 
ascertained by the most incontestible evidence to be, with the 



Ctap. this Spot and as no accurate description of it baa 
XXXV. yet a])pearcd, and as the spot is constantly visited 
"^^^’by strangers, the following particulars, which may 
be depended upon to be cori'ect, will doubtless be 
interesting to the public. 

“ The monument lately erected by Lord Aylmer, 
then Governor in Chief, to the memory of AVolfe, 
on the spot where he died, is situated in a field, 
the property of Hammond Gowen, Esq., between 
the house of C. Campbell, Esq., and the race course, 
and adjoining the Grande All4e. The ground neces- 
sary for the site was presented by Mr. Gowan to 
his" Lordship for the purpose ; and the monument 
is distinctly seen from the road. It is composed ot 
a half column of the Corinthian Order, two feet in 
diameter, and about nine feet in height. It is exe- 
cuted in Montreal marble, and shaped from a single 

exception of the unpremeditated homicide of Mr. Philibert, by 
Mr. liCj^ardeiir de Repentignv, in a moment of transport, and for 
which he obtained in due form letters of grace and pardon, 
nl together fabulous. Mr. Vigor’s antiquarian and^ interesting 
researches liave not only stripped the tale of the “ Chien d’Or” of 
its cliaiTii but represent the unfortunate homicide of Mr. Phili- 
bert in its true light, and rescue the memories of two of the 
French Intendants, Messrs. Bigot and Begon, from the impu- 
tation of having been privy t^>, and instigating his death. Ho 
exhibits even the letters of grace and pardon to Mr. de Repentigny 
by the King of France, and the proceedings thereupon in the 
Court or proper jurisdiction in Canada, verifying the matters of 
fact upon which the letters were granted, and upon which his par- 
don, by the entherinemmt of those letters, became conclusive, the 
whole developed step by step in so clear and satisfactory a man- 
ner by Mr. V iger, as to demolish the entire fabric of fiction to 
which the untimely death of Mr. Philibert, and the bas relief of 
the “Chien d’Or” still over the portal of the house in Buade street, 
C^uebec, which, at the time of his decease he inhabited, had given rise. 
Mr. Vigor’s demonstration of the falsity and utter groundlessness, 
with the exception above mentioned, of this wide spread and 
popular tale, is historically so interesting, that although it does 
not properly come within the scope of this work, I may, never- 
theless, be pardoned for introducing it in a subsequent stage, in 
vindication of, and as an homage to historic truth. 

For Mr. Vigor’s Parliamentary analysis, see the end of the 
next Chapter. 
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block. Together with the base it is turned and Chap, i 
polished, forming a beautiful specimen of that valu- 
able building stone. The sub-plinth is of chiselled 
stone in order to form a contrast ; and the whole is 
supported on a pedestal of rocks, formed of the 
boulders of granite found on the neighboring sur- 
face, in a conspicuous part of Avhich pedestal is 
placed the remaining portion of the actual rock, 
on which Wolfe was supported w^hen he breathed 
liis last. The stones are strongly connected together 
embedded in the solid foundation of rock ; and iin- 'i 

less the monument should be intentionally damaged, 
it wnll be as durable as the fame of him w^hose name 
it bears. The inscription, which is deeply cut on 
the column, is brief and emphatic, containing a 
modest and delicate reference to that upon the slab 
in honor of Montcalm : — 

HERE DIED 

WOLFE, 

VICTORIOUS ! 

The work does great credit to the mason, Mr. 

Xavier Malouin, who has executed it in a very able 
manner, under the direction of Mr. Blaicklock, of the 
Royal Engineer Department, from a design drawn 
* by Lord Aylmer. 

The spot where Wolfe received his third and 
death wound, was in front of the redoubt, and rising 
ground, somewhat on the right and in advance of 
the monument. He was thence borne to the rear, 
and supported against a rock lying on the surface. 

‘‘In a small field, the property of the late Mr. 
Moorhead, between the one in which the monument 
is situated and the property ofCharles Campbell, Esq., 
about fifty yards due north from the column, imme- 
diately joining the fence, may be seen the remains 
of the well whence Wolfe was supplied with water, 
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Chap, when ]yii»g faint and dying on the spot now maFt- 
ed by the column. This has been ever sinee known 
Tp7"to the old inhabitants of the neighborhood as 
■ Wolfe’s Well, but in consequence of a horse hav- 
ing been drowned in it about four years ago, it was 
filled up with rubbish, to the great regret of many 
who have never eeased to hold it in hallowed re- 
membrance.” 

This monument, it is proper here to obse^e, hav- 
ing been chipped away and mutilated by idle and 
inconsiderate visitors, has been superseded by the 
more elegant structure now occupying its site, raised 
in 1849 by private contributions of the officers of the 
Army serving in Canada, and at the suggestion of Sir 
Benjamin D’tJrban, commanding the Forces therein, 
who suddenly died, universally regretted, at Mon- 
treal, in the month of May of that year, before the 
completion of this column to the memory of his 
immortal fellow-coimtryman, to which he had largely 
contributed. 



Errata. — Instead of 1834 in the marginal notes of pages 73, 74, 
»j5 — and subsequently in this chapter, read 1836. 

After the words “ H. Craig, Civil Secretary,” in page 80— read 
— no explanation being offered the intended visit did not take 
place. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Parliament convoked— nimours— Constitutional Association of Ckap. 
Quebec address the Governor— his answer— speech— ^ent m xxxvi. 
England— address relating to Mr. Gale— answer— address 
answer to the speech — proposed amendment — Governor’s mes- 1836. 
sage relating to arrears — address of the Assembly for arrears 
ami the current contingencies— answer— address relating to ^e 
Jesuits’ College at Quebec- anst^er— Mr. Roebuck— address re- 
lating to building or repairing churches— answer— public ac- 
counts — ^instruction to standing committee of griev^ces— Rifle 
Corps at Montreal— Mr. Justice Kerr’s dismissal— offence taken 
at speech of Lieutenant Governor (Sir John Colborne) of Upper 
Canada— Its effect in Lower Canada— public accounts— state ot 
the Province — address to His Majesty — accusation and impea^- 
ment of Judge Fletcher, and of Judge Thompson-^omplaint 
against Mr. Justice Bowen— against Mr. Felton, Mr. Gugy, and 
^hers— Committee on Grievances report concermi^ 

House of Commons— report of a special committee relatmg to the 
Executive govemment^Post Office Department— Mr. Caldwell 
—Canada tenures’ act-bill to reform the Legislative Council by 
rendering it elective — vote of thanks to Messrs, \iger an 
Morin— prorogation— letter of Lord Gosford to the Colomal 
Minister. 

The Earl of Gosford lost no time in convoking the 
Legislature, which, by proclamation bearing date 3rd 
September, W'as summoned for the despatch of busi- 
ness on the 27th October. In the mean time His 
Excellency assiduously cultivated, and, as many 
thought, obsequiously courted, even to self abase- 
ment, those members of the Assembly who, he was 
informed by those surrounding him and first in his con- 
fidence, were among the most influential in the body. 
Some of the leading men in the district of Montreal, 
including Messieurs Papineau and Debartzch, 
him immediately after his arrival at Quebec, probably 
to sound and ascertain his views on pubhc matters. 

A caucus or meeting of members of the Assembly, 
and other notables, was held about the same time at 
Three Rivers, to determine upon the course most 
proper to be adopted towards the new Governor, 
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Cliap. and in particular towards the commission of which 
he was the chief. The French papers, and the 
Vindicator published in English, in Montreal, by Dr. 
E. B. O’ Callaghan, a man of talents, but an ultra 
partizan, who, having succeeded Doctor Tracy as 
editor of that paper, had also obtained a seat in the 
Assembly, held out that no business would be entered 
upon by the Assembly until a sum sufficient to cover 
its contingencies were lulvanced, and unconditionally, 
at the discretion of the House. It appeared also to 
be the determination of the leading members of the 
Assembly, not to recognize or acknowlctlge the Com- 
missioners nor Commission in any manner, as they 
liad not been appointed under parliamentary au- 
thority, but by the King’s authority solely ! 

The day fixed for the meeting of Parliament was 
at hand, and it being rumored that His Excellency 
would advance the contingencies,” the Constitu- 
tional Association of Quebec met, and having passed 
several resolutions, prepared also an address to the 
Governor, which, the day before the opening of Par- 
liament, they presented him. 

It represented that the petitioners, as well for 
themselves as deputed on the part of certain inha- 
bitants of Lower Canada who signed divers peti- 
tions presented to His Majesty and both Houses of 
Parliament during its last Session, praying to be 
protected in their just rights as British subjects, 
have found it their indispensable duty most humbly 
to submit to Your Excellency, that still suffering 
under the grievances and abuses of which they com- 
plained in the said petitions, they cannot but enter- 
tain a lively anxiety that their condition may in no 
respect be rendered worse, in the humble expecta- 
tion that His Majesty and Parliament, after having 
afforded them a full hearing, will extend to tlie afore- 
said petitioners that relief which they therein du- 
tifully implored. 



“ Your petitioners further humbly represent : — Chap. 

“That it is the ancient and undoubted right of 
British subjects not to be compelled to contribute igss. 
to the public expenditure otherwise than according 
to the provisions of law. 

“ That by Act of the British Parliament, di Ireo. 

III., cap. 31, establishing the Government of this 
Province, the power ot making laws not repugnant 
to the said Act is vested in His Majesty by and with 
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 
and Assembly of the said Province and not other- 

vvise. , • 1 1 

“ That no application of monies levied on the 

subject in this Province can be lawfully made, un- 
less by Acts made and consented to by the three 
branches of the Legislature constituted by the spl 
Act, or by virtue of the King’s lawful prerogative 
over the revenues that may appertain to the Crown, 
or bv laws having force in this Province. 

“ That the claim which has recently been insisted 
upon by the House ot Assembly, and occasionally 
acted upon by the Legislative Council to obtain, by 
separate addresses to the Governor, advances of un- 
appropriated money, undpr the plea of defraying 
contingent expenses, but in reality embracing the 
payment of salaries or allowances not legally estab- 
fished, and more particularly as respects the preten- 
sioiis of the Assembly for expenses not incurred or 
to be incurred for tne business of the Session of 
that House, is altogether unfounded in law, unsup- 
ported by parliamentary usage, and^ subversive of 
the rights and liberties of British subjects. 

‘‘ That among the various instances in which this 
claim luis been set up, none is more calculated to 
produce alann in the minds of His Majesty’s sub- 
jects than the encouragement held out by the reso- 
lutions of the Assembly, of the 21st February, 1834, 
to the supporters of the majority in that body to 
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organize committees of correspondence, and tlie 

f ledge therein tendered of the pubUc funds of the 
rovince for the reimbursement of the expenses to 
be incurred by such committees in furthering their 
views, which proceeding is open usur])ation of 
powers not conferred on tlie Assembly by the law 
and Constitution of the Province, is destructive of 
order and government, and subversive of the rights 
and liberties of His Majesty’s subjects therein. 

‘‘ That in the present state of the representation 
in the House of Assembly, wherein those who con- 
tribute a very large proportion of the Provincial 
revenue are not represented, and the majority of its 
members are elected by people claiming a nationality 
distinct from the rest of His Majesty’s subjects, and 
acting under the influence of prejudices and feelings 
hostile to those of other national origins, the power 
claimed by the House of Assembly of disposing of 
public money without the consent of the whole Le- 
gislature, cannot be expect(^d to be exercised for the 
common w^elfare of all Ilis Majesty’s subjects in this 
Province, but rather in fui therance of hostility to 
numerous classes of their fellow-citizens, and for the 
reward of unprincipled and corrupt partizans and 
supporters, whereby the danger to the rights and 
liberties of the subject is rendered imminent. 

That one of the great advantages of an elec- 
tive branch of the Legislature, is the che ck which 
ought to result therefrom on profuse and unnecessary 
expenditure of public money on the part of the Ex- 
ecutive officers, but that this check w^ould become 
altogether unavailing if the Assembly were to obtain 
the distribution of public money among themselves, 
or persons of their own choice, without the consent 
of the other branches, and the subject be thus left 
without sufficient security against rapacity, corrup- 
tion and tyranny. 
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Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray Chap, 
that Your Excellency would be pleased to take the 
premises into your favorable consideration, and ex- 
tend to your petitioners herein the protection of 
their Most Gracious Sovereign ; and your petitioners 
as in duty bound, will ever pray. ” 

To which His Excellency re])lied : — 

Gentlemen, — I receive this Address with all 
the consideration which is due to the character of 
the wealthy, influential and enhghtened gentlemen 
by whom it is brought before me, and to the value 
and usefulness in the Colony of those whose wishes 
it purports to convey. 

‘‘ But as within twenty-four hours, my course 
upon the matter, to which your petition refers, must 
be declared to the Legislature, I cannot think that 
any good end could be gained, by anticipating the 
announcement. I will only state that I am furnished 
with precise instructions on the subject from His 
Majesty’s Government, whose motives, I beg you to 
be assured, are guided by the sole desire of ad- 
vancing the happiness and welfare of all classes of 
His Majesty’s Canadian subjects.” 

The Session was opened on the 27 th October, with 
the following speech from the throne by His Excel- 
lency : — 

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council^ 

Gentlemen of the House of Assemhhj^ 

It is in no ordinary circumstance that X meet you, 
and consequences of vast importance depend on the 
impression you may receive from my words. Dis- 
sensions have almost arrested the course of Govern- 
ment. The supplies required for carrying into ex- 
ecution the laws by which society is held together, 
have now for a considerable period been withheld. 

The most urgent and conflicting statements of 
numerous grievances by adverse parties, have been 



borne to the Throne of His Majesty ; but accompanied ] 
with expressions of an apprehension that the Minis- I 
ters of the Crown might not have that practical and I 
local knowledge of the Province, which is necessary J 
for the discernment of the most appropriate reme- 1 
dies. I am sent amongst you therefore, not only as ‘ 
your Governor, but as the head of a Commission ' 

upon which the task is imposed, of enquiring fully, ^ 

and upon the spot, into the complaints which have 
been made ; and of offering to the King, and to the i 
Councils by which the Throne is surrounded, the de- 
hberate conclusions of the Commissioners, 

There arc some cases in which the Executive 1 
power of the Government will of itself be sufficient 
to supply a remedy; m others, though he cannot j 
act by himself, yet with the help of one or both 
branches of the Provincial Legislature, he may effec- 
tually accomplish what is required ; there are others 
in which the laws and institutions of the United 
Kingdom make it impossible for us, without the enact- 
ments or sanction of the authorities in England, to 
effect what is asked ; so that if we were to act, wc 
should be acting unlawfully ; if we were to make 
laws, they would be binding upon no one. 

“ If these distinctions are borne in mind whilst I % 
state to you the commands I have received from j 

His Majesty, and the policy to which I shall adhere, ^ 

I am confident that I shall satisfy all impartial minds 
of the magnanimity and wisdom witli which His I 
Majesty has listened to your complaints ; of the re- | 
solution which has been taken to redress every t 
grievance under which any class of His Majesty’s 
Canadian subjects may labor, and of my determina- | 
tion to do all of which I am capable, in giving effect f 
to these generous and wise intentions. As Gover- ^ 
nor, I will execute with alacrity, impartiality, and j| 
firmness, whatever I am competent to do of myself; ] 
as head of the Provmcial Legislature, I will zealously ■ 
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the^ co-operate with its other members in the redress of Chap. 

• I ^ every evil they may find occasion to correct ; as xxxvi. 

^ Commissioner, 1 pledge myself that U prompt, but"^^^ 
isnecesar careful examination will be made of those still 

* ^ ^ weightier matters which depend upon the highest 

no m powers of the Empire ; and that having with the 

uinni^ most anxious thought and solemn deliberation, ar- 

rived at our conclusion, the Commissioners will 
state them with an earnestness of purpose, calculated 
!i M ^ to give additional force to the authority which they 
ideiltliet ought to derive from having been deemed worthy of 
^ so grave a charge. 

leE* u Jq what I sna^ now proceed to communicate, it 

beafe ig my design, nor am I authorised by His Ma- 

i lie CBS jesty, to condemn or applaud generally the conduct 

one or k of any one ; the abatement of dissensions, and the 

leiMjefe conciliation of adverse parties, are the objects at 

which I aim : the good will of the Canadians of all 
4e Inia ranks and classes ; the confidence of the representa- 



members of the Government are what I ardently 
retoaci,^ desire to earn and to retain, and in this I hope to 



eceiveili® the things of which you have complained, and of the 
slalate remedies which I hope to see applied. 

’ // T. • nr» A A^ XI 1 • • p a1 



I jority of the inhabitants of Lower Canada has been 

..oftleit made a pretext for excluding them from office and 

employment, and for retaining them in a state of 
[isil^ political inferiority. I disclaim, on the part of His 
Majesty and of the British people, so ungenerous a 
yjvinffcfe motive. Having long ago become a part of the 
'As Govtfr family of British subjects, our constitution recognises 




tives of the people, the respect of all branches and 



eretoni succeed, because I am conscious that my intentions 

le. deserve it. With as much freedom from fear or 

nindwliik; favor as I have promised to act, I will now speak of 




It is affirmed that the French origin of the ma- 



nothing, as a mark of disfavor, which may denote 



the estrangement of their ancestors in a former 
century. It regards nothing in the present genera- 
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Chap, tion as demerit, save misconduct. The circum- 
stances which united tliis country with the British 
Empire, must necessarily have occasioned for some 
time afterwards an exclusion of its prior inhabitants 
from offices of government, and the bias unavoida- < . 
bly received may in some degree have influenced, 
even to the present day the course of affairs. 
Neither is it possible, in the distribution of political 
offices at any time, or in any circumstancres, to be 
guided entirely by a reference to the number of in- 
dividuals who may be comprised in this or in that 
class. But I assure you tnat in this respect, my 
instructions enjoin upon me the utmost impartiality, 
and an entire disregard of distinctions derived from 
difference of origin. Fitness for the trust is the 
criterion to which mainly, if not entirely, I am to 
look, — and I do not hesitate to avow the opinion, 
that in every country, to be acceptable to the great 
body of the people is one of the most essential ele- 
ments of fitness for public station. 

So great is the solicitude of His Majesty to take 
the most effectual security against the occurrence of 
any abuse in the distribution of His patronage, that 
He has commanded the adoption of arrangements 
designed to elicit a far more particular account than 
heretofore, of the exercise of this part of His dele- 
gated authority in Lower Canada ; and He has been 
further pleased to direct that all offices in His gift, 
of which the emoluments shall exceed a stated sum, 
shall not be granted, except under the public seal 
of the Province, in pursuance of warrants to be 
issued for that purpose by Hjs Majesty. 

‘‘Complaint is also made that incompatible offices 
arc in some cases held by the same person. In 
whatsoever degree this grievance may be found to 
exist. His Majesty has signified to me his expecta- 
tion that it should be completely remedied. Com- 
menemg with the highest, I have formed the opinion 
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that it is neither right nor consistent with the whole- Chap, 
some separation and independence of the principal 
bodies of the Government, and with the dignity of their 
members, that out of the limited number of Execu- 
tive Councillors in this Province, several should hold 
offices under the Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly. I desire, however, that it may be under- 
stood that no dissatisfaction with the conduct of the 
members of the Executive Council, nor any mark 
whatever of His Majesty’s displeasure is intended to 
be conveyed. The immediate retirement of those 
gentlemen who prefer to retain their appointments 
under the Legislative body, might embarrass or in- 
terrupt the proceedings of the Court of Appeals, but 
I felt it my duty to impart to them the conclusion 
to which my mind had come : I shall communicate 
the same opinion to the proper authorities at home, 
and I entertain no doubt that as soon as their places 
can be supplied, according to the forms prescribed 
by law, effect will be given to the wish they have 
expressed to relinquish their seats in the Executive 
Council. My views are not limited to these cases. 

No union of incompatible or incongruous offices 
will be willingly acquiesced in by me : but I wish 
to be understood as speaking of offices of which the 
duties cannot conveniently or with propriety be dis- 
charged by the same person. In some instances, 
the division of offices is merely nominal, and the du- 
ties are more conveniently discharged by one person, 
than they could be by two. In other instances, the 
salary of the office is so small, or its duties so seldom 
called for, that without a union with some other, 
the employment could only be made acceptable to a 
competent person by an increase of emolument. 

It is stated as a gi’ievance that the Government 
has at various times refused to give the Legislature 
access to accounts, and other douments, which were 
necessary for the prosecution of its enquiries, and 
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Chap, that the Executive has not in all cases communicated 
xxxvi. when recj^uested, the despatches which have passed 
between the Colonial department and the local 
Government. His Majesty’s Government fears that 
the Assembly may have been exposed to some in- 
convenience from this source. The rule which I am 
instructed to follow, is a freedom from all unneces- 
sary reserve ; I am commanded to withhold no in- 
formation from the Provincial Legislature which can 
be communicated without a violation of confidence, 
of special detriment to the public serv ice ; and in 
particular, I am to offer you the fullest assistance in 
investigating every thing connected with the revenue 
and with finance.— There is scaixely any document 
within the power of the Government, which it will 
not always be willing to lay before you, except those 
confidential communications with the authorities at 
home, or with its own officers here, which, it is ob- 
vious could not be made pubhc in all cases and at 
all seasons, without extreme inconvenience. As an 
earnest of the sincerity of those intentions, I have 
given directions that a copy of the annual return, 
generally known as the Blue Book, should in future 
be presented to each branch of the Legislature ; and 
since correct information on the statistics of the Pro- 
vince is an object of general importance, I invite 
your assistance in rendering all returns of this nature 
as accurate and as comprehensive as possible. 

The too frequent res'erv^ation of bills for the sig- 
nification of His Majesty’s pleasure, and the delay 
in communicating the King’s decision upon them, is 
a grievance of which His Majesty’s Government are 
solicitous to prevent the recurrence. I shall con- 
sider the power of reserving bills as a right to be 
employed not without much caution, nor except on 
some evident necessity. His Majesty’s Government 
also undertake, on their part, to bestow the most 
prompt attention on every question of this nature, 
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which may be brought under their notice ; and es- Chap, 
pecially, that no measure having for its object the 
institution, in the Provinces, of any Colleges or^g^ 
Schools for the advancement of Christian knowledge 
or sound learning, shall hereafter be unnecessarily 
deferred. 

‘‘Connected with this subject, is the lapse of time 
which, it is stated, has on various occasions, occur- 
red in conveying to the Legislature His Majesty’s 
answers to their addresses. It is very possible that 
delays w’hich all would regret, may have taken place ; 
in some instances, perhaps, occasioned or prolonged 
by circumstances which no activity or zeal in His 
Majesty’s service could have obviated ; but His Ma- 
jesty takes so deep, and if I may use the expression, 
so personal an interest in the affairs of this country, 
that His Ministers havp received the most unquali- 
fied commands to lay before His Majesty, immediately 
on its arrival in England, every communication 
which either branch of the Legislature may address 
to the Throne, and to see that His Majesty’s 
answer be conveyed to the Province with the ut- 
most possible despatch. 

“ There have been several complaints of other 
matters ; such as of the undue preference of the 
English to the French language ; of improperly 
calling on the judges for extra judicial opinions on 
matters which might subsequently come before them 
for decision ; of an interference in the elections of 
the representatives of the people, and of other 
matters on which I should scarcely have thought it 
necessary to make any special observations, because 
I can assure you, generally, and without reservation, 
that any course of government liable to such impu- 
tations would be marked by the displeasure of His 
Majesty, and because I rely upon your giving me so 
much of your confidence as not to suppose before 
hand that I should subject myself in these respects 
to any just reproach. 
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Chap. With respect, however, to any undue partiality 
XXXVI. to the English language, it may not be superfluous 
to apprise you more explicitly that His Majesty 
disapproves, and is desirous to discourage and pre- 
vent the adoption of any practice which would de- 
prive either class of his subjects of the use, in their 
official acts, of that tongue with which early habits 
and education may have rendered them most familiar ; 
and that if you should deem requisite to pass a law, 
for securing both the English and French inhabitants 
of this Province against any disadvantage arising 
from an undue preference to either language, I 
should be prepared willingly to assent to the mea- 
sure. 

It has been represented as another grievance 
that exorbitant fees have been charged in some of 
the public offices. I have not yet been sufficiently 
long in the Province to have obtained accurate 
information on this subject; but lam willing to con- 
cur with you in a revision of the fees of every office 
in the Province, and in the appointment, should you 
think it expedient, of a commission of enquiry for 
that purpose. His Majesty has no wish on the 
subject, but that the remuneration of all public 
officers, from the highest to the lowest, should be 
so regulated as to provide for the efficient dis- 
charge of the pubUc service, — an object which can- 
not effectually be secured without a fair remunera- 
tion to the persons employed by the public. 

‘‘ I will readily co-operate, if it be desired, with a 
Committee of both Houses, or of either House, in an 
enquiry not only into certain rules of practice, 
made by the Courts of Law, which, it has been 
stated in addresses to the Throne, have exceeded the 
just authority of the Judges, but also into the prac- 
tice and proceedings of tlie superior tribunals, with 
a view to rendering them more prompt and method- 
ical, and less expensive. I apprehend, however, 



that after such an enquiry, it might not be in the <^ap. 
power of the Governor alone to apply any effectual 
remedy ; and that I should require the concurrence 
of both branches of the Provincial Legislature in 
passing an act for the purpose. 

The Clergy Reserves are among the most exten- 
sive of the subjects adverted to in the complaints 
from the Province. The whole question, with a 
draft of a bill for the adjustment of the claims of all 
parties, has been already submitted to the decision 
of the Legislature, but was lost, apparently by some 
misapprehension of the intentions of His Majesty’s 
government. As the best means of removing this 
misapprehension, I shall cause to be communicated 
without delay, copies of the Earl of Ripon’s des- 
patches on this subject : and I invite you to resume 
the consideration of the proposals which they con- 
tain. 

0-entlemen of the Home of Assemllyy 

‘‘ To both branches of the Legislature I am au- 
thorized to offer my warrants for the payment of 
their contingent expenses. I have received the 
commands of our most gracious Sovereign to acquaint 
you that His Majesty is disposed to place under the 
control of the Representatives of the people all pub- 
lic monies payable to BBs Majesty or to His Officers, 
in this Province, whether arising from taxes or from 
any other Canadian source, but that this cession can- 
not be made except on conditions which must be 
most maturely weighed, and that to arrange such 
conditions for your consideration, is one of the prin- 
cipal objects of the Commission with which it has 

f deased His Majesty to charge myself and my col- 
eagues. 

Our enquiries Into this subject shall be pursued 
with unceasing diligence, and the result shall be sub- 
mitted with all practical speed to His Majesty’s 
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Chap, government, and I hope, in a Session to be holden 
in the ensuing year, I shall be able to lay before 
you proposals for a satisfactory and conclusive ar- 
rangement. 

‘‘ I have desired that the accounts which are ne- 
cessary to show the financial state of the Province, 
vdth an estimate for the currerit year, should be sub- 
mitted to you as soon as possible, and every expla- 
nation respecting them, which it may be in my 
power to afford, shall be furnished without reserve. 
The accounts show the large arrears that are now 
due for salaries to public officers, and for the other 
ordinary expenditure of the Government, and I ear- 
nestly request of you to pass such votes as may effect 
the liquidation of these arrears, and provide for the 
maintenance of the public servants, pending the 
enquiry by the Commissioners to which I have al- 
luded. 

Should you place the Government in this posi- 
tion, I am authorized to engage that no part of the 
surj)lus proceeds of the Crown Revenues which may 
accrue beyond the charges to which they are at pre- 
sent permanently liable, shall, in the intervd of 
the Commissioners’ enquiry be applied to any pur- 
pose whatever, unless with your assent. 

As connected with the subject of arrears, I am 
further commanded to ask of you the repayment to 
the military chest, of the sums advanced under the 
sanction of His Majesty’s government to meet the 
pressing exigencies of the public service. This 
advance was exclusively made fi’om British funds, 
for the purpose of avoiding any undue interference 
with the revenue falling under the control of the 
Assembly, and wdth a strong persuasion that it would 
not prejudice the satisfactory adjustment of any of 
the questions at issue between His Majesty’s govern- 
ment and the House of Assembly. However the 
measure may have been subsequently understood, 
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such were the feelings with which it was adopted. Chap. 
It is obvious that this application does not call on xxxvi. 
you to grant the smallest amount more than would 
have been required if there had been no advance. 

His Majesty therefore hopes, that an issue made in 
reliance on the just and liberal feelings of the House 
of Assembly, and designed for no other purpose 
than to prevent a highly inconvenient interruption 
of the general business of the Province, will be 
cheerfully repaid. 

‘‘ In the absence of any legal provision for the 
purpose, I took on myself the responsibility of con- 
tinuing the Quarantine Establishment, at Grosse Isle, 
on the same footing as I found it, relying on your 
liberality to make good an expenditure thus incurred, 
solely for the public advantage. 

‘‘ I am happy to state that the Establishment was 
closed at an earlier period than usual, in conse- 
quence of there having been, for several weeks pre- 
viously, no sick of any description in the Hospital. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to suggest to you 
the expediency of indemnifying the proprietor of 
the Island, for its past occupation in the public 
service, and of enabling the Government to obtain 
possession of it, should the continuance, there, of a 
Quarantine Station be deemed advisable. 

‘‘ I have to announce that the suit instituted by 
the Crown against the late Receiver General for re- 

E ayment of the debt due to the Province has been 
rought to a termination, which makes the estate of 
the defendant applicable to the satisfaction of the 
demands of the Province. I may also announce to 
you that the party against whom the adjudgment 
has been given, has come to the determination to 
relinquish his seat in the Legislature of the Pro- 
vince, and to abstain from the exercise of all rights 
and privileges attached to it. 
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Chap. “ Gentkmen of tlce Legislative Council, 

‘‘ Gentlemen of the House of Assemhlg, 

1835. ^ * . . 1 £• 1 O. 

In requesting your attention to such useiul feta- 

tiites as may have recently expired, I beg to recom- 
mend to your more immediate notice, one, the ex- 
piration of which has affected the system of strict 
reciprocity requisite to be maintained in our com- 
mercial intercourse with the United Slates. — I allude 
to the Act passed in the 4th year of the Reign of 
Ilis present Majesty, entitled, ‘ An Act to continue 
for a limited time, and to amend certain Acts there- 
in mentioned, relating to the collection of the 
Revenue at the several inland ports of the Pro- 
vince.’ I would also recommend to your considera- 
tion the whole question of prisons, and prison dis- 
cipline, and the expediency of adopting some more 
effectual methods than at present exist, for repress- 
ing crime, which, I regret to say, appears to be on 
the increase in the Province. 

Of the Commission of which I have spoken to 
you, it will be the first and most urgent duty to pre- 
pare with deliberation and the utmost care, and yet 
without delay, the heads of a Bill for the giving up 
to the appropriation of the House of Assembly, the 
net proceeds of the hereditary revenue, and to pre- 
})arc it in such a form that it may be acceptable to 
the various authorities, whose sanction it may re- 
quire, or under whose cognisance it may come. In 
what form precisely this important concession may 
be finally made, it would now be out of place to 
discuss ; but it will be necessary that two points 
should be secured, — ^First, that the management 
of the sources of that revenue of which the pro- 
ceeds arc to be appropriated by the House of 
Assembly, should be reserved to Officers of the 
Crown, whose accounts will be open to the inspection 
of the Legislature of the Province. Secondly, that 



a provision should be made for the support of the Chap. 
Executive government and for the salaries of the ^xxvi. 
Judges by an adecpiate civil list. 1335 

“ The much agitated questions respecting the 
tenures of land and the registry of titles, and all the 
complicated considerations connected therewith, will 
also form a subject for the review of the Commis- 
sioners ; and they are directed to make a complete 
investigation of the conflicting claims of the Crown 
and of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, within the 
Seigniory of Montreal — what constitution and course 
of proceedings would be most advantageous for tlie 
Executive Council — what system for the general 
education of the people — how the collection and 
apportionment between the two Provinces of the 
duties of Customs, levied within the waters of the 
St. Lawrence, may be best arranged, and what 
principle ought hereafter to be taken as a guide in 
granting or refusing to companies or associations any 
powers to be exercised, or privileges or capacities 
to be enjoyed within the Province, are also questions 
on which the Commissioners must report to the 
Crown. 

There are still graver matters which have been 
made the grounds of petition to His Majesty, and 
respecting which the Commissioners are not pre- 
cluded from entering into an enquiry. But it would 
be painful to speak here of dissention between 
the two Legislative bodies whom I address, or to re- 
capitulate the faults which have been found with the 
constitution of either body by the other. Let me 
invite you rather to follow that example of forbear- 
ance, moderation, and mutual respect, which, not- 
withstanding their differences of opinion, has been 
recently exhibited by the two Houses of the Im- 
perial Parliament. The moment, as it seems to me, 
is a great opportunity for good or for evil. Let me 
entreat of you — that it may not be lost or thrown 
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Chap. away. Lower Canada is divided by two parties, and 
^xvi. each of them appears to be agitated by apprelicn- 
sions, which, I trust, are exaggerated. . To the 
Canadians of French origin I would say, do not fear 
that there is any design to disturb the form of 
society under which you have so long been content- 
ed and prosperous. However different from those 
of her colonists in other parts of the world, Eng- 
land cannot but admire the social arrangements by 
which a number of enterprising colonists have grown 
into a good, religious, and happy race of agricultu- 
rists, remarkable for the domestic virtues, for a 
cheerful endurance of labour and privations, and 
for alertness and bravery in war. There is no 
thought of endeavoring to break up a system which 
sustains a dense riu'al population, without the exis- 
tence of any class of poor. England will protect 
and foster the benevolent, active and pious priest- 
hood, under whose care, and by whose examples, so 
much of order, of good conduct and of tranquil bhss 
is created, preserved and handed down from gener- 
ation to generation. 

Of the British, and especially of the commercial 
classes, I would ask, is it possible you should suppose 
that there can be any design to sacrifice your inter- 
ests, when it is clear to all the world that commerce 
is one of the main suj^ports to the British system of 
finance ; that without it the wonderful fabric of 
British power and dominion would crumble into 
dust, and that it is especially the object and purpose 
for which at a vast expense the mighty colonies of 
England are maintained in every quarter of the 
globe^? Rely upon it, that the great and powerful 
country from whence you have removed yourselves 
to these shores, will not abandon here the jwlicy 
which has established the prosperity of her people 
in every other region ; and that a Government of 
vrliich constancy and good faith are the main ele- 



ments of power, will not fail to sustain in this por- Clmps 
tion of the Empire the spirit of that Constitution, 
which has so long been held out as a boon to its''‘J^^ 
natives, and an inducement to the settlers who ha ^e 
embarked in it their enterjirise, their wealth arv-l 
their hopes of individual happiness. 

In a declaration put forth by many among you, 
who inliabit this city, I have seen the following ob- 
jects enumerated : First, to obtain for persons of 
British and Irish origin and others. His Majesty’s 
subjects, laboring under the same privation of com- 
mon rights, a fair and reasonable proportion of the 
Representation in the Provincial Assembly. Second- 
ly, to obtain such a form in the system of Judicature, 
and the administration of Justice as may adapt them 
to the present state of the Province. Thirdly, to ob- 
tain such a composition of the Executive Council, 
as may impart to it the efficiency and weight wliich it 
ought to possess ; Fourthly, to resist any appointment 
of Members of the Legislative Council otherwise 
than by the Crovm, but subject to such regulations 
as may ensure the appointment of fit persons ; Fifth- 
ly, to use every effort to maintain the connection of 
this Colony with the parent state, a just subordin- 
ation to its authority ; and Sixthly, to assist in pre- 
seiwing and maintaining peace and good order 
throughout the Province, and ensuring the equal 
rights of His Majesty’s subjects of all classes. If 
these objects are indeed all that are desired by the 
whole commercial interest, I trust it will be satis- 
factory to those who aim at them to know, that there 
is not one of them which is not strictly witliin the 
line of duty of the King’s Commissioners to take 
into consideration, to receive respecting them the 
fullest evidence and information which may be 
offered, and finally to submit to our Gracious Sove- 
reign and His Ministers tlieir important and well 
weighed conclusions. 
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Chap. In the mean while, to the Canadians, both of 
French and British origin, and every class and 
1836 . description, I would say, consider the blessings you 
might enjoy, and the favored situation in which, but 
for your own dissention, you would find yourselves 
to be placed. The offsprings of the two foremost 
nations of mankind, you hold a vast and beautiful 
country, a fertile soil, a healthy climate ; and the 
noblest river in the world makes your most remote 
city a port for ships of the sea. Your revenue is 
triple the amount of your expenditure for the or- 
dinary purposes of Government ; you have no direct 
taxes — no public debt — no poor who require any 
aid than the natural impulses of charity. If you 
extend your views beyond the land in which you 
dwell, you find that you are joint inheritors of the 
splendid patrimony of the British Empire, which 
constitutes you, in the best sense of the term, citizens 
of the world, and gives you a home on every con- 
tinent and in every ocean of the globe. There are 
two paths open to you. By the one you may ad- 
vance to the enjoyment of dl the advantages Avhich 
lie in prospect before you ; by the other I will not 
say more than you will stop short of these, and will 
engage yourselves and those who have no other ob- 
ject than your prosperity, in darker and more dif- 
ficult courses.’^ 

A Bill was introduced immediately after delivery 
of the above, for the appointment of an Agent for the 
Province, in England, (Mr. Roebuck being the man,) 
and passed by the Assembly, as if to signalize their 
disregard of the Commission just announced from the 
Throne, which, by the remarks that already had 
fallen from different members, it was now apparent 
they were determined not to recognize the mission 
of the Commissioners, not being, it was said, ‘‘ au- 
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thorized by the Lords and Commons of Great dm]). 
Britain.” xxxvi. 

On the 2nd November, and before the answer to 
the Governor’s speech was agreed upon, an address 
to His Excellency, on motion of Mr. O’Callaghan 
was voted, praying him to inform the House whe- 
ther he had any instructions from His Majesty’s 
ministers, on the subject of the complaints preferred 
against Judge Gale, and that he would give the 
House copies of all the documents he might have in 
his possession relating to his case. The following 
debates took place on the subject : — 

“ Mr. Vanfelson, addressing the Speaker, ex- 
pressed his belief that it was not the practice of that 
House to address the Executive on any subject be- 
fore the address in answer to the speech had been 

E resented, and that reason alone he thought would 
e sufficient to induce the hon. member to with- 
draw his motion ; but if that was not sufficient, there 
were yet stronger reasons why he should do so ; for 
he would ask, was it prudent at this moment to pre- 
sent an address of that sort ? The head of the Exe- 
cutive told us in his opening speech that he would 
do all in his power to enquire into all gi'ievances and 
apply remedies to them. According to his view', 
therefore, to adopt the course now proposed, would 
be plainly to declare that the House had no confi- 
dence in an administration which had promised to 
look into the state of the country with alacrity and 
diligence ; it would be to paralyze before it could go 
into effect, the enquiry about to be undertaken by 
the Royal Commissioners ; it was depriving the pre- 
sent administration of the opportunity which it had 
a right to expect would be afforded to it of doing 
good. The hon. member for Yamaska (Mr. O’Cal- 
laghan) lias told us, that he believed the Gover- 
nor in Chief to be a man of perfect integrity, and 
ready to render justice w'here justice was due — why 

f2 



Chap, then, should they not wait? If the Executive has 
XXXVI. instructions in regard to Judge Gale, they will, 
doubt, shortly be comiuunicated to the House. 
He would therefore say, that in his opinion, the 
manner of proceeding adopted by the lion, rncnibcr 
was umparlianientary; but supposing even that it 
was in mle, there are considerations which ouglit to 
restrain us from acting w^ith jirecipitation. He was 
entirely in favor of the object of this address, but 
thought it Wiis too soon to [iresent it, and a delay of 
two or three days would be immaterial. 

‘‘ Mr. Berthelot rose and expressed his surprise at 
what had fallen from the hon. member who last 
spoke. Was an hon. member to be prevented from 
bringing forward a measure tending to the correction 
of a grievance, because the House had not yet replied 
to the speech ? Was that sound logic ? He entertained 
hopes that the Commission would do them justice, 
but he could not think that it would indicate .any 
distrust of tlieir good intentions, if they asked the 
Executive to communicate to them document^ in 
which they were so deeply interested. The speech 
took no notice of that part of tlieir complaint ; it 
w'as therefore necessary to remind the Chief of the 
Commission that it had been overlooked. 

“ Mr. Lafontaine. — Similar motions had been 
brought forward every Session ; and besides the hon- 
orable member for Yamaska (Mr. O’Callaghan) 
had said that he did not desire to present it to the 
Executive, until after the House had delivered its 
address in answer to the speech. They were told 
that the new Governor would redress their griev- 
ances. He, however, did not sec that the Ninety- 
two Resolutions needed any such enrjuiry. The 
Assembly had complained, and their complaints 
were not made without sufficient grounds. All the 
members knew that the evils they complained of 
were real. To say that the Ninety-two Resolu- 
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tions needed to be looked into, would be to admit Chap, 
that they had been hastily passed, and Tvithout hav- xxxvi. 
ing been duly weighed and considered, which 
far from being the case. The question did not re- 
gard a new Governor, or one person more than ano- 
ther ; the matter before them was the correction of a 
vicious system which must be amended — ^it was not 
a question of persons, but of principles. It was of 
little consequence who governed, provided these 
evils no longer existed ; by keeping that object 
steadily in view they would avoid all risk of involving 
themselves in contradiction. 

Mr. Gugy thought that by adopting the present 
motion, they would create a needless difference 
between the House and the Executive, and the more 
needless because a little delay would occasion no 
inconvenience. Besides he did not think that the 
charges brought against Mr. Gale were of a nature 
to cause the removal of that gentleman from the 
Bench. He should therefore vote against the mo- 
tion, not on account of dissenting as to the time or 
form, but that he thought it altogethe runcalled for. 

‘‘ Mr. Rodier differed altogether from the bon. 
members who had spoken. The hon. member for the 
Lower Town of Quebec, (Mr. VanfeLson,) had said 
that he considered the motion of the hon. member 
for Yamaska, (Mr. O’Callaghan,) as premature, and 
gave as a reason that there was now a Commission 
instructed to enquire into their grievances, and that 
it was proper to answer the speech of the Govenior 
in Chief, before they presented any other address to 
His Excellency. Another hon. member had said 
that the motion before them would have the effect of 
povoking the attention of the Noble Commissioners. 
These hon. members, to judge by their speeches, 

■ would invest the Commissioners with an official cha- 
racter in opposition to the Assembly. This impres- 
sion he desired to remove. That House had nothing 
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Chap, ill common with the Commission. It acknowledged, 
as it was bound to do, the authority of the Gover- 
nor, but not that of the Commissioners. Our griev- 
ances are not of recent birth, they are known, and 
liave too long weighed upon the people. The ap- 
pointment of Judge Gale was a grievance. Mr. 
Spring Rice had himself promised, had he re- 
mained in office, to refuse his sanction to that nomin- 
ation. The application proposed by the hon. mem- 
ber for Yamaska could not displease Lord Gosford, 
for His Excellency could not in the limits of an 
opening Speech embrace all their grievances ; His 
Lordship nad, however, promised the House the 
communication of all documents in his possession 
relating to them, and, therefore, tliey would show 
no distrust of his promise by asking liiin specially 
for the papers relative to the appointment of Judge 
Gale. 

Dr. Kimber would observe, that the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Justice Gale, to act in the place of Mr. 
Justice Valli^res, at Three Rivers, was a proof that 
the Executive had paid no great attention to that 
part of their grievances. 

The motion was then put and adopted by a 
majority of 49 to 8.’’ 

In reply to the Address, the Governor said : 

Gentlemen, — I request you to acquaint the House 
of Assembly that I have not received any instruc- 
tion from His Majesty’s Ministers on the subject of 
the complaint of the House mentioned in this Ad- 
dress, and that I shall cause to be conveyed to the 
House, without delay, copies of all such communica- 
tions and despatches asked for in this Address as are 
within reach, relating to the nomination of 
Samuel Gale, Esquire, to be one of the Judges of 
the Court of Kang’s Bench for the District of Mon^ 
treal.” 
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The appointment of Mr. Gale by Lord Aylmer to (^p . 
the bench of Montreal, was sustained by the Home 
Government. A part of the correspondence relating 1835. 
to this gentleman, between the Governor and Colo- 
nial Secretary, is given below.* 

* Downing Street, 28th February, 1886. 

My Lord, — Having perused your private letter to Mr. Hay, of 
the 23rd ultimo, referring to Mr. Spring Rice’s despatch of the 11th 
November, 1834, on the subject of Mr. Gale’s appointment to a 
seat on the bench at ^Montreal, I cannot hesitate to acknowledge 
that the reasons urged by Your Lordship for the confirmation of 
Mr. Gale are conclusive ; Jind I have the satisfaction to acquaint 
you that His Majesty has been pleased accordingly to approve of 
this appointment. Your Lordship has not indeed answered speci- 
ficially thatpart of my predecessor’s speech, of the 11th November, 
which related to the place of Mr. Gale’s birth ; but the general 
nature of your communication seems sufficient to indicate that this 
gentleman cannot be laboring under any disqualification as an 
alien. 

However desirable it may be that the selections for the bench in 
Canada should at all times be free from political bias, or undue 
partiality towards either of the prevailing parties in the Province, 
yet I am so fully alive to the difficulties wmich must occur in the 
execution of the plan pointed out by my predecessor, that I cannot 
venture to anticipate its success upon trim, nor consequently to in- 
struct you upon it. 

I shall confine myself therefore to the expression of my convic- 
tion, that when any future occasion may arise for recommending 
an appointment of this kind, Your Lordship will weigh with the 
most scrupulous anxiety, the claims of those who may be considered 
as the fitting candidates, ahd that you will not allow any cir- 
cumstances to interfere with the fair pretensions of the French 
Canadian portion of the Bar, whenever they can be satisfactorily 
supported. 

I have, (fee., 

(Signed,) ABERDEEN. 

Lieut. General Lord Aylmer, K. C. B., <kc., &c., <fec. 
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Extract from a despatch from Lieutenant General Lord Aylmer, 
to the Right Honorable the Earl of Aberdeen, K. T., dated 
Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 18th March, 1836. 

The House of Assembly next complain “ that even the sacred 
** character of justice has been recently polluted in its source, by 
“ the appointing to the high office of Judge, for the District of Mon- 
“ treal, a man who was a violent and decided partizan of the ad- 
^ ministration of the Earl of Dalhousie, and the declared enemy of 
“ the laws which ho is bound to administer.” 
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Chap. The draft of an address in answer to the Speech 
^^]^from the throne having; been prepared by a select 
Committee and reported, the House resolved itself 
into committee of the whole to deliberate upon it. 
All notice of the commission being avoided in it, an 
amendment was proposed to the following effect : — 

We consider it a proof of the wisdom and magnanimity with 
wliicli His Majesty has listened to our complaints, that a Commission, 
of which Your Excellency is the head, has been appointed for the 
pu^riiose of enquiring fully, and upon the spot, into the complaints 
which have been made, and we confidently hope that the conclu- 
sions to which the Commissioners will come, and the final result 
of their labors will be satisfactory to all classes of His Maiestv’s 
subjects.” •’ ^ 

This however was negatived. Mr. Papineau de- 
claimed at great length and witli much warmth on the 
proposed amendment. 

“The appointment above alluded to, is evidently that of Mr. Gale 
to be Puisne Judge for the District of Montreal ; and the charge of 
the Assembly, that he is the declared enemy of the laws he is bound 
to administer, is one of so great impoi-tance, considering the high 
judicial situation of the accused party, that it may be presumed the 
Assembly will follow it up by a more fonnal proceeding directed 
gainst Mr. Gale, individually, in which case, an opportunity will 
be afforded him of defending his own character, 
r therefore oidy^ remark, with reference to the appointment 
of Mr. Gale, that he is indebted for it to his own character for in- 
tegrity and professional knowledge, and to the recommendation of 
holding one of the highest judicial appointments in 
the I rovmce, and who liimself is universally respected. 

For the rest, the political opinions entertained by Mr. Gale 
whatever those may be, have never been brought under my notice 
in the course of my administration, by any act or proceeding of 
Ins ; and it did not appear to me either necessary, or proper, when 
the question of appointing him to a seat on the bench was under 
my consideration, to refer to political controversies long past, and 
^on the merits of which a great diversity of opinion prevails in 
the Province. 



„ T Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, May 7, 1885. 

oQ+i ^ reference to Your Lordship’s despatch of the 

28th of February, acquainting me that His Majestv has been gra- 
ciously pleased to approve of the appointment of Mr. Gale to a 

District of Montreal, I 
have now the honor of informing Your Lordship (with reference to 



ITc considered he said the appointment of the Com- Chap, 
missioners an insult to the House, it cast a doubt xxxvi. 
upon the representations which had been gravely 
and deliberately made by that body in their petitions 
to the King and to the two Houses of the Imperial 
Parliament. If information was wanted on the griev- 
ances of the people, the House was the proper 
channel through which it was to be obtained, and 
to seek it by any other was degrading and insulting 
to the representative branch. The act which gave 
a Constitution to Canada, he said had been referred 
to iis a boon for which the Canadians ought to be 
grat. fill. He saw no cause for gratitude ; it had con- 
ferred no favor on any class of His Majesty’s sub- 
jects. Those who were of British birth enjoyed all 
that it conferred as their patrimony — and those who 

ail observation of Mr. Spring Rice, in relation to the place of Mr. 

Gale’s birth, contained in his despatch of the lltli November, 1834, 
that Mr. Gale was born in East Florida, when that country formed 
part of the Bntish dominions, and that he is therefore to all intents 
and purposes a British subject. I am likewise informed that Mr. 

Gale’s father rendered veiy essential sci-vices to the British gov- 
ernment, and that he was employed as Civil Secretary to General 
Prescott, w^hen Governor of this Province. 

I am truly desirous that Your Lordship should be persuaded of 
my solicitude, when recommending appointments to judicial situa- 
tions, to weigh with the most scrupulous anxiety the claims of 
those who may be considered as the fitting candidates ; .and I can 
assure Your Lordship th.at my own views are in perfect accord.ance 
with Your Lordship’s injunctions, not to allow any circumstances to 
interfere with the fair pretensions of the French Canadian portion 
of the Bai-, wlicnever they can be satisfactorily supported. 

The judicial and other legal appointments made during my ad- 
ministration of the Government, will fully bear me out in this as- 
surance ; and I would further take leave to draw Your Lordship’s 
attention to the fact that since the date of the report of the Canada 
Committee of 1828, four gentlemen have been raised to the bench 
in this Province, and that Mr. Gale is the only one of those four 
not of French origin : the other three, Messrs. Vallieres deSt. R^al, 
Rolland and Panel, are all French Canadians. 

I have, <fec., 

(Signed,) AYLMER. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K. T., <fcc., <fec., <kc. 



Cliap. had been the subjects of France acquired the same 
XXXVI. riglits on giving their allegiance to the new posscs- 
1836. sorsof the soil, and becoming themselves British sub- 
jects. 

The Commissioners, he asserted, had no constitu- 
tional or legal powers vested in them. They might, 
to be sure, draw up a report and submit it to Ilis 
Majesty’s government ; if it coincided with the de- 
clared wishes of the House, who were competent also 
to report, well and good, — there would be no harm 
done, but their worK would be superfluous ; for, if 
they differed from what the Assembly advanced, 
they might be assured that that body would not re- 
cede one iota from what it had demanded, but would 
force its claims to the utmost. 

The address being delivered by the Assembly, Ilis 
Excellency thanked them for it, and especially for 
the flattering and kind manner in which they had 
spoken of himself.” It will,” he added, “ be my 
constant study to adhere faithfully to the line of 
conduct which I stated to you at the opening of this 
session, and I shall feel truly rejoiced to find that 
course promote the good understanding which it is 
desirable to see re-established in this Province.” 
These preliminaries being over, Ilis Excellency sent 
down (9th November) a statement of arrears amount- 
ingto £105, 098, due for the service of the Civil go- 
vernment, on the 10th October last, exclusive of the 
advance of £30,519, from the military chest, making 
in all £135,617, sterhng, expressing his confidence 
that the Assembly would see the necessity of pro- 
ceeding without delay to a consideration of this part 
of the public accounts.” An address was voted at 
this sitting to His Excellency, for an advance of 
£22,000, as well to pay off arrears due by the As- 
sembly as towards defraying the contingencies of the 
present session. To this be answered that, in con- 
formity to what he had stated in his speech at the 



opening of the session, on the subject of the contin- Chap, 
gencies, he cheerfully acceded to the prayer of the xxxvi. 
address. * 

It has been observed that in 1832, the revenues 
arising from the J esuits’ Estates were liberally given 
up by the Crown, and appropriated by act of the 
Legislature to the purposes oi education generally. 

The building in the City of Quebec, formerly 
the College of that body had, however, as before the 
act, remained since the extinction of the order, 
in the occupation of the military as a barrack. The 
Assembly very early in the session sent up an address 
to the Governor requesting communication of all 
such further information as he may have received 
from His Majesty’s government, on the subject of the 
prolonged occupation of the J esuits’ College in Quebec, 
by His Majesty’s troops as barracks.” 

To this he answered, that he had received His 
Majesty’s commands to inform the House, that His 
Majesty was anxious that these buildings should be 
restored as promptly as possible to their original use, 
and that this measure should not be delayed a day 
after other and adequate provision should be made 
for the accommodation of the troops.” ^‘It is,” he 
added, scarcely necessary to remark, that the pro- 
posal made in the address of the Governor in Chief 
on the opening of the session, to place under the 
control of the representatives of the people all the 
sources of local revenue, will deprive His Majesty of 
the means of providing for this object. As soon 
therefore as suitable barracks for the troops shall be 
provided, the Board of Ordnance will immediately 
issue the necessary instructions for evacuating the 
buildings in question.” His Excellency’s message 
was referred to a committee, with an instruction 
to ascertain the actual value of the College and the 
ground attached to it, and also the annual revenue 
which might have been derived from the same during 



Chap, each period of ten years, between the present time 
mvL whlch tlicj ^YCYe first taken possession of 

'"ig^^by the military authorities and here the matter 
’ rested, the Committee not having made any report. 
It was thought by many that the determination 
expressed in this message to retain the late College 
as a barrack, until other barracks of equal capacity 
were built at the provincial expense, (if the message 
were to be so understood,) did not correspond with 
the liberality which the Government had recently 
shown with respect to the other property of the late 
order of Jesuits. Tlie erection of fortifications and 
places of accommodation for the Forces serving in 
the country, had hitherto been defrayed from the 
Imperial Treasury, and the present proposition bore, 
it was said, in appearance, an ungracious step to 
compel the Province to contribute towards the ex- 
penses of those works which belong to, and properly 
ought to be at the cost of, the Empire. 

It being likely that the Bill passed by the Assembly 
for appointing Mr. Roebuck, Agent for the Province, 
would be thrown out by the Legislative Council, the 
House adopted a scries of resolutions with respect to 
this gentleman, justifying him in the position he had 
assumed on behalf of the Province, in a corres- 
pondence mth Sir George Grey, who had questioned 
the accuracy of some of his statements, as well as 
his authority for making them.* 



♦Resolved, — Tliat this House has learned with regret, that in 
consequence of representations made to the Right Hon. Lord 
Glenelg, dated 5th June last, by John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, 
Agent of this House in England, and accompanied by various ex- 
planations thereof. His Majesty’s Secretary of State has, by letter 
of Sir George Grey, dated the 1 1th of same month,'raised objections 
as to the powers possessed by the said Agent to expose and explain 
the proceedings of this House, its interests and sentiments, as well 
as those of the people of this Province, in such a manner as he 
should feel himself authorized to do by the powers conferred on 
him by the Assembly and its votes. 



Resolved,-— That the opinioa whereby the Agent of this House, 
ill England, is considered merely the simple bearer of official com- 
munications between the House of Assembly and the Colonial 
Office, would leave the House nearly in the same position as if it 
had no other channel of communication but the Governor of the 
Colony ; that in the case in question the Agent of this House was 
warranted by the Resolutions of the Assembly which authorized 
him “to represent to His Majesty’s government the interests and 
sentiments of the inhabitant of this Province, and support the 
petitions of this House to His Majesty and to both Houses of Par- 
liament,” and by the other proceedings of this House to make the 
representations, and to give the explanations contained in the 
minute of conference, dated 6tli June last, that the said Agent was 
fully borne out in his answer to the Right Hon. Lord Glenelg, 
dated 17 th June last, which contains a correct exposition of the 
right of this House to be heard before His Majesty’s government, 
and of its opinions on the circumstances and measures of the time. 

Resolved, — That the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, was 
fully authorized, by the proeeediugs of this House of Assembly, to 
lay down, as he has done, as the basis of haimony and’ good un- 
derstanding within this Province, and of confidence in t£e admi- 
nistrative or other measures to be adopted by His Majesty’s gov- 
ernment, the Constitutional Reform, by means of election of the 
Legislative Council ; the entire control by the House of Assembly 
of the public revenues of the Province, and of the salaiies of 
public functionanes therein ; the repeal of the obnoxious acts 
passed by the Parliament of the United Kingdom, wherein the 
latter legislated for the internal government of this Province ; 
the abolition of undue privileges founded on the said acts ; and 
the redress of abuses existing in the Courts, in consequence of the 
appointment of improper persons to the bench. 

Resolved, — That this House has the greatest confidence in the 
talents and zeal of the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, and 
in the rectitude of his proceedings ; and that this House request 
him to continue to the people of this Country and their Represen- 
tatives, those services which have deservedly ensured to him the 
warm gratitude of the inhabitants of this Province. 

Resolved, — That it is the ojiinion of this Committee, that in the 
event of the Bill passed by this House on the 3rd of November 
inst., appointing the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, Agent 
for this Province, not becoming a law, the said John Arlbur 
Roebuck, Esnuire, be requested as Agent of this House, to repre- 
sent to His Majesty’s government, the interests and sentiments of 
the inhabitants of this Province, and to support the petitions of 
this House to His Majesty, and to both Houses of Parliament, 

Resolved, — That it is the opinion of this Committee, that in case 
the said Bill should not become a law, it is right that the Clerk of 
this House should pay to the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, 
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Chap, or to his order, out of the monies appropi-iated for the contingent 
XXXVI. expenses of this House, a sum not exceeding six hundred pounds, 
sterling, annually, to indemnify him for his care and services in 
1836. his said quality of Agent ; and that the said Clerk be in like manner 
authorized to advance to the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, 
a sum not exceeding five hundred pounds sterling, for one year, 
to meet his disbursements and contingent expenses in his said 
quality, of which said disbursements and expenses an account 
Aall be rendered to this House every six months. Yeas 63; 
Nays 6. 

The Quebec Mercury” of the 14th November 
remarks on this subject : — 

The Legislative Council yesterday threw out the 
Agent’s Bill, the Committee of the House, on rising, 
having been refused leave to sit again. The objection 
was to the nomination of Mr. Roebuck, the majority 
of the members feeling that they could not, without 
compromising their respectability, hold intercourse 
with a man wlio had declared that body a nuisance. 

In the debates that arose in the House of Assem- 
bly on this matter, as they were published, Mr. 
Papineau is represented as having said that he was 
a republican, and hoped with all his heart that the 
time would yet arrive when the emissaries of repub- 
lican America would organize republics in Europe.” 

The ‘‘Canadian,” a journal then in the interests 
of Mr. Papineau gave another version, according to 
which he was made to say that “ the time had gone 
by when Europe could give monarchies to America ; 
on the contrary an epoch was approaching when 
America would in its tuni give republics to Europe.” 
Time alone can verify how far Mr. P. was in error 
or correct. 

Among the addresses voted shortly after the open- 
ing of the session by the Assembly, there was one re- 
questing copies of all legal opinions from time to time 
given by the Crown Officers to the Executive, with 
regard to the interpretation and execution of an act 
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QY ordinance relating to the building or repairing of Chap, 
churches, parsonage houses and church yards. To^ ^ 
inlikei^' this llis Excellency answered : 

H&p “ With respect to the copies of legal opinions 

mentioned in the address, I request you to inform 
House of Assembly, that, although in the pre- 
lim Id; sent instance the opinions in question may not con- 
tain any matter that would render their publicity 
inexpedient, it would be obviously inconvenient to 
I i>0Te» depart fi'om the principle established for the public 
advantage, that the communications which the con- 
irewotti fidential Officers of the Crown are called upon to 
submit for the consideration of the Executive should, 



of confidence in this respect must tend to deprive 
Jot, A the Government of the full and unreserved assistance 

interosis of its legal and constitutional advisers, and thereby 

anok eventually produce a pernicious effect on the effi- 

lofisft cient administration of the public service, 

lislieil ‘‘Under this impression, which is in accordance 

tiaiieii with the principles I announced in my address at 
irttlali the commencement of the session, I must, though 
sofr^ reluctantly, decline to furnish this part of the infor- 

dEuii)[« mation prayed for.” 

teiiiijjR The public accounts with the usual statements of 

ocoife? the revenue and expenditure of the preceding year 
were laid before the Assembly early in the session, 
)iiDei» and with them the estimates for the current year. His 
^ yh Excellency expressing by mess^ige his confident re- 

)l 0 f liance upon the liberality of the Assembly for the 
jgjjjgni necessary supplies.* 

* By the Public Accounts, laid before the Assembly, it appeared 
.jjlfOp that file gross amount of revenue for the year ended tne 10th 
- October, 1835, was £205,910 sterling, leaving to Lower Canada, 
^ . after deducting £54,876 due to Upper Canada as its proportion, 

ne to® together with £7,827 for collection, and several small items for com- 

fit mission on incidents, drawbacks, <fec., a net revenue of £140,747. 
/ ^ The net increase arising from duties under the Imperial Act, 14 
Geo. Ill,, which for the year 1792 did not amount to £5,000, (see 
vol. 1, page 162,) now exceeded £60,000. The Casual and Territo- 
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except in peculiar cases, be held sacred. A breach 




Chap. The Standing Committee on grievances, which 
XXXVI. other usual Standing Committees had 

1836. been revived with the session, was on motion of Dr. 
O’Callaghan instructed “ to enquire into the proceed- 
ings,” (the result whereof had been laid last session, 
by message from Lord Aylmer, before the Assembly 
as already mentioned,) adopted by either house of 
the Imperial Parliament, relative to the petitions ad- 
dressed by this House and by the people of this Pro- 
vince to His Majesty, and the said Parliament, in 
the year 1834, on the state of the Province.” These 
were the petitions framed on the 92 resolutions.* * 
The menacing attitude assumed by the Assembly, 
and the hostile language used by members in the 
debates daily occuring in it, and seconded by that 
of their supporters^ throughout the Province, par- 
ticularly in the District of Montreal, afforded just 
cause of alarm to the loyal population, who, deeming 
the Government criminally supine, began seriously 
to look to their defence independently of it. The 
spontaneous formation of a Volunteer Rifle Corps was 
proposed at Montreal, and immediately filled up by 
young men of that city, who, to legalise tlie coq)s, 
made a tender to the Governor of tlieir services in 
case of need.f 

rial Revenue had also from £720 for the former year now increased 
to £5,209. 

* The famous 92" Resolutions have been ascribed to the joint 
labours of different members of the Assembly, they were, however, 
composed from first to last by Mr. Papineau. 
f “ To His Excellency the Right Honorable Archibald, Earl of 
Gosford, <fec., <fec., <fec.. Governor in Chief of the Province of 
Upp er and Lower Canada, <fec. 

“ The Memorial of F. 0. T. Amoldi, of Montreal, Doctor of Medi- 
cine; Francis Him ter of Montreal, Merchant; Robert Weir, 
junior, of Montreal, Merchant ; Aaron P. Hart, of Montreal, 
Advocate ; and Robert M‘Kay, of Montreal, Gentleman — on 
behalf of themselves and others. His Majesty’s faithful sub- 
jects residing in Montreal, respectfully showeth to Your Ex- 
cellency : 

*! meeting of certain of His Majesty’s faithful subjects, 

residing in the City of Montreal, hold on the 16th of the present 



The offer, however, was declined by the Governor Chap, 
in Chief,* but the organization of the corps never- 
theless proceeded, until the appearance of a pro- 

month of December, it was unanimouslv resolved, tliat it was ex- 
pedient to form an Association to consist of eight hundred effec- 
tive men, to be designated under the appellation of * The British 
Rifle Corps; 

“ That the individuals composing the said meeting being greatly 
desirous of following a mode of proceeding strictly constitutional, 
did on the 22nd day of December, unanimously resolve to memo- 
rialize Your Excellency, as His Majesty’s representative in this 
Province, to obtain Your Excellency’s simction to the organization 
of ‘ The British Rifle Corps.’ 

“ Your memorialists further beg leave respectfully to assure 
Your Excellency, that the sole aim of His Majesty’s subjects, who 
are desirous of organizing themselves as above stated, and for 
which object Your Excellency’s sanction is solicited, is to assist, so 
far as it may be in their power, to preserve inviolate the connection 
which exists between Great Britain and Lower Canada, and to 
maintain unimpaired the rights and privileges confinned to them 
by the Constitution. 

“ Wherefore, your memorialists, who were at tlie said meeting 
appointed to addi-ess Your Excellency, on behalf of His Majesty’s 
said subjects, do most respectfully pray that Your Excellency will 
be pleased to sanction the formation of the British Rifle Corps in 
Montreal, and also the nomination of such officers as may be ap- 
pointed in the said Corps by those whom Your memorialists now 
represent 

“ And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.” 

* Castle of St Lewis, Quebec, 28th December, 1835. 

“ Gentlemen, — I have received and laid before the Governor in 
Chief your memorial dated the 22d instant, in which, on behalf of 
yourselves and others, you pray the sanction of His Excellency to 
the orgamzation of eight hundred efficient men, in Montreal, under 
the appellation of the ‘British Rifle Coips,’ for the purpose of 
assisting, as far as it may be in your power, ‘ to preserve inviolate 
toe connection which exists between Great Britain and Lower 
Canada, and to maintain unimpaired the privileges confirmed to 
you by the Constitution.’ 

am directed to acquaint you in reply, that the connection and 
the rights which you mention, are not considered by His Excel- 
lency to be in danger ; and that, if they were, their safety would 

best provided for by the^authority of Government, and not by 
toe formation, in the time of entire peace, of an armed corps at 
the instance of private individuals. Such a measure is calculated 
not to promote the good purposes you state you have in view, but 
on the contr^,to endanger toe public tranquillity, which. His 
Excellency desires me to assure you he is resolved to maintain 



Chap, clamatlon putting it down took place, upon which 
the body dissolved itself. The proclamation declar- 
'7^ ed the proceedings of the “ British Rifle Corps,” in 
Montreal, to be miconstitutional and illegal,” and 

solemnly warned all His Majesty’s leige subjects in 
this Province, to abstain from taking any part there- 
in, and against entermg into any such imauthorized 
combinations, whereby they might draw upon them- 
selves the penalties consequent upon their violation 
of the law, and upon the claims which might result 
from a distm’bance of the peace of this portion of 
His Majesty’s dominions.”* 

against all attempts, from whatever qnai’ter proceeding, to the full 
extent of the powers vested in him by law. 

“ I have the honor to be, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your most obedient humble servant, 

“S. Walcott, 

“ Civil Secretary. 

“ It was resolved Ibat the Committee should prepare another 
address to His Excellency, stating on what groimds it was deemed 
necessary to establish a Kifle Corps in Montreal, and that in the 
meantime the organization of the Corps should moceed as if no 
answer had been received from His Excellency. The meeting to 
take place at Kauntz’s, Nelson Hotel, on Thursday, of which due 
notice will be given in the newspapers.” 

* The Corps in dissolving itself in obedience to the proclama- 
tion, caused the following to be presented to Lord Gosford on the 
occasion. 

“ IVhereas, Your Excellency having thought fit, ‘by and with 
the advice and consent of His Majesty’s Executive Council,’ to 
suppress, by proclamation, an association in Montreal, under the 
denomination oftlie ‘British Rifle Coras’ — ^we, tlie late Committee 
thereof, consequently beg to inform Your Excellency, that imme- 
diately on such proclamation having been known, a spontaneous 
dissolution of the Corps was effected. 

“ Wherefore, it is hoped that Your Excellency, and such of His 
Majesty’s Executive Coimcil as advised Your Excellency in the 
adoption of such a measure, will duly appreciate the very tolerat- 
ing and peaceable disposition of the large number of which the 
Corps was composed. 

“^at Your Excellency has misconstrued the avowed detor- 
minationof the ‘ British Rifle Corps’ to support and assist in main- 
taining the Constitution and British interests in this Province into 
acts subversive thereof, and that Your Excellency listened to the 




The following resolutions passed, in consequence Chap, 
of the letter from Mr. Walcott, will explain the 
reasons assigned for the formation of the Corps ^8^ 
and the exasperation that unhappily existed : — 

“ Resolved, that this meeting considers it a duty 
to express its dissent from the opinion of His Excel- 
lency, as conveyed in the answer of Mr. Secretary 
Walcott, to the memorial of the Committee of the 
‘ British Rifle Corps,’ that the connection between 
this Colony and the Mother Country, and our rights 
and privileges as British subjects, ^ are not in dan- 
ger.’ 

• Resolved, that the treasonable language uttered 
by the Speaker of the House of Assembly in Com- 
mittees, the revolutionary doctrines disseminated by 
difierent Members of the majority of the House of 
Assembly, and some members of the Legislative 
Council, among the quietly disposed Canadians ; the 
perseverance of these ^ would be’ republicans to ex- 
cite a spirit of hatred against Briti^ bom subjects 
and Bntish interests, and the unqualified manner in 
which they have expressed their determination, to 
exert themselves to tneir utmost to obtain the aboli- 
tion of the Legislative Council and a separation from 
the Mother Country, fully warrant this meeting in 
dissenting from His Excellency, who considers that 



advice and consent of only such of His Majesty’s Executive Coun- 
cil as are avowedly hostile to every British suDject and British in- 
terest in the Province, are suppositions which the line of policy 
your Excellency has ad^ted towards the British Rifle Corps, and 
the G^licisms in your Sicellency’s proclamation have rendered 
indubitable. 

“ In conclusion, as Committee-men of the British Rifle Corps wo 
must express to your Excellency our regret that the day has 
arrived when, in a Colony conquered by British arms, a body of 
loyal subjects has been treated as traitors, by a British Governor, 
for no other crime than that of rousing themselves to protect their 
persons and property, and to assist in maintaining the rights and 
privileges granted to them by the Constitution. 

F. C. T. Abnoldi, M. D., F. Huntee, R. M'Kat. 
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Chap, the connection and the rights and privileges raen- 
tioned in our memorial, ‘ are not in danger.’ 

‘‘ Resolved, that this meeting does not entertain 
the slightest doubt that the authority of Government 
can provide for the safety, the connection, and the 
rights and pri\ileges alluded to ; and it is in conse- 
quence of such conviction, that this meeting sees the 
propriety of organizing an efficient body of citizens, 
with the view to avert the necessity for the Govern- 
ment having to provide for the safety of that con- 
nection and those rights, and to afford a ready and 
effectual co-operation for their maintenance. 

‘‘ Resolved, that this meeting has just grounds for 
again differing from His Excellency, when he states 
that this is ‘ a time of entire peace,’ inasmuch, as it 
is notorious that during the last elections, a great 
number of Canadians from the neighbouring parishes, 
were induced by the French demagogues to assem- 
ble in Montreal, for the purpose of overpowering the 
British electors ; — that under the false pretence of 
more effectually providing for the safety of the city, 
nearly hundred men were illegally added to the 
watch by the municipal authorities, and under that 
guise, this body, commanded by two or three Mem- 
bers of the present majority of the House of Assem- 
bly, did unprovokedly attack the persons, and des- 
troy the property of His Majesty’s hege subjects, 
and were subsequently remunerated for their ser- 
vices, out of the city funds ; — that a respectable and 
inoffensive citizen was wantonly attacked, and severe- 
ly beaten in his own house, violently dragged thence 
and confined during a whole night, by the captain 
and others of the watch, and this with impunity.’ 
Resolved, that a certain Member of the House 
of Assembly, notorious for his revolutionary prin- 
ciples, and who has the command of a company, an 
already organized Rifle Corps in this city, did, on 
the 6th May, 1834, address the following circular to 
the members of his company ; — 
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‘ Mo^’DAY, May 5, 1835. Chap. 

' Sir, — I request your attendance at drill this even- 
ing; I desire to know on whom I can depend, for^s^ 
i hursday next ; being a holiday, the company will 
turn out to practise firing, and I will award a medal 
to the best shot. If you do not show more activity 
and zeal for the company, I am afraid it must be 
dissolved, to the great joy of our j)olitical enemies » 

‘ Yours, (&c., Sabrevois De Bleury. 

Captain,'^ 

That the political enemies here alluded to are the 
English, Irish and Scotch inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince, in opposition to those of French Canadian 
origin, and that the same individual, on a late occasion, 
with a portion of his company under arms, as his 
Excellency has been authentically informed, was 
guilty of conduct universally stigmatised as disgrace- 
ful to a soldier, and tending to a ‘ disturbance of the 
public tranquillity.’ 

Resolved, that the forc-mentioned circumstances 
strongly demonstrate the determination which the 
revolutionary party has come to, of trampling under 
foot the liberties of British subjects, and of gaining 
an ascendency by physical force. ^ 

Resolved, that it is deemed expedient for the 
better preservation of those rights and privileges, 
conferred by the Constitution, to maintain the posi- 
tion already assumed by the British Rifle Corps, and 
as it can scarcely be expected that Ills Lordship will 
be pleased to reconsider his reply, and permit the 
reorganizing and arming of the Corps, that we pro- 
ceed so far as justifiable in the organization and 
training requisite, so that in emergency our efforts 
may be the more prompt and efficient. 

Resolved, that our Committee draw up a com- 
munication and bye-laws for the government of the 
Corps, that these resolutions be published in all the 
Constitutional papers within this Province, and that 
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Chap, a copy he transmitted to Quebec, for the information 
XXXVI. ilig Excellency the Governor in Chief. 

A memorial was addressed to His Excellency in 
conscciucncc of the above, as follows : — 

To His Excellency the Uight Honorable Archibald, 
Earl of Gosford. 

The Memorial of Frs. C. T. Arnold!, of Montreal, 
Doctor of Medicine ; Francis Hunter, of Mon- 
treal, Merchant ; Robert Weir, Junior, of Mon- 
treal, Merchant; Aaron P. Hart, of Montreal, 
Advocate, and Robert Mackay, of Montreal, 
Gentleman — on behalf of themselves and others. 
His Majesty’s faithful subjects. 

Respectfully sheweth, 

‘‘ That your memorialists beg leave respectfully to 
acknowleclge the receipt of Your Excellency’s reply 
to their former memorial of the 23rd ultimo, in 
which Your Excellency was pleased to state that the 
connection between this Colony and the Mother 
Country, and our rights and privileges, as confirmed 
to us by the Constitution, ‘ were not considered by 
Your Excellency to be in danger.’ 

“ That your memorialists have most respectfully to 
express, on the part of the body they represent, 
their regret that they cannot participate in the 
opinion so entertained by Your Excellency. 

“ That in support of the dissent of your memo- 
rialists they would beg leave to refer to facts — 

“ That the House of Assembly has repeatedly pro- 
claimed a determination to effect a cnange in the 
Constitution of Government established in this Prov- 
ince, which cannot be reasonably looked for so long 
as the existing form of Government in the British 
Empire is preserved, and which, if effected, will in- 
evitably cause a speedy separation of the Colony 
from the Mother Country. It has not hesitated to 
use the threat, that so soon as an increase in the 
Provincial population will justify the attempt, that 
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if shall he madcy in order to maintain ^ the inapprcci- Clmp. 
able advantages of self government,’ should that^^^^^ 
period not be anticipated by ‘ seeking elcswhere a 1535^ 
remedy,’ for their alleged grievances. 

That the Speaker has, on the floor of the House, 
during the present session, declared his resolution to 
persevere in certain measures, in order to ensure a 
speedy dissolution of the connection between the 
Colony and the United Kingdom, and the establish- 
ment of Republican institutions in Lower Canada. 

For these reasons, and for frequent invasions of 
their rights and privileges by the Assembly, and 
other constituted authorities^ your memorialists do not 
hesitate to assert that machinations are in progress 
dangerous to that connection, so happily existing, and 
to those rights and privileges which as Britons and 
the descendants of Britons, they are resolved to pre- 
serve against all attempts, from whatever quarter 
proceeding, at the sacrifice of their lives. 

111 would it become your memorialists, and faith- 
less would they be to that spirit which distinguishes 
the British nation, and which equally characterizes 
the population of British descent, spread over North 
America, did they not denounce as dangerous and 
criminal that delusion which prompts the fragments 
of a foreign race, inhabiting a small section of this 
Continent, to attempt to erect a distinct power, pro- 
fessing a policy and principles hostile to the spirit and 
institutions which predominate over that immense 
territory. 

‘‘ Your memorialists w’ould further beg leave to 
state, that the British Rifle Corps is composed of 
men banded together to promote good purposes, and 
incapable of stating anything but their real intentions, 
that they shall always be found prompt at the call 
of their King and country, eager to defend British 
institutions, and resolved to protect their rights and 
privileges as the dearest legfacy of their fathers. 
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Chap. And your memorialists as in duty bound will 

XXXVI. every pray. 

ig 35 The Colonial Secretary, Jlr. Spring Rice, had in- 
formed Lord Aylmer, by letter of the 11th Novem- 
ber, 1834, that a vacancy had occurred in the office 
of Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court, by the re- 
moval of Mr. Kerr, and that in consequence of that 
removal he had felt it his duty to suggest to him the 
expediency of resigning his seat on the Bench at 
Quebec. Mr. Spring Rice obsei^’^ed that he had not 
as yet obtained Mr. Kerr’s definitive reply, but, 
doubted not that his resignation would be given in. 
Under these circumstances he requested Lord Aylmer 
to provide him with the names of six or more gen- 
tlemen, from amongst whom he should endeavour to 
select such persons as were best calculated to fill these 
important offices, (Judge of the Admiralty and 
Judge of the Court of King’s Bench,) stating it also 
to be his desire that the offices held by Mr. Kerr 
should be in future severed. At all times,” he 
observed in this letter, ‘‘ but more particularly at a 
moment like the present I feel it of the highest im- 
portance that no persons, who can be considered as 
strong political partizans, should be placed on the 
Bench in Lower Canada. It is of course too much 
to expect on the part of men engaged in an active 
profession like that of the law, an indifference to 
political opinions, but I may perha])S be permitted 
to hope, that at the Bar of Canada, individuals may be 
found whose demeanor and conduct have been calm 
and nioderate, and such as not to create any per- 
sonal indisposition on the ])art of the most reason- 
able portion of the public.” 

“ Looking,” he continued, at the list of Judges 
of Lower Canada as it stood before the late events, 
I perceive that out of twelve names, there are but 
three which bespeak a French origin. I need not 
point out to your Lordship the extreme importance 



that in any selection to be made for the Bench, a Chap, 
complete familiarity with and knowledge of the 
French language and of Canadian law, should be con- ^ 133 ^ 
sidered as indispensable qualities.” 

Mr. Spring Rice being shortly after the date of 
the above letter, succeeded in the Colonial office by 
the Earl of Aberdeen, Lord Aylmer in a despatch 
of 23rd January, 1835, to the latter, observes in re- 
ference to the instructions he had received from his 
predecessor : 

“ I cannot conceal from you that the instructions 
of Mr. Spring Rice, if it shall be decided to act upon 
them, will be productive of no small degree of em- 
barrassment to me. If the appointments to office 
in this Colony are to be placed upon a footing differ- 
ent from that wliich has hitherto been the practice, 
and that too in a way evidently to exhibit a dimi- 
nished confidence in the discretion of the Governor 
in his selections for office, his situation must be 
greatly lowered in the eyes of the public. That, 
however, is a point upon which the Secretary of 
State must decide ; it is for him to consider upon 
what footing it is most advantageous to the King’s 
service that His Majesty’s Representative in the 
Province should be placed ; but I am apprehensive 
that the effect of any such appearance of diminished 
confidence in the discretion of the Governor as I 
have described, will be felt in a way that possibly 
was not contemplated when the instructions of Mr. 
Spring Rice were drawn up. I mean to say that it 
will create apprehensions in the minds of those who 
aspire to public situations in the Province, that the 
interest made at the Colonial Office by persons of 
influence in the Mother Country, will be suffered 
to have greater weight than has hitherto been allowed 
in the disposal of those situations, and which will 
operate to their disadvantage. 
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Chap. ‘‘ The members of the legal profession in particii- 
lar, who possess considerable weight in this Province, 
1886. be found, I think, extremely sensitive on this 
point. 

I apprehend that it would be difficult to find 
one out of any ^ six or more gentlemen,’ of suffici- 
ent eminence in their profession to entitle them to 
that distinction, who would be willing to accept at 
the hands of the Governor, under these circum- 
stances, the provisional appointment of Judge ; he 
would consider that at least he would have five 
chances to one against his ultimate success, and 
should he after all be rejected, he would have to 
endure the mortification of descending from the 
Bench to make way for a more fortunate and per- 
haps a junior candidate. And here let me remark 
that the notoriety of this mode of recommending and 
appointing to office is inevitable ; it cannot be kept 
secret ; for the Governor would hardly take upon 
himself to submit to the Secretary of State the names 
of any number of gentlemen, witnout having first as- 
certained fi-om each respectively, whether the situa- 
tion to be filled up would be acceptable to him.” 

Mr. Spring Rice, in the despatch above referred to, 
also observes, ‘‘ at all times, but particularly at a mo- 
ment like the present, it is of the highest importance 
that no person who can be considered as strong po- 
litical partisans, should be placed on the Bench in 
Lower Canada” — and he observes further on, ‘‘ when 
I advert to the line adopted by Mr. Gale before the 
Committee of 1828, and nis connection with the mea- 
sures of those times, I very much fear that he will 
be looked upon with distrust by a very consider- 
able portion of the community in Lower Canada.” 
In the opinion expressed in the first part of the fore- 
going quotation, ‘‘ I do,” observes Lord Aylmer in 
answer, most heartily concur. It is most desirable, 
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that no person^ who can be considered as strong politic Chap, 
cal partisans, should be placed on the Bench; and 
I diink a better acquaintance, with the character 
of Mi\ Gale would have shown, that in selecting 
him for a seat on the Bench, the principle in ques- 
tion hiis not been lost sight of by me.’’ 

“ I know not what ground of objection may have 
been furnished by Mr. Gale, when in England, and 
under examination before the Committee of 1828 ; 
but having since the receipt of Mr. Spring liice’s 
despatch, read Mr. Gale’s evidence before that Com- 
mittee, I must confess that I cannot find in it any 
thing that I should consider as a bar to his advance- 
ment in the line of his profession as a Lawyer. It is 
very true that Mr. Gale, in the course of his evidence, 
takes a view of the affairs of this Colony widely dif- 
ferent from those of a certain party in the Province, 
but in which he is by no means singular for that 
(whether it be the true one or not is immaterial to 
the argument,) is also that of a very respectable por- 
tion of the inhabitants of the Province ; but the fact 
is, that since that period, that is, since the year 
1828, Mr. Gale, (as far as I can learn) has taken no 
prominent part in the political discussions of the 
Province. 

For the rest, Mr. Gale is a gentlemen of indepen- 
dent fortune and unblemished reputation, and highly 
respected in his public and private capacity by the 
J udges, and members of the legal profession in the 
Province ; his claims to respect cannot be and are 
not denied him in any quarter, and I believe even, 
that very many of those who in the first instance 
\vere averse to his appointment, have ceased to com- 
plain of it. It is an appointment which I will confi- 
dently assert is very generally approved of, and am 
convinced that his removal from it would have an 
unfavorable effect in the Province.” 

g2 
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Chap. In a despatch from Lord Ab^irdeen of the 2nd 

XXXVI. April, 1835, to Lord Aylmer, His Excellency is in- 
formed that ‘‘ Mr. Kerr having been removed from 
his judicial office, it becomes needless to enter upon 
an investigation of the particular cliarges brought 
aj^ainst him by the Assembly.” 

In consequence of the vacancy thus occasioned, 
it will devolve upon your Lordship to select, from 
among the members of the Bar of Lower Canada, 
the individual whom your Lordship may consider 
most fit to be appointed to a seat upon the Bench. 
In making this selection, I need scarcely recall to 
your Lordship’s attention die claims to- preferment 
which arc possessed by the gentlemen of the Bar of 
French extraction ; and I have therefore to request 
that, on this occasion, your Lordship would be 
pleased to select from among them such person, 
whose appointment in your judgmentmiay best de- 
serve the confirmation of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. The desire which, I am confident your Lord- 
ship feels, to meet in every way the reasonable ex- 
pectations of the inhabitants of the Province, would, 
1 am sure, render superfluous any remarks which I 
miglit offer as to the considerations by which your 
selection should be determined ; and I shall, there- 
fore, await your report of the gentleman upon 
whom your choice shall fall, in the persuasion that 
the nomination will be exercised for the general ad- 
vantage of the Province, and with an impartial dis- 
crimination of individual claims.” 

From some causes not explained, Lord Aylmer 
did not fill the situation in the Court of King’s 
]jcncii, which had become vacant by the removal of 
Mr. Justice Kerr, and the vacancy still remmned on 
the advent of Lord Gosford, who was scarcely seated 
in his new station when the necessity of immediately 
filling the office, was strongly urged upon him, pro- 
bably by suggestion of expectants of the appointment. 



This, however, he did not think fit to comply with, Chap, 
until the Session was considerably advanced, when 
after receiving an address from the Assembly, dcsir- 
ing that the vacancy should be filled, he finally 
selected Mr. Elzear Bedard, who had moved the 92 
Resolutions, and whom he now promoted to 'the 
Bench as successor to Mr. Kerr. The appointment 
of this gentleman was exceedingly unpopular with 
the British public, and all who were opposed to the 
92 Resolutions, nor indeed was it generally popular 
with his own party, many of them deeming others of 
it better entitled, as well by seniority as by professional 
experience, to the post conferred upon him.* 

The speech of the Lieutenant Governor of Upper 
Canada (Sir John Colborne) in opening the Parlia- 
ment of that Province (14th January, 1836) had, in 
alluding to the affairs of Lower Canada, given offence 
to its leading politicians. The following is the 
passage at which offence was taken. “ The 
peculiar position of Lower Canada, and the simi- 
lar constitution under which the institutions of 
both colonies are secured, do not allow the dis- 
sensions in that Province to be regarded by 
you with indifference, nor indeed without deep re- 
gret, anxiety and apprehension ; the injurious effects 
of these influences have already been experienced ; 
they have tended apparently to discourage emigra- 
tion, and the transfer of capital to this country ; and 
have acted disadvantageously in respect to the terms 
on which the large loan authorised by the Legislature 
was recently negociated in England. But whatever 
measures may be adopted in consequence of tlie in- 

*Mr. Bedard was a son of tlie late Air. Pierre Bedard, who in 
1810 inoiirred the displeasure of Sir James H. Craig, and after- 
wards was appointed to the Bench at Three Rivers. He was carried 
off by cholera at Alontreal, in 1849. Mr. Bedard, though he did 
not rise to eminence, acquitted himself with integrity on the 
jBench, and was much esteemed for his many social and domestic 
qualities by all vho <>iyoy«dhis acquaintance. 
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qiiiry of the commissioners, or whatever alteration 
may be proposed to remedy the evils to which I have 
adverted, you may rest assured that the Constitution 
of these Provinces will be upheld/^ 

It was therefore resolved on the 27th January, by 
the Assembly of Lower Canada (on motion of Dr. 
O’Callaghan)’’ that this House will, on Thursday the 
11th of February next, resolve itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole to take into consideration certain 
passages touching the state of this Province, in the 
speech delivered by Sir John Colbome, Lieutenant- 
(jovemor of Upper Canada, at the opening of the 
Parliament of that Province, on Thursday, the 14th 
of January instant.”* A call of the House also 
on that day had previously been appointed, and it 
moreover was determined to take at the same 
time into consideration the state of the Province. 
On the advent of the 11th February, the call was 
postponed to the next day, and the other orders, were 
put of to the 14th inst. On the 13th, however, a cir- 
cumstance occurred which decidedly put an end to all 
prospect of a favorable termination of the Session. 

Sir John Colbome shortly after the opening of the 
Legislative session in Upper Canada, had been su- 
perseded in the government of that Province by the 
appointment of Sir Francis Bond Head, who, on as- 
suming the administration, and to inform the Assem- 
bly of the steps which the Home Government were 
pursuing, for an adjustment of the financial and other 
difficulties in Lower Canada by the Commissioners 

♦“Messrs Amiot, Bardy, Barnard, Bertrand, Besserer, Blanchard, 
Blanchet, Bouc, Bouffiard, Careau, Caron, Oazeau, Child, Courteau, 
Deligny, DeTonnancour, De Witt, Dubord, Fortin, Fraser, Girouard, 
Huot, Jobin, Kimber, Knight, Larue, Leslie, Letourneau, Marquis, 
Meilleur, Methot, Morin, Mousseau, O’Callaghan, Proulx, Tache, 
Antoine Charles Taschereau, Joseph Andre Taschereau, Thibeau- 
deau, Trudel, Vanfelson, and Viger. Yeas, 42. 

“ Messieurs Baker, Blackburn, Clapham, Grannis, Gugy, Moore, 
and Power. Nays, 1 .** 
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sent out for the purpose, had sent down to that House a Chap, 
copy of the Minister’s instructions to those gentle- 
men as furnished by him, to Sir F. B. Head for his '^8^ 
own information and guidance. The Speaker, (Mr. 
Bidwell) of the House of Assembly in Upper Canada, 
perceiving certain discrepancies between those in- 
structions and Lord Gosford’s speech at the opening 
of the session, forwarded extracts from them to Mr 
Speaker Papineaufor the information of the body over 
which he presided, and who immediately laid them 
before the House. From this moment it became 
certain that Lord Gosford’s mission was a failure. 

His Excellency in consequence of this communi- 
cation sent do^vn a message on the 16th, stating that 
“ having observed from the proceedings of the House 
of Assembly, tliat they have entered on their Jour- 
nals, certain extracts from the Instructions to the 
King’s Commissioners in Lower Canada, in the 
shape in which they were recently laid before the 
Legislature of the Upper Province, thinks it right 
that the Assembly should be fiimished with the same 
in a more accurate and complete form, and therefore 
transmits herewith copies of all those parts of the In- 
structions which have reference to the topics em- 
braced in the extracts received by the House from 
Upper Canada. 

“ The Governor in Chief has only to add, that he 
has already conveyed in his speech at the opening 
of the session, the sense in which these instruc- 
tions are understood by those who execute them, 
and that to the construetion then put on them, and 
to every declaration made by him on first meeting 
the Legislature of this Province, he continues stead- 
fastly to adhere.” 

This, however, did not re-establish the confidence 
which the revelation of His Excellency’s instructions 
in the manner mentioned had shaken. 
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Chap. The Assembly passed (yeas 47, nays 6,) the follow- 
ing resolutions in reference to Sir John Colborne’s 
1836. speech: — 

‘‘ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, that this House, in its exertions to procure a 
redress of the various grievances under which the 
people of this Province labour, and to introduce a 
good and responsible system of local government, 
have, in addition to the other weighty and substantial 
reasons by which it has been guided, been greatly 
encouraged by the hope and expectation that any 
amelioration in the political institutions of the colony 
would be followed, of right, by similar advantages to 
our brethren inhabiting the sister Provinces of British 
North America. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this commit- 
tee, that the political reforms which this House and 
the good people of this Province have been for a 
great many years endeavouring to obtain, have at 
various epochs been explained by the votes, resolu- 
tions and addresses of this House, and by the peti- 
tions of the people themselves. That the principal 
object of those reforms is : — To render the Executive 
Council of this Province directly responsible to the 
representatives of the people, in conformity with the 
principles and practice of the British Constitution as 
they obtain in the United Kingdom ; to extend the 
principle of election to the Legislative Council, which 
branch of the Provincial Legislature has hitherto pro- 
ved, by reason of its independence of the people, and 
of its imperfect and vicious constitution insufficient 
to perform the functions for which it was originally 
designed ; to place under the constitutional and salu- 
tary control of this House the whole of the revenues 
levied in this Province from whatever source arising ; 
to abolish pluralities, or the cumulation in one person 
of several or incompatible offices ; to procure the re* 
peaJ of certain statutes passed by the Imperial Par* 
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llament, in which the people of this Province are not Chap, 
and cannot be represented, wliich acts are an in- 
fringement of the rights and privileges of the Legisla- 
tore of this colony, and are injurious to the interests 
of the people thereof; to obtain over the internal 
affairs of this Province, and over the management and 
settlement of the wild lands thereof (for the advan- 
tage and benefit of all classes of His Majesty’s sub- 
jects therein without distinction), that wholesome and 
necessary control which springs from the principles 
of the Constitution itself, and of right belongs to the 
Legislature, and more particularly to this House as 
the representatives of the people ; which reforms are 
specially calculated to promote the happiness of His 
Majesty’s subjects in this Province ; to draw more 
close the ties which attach the colony to the British 
empire, and can in no way prejudice or injure the 
interests of any of the sister Provinces* 

“ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, that it has long been the aim of the enemies 
of these colonics, by deliberate and unfounded mis- 
representations to engender dissensions and bad feel- 
ings between the people thereof, in the hope of pre- 
venting all union of purpose among the said people, 
and of thereby preventing the reform of those many 
abuses and evils of which the people have so fre- 
quently complained, and which are connived at or 
upheld for the advantage of a minority hitherto im- 
justly possessing, and still endeavouring to maintain, 
a political ascendancy in this Province, contrary to 
the principles of all good government. 

“ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, that this House has seen with extreme concern, 
a speech delivered at the opening of the present 
session of the Legislature of Upper Canada, by His 
Excellency Sir John Colbome, late Lieutenant Gover- 
nor of that Province, at a moment when his sudden 
recall reflected particularly on the merits of his ad- 
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Chap, ministration, in which it is stated that the affairs of 
this Province had exercised an injurious influence on 
the interests of Upper Canada — had tended appa- 
rently to discourage eniigi’ation and the transfer of 
capital to that comitry, and had acted disadvaiitage- 
ously in respect to the terms on which the large loan 
authorized by the legislature of that province was 
recently negotiated in England ; that such a state- 
ment is calculated to misrepresent the views of this 
House — to prejudice the people of these Provinces 
against each other — to disturb that good understand- 
ing wliich ought to prevail, and which has hitherto 
prevailed between the said people ; and in place 
thereof to sow discord and animosity among the 
several classes of His Majesty’s subjects in these 
Provinces. 

‘‘ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, that strong in the rectitude of their intentions 
and principles, and moved alone by a desire to in- 
troduce order and responsibility into their political 
institutions, in the place of the disorder and abuses 
which now unhappily prevail, this House and the 
people whom it represents, indignantly repudiate all 
design to injure the interests or embarrass the exer- 
tions of the people of Upper Canada, in w hose wx'l- 
fare the people of this Province feel a lively interest, 
and for wdiose patriotic exertions to improve their 
political and social conditions, this House entertains 
a sincere respect, and this House is gratified to per- 
ceive that the representatives of the sister province 
have done this house the justice to acquit it of being 
the cause of any dissensions or embarrassments ex- 
isting in the country ; and this House firmly repeats 
that those dissensions and embarrassments proceed 
from the defective constitution of the Legislative 
Council of these colonies, and from the continued 
unconstitutional exercise by the same persons of 
executive, legislative and judicial fiinctions, from 
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which causes have resulted the abuses of which the Chap, 
people have so long and so justly complained. xxxvi. 

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House be an- 
thonzed to transmit copies ol the foregoing resolutions 
to the Speakers of the several Assemblies of Upper 
Canada, and of the other sister Provinces, and to ex- 
press the desire of this house cordially to co-operate 
with the said Assemblies in all constitutional mcLures 
calculated to promote the mutual interests of these 
colonies.” 

Mr. Speaker Papineau addressed on the occasion 
the following letter to Mr. Speaker Bidwell:— 

“ Sir, — ^In the exposition of the extent and nature 
of the refonns demanded by the people of this Pro- 
vince, and in the resolutions of their representatives, 
which I transmit to you by order of the House of 
Assembly, we hope a proof will be found of the 
earnestness with which we are endeavouring to se- 
cure the establishment and recognition of the politi- 
cal rights of our colonial fellow-subjects as well as of 
our own. 

‘‘ To whatever extent the blessings of a just, cheap, 
and responsible system of government are obtained 
us, to that extent and amount will the people of 
the British North American colonies participate in the 
same blessings. 

They cannot but readily understand how various 
and how grinding are the abuses which distract this 
Province, when they are told that for many long and 
paiirful years the people have directly by petitions, 
or through their representatives, in terms of no com- 
mon emphasis, and by majorities so overwhelming, 
that one might say, without impropriety, unani- 
mously impugned the administration of affairs in 
every department of the public service. They have 
demanded the adoption of measures alone adequate 
^ the cure of the various abuses which have sprung* 
from imperfect institutions, acknowledged by a Com- 
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Chap, mittee of the House of Commons, so far back as 
xx xYi. 1828 to have been viciously administered, feo late 
7 ;^ as the year 1835 it was admitted, both in the Home 
of Commons and in the House of Lords, on the mm- 
isterial as well as on the opposition benches, by men 
the most opposite in their opinions on every question 
of domestic or European policy, with a conceit that 
could arise from no other cause than the clearest 
evidence of the fact, that nothing efficient had yet 
been done in Canada to remedy acknowledged abuses 
—abuses denounced by this House, denounced by 
His Majesty’s government, repeatedly denounced by 
Committees of the House of Commons, which enjoined 
responsible ministers to see that they should cease. 

“ These ministers we impeach as being unwilling 
to effect the good work of peace and conciliation 
when charged so to do. e impeach them for their 
instructions of the 17th July, 1835, devised with a 
view to impose a government upon us \vhich will be 
more irresponsible than it has ever been in time past ; 
more prodigal of our lands and taxes, wliich consti- 
tute the common fund; more oppressive by the 
number of its agents and their excessive emoluments, 
out of all just proportion to the value of the services 
rendered; and more servile on account of its most 
direct dependence on Dowming-street, where they 
never understand — ^wherethey are unwilling to imdei- 
stand, that the state of society all oyer continental 
America requires that tlie forms of its government 
should approximate nearer to that selected, under 
propitious circumstances, and after mature considera- 
tion by the wise statesmen of the neighboring Union, 
than to those into which chance and past ages have 
moulded European societies. , 

We crave your attention to the contradiction 
manifested in these instructions of the colonial Min- 
ister above alluded to. They first acknowledge a 
few protecting axioms of public colonial law, the 



salatitfy opemions of which they practically obstruct Chap, 
and then fritter them down into insignificance l>y xxxvi. 
niceties and hypothetical extreme cases, which the^T^^ 
minister creates to justify the exceptions he chooses 
to make to their application. 

Ihus the Minister of the day admits that parlia- 
mentary legislation on the part of Great Britain, on 
any exclusively internal subject in any British colony 
possessing a representative assembly, is, a general 
rule, unconstitutional; yet by the Canada trade 
acts, tenures acts, smuggled American land company 
acts, this general mle has been repeatedly grossly 
violated. By the first of these acts, temporary taxes 
imposed during the late war, for the duration of that 
war and no longer, as a means of aiding Great Britain 
to preserve a resting place on this continent, have 
been ungratefully and oppressively revived, and made 
permanent by the Imperial Parliament. It is true 
that the government of Upper Canada induced a 
bribed or unwary parliament to petition for the re- 
vival and continuance of those taxes ; but a treacher- 
ous Governor of this Province withheld from this 
Assembly the information of this fact transmitted to 
him to be communicated to the representatives of the 
people of this colony. For years the Assemblies of 
loth the Canadas have been endeavouring to settle 
this important question ; but the useful bills to pro- 
vide tor the appointments of commissioners have until 
now beem rejected by the Legislative Councils of the 
one^ or the other of these Provinces in tuni. 

“ By the other imperial acts, property affected in 
it.s mculonts and conditions of possession and trans- 
mission has been rendered insecure. An odioas 
monopoly, wliich retards tlie settlement of the coun- 
try, has been created ; the administration of justice 
has been impeded by an attempt to introduce a 
second system of laws, in a country where courts 
are constituted, and judges commissioned and sworn 
to administ er a different system of laws. 
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Chap. Of this unconstitutional parliamentary legislation 
on the part of Great Britain, on subjects of an exclu- 
sively internal nature, in a British colony possessing 
a representative assembly, this House has repeatedly, 
but hitherto ineffectually, complained. 

Were we to resign ourselves to a degrading sys- 
tem of servitude, do you hope, do you believe, that 
the ministerial policy which would degrade us, would 
consent to concede to you an ennobling system of 
freedom to that extent you deserve, and which the 
rapid and easy expansion of the moral, intellectual 
and industrial capacities of the robust, and rapidly 
accumulating population in the several Provinces, 
would soon reveal? How vast is their combined 
strength and resources, when no sinister and baneful 
influence is busy sowing dissensions, or exciting by 
misrepresentations, hurtM prejudices amongst those 
who have so many great and common interests. K 
misrule went on unchecked in any of these neigh- 
bouring colonies without exciting our sympathy, 
your ills would soon become our ills, and ours would 
reach you in turn. If, however, you are free from 
improper and unconstitutional parliamentary legisla- 
tion, we rejoice that such is your happier lot. if 
you have to complain of evils similar to ours, or oi 
any other evils, all constitutional means in the power 
of the people of this Province would readily be re- 
sorted to, to aid you in their removal. Such good 
offices it is the duty of every colony to tender and 
to accept in return. 

The present colonial Minister, who is forced to 
acknowledge the correct axiom, that British colonies 
possessing a representative Assembly, are of right 
freed from the legislation of the Imperial Parliament, 
is so attached to the privileges enjoyed by his pre- 
decessors in office, of misgoverning these distant pos- 
sessions, that he hesitates not to lay bare (in Ins 
instructions to Sir Francis Head) in all its naked 
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deformity, the colonial system as it is understood and Chap, 
expounded in Downing Street. The inferences which 
are manifestly to be deduced from these encroaching 
instructions, are, that in the most minute details, 
everything thought of an exclusively internal nature 
ill British colonies having representative assemblies, 
must be carefully kept under the patronage, direction 
and official legislation of the Colonial Office. The 
remonstrances of near a million of people in the 
Canadas, constitutionally expressed by their repre- 
sentatives, disturb too much the set doctrines and 
practices traditionally transmitted from tories to 
wliigs, from Lord North to Lord Glenelg, to expect 
the concession of any remedial measures which the 
sufferers claim. 

‘‘ The people of the Canadas, labouring under the 
accumulating wrongs proceeding from an act of par- 
liament, unite as one man, in demanding that that 
act be amended in such of its provisions as relate to 
their Legislative Councils, wffiich they denounce as 
the cause and mainspring of all the heartburnings, 
distractions and sufferings in these Provinces. The 
colonial Minister, four thousand miles distant from 
the scene of our sufferings, and naturally unable, 
from the multiplicity of his avocations, to become 
acquainted with the extent of our wrongs, arrogantly 
tells the Assemblies that have declared that all reme- 
dial measures short of rendering the seats in the 
Legislative Councils dependant on popular election 
will be futile and unsatisfactory — that ‘ the King is 
‘ most unwilling to admit as open to debate, the 
‘ question, whetlier one of the vital principles of the 
^ Provincial Government shall undergo alteration.’ 

These deceitful agents, the Royal Commissioners, to 
whom these instructions were addressed, told this 
Assembly, on the other hand, that they are not pre- 
cluded from entering on an enquiry on this grave 
subject. Instead of freely communicating those in- 



Chap. 

XXXVL 



1836. 



structions to tlie Legislature of this Province, on its 
being convened, on whose determinations they would 
not but have had great influence, the Iloyal Commis- 
sioners carelully withheld these instructions ] and it 
was not until after nearly four months session, that 
the representatives of this Province by chance learned 
the suppressed truths from the newspapers of the 
day, and thus for months have been unlairly deprived 
of all means of protesting and remonstrating at an 
early season, against the tyrannical tendencies of these 
Downing Street despatches ; against the gross errors 
of fact which they contain ; against the untenable 
assumption that the Councils created by the act 1791, 
have any analogies either with the aristocratical in- 
stitutions of Great Britain and Ireland, or with the 
councils of other British colonies ; and against the 
heinousness of the conduct of this pretended liberal 
minister, who casts off and derides the prophetic 
warnings of Charles James Fox, of the miseries that 
Mr. Pitt’s psuedo-aristocratical councils were to en- 
tail on these colonies ; and were it not that this base 
dissembling had thus lulled us into false security, our 
complaints would, ere now, have been before the 
Imperial Parliament. 

‘‘ The act of 1791 was part and parcel of the now 
repudiated policy of Mr. Pitt, to build up an aristo- 
cracy in this hemisphere, and to strengthen its power. 
The population of these northern colonies has quin- 
tupled since the passing of that act. The soil of 
America repudiates a privileged aristocracy, yet the 
sages who have our destinies entrusted to their care, 
tell us that ^ they will not close the avenue to an 
enquiry respecting wdiich for the present they per- 
ceive no reasonable ground of doubt but they may 
possibly take into their consideration, at some future 
time, the best means to discard the view s of a million 
of people w ho ask for elective councils, who desire to 
see nothing rationally to envy in the institutions of 
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their neighbours, and who liave a right to claim, if Chap 
they see fit, and who would beneficially enjoy, as 
much of political freedom as was the lot of the most 
favored of the British subjects within the limits of 
colonies founded by charters o^ incorporation. 

‘‘ These sages tell us, moreover, that if, contrary to 
their fbrebodingSj they arc driven by our iniportuni- 
ties to propose amendments to the statute of 31st 
Geo. III. chap. 31, it would not be in accordance 
with the views and wishes of the living generations 
oppressed by its enactments, but in accordance with 
the views of its bribed and pensioned and endless ar- 
ray of sinecurist framers. To menaces such as these, 
we can only reply, that we value too highly a repre- 
sentative form of government to sanction any attempt 
to infringe oim constitutional rights, and that such 
violent attacks on those rights could not but excite 
feeUngs ruinous to the interests of the parent state 
on this continent. 

“ For a long number of years the government of 
this Province and its officers have been in continued 
minorities in the House of Assembly. Their blind 
obstinacy to the same oppressive and illiberal policy, 
brought at last the administration into such thorough 
contempt, and so disgusted the mass of the people 
and their Kepresentatives, that these on the 21st 
February, 1834,— Resolved, ‘ That the public func- 
tionaries of the colony arc combined as a faction, 
and induced by interest alone to contend for the 
support of a corrupt government, inimical to the 
rights and opposed to the wishes of the people,’ and 
had recourse further to tlie extreme though consti- 
tutional remedy of withholding the supplies until the 
numerous grievances detailed in the 92 resolutions, 
then adopted, should be redressed, and the remedies 
to prevent their recurrence be granted. 

The then Governor in Cliief, in an angry and 
unparliamentary speech, with which he closed the 
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Chap, session of 1834, endeavoured, but iu vain, to throw 
a censure and create odium on these deliberate 

'^opinions of the House of Assembly of this Province, 
asserting groundlessly that the sentiments of the 
constituency did not respond to the solemn declara- 
tions of their representatives, and that the people 
were attached to the government as it was consti- 
tuted and administered. General elections soon fol- 
lowed, and the result was, that not a single candidate 
connected by office to the Provincial government 
could secure a seat, whilst those who were returned 
have repeatedly declared their adherence to the prin- 
ciples avowed in those resolutions in a proportion of 
eighty out of eighty-eight members, the full number 
of the representatives. 

“ Instead of grappling with evils of such a magm- 
tude and old standing as those against which we 
complain, Lord Glenelghas throvm together raw and 
undigested ideas, as to the means of checking^me 
of the minor abuses. Policy such as this imght be 
considered a disingenuous effort to uphold by mild 
palliations the system which generates these and 
greater abuses. But, on the other hand, open and 
violent attacks arc directed in those menacing in- 
structions against the most necessary and just rules 
by which freeborn British colonists have striven to 
protect themselves against improper interference on 
die part of meddling colonial ministers. With tins 
view importimate solicitations are renewed, to obtain 
appropriations for ten years, under the plea that 
Lower Canada would thus be more connected with 
the other members of the British empire. 

“ We, on the contrary, consider that were we to 
succumb in this assault against the policy that gen- 
erally prevails in the colonies, which was wisely 
adopted to protect colonists against the natural and 
habitual partiality of Downing Street, in favour of its 
nominees, the calamitous concession would separate 
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us from and exhibit us in a most unenviable com- chap, 
parison vrith most of the sister colonies. That the XXXVL 
precedent which we would establish, would expose 
many colonics hitherto in a great measure free from 
the evil working system to be assailed by the same 
demands, sophistries or menaces to which we have 
been unfairly exposed for the last fifteen years, dur- 
ing the protracted controversies and discussions on 
the financial question arising out of the pretensions 
of the colonial ministers. 

“ The attempt to create classes and distinctions 
among public officers (some of whom would be absolu- 
tely micontrolled into whatever excesses they might 
run for their paries, and others submitted to annual 
discussions,) is so shallow and preposterous a scheme 
to consolidate the present vicious system, that it 
scarcely requires refutation. 

“ Lord Glenelg seems not to imderstand that 
however great is the rank, station and importance of 
a colonial minister, and of all other ministers of His 
Majesty, his crown officers and legal advisers, they 
hold their large emoluments of office by a more pre- 
carious tenure than colonial officers subject to the 
annual votes of the assembhes. In order that re- 
sponsibility should attach to the acts of the highest 
officers of state, the British constitution, in principle 
and practice, has wisely entrusted to the representa- 
tive branch of the lemslature the power of the purse 
to use it as they think right and proper. The Com- 
mons have established their right to interfere as well 
m matters of state as legislation, by reserving to 
themselves sufficient lar^e annual appropriations, to 
enforce on the most unwilling government obedience 
to Its recommendations. They moreover have 
secured the responsibility of the highest functionaries 
by the establishment of a proper tribunal to bring 
to the most condign punishment, yea, even to the 
forfeiture of hfe, any of those who in the discharge 







s 



170 

Chap, of their official duties had become the oppressors 
X3CCVI. of the people. 

“ Althouo-h the civil list be granted for the hte of 
the Kino-, aU the officers connected, with the excep- 
tion of a°few of the offieers of the household, attached 
to the royal person, are to use the improper expres- 
sions of "Lord Glenelg, daily beggars, not on the 
Kino-’s good will, but on the Commons, whose wishes 
call 'them to office, or turn them out of office, in some 
cases after a few days, in others after years of ser\ice, 
but in every instance on a lease revocable at will. 
In giving despatches for the direction of a govern- 
ment to^Uppcr Canada, when a permanent appro- 
priation was procured by misrepresentation and sur- 
prise, and when the utmost discontent and indigna- 
tion have existed as well against the government, and 
that Assembly which had surrendered its powers and 
just influence, and thus betrayed the rights of its 
constituents, how can Lord Glenelg pretend that an 
appropriation for a long period would produce con- 
tentment in Lower Canada, where the demand has 
tor fifteen years been invariably resisted? 

“ In many other respects might these instructions 
be commented on to prove a deep laid plot an 
wicked determination among those who penned them, 
not to consent to any rational reforms in the colonies, 
in opposition to the blind prejudices and routine 
business of Doivning Street. But this hurried com- 
mentary in the midst of the fatigues attendant on a 
lengthened session, wdll, I hope, suffice. 

“ Elected and solemnly pledged to procure a re- 
dress of the grievances under w'hich the people o 
this Province suffer, and to carry out the principles 
laid down in the resolutions transmitted herewith, 
the practical operations of which can alone prevent 
a recurrence of these evils, we have been assailed 
and denounced by the enemies of a responsible forni 
of government. Tliose interested in the continuance 
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of the present system of misrule have been actively chap, 
engaged in misrepresenting our views in the hope xxxvl 
of sowing division and animosity among the P^'<^>ple 
of these colonies, and by those means crushing therein 
the cause of reform. 

‘‘ In defence of principles which are dear to the 
mass of the inhabitants of British North America, 
we hesitate not to publish them to the world, satis- 
fied that our views need only to be known to be 
respected. 

“In the position w’hich this Province has long 
taken i n defence of colonial riglits, she lias acted from 
no factious opposition, nor from any local prejudices ; 
all she requires is direct responsibility to her people 
in the several departments of the state, and economy 
in her government. Should she succeed in obtaining 
these, there cannot be a doubt but the people of the 
other British Provinces must obtain the same extent 
of political power and liberty. 

“ In the hope, sir, that the Assembly of which you 
are the organ will co-operate with the representatives 
of this Province in procuring a better colonial system 
of government for all, I beg to assure you of the 
readiness with which the Assembly of Lower Canada 
will use all constitutional means in its power to 
advance the mutual interests of the British North 
American Colonies. 

“ I have the honor to be, 

“ Your obedient and humbU» servant, 

“ L. J. PAPINEAU, Sneaker, 

“ House of Assembly, 

“ Quebec, ASth March, 1836, 

“ To M. S. Bidw^ell, Speaker of the 

“ House of Assembly of Upper Canada.” 

Sir Francis Bond Head, in reply to an address 
presented him on the 28th May, 1836, from people 
of the Home District, praying him to dissolve the 
House of Assembly of that Province, observes : — 
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Chap. Gentlemen, — The addresses I have received, 

XXXVI. rec|uesting me to dissolve the present House of As- 
seinbly, arc so numerous, the signatures arc so re- 
spectable, and the firm, manly language conveyed 
to me from all parts of the Province, is so strongly 
corroborative of a feeling of general disapprobation 
of the hai>h measure that has been resorted to, by 
stopping the supplies, that 1 shall no longer hesitate 
to exercise my prerogative, by dissolving the Assem- 

With respect to a certain letter, which you state 
was ' laid on the table of the House of Assembly a 
‘ few hours before the prorogation of the Legislature, 

‘ purporting to come from the Speaker of the House 
‘ of Assembl y of Lower Canada, and addressed to the 
‘ Speaker of* the House of Assembly here,’ I have 
long refrained from noticing that document, although 
it has repeatedly been indignantly referred to in the 
addresses from this Province, because, as the resolu- 
tion of the House of Assembly of Lower Canada, 
dated 15th February, merely authorised their Speaker 
to ‘ transmit copies of the foregoing resolutions to the 
‘ Speakers of the several Assemblies of Upper Cana- 
‘ da, and of the sister Provinces, and to express the 
^ desire of this House cordially to co-operate with the 
‘ said Assemblies in all constitutional measures calcu- 
‘ lated to promote the mutual interests of these colo- 
‘ nies,’ it was evident to me that as Mr. Speaker 
Papincau’s duty was thus clearly prescribed to him, 
he w'as not authorised to tack to his official commu- 
nication his own private sentiments, nor was he in 
any w’ay justified in proclaiming them in the first 
person plural, as follows : — 

“ ‘ These ministers we impeach.’ Were loe to re- 
‘ sign ourselves to a degrading system ‘ of sersdtude. 

‘ If misrule went on unchecked in any of those neigh- 
‘ bouring colonies without exciting our sympathy, 
‘ your ills would soon become our ills, and ours would 
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^ soon reach you in return.’ ‘ If you liave to complain chap. 
‘ of evils similar to ourSj or of any other evils, all xxxvi 
‘ constitutional means in the power of the people of 
‘ this Province, would readily be resorted to, to aid 
‘ you in their removal. Such •;*ood offices it is the 
^ duty of every colony to render and to accept in 
‘ turn.’ 

“ It must be evident to every liberal-minded man, 
that the House of Assembly of Lower Canada did 
not authorise Mr. Papineau, in their name, to ex- 
press to the House of Assembly of Upper Canada the 
foregoing sentiments, nor to designate His Majesty’s 
government as the ‘ naked deformity of the colonial 
‘system;’ nor to term the Royal Commissioners 
‘ these deceitful agents ;’ nor to declare ‘ that the 
‘state of society all over Continental America re- 
‘ quires that the forms of its government should ap- 
‘ proximate nearer to that selected under propitious 
‘ CIRCUMSTANCES, and after mature consideration hy 
‘ the wise State STncvi lu the neiglibouving TJuiou^ than to 
‘ those into which chance and past ages have moulded 
^ European societies.’ 

“ What is the real character of Mr. Speaker Papi- 
ncau’s language ?— what is its latent meaning? — 
what epithet will the civilized world give to it ? — 
whether the House of Assembly of Lower Canada 
will approve or condemn their Legislative name 
being thus taken in vain, are opinions which were so 
unequivocally expressed in the House of Assembly 
in this Province when the document in question was 
first breathed upon them, that I have no observation 
whatever to make on the subject. But as Mr. 
Speaker Papineau has thought proper to promulgate 
in this Province that ‘ the people of the Canadas, 

‘ laboring under the accumulative wrongs proceedincr 
‘ from an Act of Parliament, unite as a man,^ I fed 
it necessary publicly to repudiate that assertion, by 
declaring what the state of opinion in Upper Canada 
really is. 
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The people of Upper Canada detest democracy ; 
they revere their Constitutional Chai'ter, and are 
consecjuently staunch in allegiance to their King. 

‘‘ They are perfectly aware that there exists in the 
Lower Province one or two iudividuals who inculcate 
the idea, that this Province is about to be disturbed 
by the interference of foreigners, whose power and 
whose numbers will prove invincible. 

“ In the name of every Regiment of Militia in Upper 
Canada, I publicly promulgate — Let them come^ if 
they dareV’* 

Air. Papineau’s letter was treated with great con- 
tempt by the Assembly of Upper Canada, and ex- 
punged from its journal. The following is from a Re- 
port of the Committee to whom it had been referred: 



Geographically situated as Upper Canada is, 



and governed under the same constitution with the 
sister province, whatever change occurs in their form 
of government, or whatever remedies the Imperial 
Parliament may adopt for the cure of the evils now 
prevailing there, must, in some degree, and perhaps 
to an extent not now contemplatecl, affect us like- 
vnse. When a Member of the British House of 
Commons, the salaried Agent of Lower Canada de- 
clared in his place, (as Mr. Roebuck is reported to 
have declared,) that in the neighbourhood of Lower 
Canada ‘ there were 13,000,000 of Republicans, 
‘ who, as soon as the flag of Rebellion should he un- 
‘ furled^ would rally round it, and trample in the 
‘ dust the whole establishment, ’ your Committee 
think it right for your Honorable House prompdy 
to declare, that, in their opinion, the few traitors in 
cither province who would dc.sire to hoist the stan- 
dard of revolt, are so sensible of their own weakness, 
that there is no fear of such an effort being made ; 
and that should they be ra.sh enough to attempt it in 
the expeetation of foreign support, they would look 
in vain for aid from the United States, whose govern- 
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ment has been actuated by feelings of die most chap, 
friendly and pacific character towards the British xxxvl 
E mpire, and whose higli sense of national honor 
would always prevent their lending their aid to a 
traitcrous conspiracy. Whatever course may be 
taken with regard to the affairs of die Lower Pro- 
vince, your Committee cannot let slip the oppor- 
tunity of expressing their anxious hope, that no con- 
sideration will induce a departure from the principles 
contained in the Charter of 1791, and that in any 
remedial measures which may be adopted, the pre- 
servation of our rights as British subjects, and of our 
intimate connexion with the Mother Country, as a 
Colony, will never be lost sight of or endangered by 
weak and temporising coucessions. 

Your Committee, after dia examination of these 
resolutions, have arrived at the conclusion, that to 
pursue the course which has been followed in the 
Lower Province, and to espouse the principles 
avowed and insisted on by the House of Assembly 
there, would be contrary to the wishes as well as the 
interest of Upper Canada ; would shake our system 
of government to its centre, and would rapidly and 
inevitably tend to establish a Republican form of 
Government among us. Impressed witli this con- 
viction, your Committee feel it their duty to submit 
to your Honorable House the propriety of presenting 
an humble address to IBs Meyesty, solemnly disavow- 
ing the sentiments contained in these resolutions, 
and earnestly deprecating any departure from the 
principles oi our Constitution, or the adoption of 
any course of policy calculated to weaken the ties 
which attach this Colony to the British Empire. 

After this review of die resolutions, to which 
your Committe have felt it their duty to devote their 
best attention, there remains little "for them to do, 
but to advert to the letter of Mr. Speaker Papineau. 

By the last resolution, he was authorised to 
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Chap, transmit copies thereof to the several Assemblies of 
30 XVI. Upper Canada, and of the other Sister Provinces, 
[ 183 ^ ‘ and to express the desire of this House cordially to 
^ ^ co-operate with the said Assemblies in all consti- 

^ tutional measures calculated to promote the 
‘ mutual interests of these Colonies. ’ 

“ It is under authority of this latter clause that Mr. 
Papineau has assumed to write this letter, which, in 
ad^tion to a lengthened commentary on the resolu- 
tions, contain some expressions to which your Com- 
mittee beg to draw the attention of your Honorable 
House. In reference to one of the Imperial Statutes, 
imposing certain duties, Mr. Papineau remarks — ‘It 
‘ is true that the Government of Upper Canada 
‘ induced a bribed or unwary Parliament to petition 
‘ for the revival and continuation of those taxes. ’ 
Your Committee find nothing in the resolutions 
giving authority to Mr. Papineau to use language 
insulting to the Government of this Colony, or to a 
former House of Assembly : nor do they believe that 
the House of Assembly of Lower Canada ever 
designed such an unwarrantable or indecent course 
should be followed. For this violation of decorum, 
and of the courtesy due from one Legislature to 
another, Mr. Papineau stands solely responsible ; 
but your Committee think it beneath the dignity of 
your Honorable House to take further notice of so 
base and unfounded a calumny. The tenor of the 
whole letter is, in the opinion of your Committee, of 
a purely rebellious character ; and the sentiments 
of the writer ^^ull find nothing but execration from 
the inhabitants of the Province. It carries its antidote 
in itself, and is so utterly revolting to a loyal and 
well disposed mind, that w'hile deserving every 
punishment, it requires no confutation, and would 
have been passed over by your Committee, in silent 
contempt, without even this brief notice, if it were 
not to be found on the Journals of your Honorable 




House. The late period of the last Session when it 
was laid on the table of the House — two months after 
the resolutions were adopted, and rather more than 
one month after the date of the letter — prevented the 
Ilouse of Asseinbly from taking die suliject into con- 
sideration. This delay is unaccounted I’or, and is to 
be regretted ; for your Committee is satisfied that had 
there been time for consideration, the Journals of 
the Assembly would not have been disgraced by the 
letter of Mr. Speaker I’apineau. 

“ All which is resjiectfully submitted. 

“ Hknry Sherwood, Chairman. 

“ Committee Rooms, House of Assembly, 

“ February 22, 1837. ” 

The Assembly, resolving itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the public accounts, and state of the 
Province, came to the following, among other, reso- 
lutions : — 

“ That it is the opinion of this Committee, That 
this House having resolved to address His Majesty 
and the Parliament of the United Kingdom for the 
purpose of representing to them the stato-of the Pro- 
vince, and more particularly the opinions of the re- 
presentatives of the people on divers views and de- 
terminations of His Majesty’s ministers which have 
lately become known to us, and to solicit the accom- 
plishment of the reforms which have been asked for 
by this House and the people, and the removal of 
grievances and abuses, has determined to grant to 
His Majesty the supplies requisite for the interval 
between the 15th January last, and the 16th July 
next, regard being had to the circumstances attend- 
ing each item asked for, and to the resources of the 
country. 

“ That it is the opinion of this Committee, tliat to' 
ensure the effect of the votes of this House founded 
on the preceding resolution, this House will, under 
existing drcums.ance-’, abstain from specifvinw in 
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Chap, the Bill the pnrtlcular funds appropriated ; but this 
XXXVI. House decltires in the most solemn manner that this 
— act on its part shall not be appealed to or invoked as 
a precedent in opposition to the resolutions of this 
House of the 16th March, 1838, and 21st February, 
1834, or against the constitutional rights of this 
House, and the liberties of the people of this Pro- 
vince.’^ 

The various items, or salaries for six months in 
accordance with these, being voted, a bill for the 
amount was passed and sent up to the Legislative 
Council, where it was immediately rejected as not 
being in conformity with the call ot the Governor, as 
expressed in his speech at the opening of the session. 
The address voted to llis Majesty, and those also to 
both Houses of Parliament, a sketch whereof only 
can be given here, was long and special, again stating 
the grievances under wdiich the Assembly deemed the 
Province to labour. 

It commenced by stating their firm, though re- 
spectful, conviction of the necessity of the reforms 
they had so often prayed for in the Constitution of 
til is Province, and a redress of the grievances and 
abuses that had prevailed therein. They prayed 
His Majesty to believe in their sincerity, assuring 
him of their desire as the representatives of a people 
who had even in times of difficulty shewn a strong 
attachment to the Empire over which he presided, 
not to forget the sentiments of respect they owed to 
His Majesty’s sacred person, and w hich his royal at- 
tributes required. They thought therefore that they 
would be culpable to sanction by their silence any 
misconception with regard to the nature of the re- 
forms required, or to tne constitutional and practical 
system of Government which they desired to sec 
established in the Province, and which they believed 
to be equally in accordance with the true principles 
of the Constitution, the incontestable riglits of the 
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inhabitants of the Province, their natural and social ctap* 
position, and with their wishes, interests and neces- xxxvi. 
sities>” ' — ' — ’ 

They solemnly repeated that the principal of the 

E olitical reforms which the House and the people 
ad for a great number of years used every eftbrt to 
obtain, was to extend the elective principle to the 
Legislative Council, To render the Executive Coun- 
cil directly responsible to the representatives of the 
people, conformably to the principles and practice 
of the British Constitution, — to place under the 
wholesome and constitutional control of the House 
the whole public revenue from whatever source de- 
rived — to obtain the repeal of certain Acts of tlie 
Imperial Parliament, in which the people of the Pro- 
vince were not represented, with regard to the in- 
ternal affairs of the Province, making its territory and 
best resources the subject of unfair speculation and 
monopoly — to ensure equal rights and impartial 
justice to all classes — to abolish sinecures, and the 
accumulation of incompatible offices — to redress the 
numerous abuses which prevailed in the various de- 
partments of the public service — and to obtain for 
the Provincial Legislature witli regard to the internal 
affairs of the Province, and more especially over the 
management and settlement of the waste land thereof 
for the benefit of all classes of His Majesty’s subjects 
widiout distinction, that essential controul which 
w^ould be the direct consequence of the principles of 
the Constitution.” 

They thanked His Majesty for having recalled 
Lord Aylmer, and for the appointment as his suc- 
cessor, of a distinguished personage who, inde- 
pendently of his qualifications as an individual, of 
which they had no motive for doubting, was from 
his previous habits and position, (meaning as a civi- 
lian probably) more likely to comprehend the wishes 
and the wants” of the country. They applauded 
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Ctap. the principles of order and justice” announced irt 
XXXVI. his speech, and believed that the declarations put 
— ^ forth in it, and the extraordinary attributions (in 
1886. commission) which accompanied the 

usual powers” to the King’s Representative, were 
guarantees that the subjects spoken of to them as 
matters for future deliberation and decision by His 
Majesty and (the Provincial) Parliament would be 
looked at, in the same comprehensive spirit, and 
that the researches and determinations adapted to 
throw light upon those w eighty questions, would not 
be restrained by any formal refusal of the demands 
which were to form the matter of investigation, nor 
by any final determination to maintain at all events 
the pretensions raised from time to time on divers 
subjects of Colonial policy by His Majesty’s respon- 
sible ministers, and which had called forth the re- 
monstrances of that House and of the people ; mat- 
ters which His Majesty had been pleased to assure 
them were to be equally the subject of research and 
deliberation. 

“ We thought, that without bringing forward un- 
just and inapplicable theories of metropolitan domi- 
nation and colonial abasement, without recurring to 
a system proved false by memorable examples, re- 
gard would be had exclusively to the principles of 
the Constitution, the mutual interests of all parties, 
and the peace, welfore, rights, wishes and w^ants of 
these important portions of the British dominions. 

“ It could therefore only be with lively anxiety 
that we were broudit to suppose, from the know- 
ledge which reached us, at first indirectly, and after- 
wards by the official channel, of certain extracts 
from a Despatch dated the 17th July, 1835, addressed 
by your Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, to the administrative authorities of 
Low^er Canada, ^unacquainted as we moreover are 
with the tenor ot the other parts of the same docih 



ment,) and with any subsequent instructions, that in 
point of fact, the researches authorized by your 
Majesty, for the purpose of ascertaining the means 
of doing justice to your Canadian subjects, were on 
several of the most essential points limited by pre- 
conceived opinions and anticipated decisions in the 
manner hereinbefore set forth. We are bound on 
this head to declare, that in the face of obstacles like 
these, if your Majesty’s Government should persist 
in maintaining them, and without your Royal Assent 
to the essential points we expect, no measimes of 
minor importance can have the effect desired ; that 
the delay occasioned by the investigations announced, 
will serve only to embolden the enemies of the peo- 
ple of this Province, and of your Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in their hopes for dissention and violence, and 
that the best intentions, or even acts on the part of 
the head of the Provincial Executive, even in con- 
junction- with the efforts of this House, and of the 
people, might be wrecked in contending against the 
deep rooted system of vice and abuse which has 
robbed your Majesty’s Government of all efficiency 
and respect, and has endangered the liberties and 
safety of the inhabitants of Canada. 

‘‘ At the head of the reforms which we persist in 
considering as essential, is the introduction of the 
principle of popular election into the constitution of 
the Legislative Council. The people of the country, 
without distinction, regard this body, as at present 
constituted, as factitiously opposed to its institutions, 
its state of society, its feelings and its wants, and as 
having been and as being necessarily the strong 
hold of oppression and abuses. They continue in 
hkc manner to believe that any partial reform which 
shall stop short of the introduction of the elective 
principle, will be altogether insufficient, and will, as 
leaving the inherent vice untouched, bring back the 
same evils and the same collisions. We think, that 
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Cbap. With regard to the constantly baneful action of the 
XXXVI. Legislative Council, we have amply explained our- 
selves to your Majesty, and that no other proof that 
the past and present acts of that body, is needed to 
remove all doubt as to the nature and spirit of the 
improvements to be introduced into it. We look, 
in this respect, upon the Act of 1791, giving Legis- 
lators for life to the Canadian Provinces, at tlie mere 
pleasure of the Executive authority, as an unfortu- 
nate experiment, followed by most unhappy conse- 
quences. We also look upon this experiment as 
entirely foreign to the British constitution. We 
regret that in the extracts from the Despatches we 
have mentioned, an attempt is made by begging the 
question to infer an analogy which does not exist, 
for the purpose of aggravating certain specious ob- 
jections against an elective Council. We would re- 
spectfully pray your Majesty to remark, that the 
influence which prevailed in the Councils* of the 
Empire, at the period when the Act of 1791 was 
passed, was calculated to give an undue preponder- 
ance to the aristocratic principle, while in America, 
the independent state and the progress of society, 
repelled any doctrine of this nature, and demanded 
the extension of the contrary principle. We must 
also express our regret, that while your Majesty’s 
representative in this Province has solicited the co- 
operation of the two Houses of the Provincial Legis- 
lature to labor at tlie reform of abuses, and while 
this House is fully disposed to grant that co-opera- 
tion, the constant opposition of the Legislative Coun- 
cil is of a nature to prevent so important an appeal 
from being followed by any result. For ourselves, 
We are conscious that we have ever been, and are 
still guided in our labors by our conviction of what 
was for the greatest advantage of the people, and 
best adapted to cause your Majesty’s Government in 
this Province to be respected, cherished and strength- 
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died ; and firm in our determination to pursue the chapt 
same course, we pray your Majesty to believe that xxrvi. 
we shall not depart from it.’’ — 

They continued, — 

‘‘ llesj)ecting as ive do the expression of the Royal 
pleasure, we yet regret that tlie Ministers of the 
Crown should have declared that your Majesty was 
most unwilling to admit that the question of an 
elective Legislative Council was a subject open to 
debate in this Province. We beg to be permitted 
to represent to your Majesty, that it is not within 
the province of the Colonial Secretary to limit the 
subjects which are to engage the attention of this 
House and the people it represents, within the re- 
quired forms, and with the view of improving the 
laws and condition of the Province. Against this 
infringement of the liberties of the subject, by one 
of your Majesty’s responsible servants, we dare to 
appeal to the supreme authority of the Empire, to 
that of your Majesty, sitting in your high Court of 
Parliament. 

We do not intend to discuss the historical points 
of English colonial government, on which we ven- 
ture to differ with your Majesty’s ministers. Time 
has solved the problem, and we firmly believe that 
those happy countries to which these questions refer, 
would never have attained the degree of prosperity 
which they now enjoy, either under the old colonial 
government, or under a system like that which suc- 
cessive colonial ministers have established and main- 
tained in this colony. 

‘‘ On the subject of the Executive Council, we 
abstain from entering on any details, because we 
hold this question to be closely connected in prac- 
tice with the other more important subjects of colo- 
nial policy. We shall confine ourselves in saying, 
that the full and entire recognition of the rights of 
this House and of the people, by those whom your 
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Majesty may be pleased to call to your Councils, and 
their constitutional resoonsibility based upon the 
practice of the United Kingdom, will be essential 
motives for confidence in your Majesty’s govern- 
ment. 

‘‘We have (they said) also asked, and now again 
ask, for the repeal of certain noxious acts of whicli 
the people of the country have complained.” 

These were “ the Tenures Act,” and that relating to 
the British American Land Company. It is to be 
understood that under the former act a Court of Es- 
cheats had lately been established, which they re- 
marked had in fact merely served as a pretext for 
creating several sinecures paid out of the public 
revenue of the province, which they “ had not recog- 
nised, and would not recognise.” With respect to 
the latter they observed: — One of the effects of this 
act has been to confirm the illegal sale of nearly a 
million of acres of the waste lands of this Province, 
made to the said company, in addition to the unu- 
sual privileges it confers on the said company, with 
regard to the application of the proceeds of the said 
sale, — privileges which belong solely to the ])rovin- 
cial Legislature whose powers have been therein 
usurped. This subject is also closely connected w ith 
the incontestible right of British subjects inhabiting 
this Province, and of those w ho come to settle there- 
in, not to be taxed without their free consent, ex- 

[ )ressed through their representatives. The said sale 
las also rendered impossible the free settlement of 
the most advantageous portion of the accessible lands, 
and properly speaking the only portion of these lands 
which had escaped the action of the system of fraud, 
speculation and monopoly, wdiicli the servants of 
your Majesty’s government in this Province have 
constantly maintained in this department. AVe 
humbly believe, that independently of the high con- 
sideration aforesaid, an essential point of the public 





law of the country has been lost sight of, namely, chap, 
that the waste lands of this Province are not, may it xxxvi, 
please your Majesty, of the same nature as the here- 
ditary and patrimonial property belonging to your ^ 
Majesty’s Crown, anymore than they had that char- 
acter when they were held by His Most Christian 
Majesty. They formed then, and we deem that they 
form at this day, part of the public domain of the 
State, which in the several dependencies of the Em- 
pire, is committed to your Majesty’s paternal care, 
for the benefit of their inhabitants and of other sub- 
jects of your Majesty who may wish to settle therein, 
and is subject to the supreme authority of Parlia- 
ament : and we conceive that in this Province the 
provincial Parliament is fully and exclusively invested 
with this authority, the exercise of which we shall 
never willingly renounce.” 

They added, — “ from the moment when the very 
act which defines the forms of our present constitu- 
tion went into operation (a circumstance which can- 
not but have weight with your Majesty) your Ma- 
jesty’s government has recognized the nature and 
destination of the waste lands of this Province, by * 
the very act of reserving and continuing to this day 
to reserve a seventh part thereof, to belong more 
particularly to the Crown, and to be under its spe- 
cial control. Instead of this seventh, the Executive 
authorities have taken possession of the whole of 
^these lands, of wdiich they have disposed for the per- 
sonal advantage of their members, and of their friends 
and subalterns, for the purpose of planting corrup- 
tion in the representation and among the people, of 
securing an undue irresponsibility in the provincial 
administrations, and of withdrawing them altogether 
from the control and influence of this House. To 
justify their former w^aste, and to retain the same 
means of bad government for the future, the same 
authorities built up into a doctrine, what had there- 
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Chap, tofore been pnly a culpable act ; and these preten- 

XXXVI. sions, rendered powerful by their own effects, have 
unhappily made their way to your Majesty’s throne, 
and to the supreme councils of the United Kingdom. 

Under the ancient government of Canada, the 
settlement of the wild lands, under a system as re- 
gular and easy as possible, and adopted to the cir- 
cumstances of the climate, the laws, manner and 
locality, by the then inhabitants, and by others of 
their fellow-countrymen who came to settle among 
them, was regarded as a point so essential, that a 
great portion of the ancient law of the country 
relates to this subject, and lays down rules which 
ensure the right of the population to obtain lots of 
land for the purpose of cultivating them, and which 
establish the relative rights of the parties interested. 
We conceive that the power of ensuring the eflS- 
ciency of these laws, of modifying them, or enacting 
others in their stead, in case of need, has devolved 
solely upon the Provincial Parliament. 

We regret, that since the change of dominion, 
the exactions of certain seigniors in some cases, and 
the undue favors which liave been conferred on 
others under the Tenures Act, on the one hand, 
and the pretensions of the Executive to dispose of 
those lands without control, on the other, have 
entirely nullified the advantages which were best 
adapted to advance the moral and physical welfare 
of the people, and to give stability to their institu- 
tions and to their political existence, as a happy and 
affectionate portion of Your Majesty’s subjects. We 
arc sure that the people of Canada, of whatever 
origin, have equally had reason to complain of the 
vices and abuses above mentioned. We cannot be- 
lieve that while rights so essential were recognized 
and respected under an absolute monarchical govern- 
ment, the operation of the British constitution, though 
imperfect in its application to this Province, will be 
absolutely msufficient to maintain them. 



187 




“ We therefore pray your Majesty to be pleased chap, 
to recommend to Parliament tlie repeal of the said xxxvi. 
Act pjissed in favor of the Land Company, and also 
that it may please your Majesty to adopt legal means 
for annulling all the undue privileges incompatible 
with the rights of this Province, which it is the object 
ot the said Act to confim, or of which it may have 
been the soinrce. We also humbly pray your 
Majesty to be graciously pleased, with regard to the 
matters relative to the public domain, and the lands 
of this Province, to recognize the rights of its legisla- 
ture, and with the consent of your Majesty as tlie 
first branch thereof, to render available all the 
resources of the country for the support of your 
Government therein, and for the equal benefit of all 
your subjects who inhabit the Province, or may come 



R the same basis. We shall not, however, abandon the 
f consideration of the subject, and we shall attentively 

examine any plan which shall appear to us well 
adapted for the attainment of the desired end. 

^ Wliat we have now said will suffice to show 

^ your Majesty what our views are, with regard to 
in'iliffe politics of the colony as a whole, to the functions 

and powers which we believe to belong to the Pro- 





iujllief to settle in it, and more especially to ensure to all 
,oreiiia without distinction the means of settling on the 

las w^aste lands, under any system and on such condi- 



tions as shall be found most advantageous. 



)f(liiiK “On the subject of the independence of the 

eces,i Judges”, they said : — “ We see with pleasure that 

([fall!: there exists no difference between the views of His 

iooek Majesty’s Government and our own. We regret 
that we were mistaken in our efforts to carry tlicm 
into effect! Since that time the modifications which 
nrffli l\ave rendered the character of the Legislative Coun- 
ioliS ‘^'1 worse, while it was pretended to make it better, 

i«iff have convinced us that it would be of no advantage 

Uj«[ to the due administration of justice, to proceed on 
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Chap, vincial Legislature on all matters relative to the in- 
XXXVI. temal affairs of the colony, and with regard to what 
we conceive to be the best means of ensuring activity, 
efficiency and responsibility in the public service. 
We would suggest to your Majesty, that there are 
on this portion of the American Continent, more 
than a million of your Majesty’s subjects, composing 
the Colonies of Upper and Low^er Canada, who, 
speaking different languages, and having a great 
(bversity of origin, laws, creeds and manners, char- 
acteristics peculiar to them respectively, and which 
they have severally the right to preserve as a separ- 
ate and distinct people, have yet come to the con- 
clusion that the institutions common to the two 
countries ought to be essentially modified, and that 
it has become urgently necessary to reform the 
abuses which have, up to this day, prevailed in the 
administration of the Government, We rejoice that 
we have, in our just claims, the support of our 
brethren of Upper Canada. This support will ren- 
der manifest to your Majesty and to our fellow^ sub- 
jects in all parts of the Empire, that we have been 
sincere in our declarations, that the circumstances 
and wants of the two Canadian Provinces do indeed 
require a responsible and popular government, and 
that w’e have been actuated by no narrow views of 
party or of origin in repeating to your Majesty for 
many years, our prayer that such a Government 
may be granted to us. 

‘‘ With regard to the protection and to the equality 
of the rights which your Majesty’s Canadian subjects 
are entitled to, the remedy of evils and abuses, the 
abolition of sinecures and pluralities, the expected 
formation of an Executive Council on the principles 
w^e have set forth, and to divers other subjects more 
particularly mentioned in the Speech from the 
Throne at the opening of the present Session, we 
refer to the answer to His Excellency the Governor 
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in Chief ; and we ardently wish that the views and chap, 
instructions of your Majesty’s Government, on the xxxvi. 
essential jioints, may be of a nature to facilitate the 
results which your Majesty’s Representative has 
been pleased to promise, and which it will afford us ' 
the most lively satisfaction to see attained. 

They moreover observed that — ‘‘ In the extracts 
from despatches hereinbefore cited, there are certain 
passages which induce us to believe that we have not 
made ourselves understood by your Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, with regard to the nature of the control we 
desire for the Provincial Legislature over the waste 
lands of the public domain of the Province, and 
which might cause some apprehension in the opinion 
of our fellow subjects. We have never claimed to 
exercise over this portion of the affairs of the 
Government, any other authority than the parlia- 
mentary and constitutional authority which w^e are 
entitled to exercise over all the other affairs of the 
country in so far as the peace, welfare and good 
government of the country may be therein con- 
cerned. We have also set forth at length our 
reasons for believing that this authority bdongs to 
us. On this head, as on all others, our wish is that 
the due execution of the laws may remain in the 
hands of the Executive authorities, within the limits 
prescribed by the laws and the constitution, and 
under the necessary responsibility ; but we also 
wish that the right of the Assembly of the Province 
to legislate on these subjects, jointly with the other 
branches of the Legislature, and to exercise in this 
behalf the other powers of the Commons of the 
country, may receive its full application. 

“ It remains (they finally observed) for us to 
address your Majesty on this important and exten- 
sive subject,— the public revenue and expenditure 
of this Province. We humbly thank your Majesty 
for the gracious declaration, that your Majesty is 



disposed to admit tlic control of the Representath es 
of the people over the whole public Reven\ie 
raised in this Province. We regard the fulfilment 
of this promise as of the highest importance. In 
stating explicitly in the preceding portions of the 
Address, the rights which we humbly believe to 
belong to the Legislature of this Province, with 
regard to certain parts of this Revenue, wc wish to 
present the subject in its true point of view, in order 
that no misconception may hereafter retard the 
desired result. In the proposals which it may 
please Your Majesty to make to us for the purpose 
of attaining this result, it is impossible that your 
Majesty should lose sight of the essential principles 
of the Constitution, or to the declaratory Act of 1778, 
to the benefit of which we believe the people of this 
country are peculiarly entitled. We shall receive 
with respect, and examine with the most scrupulous 
attention any communication which Your Majesty 
may be pleased to make to us, tending to the settle- 
ment of the financial questions. We believe, how- 
ever, that any merely temporary arrangement, made 
as a matter of expediency, and not carrying with it 
the recognition of the principles we have supported, 
could not have the desired effect, but would sooner 
or later bring back the very difficulties with which 
we are now contending. We humbly represent to 
Your Majesty, that the people of this Province, tired 
of the continued struggle in which they have been 
so long engaged to obtain the recognition of their 
rights on the part of the Metropolitan and Colonial 
authorities, would regard with painful apprehension 
tlie possibility of the recurrence of the same state of 
things, and of the necessity of making new sacrifices 
for the purpose of laying these complaints before 
Your Majesty and Parliament. We wish for a 
Government which shall assure us freedom and 
security ; the unrestricted effect of Your Majesty’s 



declarations can alone confer it on us ; and it will 
be when we possess it, and can entertain a hope of 
the removal of grievances and abuses we complain 
of, that we can properly seek the means of giving 
effect to \our Majesty’s wishes with regard to an 
appropriation of a {permanent nature. With respect 
to the extension of any appropriation of this nature 
beyond what we have hitherto thought to be reason- 
able, it will be impossible for us to take the subject 
into consideration until after the views of Your 
Majesty’s Government, with regard to the details, 
shall have been made known to us. We must, how- 
ever, declare that having represented to Your 
Majesty our views with regard to the efficiency 
and responsibility which we wish to see established 
in the Provincial Government, we should think we 
failed in our duty to our constituents if we destroyed 
that efficiency and that responsibility, by placing, as 
a general rule, the great pul)lic functionaries of the 
province, beyond the reach of the wholesome action 
of the constitution. We are not actuated by any 
merely pecuniary motive; we believe that the 
largest sums Your Majesty’s Government could ask 
for, would be utterly insignificant in comparison 
with those for which Your Majesty’s servants in this 
province have been defaulters, or the enormous sums 
expended out of the public revenue, without the au- 
thority of the Provincial Legislature, and even in op- 
position to the votes of this House ; or in comparison 
with the waste of the public property, by which four 
millions of acres of land or more, scarcely an eighth 
part of which has yet been settled, have been mono- 
polized or alienated. But we earnestly desire to pre- 
serve the benefit of a just control on the part of the 
Legislature over the several branches of tlic Provin- 
cial Executive, and we can never consent by renoun- 
cing it, to confound all the powers of the state for 
time to come. 



192 



r 



Ctap. Having thus rendered manifest our opinions on 
3QCXYI. the essential points of the extracts from despatches 
which have come to our knowledge, we^ refer on all 
other points, to our humble petition to \ our Majesty 
and your Parliament, of the, 1st of March, 1834, and 
the 21st February, 1835, in which we persevere. 
We beg leave to call Your ^lajesty’s royal attention 
to the essential reforms we have pointed out in the 
former part of this address, and which we believe to 
be indispensably necessary. Declaring ourselves 
unsatisfied with the views and intentions of Your 
Majesty’s ministers, we address ourselves to Your 
Majesty and to your Parliament, in order that our 
just claims may be listened to, and that Your Majes- 
ty’s government in this Province may forthwith be- 
come a constitutional and responsible government, 
and one possessing the confidence of your faithfiil 
subjects. 

‘‘We have firequently regretted that the destinies 
of the inhabittots of this portion of the British Empire 
should depend almost solely on a Colonial Minister 
acting on the other side of the ocean, and for the 
most part on incorrect data and an imperfect know- 
ledge of facts. 

“We expect full justice from the august tribunal 
to which we appeal, and we trust that the Provincial 
Parliament win be so called together, for its next 
session as to enable us to continue as early as possi- 
ble our labours for the welfare of the country, and, 
reassured by the measures we expect, to consider the 
means of finally arranging the difficuties which sub- 
sist in thePovemment of this Province, and of giving 
strength, stability and public confidence to Your 
Majesty’s government therein. 

“Wherefore we respectfully entreat Your Majesty 
to listen favorably to our humble prayers, and as 
well by the exercise of the august powers which be- 
long more especially to Yoiu* Majesty as jointly with 
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the Parliament of tlie United Kingdom, to render chan. 
full justice to your faithful subjects, and to deliver 
them from the system of oppression and bad govern- ' — 
ment which the Colonial ^Ministers have long made to 
press heavily upon them. And by inclimition led, 
ns well by duty bound, we shall ever pray for 
Your Majesty’s sacred person.” 

It was then resolved, (26th Fcby., 1836) “ That 
me Speaker should transmit to John Arthur lioebuck, 
Esquire, agent of the province in England, the peti- 
tions of this House to the two Houses of Parliament 
of the United Kingdom, adopted this day, and that 
the said agent be requested to adopt measures for 
requesting them to be presented and for suiiportino’ 
the same.” The petition to His Majesty was for- 
warded through the Governor. 

These being expedited the Assembly proceeded to 
other matters. The North American land Company 
being peculiarly obnoxious, an Address to His Excel- 
lency was voted. 

‘‘ ^solved. That an humble Athlress be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, prayine 
that until His Majesty’s Government shall have done 
justice to this House and the people of this Province 
by procuring the repeal of the Act in fivvor of the 
North American Land Company, and the revocation 
ot all contracts and other deeds or instruments 
tending to grant to the said Company the property 
oreryoyment of any portion of the waste lands of 
this Province, he will be pleased to suspend the is- 
suing of any Patents or other instruments tending 
to convey to the said Company, as above mentioned 
any portion of the said lands, and not to confirm 
any anterior contract, deed or instrument; and 
that he will protect in this behalf, the rights and in- 
terests of His Majesty’s faithful Subjects in this 
x^ovince ; also, praying His Excellency to be pleas- 
ed to inform this House whether any such Patents 
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Chap, or instruments liave been issued in this Province since 
XXXVI. the formation of the said Companv, and if any have 
issued, to be pleased to lay before this House a 
statement of such Patents or instruments, and of the 
situation of the lands therein included. 

To this His Excellency answered : ‘‘ I do not 
conceive it to be within the scope of the powers de- 
legated to me as G overnor in Chief of these Provinces, 
to annul or abridge the riglits {tnd privileges confer- 
red on any of his Majesty’s Subjects by a Charter 
under the Eoyal Sign Manual, of which the pro- 
visions have been confirmed and extended by an 
Act of the Imperial Legislature. 

‘‘ I request you, therefore, to acquaint the House of 
Assembly in answer to this Address, that, during 
the subsistence of the contracts and arrangements 
which, ratified by so high a sanction, have been 
made between His Majesty’s Secretary of State and 
the British American Land Company, I do not feel 
myself authorized to refuse the issuing of Patents 
conveying to the said Company such portions of the 
wild lands of the Crown in this Province as may not 
be more than equivalent to the purchase money ac- 
tually paid by them in accordance with the terms of 
tlieir contract. 

I, however, readily accede to the request of the 
House contained in the latter part of this Address, 
and I will desire to be laid before it, without delay, 
a statement of all such Patents or instruments as 
have issued in this Province in favor of the said 
Company since its formation, and of the situation of 
the Lands therein included.” 

The appointment of ]\Ir. Gale to the Bench at 
Montreal, had as previously mentioned, given great 
offence to the dominant party in the Assembly, jmd 
copies of the correspondence between the Colonial 
Secretary and Provincial Government were called 
for by Address early in the session, and which accord- 



in<rly were immediately laid before t1ic TToiise. They 
were no sooner delivered than referred to ihe ftand- 
ing Committee of Grievances. The Committee re- 
ported, and upon its Report the following resolutions 
were adopted : — 

“ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, That Samuel Gale, Esquire, lately a]>pointed one 
of the Justices of llis Majesty’s Court of King’s 
Rench for the District of Montreal, has been an ac- 
tive and decided partizau of the obnoxious Adminis- 
tration of the Earl of Dalhousie, formerly Governor 
in Chief of this Province, against which the peo{)le 
of this colony, did in the year 1827, successfully 
complain. 

“ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, That the said Samuel Gale did, in the year 1822, 
take an active part in circulating a certain Petition 
tp the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, praying for a Lnion of the Provinces of Upper 
and Lower Canada under one Legislature, which 
Petition contained gross calumnies against this 
House, and against the people of this Province ; 
grossly misrepresented the Civil Law in force in this 
colony ; tended to engender animosities, prejudices 
and distractions between the various classes of His 
iVIajcsty’s subjects therein ; to endanger their rights 
and privileges, and to disturb the institutions and 
customs guaranteed to them by solemn Treaties and 
solemn Acts of Parliament. 

“ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, that the said Samuel Gale, whilst Chairman of 
the Quarter Sessions at Montreal, did use the power 
and influence of his office in ac([uiring and exei*cis- 
ing an improper ascendancy over his fellow Justices 
of the Peace, in intimidating the Magistrates, and 
bringing their opinions to his wall and to that of the 
Executive, by employing threats of punishment and 
exciting fears, equally hurtful to the interests of His 
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Cliap. MHjcsty’s pjovernment and of Ilis subjects in this 
XXXVI. i\\jvince, by de.slroying the confidence of the |^)ublic 
iU tile maj;istracy and in the administration of Jus- 
tice. 

“ llesolved, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that the said Samuel Gale, as ayipears by a 
letter by him addressed to the Earl of Dalhousic, 
tlicn Governor in Chief of this Province, and dated 
Montreal, 17th Anpjnst, 1827, did report to the 
Executive four certain Magistrates who differed in 
opinion with the said Samuel Gale on a legal (jues- 
tion, with a view that the Executive should punish 
such Ma.i:istrates for the exercise of such opinion, 
and that shortly after the names of those four Magis- 
trates were struck out, or omitted in the Commission 
of the Peace thereafter issued ; and that the said 
Samuel Gale is thereby guilty of having destroyed, 
inasmuch as in him lay, all independence of the 
Bench ; and of liaving endangered the security of 
His Majesty’s subjects, and the safety of their liber- 
ties and property. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, tliat the said Samuel Gale, having been deputed 
to England, as the hired Agent of the then obnox- 
ious Administration, to oppose the complaints of the 
people of this Province, and to support the odious 
Administration aforesaid, did, in his evidence before 
a Committee of the House of Commons, calumniate 
and defame this House ; evince the most violent and 
unfounded prejudices against the laws, customs, 
and institutions, in force in this country, misrepre- 
sent the same, and proved himself thereby to be a 
fixed and determined enemy, as well of the said 
^ laws, customs and institutions, as of the majority of 
the peo})!e of this Province. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, that the Right Hon. Thomas Spring Rice, then 
His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the 



Colonies, being moved by principles of justice and 
good government, did as apper«rs by a Dcspatclulated 
Downing Street, 11th November, 1834, refuse to 
sanction the appointment of the said Samuel Gale as 
Judge of the Court of King’s Bench, in consecpiencc 
of the line adopted by the said Samuel Gale, before 
the aforesaid Committ;ce of the House of Commons, 
in the year 1828, and of the connection with the 
measures of those times. 

“ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, that it is imprudent and unsafe, and dangerous 
to the liberties, privileges, rights and properties of 
the people of this Province, to intrust the Adminis- 
tration of the said laws, customs and institutions to 
the said Samuel Gale, in whom the people of this 
Province, in consequence of his various acts, declar- 
ations and proceedings aforesaid, have not, and can- 
not have any confidence as a Judge. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, that an humble Adxlress be jiresented to His Ex- 
_ ccllency, the Governor in Chief, with copies of tlie . 
Report and accompanying documents, together with 
copies of the Report of the Special Committee of the 
House of Assembly on tlie qualification of Justices 
of the Peace, made in the second Session, of the 
thirteenth Provincial Parliament, and tlie evidence 
and documents annexed thereto ; also of the third 
Report of the Special Committee of this House, to 
whom were referred Petitions on Grievanees in the 
same session, and the evidence, given by the said 
Samuel Gale, before a Committee of the "Honorable 
the House of Commons, in the year 1828 ; praying 
His Excellency to take immediate steps, (o have the 
said Samuel Gale, removed from the office of Judge 
of His Majesty’s Court of King’s Bcncli in this Pro- 
vince.” 

To this His Excellency answered, ‘‘ I find by the 
Report delivered to me with this Address, that Mr. 
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Justice Gale, is accused ofhavinp; been a partizan of 
the Admiuislration of the Earl of Dalhoiisie, aLrainst 
wliich tlie people comjdained in the year 1827 ; — 
of having in the year 1822, taken an active part in 
circulating a Petition to the Imperial Parliament. 
])raying for the Legislative Union of the Provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada, which Petition is stated to 
liave been calumnious, and calculated to disturb the 
institutions and customs of Lower Canada ; — of 
having some years ago, while Chairman of the Quar- 
ter Sessions at Montreal, made an imj^roper and op- 
pressive use of his office, tending to destroy the in- 
dependence of the Magistracy; — and finally of hav- 
ing, in 1828, given evidence before a committee of 
the House of Commons defamatory of the Assembly, 
and hostile to the laws, customs and institutions m 
force in this Province. 

‘‘ All these allegations refer to a date antecedent 
to J\lr. Gale’s being raised to a scat on the Bench, 
but I find no statement reflecting on his conduct sub- 
sequent to that appointment, nor, therefore, any 
ground which would justify me, in entering into the 
(jucstion whether, as prayed by the House, immedi- 
ate measures should be taken for his removal : he has 
been confirmed in his appointment, by the Royal 
Prerogative, and failing any misbehaviour as a Judge, 
it would be inconsistent with the security which 
should always attach to the tenure of that office, 
while rightfully administered, that I should consider, 
whether he ought to be dismissed for acts commit- 
ted before His Majesty approved of his elevation to 
the Bench.” 

This, however, did not satisfy the Assembly, who 
now determined upon an Address to His Majesty, 
couched in the following terms : — 

“ We, lour Majesty’s faithful Subjects, the Com- 
mons of Lower Canada, in Provincial Parliament as- 
sembled, most respectfully approach Yoiu’ Majesty, 
and represent : — 
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'' That after a due examination (as will appear by chap. ^ j j 
a Report of the Standing Committee of Grievances xxxvr. ‘ | 
lierennto appended, and concurred in by Your Pc-'^g^ 
titioners,) into tlie character and conduct of Samuel 
Gale, Esquire, lately appointed to the high office of 
Judge of the Court of King’s Bench for the District 
of Montreal, the Commons of this Province decided 
that the said Samuel Gale is a declared enemy of 
the laws which he is sworn to administer ; that he 
has been guilty of divers misdemeanors ; that he has 
been engaged in a long scries of acts of hostility 
against the good people of this Province, their lan- 
guage, customs and institutions ; and that by his 
public misconduct he has deprived himself of the 
confidence, as well of Your Majesty’s subjects in 
this colony as of their Representatives ; and who in 
consequence, presented in the course of the present 
session of the Provincial Parliament, an humble Ad- 
dress to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, pray- 
ing Ills Excellency to take immediate steps to have 
the said Samuel Gale removed from the saidoffic.) of 
J udge. 

‘‘ That your Petitioners have to complain that His 
Excellency the Governor in Chief has refused to com- 
ply with their just demands, and considered that 
there was no ground which would justify Ills Excel- 
lency in entering into the question, whether, as 
prayed for by this House, immediate measures should 
be taken for the removal of the said Samuel Gale 
from the Bench, and that it would be inconsistent 
with the security which should always attach to the 
tenor of that office, to consider whether the said 
Samuel Gale ought to be dismissed for acts commit- 
tal before Ilis Maiesty approved of his elevation to 
the Bench. 

“ That His Excellency the Governor in Chief does 
not appear by his answer to the said Address, to have 
correctly understood the paramount reasons, and 
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Chap, grounds, which induced Your Petitioners to demand 

XXXVI. the removal from office of the said Samuel Gale. 

“^^^That Your Petitioners never pretended to demand 
such removal for acts reflecting on the conduct of the 
said Samuel Gale subsequent to his appointment to 
the Bench, but for acts committed and opinions ex- 
pressed before his elevation to the Bench, which 
utterly disqualified him from being intrusted with 
the administration of the laws in this Province, and 
deprived him of that public confidence which is so 
necessaiy to every person invested with so exalted 
and important an office. 

That the disqualification under which the said 
Samuel Gale labored, in consequence of acts commit- 
ted by him, before his appointment to the B:*nch, 
was solemnly recognized by one of Your I\Iajesty’s 
principal Secretaries of State for the Colonies, in a 
despatch, dated 11th November, 1834, who refused 
to confirm the said appointment ; and that the subse- 
quent confirmation thereof by the Ri^ht Honorable 
the Earl of Aberdeen, upon which His Excellency 
the Governor in Chief, in his answer aforesaid, 
grounds his refusal, does not and can not, in any way 
remove the disqualification wdiich previously existed, 
and which justly opposed the elevation of the said 
Samuel Gale to the Bench. 

Tliat, moreover, the confirmation invoked by His 
Excellency the Governor in Chief, cannot be of any 
weight in the present case, inasmuch as it appears 
by a despatch, addressed by Lieutenant General Lord 
Aylmer to the Secretary of State for the Colonial 
department, and dated Castle St. Lewis, 23rd Jan., 
1835, that the Earl of Aberdeen was led into error 
by false and unfounded misrepresentations contained 
in the said despatch, in which, among other things, 
it is erroneously stated that ‘ those wlio in the first 
instance w ere averse to his (the said Samuel Gale’s) 
appointment, have ceased to complain of it,’ that the 
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appointment ‘ is very generally approved of,’ and that ciiap 
‘the reinoval’ of the said Sainnel Gale from the xxxvi 
Bench ‘ would have a very bad cftect in this Pro- '“'TT 
vince,’ assertions which are contradicted by, and at 
total variance with, the representations of the people 
of this Province, and of their liepresentatives in Par- 
liament assembled, and moreover specially contra- 
dicted by the fact that the latter have always declined 
to vote the salary of the said Samuel Gale as a Judge. 

“That Ilis Excellency the Governor in Chief, in 
enumerating the various grounds of discjualification 
set forth gainst the fitness of the said Samuel Gale, 
for the high office to which he has been improperly 
appointed, has omitted to notice two charges which, 
although passed over in silence by Ilis Excellency, 
arc particularly disreputable to the said Samuel Gale ; 
and Your Petitioners hope that Ilis Excellency decs 
not thereby intend to convey the impression that the 
said charges are frivolous or unfounded, or by such 
omission to sanction, in a high Magisterial Func- 
tionary, acts tending to bring disrespect on the laws, 
and to corrupt the source of justice. 

“ That Your Petitioners solemnly protest against 
the inferences which might be deduced from the 
principles laid down in His Excellency’s answer 
aforesaid, that the character and conduct of a man, 
however bad and censurable they may be antecedent 
to his appointment to office, are not sufficient grounds, 
when made known to competent authority, to justify 
that authority in removing the persons so disqualified 
by previous bad conduct, from any office to which 
he may have been improperly and injudiciously ap- 
pointed ; inasmuch as such princijJes, when practi- 
cally carried out, cannot fail to produce consequences 
peculmrly fiital to the purity and independence of 
the Bench, as they tend to convert the Ermine of 
Justice into a cloal^ to cover the misconduct of public 
men, and to protect them from the just consequences 
of their evil acts. 1 2 
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Chap. That Your Petitioners regret that, if His Excel- 
XXXVI. Icncy the Governor in Cliief did not feel disposed, or 
authorized, to do full and immediate justice to the 
people and to this House, by the removal from office 
of the said Samuel Gale, he did not think proper to 
send the said Address and Reports, Resolutions, docu- 
ments and evidence accompanying the same, to 
England, and recommend the whole to the favorable 
consideration of Your Majesty ; but, on the contrary, 
deemed it expedient to put his direct veto on the 
demands of Your I^etitioners respectfully conveyed 
to His Excellency in the Address aforesaid. 

‘‘ AVherefbre Your Petitioners, the Representatives 
of Your Majesty’s subjects in Lower Canada, pray 
Your Majesty to take the facts set forth and referred 
to in the said fifth Report of the Standing Committee 
of Grievances into Your favorable consideration, so 
that the complaints therein contained may be reme- 
died and justice be done to Your Majesty’s suffering 
subjects in this Province, by the removal of the said 
Samuel Gale from the office of »Judgc of Your Jla- 
jesty’s Court of King’s Bench, to which he has been 
unworthily and improperly appointed.” 

An Address was then voted, “ informing His Ex- 
cellency that this House hath voted an humble Address 
to His Majesty, praying the removal of Samuel Gale, 
Esquire, from his office of Judge of the Court ol King’s 
Bench, in this Province, and that His Excellency 
would be pleased to transmit the said Address to His 
Majesty’s government in England, to be laid at the 
foot of the Throne, together with copies of the fifth 
Report of the Standing Committee of Grievances, 
concurred in by this House, and the resolutions, 
evidence and documents accompanying the same, in 
order tliat the comjdaint therein contained be reme- 
died, and that justice be done in the premises to Hb 
Majesty’s suffering subjects in this Province.” 

With this Address the Speaker, attended by the 
House, waited upon the Governor, who answered: — 
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“ In compliance with your wishes I will not fail to cHiap 



Jsitii) transmit, for the purpose of being laid at tlie foot of xxxvi. 
i 16®4 Throne, your Address to our Most Gracious Sove- 

ipnijc together with the other documents relating to ^ 

the case of Mr. Justice Gale. 

Ikjjj “I shall avail myself of the same opportunity to 

ihefai! forward such explanations and comments as seem to 

itenB called for by those parts of the Addi-ess which 

relate to my official conduct in this matter.” 

Notliing afterwards transpired on the matter to 
^ disturb Mr. Gale, who, as already mentioned, was 

maintained in his office, and gave, there is reason to 



*ai petition against Mr. Justice Fletcher, of the 

Lki I^istrict of St. Francis, was again laid before the 
Assembly this session, by Mr. Silas Horton Dickerson, 
f !r renewing the complaints he had made in 1829 against 

Tr i gentleman, and praying the House would resume 

*5 llic consideration of the grievances set forth in the 

5 «i*' former petition. This also was referred to the Stand- 

ing Committee of Grievances, who reported lin- 
ing favorably of the Judge. Resolutions in conformity 
wa to the Report were adopted, and an Address to the 
tfflT- Governor was accordingly presented. It stated 
iffltdk « Thatsince the ap}K)intment of Mr. Justice Fletcher 

is Ewe to the Bench of the District of Saint Francis, he has 
abused the power confided to him, to the injury of 
(bill Ilis Majesty’s subjects, and in manifest violation of 
loflbt Ills duty to the King. 

'ftit® _ “That he has unjustly and arbitrarily fined and 
red® imprisoned divers of the King’s subjects for various 
itfSJ pretended contempts of his Court, and during a series 
!d les of years, on various pretexts, has vexed and harrassed 




believe, very general satisfaction to all clas.scs by his 
upright pertorinance of the important duties attached 




them. 



t P® since, to make root 
retiring pension of £600 a year, 

[fcW' 



f He has since, to make room for another, been placed upon a 



CLap. That he has repeatedly sat in judgment in cases 
XXXVI. originating with liimself, and in which he took a 
personal interest, and pronounced illegal and iniqui- 
tous decisions therein. 

“ That he has repeated and aggravated the punish- 
ment when the parties, on whom his displeasure had 
iallen, applied to a Superior Court for redress; and 
that he also extended the punishment to the Attornies 
of the pai'ties whom he so fined and imprisoned. 

That he had so vexatiously, oppressively and 
monstrously demeaned himself, as to bring the King’s 
name and government into contempt, and to excite 
disaffection and disloyalty among the parties sub- 
jected to his influence. 

“ That these fiicts are proved by matter of record, 
explained indeed by parole testimony, but of itself 
so conclusive, that we cannot doubt that Your Excel- 
lency, readily admitting their force and sufficiency, 
will conclude that Mr. Justice Fletcher is guilty to 
the extent set forth herein, as well as in the Report 
of the several Committees which have, from time to 
time, been engaged in the investigation of the conduct 
of Mr. Justice Fletcher. With this view, we lay 
before Y our Excellency the said Report and the evi- 
dence on which the same is founded ; and we respect- 
fully submit that if such conduct receive the counte- 
nance of Ilis Majesty’s government; if it were not 
punished in an exemplary manner, the ties which 
bind that portion of the King’s subjects to Ilis Ma- 
jesty’s person and government, must be injuriously 
weakened, aud the most fatal consequences must 
ensue. 

“ Wherefore, we humbly pray that Y^our Excellency 
will be pleased forthwith to dismiss Mr. Justice 
Fletcher from office.” 

To the messengers presenting the Address, he 
answered : — ‘‘ The charges against the conduct of 
Mr. Justice Fletcher, as a Judge, which are brought 



under my notice by this Address, merit, and sliall not 
fail to receive from me, tlie most attentive considera- . 
tion ; but as it docs not appear that Mr. Fletcher has 
yet had an opportunity of meeting the evidence ad- 
duced against him, or of making his defence, 1 cannot 
come to any decision in this matter, until after I 
shall have heard what Mr. Fletcher may have to sny 
in his vindication, and the v/holeciise shall have thus 
been brought under my judgment.^’ 

Nothing further was heard of the matter, and Mr. 
Justice Fletcher retained his office. 

A petition complaining of Mr. Justice Thompsom 
the provincial J udge for tlic District of Gaspe, and ac- 
cusing him of divers high crimes and misdemeanors, 
was presented early in the session by Mr. Jos. Francois 
Deblois, in his own name, as Attorney and Practi- 
tioner in the J udges Court, recently returned for 
the first time to serve in the Assembly as Represent- 
ative for Bonaventure. The petition being referred 
to the Standing Committee of Grievances, evidence 
was taken, upon it including that of Mr. Deblois him- 
self, and a Report unfavorable to Mr.Thompson was in 
due time brought in, pursuant to whicli the House 
came to the following resolutions, it being at the 
same time resolved that the inquiry should be re- 
sumed the next session. 

‘‘That it is the opinion of this Committee, That 
John Gawler Thompson, Esejuire, Judge of the Pro- 
vincial Court of the Inferior District of Gaspe-, has 
been guilty of a contempt of the laws of the coun- 
try, by evincing repugnance, negligence and unpar- 
donable indifference to the performance of his Judi- 
cial duty ; and that he has by his general conduct 
opposed numerous obstacles to the dcspatcli of busi- 
ness and to the due administration of Justice, to the 
great detriment of His Jlajesty’s subjects in the said 
Inferior District of Gaspe. 

“ That it is the opinion of this Committee, That 
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Chap, the said Jolm Gawlcr Tliompson, has been guilty of 
XXXVI. a slmmefiil neglect of duty and of malversation in the 
exercise of his said Judicial functions, having among 
other things arrested and impeded the due course of 
the law, by illegally delaying and refusing his minis- 
try to several of Ills Majesty’s subjects in the said 
Inferior District of Gaspe. 

“ That it is the o[)inion of this Committee, That 
the said John Gawlcr Thompson has, in his Judicial 
capacity, violated the enactments of the Statutes of 
the Province of Lower Canada, relating to the juris- 
diction and constitution of Ills Majesty’s Provincial 
Court of the Inferior District of Gaspe, and the rights 
and ])rivileges inherent in all His Majesty’s subjects, 
and solemnly guaranteed to them by the bill of rights ; 
because the said Judge, in consequence of his in- 
temperance, has rendered himself incompetent to 
hold several of the Terms of the said Ih’ovincial 
Court ; and, because, owing to the same cause, the 
said Judge has only imperfectly held divers other 
Terms of His Majesty’s said Provincial Court of the 
said Inferior District. 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That 
the said John Gawlcr Thompson has, in consequence 
of his intemperance on the Bench, and while the 
Court was sitting, been guilty of conduct which ren- 
ders him unworthy of His Majesty’s confidence : 
and that he cannot hold the office of Judge in this 
Province in a manner compatible with the honor of 
His Majesty’s Government, and the interests of the 
people of this country. 

“ That it is the opinion of this Committee, That an 
humble Address be presented to Ilis Excellency the 
Governor in Chief, praying him to use the powers 
vested in him by his Commission, for the purpose of 
provisionally suspending the said Honorable John 
Gawler Thompson, Judge of His Majesty’s Provin- 
cial Court of the Inferior District of Gaspe, from the 
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exercise of his judicial functions during the continu- chap, 
ance of tlie cn([uiry on the petition of Joseph Fran- xxxvi. 
^ois Deblols, Esejuire, and until the final removal 
the said Judge may be solemnly awarded by the pro- 
per authorities. 

These being communicated to the Governor by an 
Address, “ I shall not fail” — said Ills Excellency in 
answer — to give tlie most attentive consideration to 
the charges l)roiight under my notice by tliis Address, 
against the conduct of Mr. Thompson, as Judge of 
the District of Gaspe ; but I cannot come to any dc- 
cLsion upon the case until I shall have received" from 
Mr. Thompson such defence as he may have to offer 
to the accusations preferred iigainst by him by the 
Assembly.”* 



* There being no tribunal in tlie Province, for the trial of im- 
peachments by the Assembly, this functionary, in the public dif- 
hculties tliat ensued, escaped further perquisition, but was never, 
in so far as 1 have been able to ascertain, formally absolved from 
the charges preferred against him. The Executive could not, 
with propriety, dismiss nor suspend him from his office on the 
exparfe evidence received by the Assembly, and on which it had 
impejiched him. He had procured in vindication of himself divers 
certificates, some on oath it is said, of his good conduct, character 
and srtanding, in the District subject to his jurisdiction, as well as 
an Address prepared by, or at the suggestion of his friends, or de- 
pendents, expressive of the public approbation and confidence in 
liim, wliich were publicly hawked about the District for signature 
by a bailiff of his Court, and to such as refused to sign ??ialheur, when 
tliey afterwards recurred to his Court It is nevertheless, a fa<;t 
w-ithin my own knowledge, and since that time amply verified by 
an inquiry instituted by the Executive government, that his ad- 
ministration of the Laws had produced much dissatisfaction, and 
was exceedingly unpopular, and indeed odious to the inhabitants 
universally. Much of this unpopularity, however, it is but proper to 
remark, wiw due to the belief prevalent in the District of Gaspe, 
whether with or without cause I cannot say, that he was unduly] 
influenced in his Judicial decisions by an Attorney, a relation of 
Ids, practising in his Court, whose indiscreet and habitual 
boasting of his influence over the Judge, partly from vanity, and 
partly to procure practice, if it did not actually give rise to the 
notion, essentially countenanced and encouraged it. 

The abuses complained of in the impeachment alluded to, 
having escaped impunity, went on increasing until the Union] 




Chap. petition of Mr. Adolphus M. Hart, a student at 
XXXVI. law, a complaint was also laid before the Assembly 
against Mr. Justice Bowen, one of the Judges of the 
’ Court of King’s Bench at Quebec, accusing him of 
being ‘‘ notoriously a partial, violent and corrupt 



shortly after wliich, Commissioners were appointed, pursuant to an 
Address (which I^felt it my duty to move, as llcpreseiitive for the 
County of Gasp6) from the Legislative Assembly to the Governor, 
in the lirst Session (1841 ) :md who, in the summer of 1842, proceeded 
to the District of Gaspe to enquire as to the nature of the alleged 
abuses and to Report upon the subject Tlie gentlemen selected for 
the purpose, the Hon. A. W. Cochran and P. B. Diunoulin, Esquire, 
lx)th Barristers of respectable standing, were well qualified for the 
mission. 

They reported vciy largely, and, as I can vouch from my own 
personal knowledge, faithfully on the subject matter of enquiry 
committed to them. Their Report stands in the Journal of the 
Legislative Assembly for 1843. “ No "XN'ords that we can use,” 

say those gentlemen with great truth, “ can exaggerate tlic distrust 
and dissatisfaction with it (the Administration of Justice) expressed^ 
to us, with one almost unanimous voice, by all classes of the 
people who have had occasion to seek justice in the Court, from 
the fisherman in his boat to the merchant of extensive dealings, 
and from Gasp4 Basin to the Ristigouche. The force and 
extent of the feeling of distrust and dissatisfaction wdiich we have 
described, would alone, as it appears to us, be a sufficient reason 
for attempting some remedy by a change of system. While 
we, studiously discouraged, and as far as possible repressed accu- 
sations or complaints against the personal conduct, character or 
capacity of individuals connected wdth the administration of 
justice, "we foimd those grounds of want of confidence to be too 
generally prevailing to be kept out of sight, and we have not 
therefore felt ourselves at libei’ty to mutilate or suppress any 
part of the written communications to this purpose which we have 
received, being convinced in annexing them in cxienso to our 
Report, that no other effect w ill be allowed to them by Your 
Excellency than is consistent wrth justice and the public good. ” 
No furtlier investigation took place as to Mr. Tliompson’s personal 
conduct, but the system was soon after broke up. His jurisdiction, 
from £100 wms reduced to £50 and limited to the County of Bona- 
venture, a District Judge being appointed to the Coimty of Gaspe, 
w’ith a like limited jurisdiction, it being also provided by the same 
Act that a Superior Term should once a year be held in the 
District of Gaspe, by a Judge of the Superior Court at Queb^, 
assisted by the tw'o district or lociil Judges. The system is still 
no doubt very imperfect, but will be improved gradually by the 
Legislature as its defects become apparent-R. C. 



J ndgc ; that he had during a series of years been 
guilty of flagrant abuses of his judicial authority ; 
that he has o})presscd divers of the suitors who hlul 
applied to the said Court lor justice ; that he has 
pronounced opposite judgments in cases similarly 
situated, and that these judgments are ascribable to 
his partiality for his relatives and friends, and to his 
personal animosities towards others of the said suitors, 
riiat he had by such gross violation of the law sub- 
jected divers of His Majesty’s subjects to enormous 
and various expenses and injuries ; affected the char-* 
acter of the administration of justice, by rejison 
whereof His Majesty’s subjects repose no c()nfidencc 
in the tribunal in which the said Judge jiresidcs.” 
The petitioner pledged himself “to specify iuid 
prove by cornpetem testimony a great number of 
instances of gross imsconduct on the part of the said 
Judge in his judicial capacity,” and prayed ftir an 
investigation into his public conduct and character. 
The petition was forthwith referred to the Standinc^ 
Committee on Grievances, with “ an instruction to it 
to iurpiirc into the public character and conduct of 
the Hon. Mr. Justice Bowen.” 

Mr. Bovven jietitioncd the House, repelling in strono- 
terms the imputations of his accuser, and requestin<^ 
that he should “ be required forthwith to exhibit 
such specific allegations as may afford to the peti- 
tioner some idea of the charges which the House is 
called upon to investigate, and that thereupon after 
such specification of his charges shall have been pro- 
duced, such reasonable opportunities may be afforded 
to the petitioner, to he present, and with counsel, if 
he see fit, to confront the witnesses to be adduced, 
and put such questions to them as the petitioner may 
be advised, to elicit truth, and for the preservation 
oi thclt honor and character of the petitioner witliout 
\Gnch life is not worth preserving; and that in default 
of the said Hart presenting such specific allegations 
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Chap, within such short period as ihc House may be pleased 
XXXVI. to assign, his said petition and coinnlaint may be re- 
— : — ]ected*^with such expressions of disapprobation as 
conduct so unjustifiable would naturally call for; 
and the petitioner lastly claims of the House all 
such relief as in its justice and wisdom may be 
deemed right and proper.” 

It being moved on Mr. Bowen’s petition That it 
be an instruction to the Standing Committee* on 
Grievances to require the petitioner, Mr. Hart, to 
specify and articulate the various sulijects of com- 
plaint which he may have against the said Judge, 
Edward Bowen, Esquire,” the house resolved itself 
into Committee of the AVholc to deliberate upon the 
subject, and rose without reporting. In other words, 
Mr. Bowen’s request was refused. The Committee 
consequently proceeded on the inquiry, and finally 
made a report unfavorable to Mr. Bowen, but at so 
late a period of the Session that the matter could not 
be brought to a close. It was stated in the Report, 
that ‘‘ the fiicts elicited in the course of the investi- 
gation are so important ; they have so much the im- 
press of truth ; they contain so much grave matter 
which must be laid to the charge of the Honorable 
Judge, that your Committee cannot hesitate to re- 
cord their opinion that there is room for accusation. 
It conse(|iiently was resolved by the House that it 
was ^‘expedient to continue the inquiry into the 
public character and conduct of Mr. Justice Bo\yen, 
during the ensuing session of rarliament.” Ibe 
posture of public affairs when the next session took 
place was such, however, as to prevent proceedings 
in any of the inquiries that had been continued over, 
and Mr. Bowen consequently escaped all further per- 
quisition. 

Messrs. Felton and Gugy, the former Commis- 
sioner of Crown Lands, and the latter Shcrift of the 
District of Montreal, and both members of the Le- 



gislativc Council, were not so fortunate. In conse- 
quence of a Report from the Standing Committee on 
Grievances, who had been instructed to prosecute 
an inquiry (instituted the ])revions session) into the 
public character and conduct of the Hon. W. B. 
Felton, an Address was sent np to His Excellency as 
follows : — 

‘‘ \Vc, His Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects the 
Commons of Lower Canada, in Provincial Parliament 
assembled, humbly approach Your Excellency for 
the pnrpose of representing: That after a full, calm 
and dispassionate investigation of the charges brought 
against the Honorable William Bowman Felton, in 
his public character as agent for the settlement of 
the Townships of Ascot, Eaton, Hatley, Orford and 
Stoke, and after having received and maturely 
weighed the multitndinons and irrefi’agablc evidence 
adduced in support of those charges, the conviption 
has been irresistil)ly forced on us, that the said Honor- 
able illiam Bowman Felton, has grossly, dis- 
lumestly^ and oppressively abused the confidence 
reposed in him by His Majesty’s government, and is 
unfit to hold any office under the Crown. 

Because it is establislied by evidence under the 
hand of the said Honorable William Bowman Felton 
himself, explained and elucidated indeed by other 
and conclusive testimony, but sufficient in itself 
alone to establish all the facts alleged in the said 
(‘barges, that the said William Bowman Felton has 
been guilty of oppression, peculation and extortion, 
by abusing the ])owers entrusted to him in relation 
to the aste lands of the Crown, — that he falsely and 
fraudulently represented himself to be the pro])rietor 
of a great extent of those lands to which he had no 
manner of right,— that he falsely and fraudulently 
denied that such lands could be gratuitously granted 
to divers settlers who applied for and were entitled 
thereto upon the mere performance of the settlino* 
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Chap. and concealed from them that it was his 

xxxvr. boimden duty to make such grants, — that he cor- 
riiptly and oppressively exacted and received from 
the said settlers applying for and entitled to gratui- 
tous grants, large sums of money as the })rice of 
lanvl which he sold as belonging to himself, which 
was in fact the property of the Crown, and of which 
he was by his office bound to procure them gratui- 
tous grants, — and that he knowingly and fraudu- 
lently exacted and received from His Majesty’s 
government a grant of ten thousand acres more than 
it was intended to convey to him, and that he de- 
signed to retain the same, although it would appear 
that he was subsequently compelled to make some 
kind of restitution. 

We further submit for the consideration of Your 
Excellency a copy of the Report of the Special Com- 
mittee by whom the investigation was conducted, 
and of the evidence taken by them ; and we beg 
leave respectfully to solicit Y'oiu' Excellency’s atten- 
tion to the serious nature of the charges against the 
said Honorable William Bowman Felton, and the 
indubitable evidence by which they have been sup- 
ported and proved. 

Wherefore 'sve humbly pray that Y^our Excellency 
will render manifest to the people of this Province 
that honesty and good faith are among the 
essential requisites of fitness for public office under 
Ills Majesty’s government, by forthwith removing 
the said Honorable William Bowman Felton from all 
offices of honor or emolument which he may hold by 
commission during pleasure. 

/To this he answered, — ‘‘I am sensible of the se- 
riousness of the charges which accompany this Ad- 
dress, and of the weight of tlie evidence adduced in 
support of them. But until tlie party accused shall 
have offered his defence, which he has been called 
upon to furnish without delay, the time is not arrived 



when a conclusion can, with propriety, be adopted 
jy the goviTiiment. 

‘‘ Some of the accusations appear to me to contain 
allegations of fraud requiring the decision of a Court 
of Justice, and I shall take the opinion of my respon- 
sible legal advisers on the subject. Upon obtaining 
their Report, and soon as the required explanation 
from the accused shall be received, I will not fail to 
take the best means in my power for obtaining a 
just and speedy termination of the case.” 

Mr. Felton was finally removed from his office on 
the strength of the above. 

Mr. Gugy was accused principally of giving false 
evidence in his examination before the Special Com- 
mittee appointed to inquire concerning the fees and 
emoluments received by the Sheriffs, Prothonotaries 
and criers of the Court of Appeals, and Courts of 
King’s Bench of this Province, in virtue of their re- 
spective offices,” the Assembly declaring that in so 
doing he had been* guilty of a high misdemeanour 
and a breach of the privileges of the House.* The 

* “ That it is the opinion of this Committee, That by such false 
evidence, the said Lewis Gugy intended deliberately and corruptly 
b) conceal from tlie knowledge of this House, the enormous and 
disproportionate amount of the fees and emoluments which he 
receives as Sheriff of the District of Montreal, and, thereby to pre- 
vent this House and His Majesty’s Government from applying an 
eriective remedy to the great abuses and grievances aforesaid, 
under which His Majesty’s faithful subjects are suffering. 

“ That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the Legislature 
of this Province has already exerted itself to improve the physical 
anti moral condition of the accused persons and those under sen- 
tence in the Gaols of this Province, and that until its efforts and 
laliours can be followed by immediate effect, it is expedient to re- 
inedy me abuses which may exist in the keeping and management 
of the Common Gaols in the several districts of this Province. 

“ Tliat it is the opinion of this Committee, Tliat by the' common 
law of the country, as well as by the Act passed in the forty-fifth 
year of George the Third, chapter thirteen, the Common Gaols in 
and for the several districts of this Province, are placed under the 
care of the Sheriffs in their respective districts ; and that by virtue 
ot the said laws it is the especial duty of Lewis Gugy, Esquire, 
Sheiiff of the District of Montreal, to keep and superintend the 
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Chap. Assembly addressed the Governor on the subject, 
XXXVI. who promised to take it into serious consideration, 

1836. Common Gaol of the district of Montreal, and to see that it is 
healthy and secure. 

“ That it is the opinion of thi® Committee, That the Officers to 
Tvhom the keeping, security and healthiness of the said Gaol were 
entnisted, had at their disposal on the 9th December, 1835, tlie 
means of furnisliing to the prisoners therein confined, the usual and 
sufficient allowance of provisions and fuel to maintain and pre- 
serve tlie lives of tlie said prisoners. 

“ Tliat it is the opinion of this Committee, Tliat the death of the 
prisoner, John Collins, which happened in the said Common Gaol 
of the district of Montreal, in the niglit between the 9th and 10th 
of December, 1835, is to be attributed chiefly and in great mea- 
sure, to the culpable negligence of tlie subordinate Officers who 
had the care and keeping of the said Gaol, and whose duty it was 
to watcli over the health of tliosc wdiom it contained, and that the 
Sheriff of the district of Montreal was bound to superintend the 
said Officers, and is responsible foV their conduct, and has been 
guilty of violating his duty in not superintending them with suffi- 
cient care, and in neglecting to see that the said Gaol w'as kept in 
jiroper order, and the health of the prisoners properly attended to 

“ That it is the opinion of this Committee, That by his mowers 
before the Special Committee directed to enquire into the circum- 
stances which preceded and accoinpaniecl tlie death of the said 
John Collins, and tlie state of the said Gaol, the said Lewis Gngy 
has shewn himself ignorant of the state, keeping and management 
of the Gaol under his charge ; that tlie said Lewis Gugy h^ per- 
mitted the existence of serious abuses and vicious regulations in 
the said Gaol so under his care, and has not taken any means to 
remedy them ; and he has permitted jmd authorized the continu- 
ance ill office, as Turnkeys, ol the two sous of the Gaoler, uotwith* 
standing their bad conduct and immoral character, with which 
circumstances the said Lewis Gugv was acquainted. 

“That it is the opinion of this (Committee, That tlie said Lewis 
Gugy is therefore unworthy to enjoy the confidence of His Majes- 
ty’s Government in this Province, or to hold imy place of honor or 
of profit therein. 

“ That it is the opinion of this Committee, That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to His Excellency the Govenior in Chief, pray- 
ing that he wdll be pleased to exercise the powers wdth w'hich bis 
Commission invests him, by removing the said Lewis Gugy from 
the office of Sheriff of the district of Montreal, and that he •\yillnot 
hereafter appoint him to any jilace of honor or profit in this Pro- 
vince.” 

The Quebec Mercury makes the following ironical remarks, on the 
accusation of Mr. Gugy by tlie Assembly : — 

“ Is a member of the Legislative Council. Summoned the 
Grand Jury which found no Bill against the Military accused for 



and adopt such measures as the case niiglit require, chap. 
Tliis gentleman also was soon after removed from his xx.wi. 
office.* * There were addresses against other officials, 
but of minor rank, including j\Ir. Whitcher, Sheriff 
of the District of St. Francis ; J. M. Mondclet, Coro- 
ner at Montreal ; D. Chishohne, Clerk of the Peace 
at Three Rivers; Edward Holland, the Gaoler at 
Montreal, and Daniel Arnold! , ])hysician of the gaol 
thereof ; some of whom also were dismissed. Some 



the 21st of May affair. A j^eiitleinan by birtli and education ; was 
not y'ell acquainted with his pecuniary concerns ; advanced £2000 
to support the prisoners, etc., ■while the Assembly had made no 
provision ; therefore guilty of the sulferings which are suj)poscd 
to have occasioned the death of the prisoner. Has a very profita- 
ble place, arising from fees, which the Assembly has ayain sanc- 
tioned hi) Bill this tession. It would no doubt suit a patriot. 

* Mr. Gugy was of a patrician family in Switzerland, and 
served when a youth in the famous Swiss (hiards in the employ of 
the King France, the unfortunate Louis XVI, and narrowly es- 
caped the memorable mas.sacre of those guards in defence of the 
King. He immigrated shortly after the French revolution to 
Canada, where he inherited, or rather came by will, to a very 
considerable property including the valuable Seigniory of Yama- 
chiche, and other estates, in the District of Three Rivers, be- 
queathed to him by an uncle, the Hon. Conrad Gugy, who had 
been an officer of the 60th Regiment, and served under Wolfe, du- 
ring the siege ot C^ebec, in 1759, and who shortly after this, left the 
army and settled in Canada, where he finally became a member of 
the L-vecutive and Legislative Councils. His nephew, the gentle- 
man here spoken of, served for many years in the responsible of- 
fhe District ol Three Rivers, and \vas in reward 
of his diligence and punctuality in the duties of this office, pro- 
moted to the more lucrative shrievalty of Montreal. He commanded 
during the late war with the United States, one of the Battalions 
(the third) of the incorporated militia of Lower Canada, actively 
serving on the frontiers, and in that, as in other capacities in 
which, through a long life, he acted, was deemed an efficient and 
zealous, public servant. Age, aggravated by domestic crosses 
had. It seems^, impaired to mental alienation, his faculties, 
and occasioned the errors, at which the Assembly took 
offence, and visited him with their displeasure, which he did not lon«- 
survive. Personally acquainted, for a long period, thirty years at 
least, with the late Colonel Gugy, it is due to his memory, to ex- 
press my conviction, humble though it be, that he would have 
scorned, in the full posses.sion of his intellects, to shield himself at 
the expense ot truth or honor, from any liability however crave 
or I know him not, R P ’ 
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Chap. Oi* these proceedings may very probably have crigi- 
XXXVI. nated in private and vindictive motives from ]>arty or 
other causes, but there can be no doubt whatever 
tliat the prevalence of abuses as well by certain of 
the Judges as others in office, loudly called for inves- 
tigation. 

The Standing Committee of Grievances laboured 
unremittingly, as may be supposed from the number 
(thirteen in all) and extent ot their Reports embrac- 
ing every topic of grievance that could well be ima- 
gined. The fourth of these voluminous pa])ers 
is probably the most interesting. It was made pur- 
suant to an instruction from the House ‘‘ to inejuire 
“ into the proceedings adopted by either House of 
‘‘ the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, relative to the petitions addressed by this 
‘‘ House, and the people of this colony, to His Ma- 
jesty and the said Parliament in the year 1834 on 
the state of the Province. ’ ’ This document, to which 
there was an appendix of voluminous correspondence 
and papers, including the proceedings before tlie 
Committee of the House of Commons in 1834, on 
Canadian affairs, concluded as follows : — 

‘‘ A system of misrepresentation and premeditated 
deception, which your Committee have just exposed, 
uninterruptedly continued for five years, could not 
fail to embroil your Honorable House with Ilis Ma- 
jesty’s ministers ; to shake the confidence of His 
Majesty’s subjects in the justice of His Majesty’s 
Government ; and to plunge this Province in confu- 
sion from one extremity to the other. 

To be relieved from the misgovemment and op- 
pression which proceeded from such a state of 
things, your Honorable House and the people of 

ice more to the Imperial 



hereunto annexed, are the fruit of that appeal. 

From a careful examination of those despatches 




evidence and documents 



and documents, and a faithful comparison thereof chap. 
A\ath the various messages and other communications XXXVI. 
made by the late Governor in Chief to your Honor- — ■ — 
able House in His Majesty’s name, your Committee 
are of opinion : 

“ That Matthew Whitworth, Lord Aylmer, late 
Governor in Chief of this Province, has grossly 
abused the authority and trust reposed in him by 
the King, his master, and been guilty of high crimes 
and misdemeanors. 



“ That he has been in the constant practice of 
mutilating and curtailing various despatches trans- 
mitted to him by the King’s ministers, before com- 
municating the same to your Honorable House, 
thereby wilfully misrepresenting and perverting the 
views of the King’s Govemmnt. 

“That he has flagrantly and repeatedly disobeyed 
the King’s instructions. 

That he has frequently, to the injury of the in- 
terests of the Province, refused to communicate, or 
falsely denied that he had information with which 
your Honorable House, with a view to promote the 
public service, requested to be fumishetl, 

“ That he has wilfully and maliciously deceived 
the Kings Government as to the views, opinions, 
and wishes of your Honorable House, representing 

His Majesty’s subjects in this Province. 

“ That he h^ attempted at sundry times, to des- 
troy the constitutional and inherent privileges of 
the liCgislature of this Province, 

That he has, by wicked and evil counsel, at- 
tempted to mislead, and actually did mislead, the 
servants of the Crown on matters touching the wel- 
fare of this Province, and the rights and liberties of 
the good t)eople thereof, thereby endangering the 

colony as a dependency 
of the British Crown, ^ ^ 

The whole nevertheless humbly submitted.’^ 
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Chap. An Address was voted to His Exeelleney praying 
XXXVI, lie would lie pleased to transmit tlic fdiirtli Report ol 
— ■ — the Standing Committee on Grievanees, to His Ma- 
jesty’s Government in England, with which he com- 
phed. 

Besides the Standing Committee on Grievances, 
there were other Committees, as may have been ga- 
thered by the reader from what has preceded, oc- 
cupied in the research and investigation of public 
abuses. A Special Committee had been appointed 
“ to inquire concerning the officers of the Executive 
Government, their number and functions, and the 
salaries, fees and emoluments received by eacli of 
them ; and whether there is any improper accumu- 
lation of public offices in any one person, other than 
those provided for by the Bill for securing the dig- 
nity and independence of the Councils and judicia^, 
passed in a former session of the Provincial Parlia- 
ment ;* and also whether any reduction can be made 
in, or any regulation established with regard to the 
said salaries, fees and emoluments, or the motle of 
conducting tlie public busmess, by which the public 
good can be advanced.” Upon the first Report of 
this Committee, the following resolutions were passed 
by the House : 

“ That the cumulation of the offices of Execu- 
tive Councillor and Judge of the Court of Appeals, 
of Ltiw Clerk of the Legislative Council, of Auditor 
of Land Patents, and of Commissioner of die Court 
of Escheats, in the same person, is contrary to the 
public good and incompatible with the due and 
efficient performance of the duties of the said offices ; 
diat neither of the offices of Law Clerk of the Legis- 
lative Council, or of Commissioner of the Coiut oi 
Escheats, ought to be held by an Executive Coun- 
cillor ; imd that both of them ought not to be held by 
'one and the same person, f 



• Wluch however had been lost 
t Hon. A. W. Cochran. 
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That the cumulation of the offices of Grand chap 
Voycr of the District of Quebec, and of Provincial xxxvi. 
Aid-de-Camp, in the same person, is contrary to the 
public good, and incompatible with the due and 
efficient performance of the duties of the said offices ; 
and that each of the said offices ought to be held by 
a separate person.* 

That the cumulation of the offices of Assistant 
Civil Secretary, and of Assistant in the Crown Land 
Office, in the same person, is contrary to the public 
good, and incomj)atible with the due and efficient 
performance of the duties of the said offices ; and 
that each of the said offices ought to be held by a 
separate person. f 

“ That the cumulation of the offices of Executive 
Councillor, being a Member of the Court of Appeals, 
of Commissioner of the Jesuit’s Estates, and of Mas- 
ter of the Trinity House at Quebec, in the same per- 
son, is contrary to the public good, and incompatible 
with the due and efficient performance of the duties 
of the said offices ; and that each of the said offices 
ought to be held by a separate person. J 

That the cumulation of the offices of Coroner of 
the District of Three Rivers, and of Clerk of the 
Peace for the same District, in the same person, is 
contrary to the public good, and incompatible with 
the due and efficient performance of the duties of 
the said offices ; and that each of the said offices 
ought to be held by a separate person, g 

“ That the cumulation of the offices of Executive 
Councillor, being a Judge of the Court of Appeals, 
and of Grand Voyer for the District of Three Rivers, 
in the same person, is contrary to the public good, 
and incompatible with the due and efficient perform- 

^ E/ R. Antrobus, Esquire, 
f J. Davidson, Esquire, 

J Hon. John Stewart. 

§ David Chisholm, Esquire. x 



Cliap. ance of tl\e duties of the said offices ; and that each 
XXXVI. offices ought to be held by a separate 

is^'6. person.* 

Tliat an humble Address be presented to Ilis 
Excellency the Governor in Chief, accompanied by 
a copy of the preceding resolutions, and of the Report 
of a Special Committee of the House, on widch they 
arc founded ; humbly praying Ilis Excellency to l;e 
pleased to give effect to the opinions therein ex- 
pressed, and to rcinf)ve a grievance long and ear- 
nestly complained of hy all classes of Ilis ]\Iajesty’s 
subjects in this Province, by causing each of die 
pei’sons in whom the cumulation of offices mentioned 
in the said resolutions and Report exists, to make liis 
election of one of the offices he may so hold, and 
removing him from the rest ; and also by conferring 
the offices there! >y rendered vacant on sepai*atc per- 
sons, so as to ensure the due and efficient perform- 
ance of the duties thereof. 

To the Ad(bess of the Assembly he answered, — 

‘‘ I will not fail to carry hi to execution the direc- 
tions of Ills Majesty, as announced in my Speech at 
the opening of the Session, with reference to persons 
holding ineompatible or inermgruous appointments. 
And I further request you to assure tlie House, that 
in nominating to vacant offices I shall not lose sight 
of their wishes, which are in strict accordance with 
ni}" own views on the subject.” 

Another Coiimiittce had been named “ to in(piire 
into tlie preseui condition of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, ivitli the view to the application of an efficient 
reined}' to the defects in its organisaticni and ma- 
nagement.” Upon a Report of tliis Committee, it 
was resolved, ‘‘ that an humble Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, praying 
Ilis Exeellency to direct tlie proper officer to adopt 
legal measures to oblige Thomas uVllen Stayner, 



* Hoil H. Henejr. 
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Esquire, Deputy Post Msistcr (Jeiicral, to rciuiburse 
a certain sum ot nine tlioiLsand five hundred and 
fihy pounds five shillings and two pence currency, ' 
wliich the said Tlioinas Allen Stayner has received 
since his appointment to his present office, for the 
transmission of Newspapers and other printed Papers 
and Pamplilets by mail ; and which sum the said 
Ihomas iVllcn Stayner, wdthout authority of law’’, ap- 
propriated to his own private use and Ijcncfit.* 

Suflicieut (lata Lave, however, heeu obtained to eoiivince them 
tliao ilie Post Office Department in tlie Oamidas has been a source 
ot reNymic to Great Britain, large sums luiviug Ijeen anmiallv rc- 
mated by tlie Dc^nity Post Muster General to the General Post 
Ufhco, London, hor tlic thirteen years eiuling in 1834 inclusive, 
the onornimis sum of £91,685 8s. 8d., .sterling, has been tranr. 
mitted to Lnglaml by the PostOnicoof thi.s Province; theavera‘«*e 
remittance of the last four years being £lu,041 13s. 4d., sterliu”o- 
per annum. 

Ihe Deputy Post ^la-stcr (Jeneral v/ould protend tliat the larffe 
sums of tlic jiiiblic revenue, wlii«*h lie thus disp()sos of to his oA\ni 
j^ison.al advantlige, area mri'idi wliieli lie receives from 

the printers for certain .sorvieos which lie renders them But 
lorn* ^minittce would resi>e*etfnllv suhinit, that lliis roasoiuir** is 
perfectly lallaoious since it is not tfic Deputy Post >Lister General 
but the l rovinc(i winch dofra*sthe expenses of traii.<porting and 
carrying sa^^l ncwspaiier.s, and of l oeciving and delivering them 
at the <»st Offices. 1 lie monies [>aid to contractors for carrying 
the mails, and tJie salaries and remiinoration of the respective 
1 o-stnuusters, and their Assistants and Clerks, are, witli the e*xeep- 
tmn of a certoin per eontage on the amount of nev/spaper ixistagc 
collected, pmd Imm the gr..ss receipts from letter ii'etWe. 

“ llie Deputy Post Master General contribidcs none of llie ex- 
ponses for the transport of the Mails, nor of the salaries to the 
1 ost Masters or Bieir Assistants. The public revenue is therefore 
taxed for his private advantage; a fact which is established bc- 
yond a doubt by the evidence of the contractor wlio f(*nvards the 
Mails botw'eon Quebec and Montreal, ivlio admits tliat tlic Pro- 
vince IS charged an extra sum of £200 a year, for the transixirt of 
neivspajiers on this route alone. ^ 

“Tlic amount whidi the Oepoty Postmaster Cicueral. ackuow- 
lc<Iges to have veceivcU from tliis source for the last three years 
WHS as follows ; — • ’ 

tsa-i. isas. 18;J4 

no’** . 0 i 1 

Uiulcr all diese eii-cumstauccs Your Oommittee consider that 
the Depu.y Postmas. er fienetti) had no right to apiii-opriate to his 
own private advantage the sums received for the traasniissiou of 
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The obscn^ations below appeared in the Report 
xxcvi. upon which tlie Address was voted. 

' — The idessengers presenting the Address received 
the answer following : — 

“ Gentlemen, — I have taken into my serious consid- 
eration this Address, which prays tliat I would direct 
the adoption of legal measures to oblige Mr. Stayner, 
Deputy Post Master General, to reimburse the sum 
of nine thousand five hundred and fifty pounds five 
shillings and two pence, which, since his appointment 
he has received, and without legal authority appro- 
priated to his own use for transmission of Newspapers 
and other jmntcd Papers and Pamphlets by Mail ; 
and I find from such information as I have been en- 
abled to collect, that the Deputy Post Master General 
receives his Commission not from any local authority, 
but, under an Imperial Act, from the Post Master 
General in the United Kingdom, — that from that 
source all regulations for the management of his 
Department emanate, — and that the net revenue 
derived by means of the Provincial Post Office is 
transmitted to, and forms part of the Revenues of the 
Parent State. I also find that the proprietors of 
News, and other printed Papers, arc not obliged by 
any legal ]>rovision, as in the case of Letters, to use 
the Post Office as a mode of conveyance for the cir- 
culation of their Papers ; but I am advised that un- 
der the Imperial Act which establishes the rates of 

newspapers and other printed pa]>cr8 by mail in tlicse ProYinces, 
and respectfully sugg^cst that legal means be biken to oblige that 
officer to reimburse the said sum of £9550 5s. 2d. currency, wliich 
he has exacted and appropriated to his own use ; the said sum, wlien 
recovered, to be divided in a proper proportion between Upper 
and Lower Canada ; tliat he be obliged for the future to ahst^u 
from such practices ; and to pay into the general fund the net sum 
which shall be received from newspaper pniiters, and for the 
transmission of newspapers per post, alter deducting the Postmas- 
ter’s per eentage, which general fund ought to be expended, after 
the necessary expenses are paid, in extendiug Post Office accommo- 
dation in these Provinces, instead of being remitted to England, aa 
is now the ease,” 



Postage, if News and other printed Papers are sent Chap, 
by Mail, the Post Master might legally demand on xxxvi. 
them the same rate of Postage as on Letters. This, 
however, from liberal views towards the public, lias 
not been the practice ; but the Deputy Post Masters 
General of British North America have, from the 
earliest period, been allowed, as a privilege and per- 
quisite attached to the Office, to make, for their own 
benefit, such arrangements with the different News- 
paper proprietors as they could mutually agree upon 
with respect to the charge for transmitting News- 
papers through the Post Office. 

Under these arrangements the charge, I under- 
Btand, is cpiite trilling compared to what might 
legally be demanded for the benefit of the Imperial 
Revenue ; and as the privilege has recently been ex- 
pressly recognized and sanctioned by Ilis Grace the 
Duke of lliclimond, while Post IMaster General, up- 
on a complaint formally made to him on the subject 
by a proprietor of one of the Provincial Newspapers, 

I feel that I could not with propriety comply with 
the prayer of this Address. I will, however,'**eom- 
municate with Ilis Majesty’s Government, and sug- 
gest the expediency of their taking into early con- 
sideration the existing arrangements on this head.”* 

* TJie view here taken of the subject by the Governor seems by 
no means sound. Altliough the Deputy Post Master General dfcl 
not hold his Commission from any local authority, but imder an 
Imperial Act, and from the Post Master General of the United King- 
dom, still the monies he was receiving imder the Act were levied 
upon the people of Canada. He was in the receipt of a large 
salary, paid out of those monies, for the duties perfonned by liim, 
and although the publishers or proprietors of ^ewspimcrs were 
not obliged by any legal provisions, as in the case of Letters, to 
use the Post Office as a conveyance for the circulation of their 
Papers, this really could be no just reason, while they thought 

proper to do so, as the quickest and cheapest mode they could 
adopt for the circulation of their Papers, for allowing tlie beputy 
Post Master Gonei-al to make this a “pHvilege and a perquisito’* 
appertaining to his office, and to permit him to make, for his own 
benefit, such arrangements with the different Newspaper proprie- 
tors as they could mutually agree upon,” while the public mails, of 
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Chap. This inquiry into the condition of tlic Post Office 
xxxTi. was, as recommended by the Committee, to have been 
resumed at the next session, “ with a view to the 
application of an efficient remedy to the defects in 
its organization and managernent.” 

The defalcation of the late Receiver General, i\Ir. 
Caldwell, had hitherto remained unsettled, that ‘Gen- 
tleman still retaining the possession of extensive 
property belonging to hint, which if disposed of at 
its proper value might, it was supposed, suffice to 
discharge the judgment against him in favour of the 
government. A Committee was appointeil “ to in- 
quire into the present state of the affairs relating to 
the defalcations of the late Receiver General, .John 
Caldwell, with an instruction to consider nliat mea- 
sures ought to be adopted by this House, in order 
to secure the rights of the Province.” The Seigniory 
of Lauzon, belonging to Mr. Caldwell, it is to be 
observed, was at tliis time under publicatiim for sale 
by the Sheriff, at suit of the Crowm in satisfiiction of 
the judgment it held against him. The C^miiniltce 
rejxirted as their ojiinion, “ that a sale <>f the kind 
could not be otherwise than prejudicial to the inter- 
ests of the Prc'vincc, on account of the small number 
of capitalists who could or would invest in the said 
property a sufficient sum of money to pay s'.nylhiiig 

Trliieli these Papers made part, Trerc conveyed at tl\e iniblic ex- 
pense. Wliatever the “ practice” may have l)een “ from the earliest 
period,” tlicre was far less of liberal views towards the public than 
towards the officer receiving a fixed salary (*f £500 sterling, a year, 
and whose ^st, every thing considered, was far more profibible, by 
means of that practice, than that even of the Governor in Oliici. 
The above, it ought, however, to be observed, is not intciuled as 
derogatory in the least to Mr. Stayncr, who, although deemed to 
be for many years an overpaid, is also universally acknowledged 
^ have been a zealous, indefatigable, and ini>st efficient jmUio 
f^ctionar3% imdcr whose able supervision the postal coinniurtica- 
tious during the period of his services, (upwards (*f twenty-five 
years), were remarkably facilitated and increased, so as to keep 
pace with the commercial and other developments in the progress 
and improvement of the country. 



near the amount clue to tlic Province tlic said 
John Oaldwcll, Es(iuirc.” “It is with tlie ^i^rcatest xxxvi. 
rciiTet/’ tlicy oliscrvcd, “ that your (Jomiuittec per-'^TT" 
ccivc tlic iuiiumcraldc dillitaillics wl deli i oust arise in 
a c[ucstioii of dial iiuportaiicc, and wliicli luio-lit be 
removed if the House were disposed to listen favor- 
abl}’^ to certain proposals made to the Committee on 
die part of Mr. Oaldwcll.” 'H^cy stated that he was 
disposed to i^ive up, and even rc([uesVcd the House 
to accept in payment of the balance due from him 
to the Province, die Seigniory of Lauzon, v. hich he 
was ready to make o\ cr, provided a full discharge 
were given him, and the C\»nmittec gave it as their 
opinion, “ that for the sake of cutting short a great 
number of litigious didicultics, and of avoiding the 
enormous expenses vrhich always attend a Sherift”s 
sale, and the great sacrifice which sueli a saJe would 
cost the Province, it would be expedient to listen 
favorably to die oroiiosals m.'ule bv die said John 
Caldwell, Escpiire.” 

The IIouKe in (^annuttec of dici Whole having 
taken the matter into cioisideration passed, the fol- 
lowing resolutions : — 

“ Itcsolveci, that it would be advantageous Ibr die 
Province to acquire the prviiierty of d ie Seigimiry c)f 
Lauzon, wlicii the same is sold by the Slieritf, in case 
no biddings should be offered to aii amount jip- 
prcKidiing its real value. 

“ llesolvcd, that it is expedient to a]>point one or 
more (Joiitmissioncrs to become tlic purchasers of the 
said Seigniory of Lauzon, for and on behalf of the 
Province, at such, sale, whicli Commissioners shall 
use their discretion widi respect to die amount of 
the bidding, and sl»all administer die aflairfs of die 
said Seigniory until the Session of the Parliament 
next immediately after the purchase, by causing 
figurative iilans to be made of the different subdivi- 
sions wliicIi might be made for die purpose of effect- 
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Chap, ing a sale of the said Seigniory in different portions, 
XXXVI. if it should be deemed necessary to sell the same, 
and shall report to this House ^vithin the first fifteen 
days of the aforesaid Session. 

Resolved, that the Governor, Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, or person administering the Government of tliis 
Province, be authorized to issue his Warrant for a 
sum, not exceeding five hundred pounds currency, 
to be taken out of the unappropriated monies of tliis 
Province, to meet the necessary expenses occasioned 
by the said purchase, and the making of the said 
Plans, 

Resolved, that if the said Seigniory should be 
purchased by the said Commissioners, the Sheriff of 
the District of Quebec shall not be entitled to any 
Commission or j^oiindagc on the price for which the 
same shall be sold.” 

A Bill in conformity wdth these was introduced 
and passed, intituled, A Bill for the appointment 
of Commissioners to bid at the sale of the Seigniory 
of Lauzon, by the Sheriff, and for other piu’poses 
therein mentioned,” but which w'aslost in the Legis- 
lative Council. The sale of Lauzon did not take place, 
liow’ever, at the time then published, nor until several 
years after, wdien, as already mentioned, it was pur- 
chased by the government, and is at the present time 
public property. 

The consideration of the Canada Tenures Act, 
passed by the Imperial Parliament, w^as again re- 
sumed this session, and resolutions being passed, 
pointing out some of the inconveniences and injustice 
to the inhabitants of the Province resulting fi’om it, 
prejudicial to the rights of the ]>ublic in Seigniorial 
lands in Low^er Canada,* a Bill w as introduced by 

* “ Resolved, That by the laws of Canada, guaranteed to the 
inhabitants of this Province by the Capitulations of 1700, the Act 
of the Britisli Parliament of the 14tli Geo. III., cap. 83, and the 
Coustitutiomd Act of the 81st Geo. III., cap. 31, tJiey liad a right 
to gnuits of sufficient portions of wild lands held from tlie Crown 
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Mr. Morin, “to repeal so much of the two certain 
Acts therein mentionetl, made and passed in the Par- 
lianient of tlie United Kingdom of Great Britain and — . — • 
Ireland, as authorizes the commutation of the tenure 
of lands held d Hire de fief and d Hire de cens in this 
Province, into the tenure of free and common soc- 
ca^c.” The Bill passed, and was sent to the Legis- . 
lative Council, where it was rejected. But a Bill 
still more extraordinary was also about the same time 
(near the end of the session) introduced. It Was 
resolved, on the 29th February, that the House 
would, on the morrow, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole, “ to consider whether it be expedient 
to amend a certain Act passed in the Parliament of 
the Kingdom of Great Britain, in the thirty -fii-st year 
of the Reign of His late Majesty George the Third, 
chap. 31, commonly called the ‘ Constitutional Act,’ 
by repealing certain parts of the provisions thereof 
w'hich relate to the constitution and formation of the 
Lc^slative Council of this Province, and by substi- 
tuting other provisions in the j)lace thereof, with the 
view of better ensuring the efficiency of the Provin- 

<t iitre dc jicf, subject to tlie custoinary dued, and on condition of 
cultivation and residence. 

“ Resolved, That the commutation of these lands into tiie tenure 
of free and common soceage imder the Act passed in the Parliimicnt 
of the United Kingdom, in the sixth year of the Reign of His hate 
Majesty George the Fourth, cap. 69, deprives them of this right, 
and vests tlie siiid lands in the Seignior to dispose of them on such 
terms and conditions as he tliinks fit, at the same time 8ubiectin«* 
those who may settle thereon to laws with which the great . 
jonty of the people of this Province are unacquainted, utterly 
unsuitable to their circumstances and repugnant to tliieir feelines 
and usages. ® 

“ Resolved,' That the provisions of the said law for the said com- 
mutsation, fire unjust and contrary to the established rights of the 
iiiliabitants of tlie Province, to the extension of settlement, and to 
the general prosperity. 

“ Resolved, That it is expedient to repeal so much of the Acts 
passed m the Parliament of the United Kingdom of the 3rd Geo. ‘ 

Iv ^ cap. 119, and 6th Geo. IV., cap. 59, as provides for the com- 
mutation of lands held d litre de fief and d litre de cens in this 
Province, to be held in free and common soccage subject to the 
laws of Kngland.’' 
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Chap, cial government to provide for the peace, welfare 
XXXVI. and good government of this Province.” 

The Assembly accordingly went into Committee, 
and, on the 3rd of MarcJi, rcjKwtcd tlie following as 
the result of their deliberations : — 

Resolved that it is expedient to amend a certain 
Act passed in the Parliament of the Kingdom of 
Great Britain, in the thirty first year of tlic Reign of 
His late Majesty George the Third, chapter 31, com- 
monly called the ‘ Constitutional Aet,’ by rci)oaling 
certain parts of the provisions thereof, which relate 
to the constitution and formation of tlie Legislative 
Council of this Province, and by substituting other 
provisions in the place thereof with the view of better 
ensuring the efficiency of the Provincial goveniment 
to provide for the peace, welfare and good government 
of this Province.” 

A bill accordingly was introduced by Morin, 
‘‘ to amend so much of the Act of the thirty-first 
George the Third, chapter 31, as relates to the con- 
stitution and formation of tlie Legislative Council of 
this Province, and to substitute other provisions in 
the place thereof.” It was intended the bill to 
make the Legislative Council an elective body, but 
it did not pass tlie second reading, lieing postponed 
from time to time by the introducer (Mr. Morin), 
until overtaken by the prorogation. 

These two bills were at the time much criticised 
on account of their interfering with Imperial Acts, 
which they professed to alter and ainciid, a matter, 
as all the world perfectly knew, and none better than 
the movers of those bills, beyond the power of the 
Provincial Parliament to effect, whose absurdity, in 
attempting to repeal the vei'y Act under which it 
held its existence, was therefore scouted. There was, 
however, nothing absurd nor irrational in the steps 
taken, being merely for the purjiose, as there is rea- 
son to believe, of shewing in precise terms to the 
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Home government, tlic alterations and aincndincnts Chap, 
which, in the view' of the Assembly, it was dcsiraljle 
should be made by the Imperial Parliament to diosc 'xs^joT 
Acts. 

The thanks of the x\ssembly were voted “ to the 
Hon. D. C. Vigor, for his sendees as tlie late Agent 
of this Province, and l()r tlie zeal, patriotisui, assi- 
duity and Uilcut displayed by him in ac(piitiirg liim- 
self of his mission, and supporting the divers claims 
entrusted to his care, and more especially the peti- 
tions of this House to botli Houses of the Imperial 
Parliament, complaining of the numerous grie\ ances 
and serious abuses set forth in the resolutions adopted 
by this House on the twenty-first Feljruary, 18o4.” 

The like were also voted to Augustin Norbert 
Morin, Esq., a member of tlie House for the County 
of Pellechassc, for the distinguished services, and for 
the zeal, patriotism, assiduity and talent he had dis- 
played in supporting the ati>resaid petitions of the 
House to both Houses of the Imperial Parliament. 

Lord Gosford, it seemed, promised himself, at the 
opening of the parliamentary campaign, signal suc- 
cess. It however ended, as all but himself antici- 
pated, in his disapjx>intinent, by leaving matters in 
a more unpromising state than e\ er. He iirorogucd 
the Parliament on the 21st March, with strong^ ex- 
pressions of regret at tlic failure of his mission. 

‘‘ Gentlemen of the House of Assonbly^ 

“ It is to me matter of sincere regret, that the 
offers of peace and conciliar ion, of wiiich I wris the 
bearer to this country, have not led to the result 
wdiicli I had hoped for. The conse([uences of their 
rejection, and of the demands which liavc been made 
to His Majesty, I will not venture to predict. 

“ In the speech with which I opened tlie Session, I 
announced, that should you consent to discharge the 
arrears due to the public officers, and provide for 
their maintenance, pending the enquiries wiiich His 
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Chap. Majesty had commanded to be made in the Province 
^^^no part of the surplus revenue of the Crown should 
1836. touched during those enquiries without your assent. 
As no provision has been made for the purposes con- 
templated in that proposal, I shall be under the 
necessity of applying the revenues at the disposal of 
the Crown, as far as they will extend, to the pa^micnt 
of the public servants, and towards the current ex- 
penses of the Civil government. What further mea- 
sures must be adopted for the removal of the diffi- 
culties to which the affairs of the Province are 
reduced, the authorities in England must determme. 
(xentlemen of the Legislative Council, 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

“ Of the fifty-nine Bills that have passed both 
Houses during the session, I have given the Royal 
Assent to all, save one, namely, the Bill for establish 
ing a Railroad between the River Saint Lawrence and 
the Province line. As this Bill affects the King’s 
prerogative in the disposal of the waste lands of the 
Crown, _ the 42nd clause of the Constitutional Act 
makes it necessary that I sliould reserve it for the 
siginfication of His Majesty’s pleasure ; and it is 
probable that the omission of the formalities required 
by that clause, will be altogether fatal to the measure. 

“I shall continue to do all in my power for the 
adv^aiicement of the public good, and the fiirtherance 
of that paternal policy which has been enjoined upon 
me by our hlost Gracious Sovereign ; and you, Gen- 
tlemen, will, I doubt not, each in his individiuil 
capacity, lalior to preserve the jicace, and to promote 
tlie real interests of the community.” 

This was the last of constitutional legislation in 
Lower Canada, for, although the IVovincial Parlia- 
ment met subsctpicntly, twice jirevious to the sus- 
})cnsion of the constitution, no Acts whatever were 
passed, the Assembly abdicating, as will be .seen, their 
unctions, until changes .should, at their dictation, be 
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made in the constitution of the Province, which the chap 
British government and Imperial Parliament deemed xxxvi. 



result of the session, will be found interesting ; — 



My Loiil), — ^It becomes my duty to inform your 
Lordshij) that the Provincial Executive has again, 
for the fourth year, been left destitute of the usual 
legal provision necessary for candying on the Civil 
government, and paying the large arrears now due for 



merit, including the advance made from the Military 
Chest, was transmitted to the Assembly with a mes- 
sage inviting their immediate attention to the subject. 
These were at once referred to the Standing Com- 
mittee on Public Accounts, as were also the estimates 
of the current year, transmitted in like manner on 
the 20th of the same month. But nothing further in 
the matter appears upon the proceedings of the 
House until the 5th of January, when the Committee 
presented their third Report. The subsequent steps 
of the Assembly up to the 12th of February, having 
already been detailed to your Lordship, need not be 
here repeated. On the *20th the House went into 



incompatible with the British constitution, and there*^ 




fore inadmissible. 



1836. 



The following despatch from Lord Gosford, on the 



‘‘Castle of St. Lewis, 



Quebec, 12th March, 1836. 



h past services ; and thus, at the end of a session of 

cpstJi more than ordinary length, a satisfactory adjustment 

^entki of the financial difficulties of the colony appears to 

ifeesi be as distant and more hojieless than ever. I shall 

Lavrov in this despatch, while giving your Lordship an out- 

cBilifS; line of the proceedings of the two Houses on this 

«y«{ subject, briefly touch upon what I conceive to have 

icra. been the cause and reasons that led to this disastrous 

•mitif: result. 



fe; ai: On the 9th of November last, the accounts shew- 

fciKt irip? the arrears due for salaries to the public officers, 
and for the other ordinary expenditure of the Govern- 
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Chap. Committee on the several Reports on Public Accounts, 
2 ixxvi. on the state of the Province, and on tlie published 
extracts from the instructions to the Canada Com- 
missioners. These (jucstiono formed the subject of 
prolonged debates until the 2Gt)i, when the Com- 
mittee reported an Address to the King (f>nvardcd 
by this opportunity, with a separate dcspatcli,) and 
two resolutions, a copy of which is herewith trans- 
mitted. In tliesc resolutions, tlie Assemhh'^, entirely 
passing )jy the (jnestion of arrears, determined to 
^ote supplies for six months only, from the loth 
January to the 15th July next, and to abstain, under 
existing circunistanccs, from specifying in the Supply 
Cill the particular funds ap}n*opriatcd ; under a pro- 
test, however, that this course should not in fiUnre 
he invoked tis a precedent in opposition to the reso- 
lutions of the House of the IGth c»f March, 1833, and 
21st February, 1831. The (picstion of cuncurrcncc 
being put on the resolutions, Mr. Vanfclson moved 
an amcndnient, a copy of which is enclosed, to the 
effect that it would he expedient to vote as well the 
arrears due, as the supplies rc([uircd to meet the 
expenses of the current year. This } notion was oh- 
iceted to by the S[)cakcr as un])arlianientary, be- 
cause it was not offered in the shape of a motion, 
proposing sonic subject for deliberation and decision 
but ill the shape of a protest, tending to censure a 
decision of a Coinniittcc of the whole House, and 
further, because in n^atters of supply, when the de- 
cision of a Connnittce of the Whole has been in favor 
of a smaller sum, or a shorter period of time, it is not 
afterwards allowable to make any motion in the 
House tending to grant a larger sum, or to extend 
the jicriod. 

An appeal was made to the House from this 
decision, hut it was supported on a division of 40 to 
27. The resolutions were then passed, and on the 
29th a bill was introduced in accordance with their 



principles, passed on the 3rd instant, sent up to the 
Legislative Council on the 5tli, and, after a first and 
secoiid reading, lost on the 9th in a coimnittee of that 
body, by the committee rising without reporting. 

I expressed to your Lordship my conviction, 
before the result was known, that the partial publi- 
cation in Upper Canada of the instructions to the 
Canada Commissioners was likely to prove a serious 
obstacle to the successful arrangement of the finan- 
cial difficulties of the Province ; this conviction, I 
regret to say, has been more than realized ; and I 
can only repeat my belief, that but for that pulilica- 
tion the arrears and full supplies would have been 
granted. As it is, the House of Assembly have as- 
sumed a new position, and, not complaining of the 
existuig local administratioii, have made the granting 
of the arrears dependent on a full com[)liance witli 
all the demands contained in their Address to His 
Majest3^ 

‘‘ In jiassing a Bill of Supplj’^ for six months onlj^, 
it would seem that they wished to affix a limit of less 
than three months to the period within vvhich His 
Majesty, to entitle tlic Executive to a fnrtliev suj)j)ly, 
mnst favourably decide ou demands involving- fimda- 
incutal changes in tlie constitution, and the con- 
sideration of (|ucstions oi a most grave and compli- 
cated description. 

“ On examination of the lost Bill, I ])crccive that 
the Assembly did not, as in 1833, attach any condi- 
tion to objectionable items, but adopted another plan 
for effecting their wishes for the abolitioii of plurali- 
ties. Where any officer held two situations, the 
salary of one only was voted, and the other entirely 
omitted, thus avoiding one of the objections made to 
the Bill t)t 1833. In other I’cspccts, however, they 
appear to have adopted that bill as their guide in 
framing the one for the present year, <anitting and 
reducing the same items in both. Among the prin- 
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Chap cipal omissions not founded on the objection to 
XXXVI. pluralities are the postage account of the Civil Secre- 
tary’s office, the salaries of all the Executive Coun- 
cillors, of their assistant Clerk, of Mr. Justice Gale, 
and of one of the Provincial Aides de Camp. But 
to bring the whole matter under your Lordship’s 
view, I enclose a comparative statement of the esti- 
mates and votes for 1833 and those for 1836, and a 
list of the different items omitted, and of those re- 
duced in the last Bill. 

“ It was, I understand, chiefly in consequence of 
these omissions that the Lei^islativc Council declined 
to proceed with the Bill. 

‘‘ It may not be iiTclevant here to inform your 
Lordship that the public chest Mill contain, on the 
1st of May next, about £130,000 sterling. This sum 
includes upwards of £45,000 sterling, arising from 
the CroM'n revenues, which, as the Assembly have 
not accepted the offer, conditionally made to them in 
my 0 }>ening speech, by providing for the payment of 
the arrears and maintenance of the public senants 
pending the enquiry under the Royal Commission, 
may now be considered as at the unfettered disposal 
of the CroMm. On the other hand, the liabilities of 
the Government at that date on account of the arrears 
and current expenses, exclusive of the contingencies 
of the two Houses of Parliament, and of the suras 
payable under the authority of Local Acts j^assed 
and about to be passed, wiU amount to about £142,000 
sterling, including the £31,000 advanced from the 
Military Chest in 1834, thus sheM-ing a deficit of 
about £12,000. But it must be obseiwed that tlie 
chief part of the revenue is collected from the customs 
duties, M Inch flow in only during the summer months, 
vvhilst the expenditure continues equal throughout 
the year, so that, although the amount at present in 
the chest M'ould have been insufficient to liquidate 
the demands against it, had the Legislature sanctioned 
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such a measure, yet it by no means follows that at chap, 
the end of the financial year in October next, the xxxvi 
public treasury will be unequal to the liabilities to 
which it may be then subject. 

^ ‘^Ihave, &c., 

(Signed,) GOSFORD.’’ 



The following interesting synopsis, prepared by 
Jacques Viger, Esquire, of Montreal, a gentleman 
well known in the literary world, exhibits in a very 
clear and compendious form, the numbei’s repre- 
sented by the several Members of the Assembly who 
voted for, as well as those who voted against the 
ninety- two resolutions, and the collective numbers 
on either side. Mr. Viger makes the number repre- 
sented by the resolutions to be considerably more 
than three times that of the opposing Members, and 
there can, I apprehend, be no cloubt that he is within 
the mark. It will be obsen ed that in the case where 
the two llepresentativcs of any County or City (the 
County of Laprairio, for instance, or the City of 
Quelx^c) were divided in their votes, Mr. Viger as- 
signs to each an equal portion, or one-half of them 
constituency. Now it is notorious that the ninety- 
two resolutions were approved of and popular among, 
it is not too much to say, nine-tenths of the Canadian 
population of French origin. 



Resolutions on the State of the Province, voted tlie 19th, 30th and 21st February, 1834; Peti- 
tions pursuant to same, 21st March. 
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ifOTES. 

Meml>ers absent from Quebec — excused, Messrs. Tlubaiideaii, Peck and Desfo&ses. 

Seats Taeant (West Waixl and County of Montreal) 

Members present at Quebec when the Itesolutions were voted 
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Total of the EepreBcntation . 



88 



Of the Members present at Quebec, there voted for the Resolutions # 66 

Against them 24 

In the Chair (then Speaker, who in Committee voted for them) .'s 1 

SI in the House 

Absent from tbeir Scafejbut in town, Messrs Badenu and Hamilton 2 



Total. 



S3 













S B. 40 Counties. 
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According to the foregoing distribution- 



PopulationJ Population.; Population. 



23 Counties entire voted for the Resolutions. 

7 Counties entire voted against them 

1 County entire did not vote * 

6 Counties voted, half for, half against * 

2 Counties, although ttieir Representatives were in Quebec, only voted by halves, 

for the Resolutions, in eonseq^uence of the absence of one of the Repre- 
sentatives of each County 

1 County (Montreal) having but one Representative elect and present in the 
Assembly, (the seat of the other being vacated by Resolution of title House)' 

only TJted for half the population 

1 Borough (William Henry) voted against the Resolutions 

1 Borough (Three Rivers) owing to the absence of one of the Representatives 

voted but by half for the Resolutions 

1 City (Quebec) voted i for and f against .W . 

1 City (Montreal) voted ^ for, J against, and, owing to the vacancy of Hie seat of 
one of the Representatives, did not vote for the other i 



277,510 



43,8141 



0,934 



8,250i 



1,556 

7,120i 

13,714 



361,541i 

for. 



44,558 



43,8141 



1,063 



20 , 148 ^ 

6,254 



115,838 

against 



8,317 

9,934 

8,2504 

1,558 

7,460 



35,5194 
not voting. 






9 



fJPopalation who, aceording to the above, have voted :*-For, 361,5414; Against, 115,838. 
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It also seems aceording to the sane, that 35.519J have not vote^ They consist of part of 

coB^idered as not repie^entedj OTring to tlie absence of some of their KcpTe&entatiTes Ironi the Assem t ^ 

on the Eesolutions took place. May it not ho aUoy^able to presume that the absentees yrould have voted as toUois . 

r J ^ Against. 

Brought forward. 361.541^ 115jS3S 

Mr. Desfosses (Town of Three Rivers) I’l tfti 

Ml*. Thibandeau (Bonaventure) - * ’ “ 4 15S^ 

Mr. Hamilton (Bonaveufcure)^ * — 5 182 

Mr. Peck (Staustead) 4 

Mr. Badeaiis: (yamaska)* * * • * * ; — ■ 

^ ^ 367;258 129,930^ 

How are the 8,2504 of the Comity of Montreal, and the 7,460 of the yTest ^ ard^of the Cltv of 
Montreal not represented in the Assembly, when the Resolutions vrere voted to be disposed of ^ 

owing to the absence of Mr. Mondelet (excluded), and of Sit*. Ti*acey (deceased) 1 May it not be ^ 

reasonablv siippofied that Mr. Mondelet should have voted against, and Mr. Traeey for them . 

But it is not of those two gentlemen as of the above Representatives, Their seats were vacant; 
a new eleetion could :Sll these seats with Members of entirely opposite politics to theirs. As^ 

cannot absolutely he said by whom they might have been replaced, is it not more rational to mam- ^ 

tain that in the particular case of a vacancy of one of the seats of a County or other constituericj, 

the Member elect and voting in the House, represents of himself the County or constituency eutu*c, 

aud votes for the whole ? Adopting this *^dew, I shall carry the said two amoun^ forming 

together 1 5,7104 to the votes in favor of the Resolutions, inasmuch as Messrs. V alois and Papmeau ki a 1 

voted for them ^ 

For 382,968j Ag8t .l29,9304 

Grand Total. . 512,899 of the Population in 1831 

Quebec, 21 at February, 1834. ^ ' 

» Thej' boUi In fact voteJ, on the 1st of HUrch, againEt the Petitions to the King and Parliament, on the slate of the Province.— J. V. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. j 

Annual Report of tlie General Coininittee of the Montreal Constitu- Chap. j r 
tioual Association Address by the Montreal Constitutional xxxvir. ! - 
Association to the inhabitants of British America— Report of tlie ' I 

Quebec Constitutional Association— Resolutions of the Executive 1836 ; ' 

Committee of the Constitutional Association of Montreal. P. S. I 

—Legend ot the Chien d Or, and satisfactory reputation of it bv 1 

Jacques Viger, Esq. ^ r j i 

Having in the preceding chapter noticed the prin- r 

cipal proceedings of the Assembly, it may not be 1 1 

amiss to bestow some attention to the doings of the i [ 

outer world in counteraction of the policy and views I i 

of that body. The petition of a numerous portion of I 

the inhabitants of Quebec, pui-suaiit to certain reso- ! 

lutions adopted by the Constitutional Association^^ | 

of the Cit^ , to liord Gosford, previous to the meetin*^ I ’ 

of the Assembly, has been mentioned. There were i 

meetings in v<yious parts of the Province of branches I 

of the Constitutional Associations of Quebec and I ■ 

at which resolutions of a loyal charactci* 
and expressive of a determination to preserve the 
connexion happily subsisting between the Colony 
and Great Britain, were adopted, but as the proceed- 
ings of the great Central Associations in the two 
Cities express substantially the spirit of them all, and 
are highly valuable, in a statistical as well as political 
view, we shall confine our attention to these solely. 

We accordingly submit to the reader the able and ‘ : 

interesting lleportsand Addresses of those bodies pre- ' 

cisely as they appeared in the public prints of the 
time. 

Early in December, 1835, the “ Annual Report of 
the General Committee of the Montreal Constitu- 
tional Association” made its appearance as follows : ‘j 

“ The termination of the period for which the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Constitutional Association ! 

was apjiointcd, imposes on the General Committee the I 

duty of addressing themselves to the entire body of 
their fellow-citizens who have rallied round the edi- I 

fice of the Constitution. i 
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Chap. The Committee, at their first meeting on the 28th 
XXXVII. January, proceeded to elect, by ballot, an Executive 
Committee, according to the Rules and Regulations of 
the Association; and has received from them the 
following detail of their proceedings : — 

REPORT. 

“ On taking communication of the proceedings 
since the formation of the Association in January 
last, the Executive Committee now report : — That 
at tlie general meeting, held at the theatre on the 
26th March last, the Chairman then reported to the 
Association the proceedings of that Committee up to 
that period, and it is therefore considered unneces- 
sary here to repeat them. 

‘‘ Mr. Walker, the agent appointed at the general 
meeting to proceed to England, with, and in support 
of the Petitions to the Imperial Parliament, was, 
without delay, furnished with copious documents, 
information and instruction, for his guidance on his 
mission ; and early in April last, took his departure 
for England. An early opportunity was afforded 
both to him and the Jigcnt for the Quebec Associa- 
tion, by the Colonial Secretary, to make known to 
His Majesty’s Government, the object and import- 
ance of their mission ; and Mr. Gillespie, Chairman 
of the North American Colonial Association in Lon- 
don, was appointed by that body to unite with them 
in urging on the Government and Parliament, the 
claims and complaints of the inhabitants of Lower 
Canada, of British and Ldsh origin. 

The determination of His Majesty’s Government 
having then been signified to the Agents, of sending 
to Canada a Commission to inquire into, and to re- 
port upon, the complaints and grievances of the ad- 
verse parties, they, the Agents, were informed that 
no legislative proceedings would be resorted to in 
the Imperial Parliament, in regard to Lower Canada, 
until that Commission had reported to Ilis Majesty’s 
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Government; but that up to the period of the de- n,«n 
parture of the Commission from London, the Coloidal ^vu 
secretary would he willing to receive from the Agents ' — ' — 
any eommumcations they chose to make on the sub- 
ject ot their chums, and the complaints of their constitu- 
ents ; and that the Commissioners would be specially 
instructed to investigate, when in Canada, and re- 
ceive testimony, in regard to all these. 

On the lltli August, last, a communieation was 
addressed to Mr. \\ alker, signifying that the Com- 
mittee saw no necessity for his remaining in Eng- 
mnd on behalf of the Assoeiation, after the rising of 
1 arliament, and from recent intelligence they have 

e.xpecte(l. 

1 he Commission already alluded to, it is well 
known, has now been in Canada about three months • 
and a letter has lately been addressed to the Secre- 
tary ot the Commission, desiring to know when and 
in what manner the Commissioners will be disposed 
to receive testimony in support of the elaims and 
complaints of this Assoeiation.” 

The following is a copy of the communication 
“ Montreal, Mv. 24, 1835. 

•u I tl>e honor to enclose, and to beg you 

^ Honorable Commissioners whom 
Ills Majesty has been pleased to appoint for the pur- 
pose o inve^igating certain grievances complained 
ot in Lower Canada, a copy of the Petition of divers 
inhabitants of this Province, resident in the District 
iw w "'as transmitted to England by 

1\. Walker Esq., Agent of the Constitutional As- 
sociation of Montreal, and presented to Ilis Majesty 
and to the two Houses of the Imperial ParliameuC 
during the pjist summer. 

“With reference to that Petition, and to certain 
Itesolutions adopted by the Executive Committee of 
the Association, which were laid before HisMajesty’s 
oecretary of State for the Colonial Department (and 
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Chap, of wliicli I liave the honor herewitli to transmit a 
xxxvn. copy) I am directed by^ the Executive Committee to 
state, that the Association have been informed l)y 
tlicir Agent, that at an interview with which Mr. 
Walker was honoured by Lord Glenclg, on the 13tli 
of June last, his Lordship was pleased to state, that 
all the points advei'ted to in the Hcsolutions of the 
Montreal Association would be embraced in the in- 
structions to the Commissioners whom Ilis Majesty 
had l:|een pleased to appoint. — ^Ir. AValker has fur- 
ther informed the Association, that at a subsequent 
interview with his Lordship, to which he was admitted 
on the 16th June last. Lord Glenelg repeated the as- 
surance previously given, that the various topics of 
complaint enumerated in these Resolutions should 
be noticed in the instructions to the Commissioners. 

‘‘ I am now directed by the Executive Committee to 
enquire in what manner, and at what time, His 
Majesty’s Commissioners will be pleased to investi- 
gate the various complaints of the Petitioners. 

‘‘I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. Guthrie Scott, Sec. C. A. M. 

Thomas Frederick Elliot, Esq. 

Sec. of the Royal Commission.” 

To this letter no reply has been received 1)y the 
Asiociation. 

(The Secretary intimated, however, that the fol- 
lowing had been received by this morning’s post •) 

‘‘ Quebec, December 5, 1835. 

‘‘ Sir, — have hail the honor to receive and lay be- 
fore the Commissioners your letter, dated 24th of 
November, inquiring at what time and in what man- 
ner they will be prepared to investigate the coin- 
plaints in the Petitions addressed last year to Ilis 
Majesty and both Houses of Parliament, by divers 
inhabitants of the District of Montreal ; and I am to 



acquaint you, in answer, that the Commissioners are 
at present engaged in consideration of the conditions 
v.diich it may be proper to annex to tlie measure of 
giving up the Crown Reserves ; and that, in connec- 
tion witli that subject, they have also before them 
the question of the independence of the Judges and 
the creation of a Court of Impeachment. "^If the 
Constitutional Association of Montreal wish to offer 
any information on these points, the Commissioners 
will be happy to see any person or persons whom 
they may depute for that purpose. 

In order, however, to enable the Association to 
decide wJietlicr it be desirable for them to send such 
a deputation at present, or to wait some future stage 
of the proceedings, I am desired to ajqwize you, 
that as soon as the Commissioners shall have des- 
patched their Report on the matters above adverted 
to, it is probable that their next enquiries will relate 
to any improvements which may seem practicable in 
the system of managing the Crown Lands, and des- 
posing of the Wild Lands and Forests ; — that from 
thence they will proceed to the tenures of Land gen- 
erally, and to the effect which the Seigniorial Tenure 
may produce upon the prosperity of the City of Mon-, 
treal, txs well as to the subjects of the Registry of 
Titles, and the future Incorporation of Land Compa- 
nies. Finally, that the Constitution of the Execu- 
tive and Legislative Councils, and the state of the 
Representation of the People, are questions which it 
will be necessary to approach. The scope of the 
Commission is not confined to the subjects which I 
have enumerated, although, under the instmetionsy 
from His Majesty's Government, they are considered 
to have the first claim to attention. 

‘‘Having thus stated the course of inquiry contem- 
plated by the Commissioners, I am to add, that during 
its progress, it is probable they will remove their sit- 
tings to Montreal ; and as they jvropose to make their 
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Chap. Report on the appropriation of the Cro\\Ti Reserves 
»xvii. before Christmas, I am to request that you will favor 
me with the earliest intimation you can conveniently 
afford, whether or not it is likely that any gentleman 
from Montreal will wish to attend before that Com- 
mission be despatched. 

‘‘ I have the honor to be, Sir, 

“Your obedient, humble servant, 

“ Tiios. Fredk. Elliot. 

“ J. G. Scott, Esq., Montreal.^^ 

“ The Executive Committee have been very desirous 
of organizing Ward Committees throughout the City 
and suburbs, the utility of which would be felt in 
the event of any emergency arising, requiring union 
and strength ; but they fear that their wishes have 
been but partially and imperfectly carried into effect; 
and this Committee cannot refrain from recommend- 
ing the immediate and general adoption of a system 
of organization. 

“ Petitions, respectably and numerously signed by 
the inhabitants of Montreal, have recently been trans- 
mitted, through the medium of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and presented to the Provincial Parliament. 

“ First. — For the establishment of Registry Offices 
throughout the Province. 

“ Second. — ^For the abolishment of the Feudal Ten- 
ure throughout the Province. 

“ Third. — For the continuation of the improvement 
of the Harbour of Montreal. 

“ Fourth. — ^For the improvement of the Canal 
Navigation in this Province, on a scale to correspond 
with that going forward in Upper Canada. 

‘ ‘ Measures have also been taken to procure an amend- 
ment of the Act for incorporating the City of Montreal. 

“ The Executive Committee cannot refrain from 
bringing under the notice of the Association the in- 
fraction lately committed on the Constitution of this 
Province, by the Executive branch thereof, in paying. 
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purposes tending chap 
to the total subversion of that Constitmion, alargexSvS. 
sum of money ont of the Public Treasury. ’ If ofe 
infraction of the law odd justify another, they do 
p * payment of the duties hy whicli the 

withheld to 

P « Au yecurrence of such an act of spoliation. 

All which IS, nevertheless, respectfully submitted. 

By order of the Executive Committee, 

R 0 BERT.SON, Vice Chairman, 

<i\T . 1 XT Scott, Secretary.” 

‘ Montreal, Nov., 1835.” 

“ ‘1*® General Committee, held on 

were resolutions 

First. That a Committee of three persons be 
appointed to audit the Treasurer’s Accounts. 

present aspect of affairs in this 
Province demands a closer union of persons of Bri- 
tish and Irish origin for the purpo.se of mutual 
detence and support ; and that a Committee of seven 
peisons he now named to alter and amend the Rules 
and Regulations of this Association, with the view 
of carrying into effect so important an object, and 
^ ‘It the next general meeting. 

nrd. That a Committee of five be appointed to 
dravv up a Report of the General Committee, to be 
laid before the Association, and that it be an instruc- 
tion to the said Committee to point out such objects 
as It may consider of importance to bring under the 
^^^^^uleration of the Association. 

In conformity with the last clause of this resolu- 
tion, the Committee have prepared, and respectfiillv 
submit to the consideration of the Association, the 
following observations : 

“ Tlie Association cannot too frequently place before 
the pubhc tbe principles and demands o'f the poinila- 
tion of British and Irish descent, and contrast them 

l2 
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Chap, with the acts and the demands of the dominant 
XXXVII. party in the Assembly. 

Constitutionalists demand ameliorations in the 
law, and changes in the institutions of tlie country, 
beneficial in their immediate effects, and valuable as 
elevating the condition of the French peasantry, and 
qualifying them for the exercise of the loftier duties 
of freemen. 

The effects of the French Canadian leaders, on 
the contrary, are limited to the preservation of their 
ancient institutions, and to a change in the Constitu- 
tion which cannot reasonably be expected, so long 
as the existing form of Government of the British 
Empire shall be preserved. 

The French leaders have obtained, with the unre- 
flecting, a character of liberality by their demand 
that the Legislative Council should be elected by the 
people, instead of being, as at present, appointed by 
the Crown ; and the opposition of Constitutionalists 
to this change, has given rise to much misrepresenta- 
tion of their principles. 

Any expression of opinion in regard to the supe- 
rior adaptation to the wants and interests of society 
of the republican form of Government, or that of a 
constitutional monarchy, is not^required from the 
Committee. Both forms of government have tlieir 
advocates ; each can be sustained by powerful argu- 
ments derived from history and from reason. But 
the Committee believe that no educated man of 
unprejudiced mind, will hesitate to denounce the 
course pursued by the French Canadian leaders, 
who, under the specious guise of lleformers, osten- 
sibly desirous of a Government more intimately con- 
w needed with the will of the people, as really anima- 
ted by zeal for the preservation of all those pecu- 
liarities which so uncnviably distinguish this Pro- 
vince from all other inhabited portions of North 
America. 
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“ The most ardent admirers of self-government will cjuip 
admit, that the c|nalification of a people for invest!- xxxvn. 
ture with that important privilege, is a solemn con- 
sidcration ; and the Committee feel convinced they 
shall have no difficulty in repelling the charge which 
the duplicity of the French Canadian leaders induces 
them to reiterate, that the Association is ‘ factiously 
and unjustifiably ’ opposed to the introduction of 
the elective principle of Government in this Pro- 
vince. The Association numbers amid their ranks, 
many of the children of Republican America, who 
venerate the land of their birth, and are proud of 
her institutions. Enrolled in the Associatiorf is a 
large body of individuals who have a variety of forms, 
who, witnessing the effect of despotism to degrade, 
and of freedom to elevate and ennoble, willingly join 
in the declaration that the source of power is in the 
people. But, who compose the Association ? Arc 
they not mainly Scotchmen, Irishmen, Englishmen, 
Germans, and the descendants of those from the 
British Isles, who sought the enjoyment of civil and 
religious liberty in America ? And needs there any 
declaration that a body so composed, can deem 
an intelligent people unfit to exercise the privilege 
of self-government; and yet that charge has been - 
made, and is reiterated by the Icatlers of the French 
party, who have the hardihood to proclaim them- 
selves the exclusive champions of free institutions 
within this Province ! 

“ But whilst the Association record their conviction 
that the intelligence of a people is the guarantee for 
the proper use of the elective principle, they appeal 
to history, in particular to the progress of' the Re- 
publics of South America, to the opinions of the most 
eminent and distinguished Republican writers, to 
bear them out in the assertion that, when a popula- 
tion is unlettered and unenlightened, to entrust 
them with the unrestricted use of political power 
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Chap, 'would be, in fact, to retard the progress of rational 
XXXVII. freedom. To resist a state of things so repulsive to 
— ^ the feelings of freemen, the Association have banded 
themselves together,— they have caused their decla- 
rations to be made known to the British people,- 
they have received assurances from the Imperial 
Government that justice shall be impartially adminis- 
tered ; and notwithstanding that recent circumstances 
have violently shaken their faith in the commissioned 
organs of the Ministry, they repose quietly in the 
confidence, that, though deprived by an adverse ma- 
jority, glorying in their foreign origin, of that power 
and influence which they ought to exercise, their 
dearest privileges, and feelings, and interests, will not 
be committed to the keeping of a population, which, 
however moral and religious, are unfit to sustain their 
own just rights and interests, and are necessarily 
totally unqualified to be entrusted with the rights and 
interests of others. If, in the ordinary and varied 
relations of private life, we should contemptuously 
refuse the proposition to submit our difierence to the 
arbitration of men ignorant of the rudiments of educa- 
tion, what language can we employ sufficiently indi- 
cative of our feelings, when the demand is boldly 
made that to such men shall be entrusted the man- 
agement of our political liberties. 

The right oi suffrage, almost universal, has been 
conferred by the Constitution on the population of 
this Province, and although the Association do not 
desire the right to be curtailed, yet they appeal to 
the intelligent of all communities whether it would 
be proper and just to divest the Constitution of a 
check on popular violence and precipitation where, 
unhappily, ignorance and prejudice characterize the 
majority. 

‘‘ Although to those resident in this Province, and 
intimately acquainted with the condition of the rural 
population, it is superogatory to adduce proofe of 
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the deplored ignorance of the French Canadian in- chap. 
habitants, 3'et our fellow-countrymen in the other XXXVII. 
American Provinces and in Great Britain and Ire- — — 
land inay desire that our assertion he substantiated. 

“ Xhe Committee disclaim all intention of chargino" 
upon the French Canadian population, a participa* 
tion in the selfish acts of their leaders : and were it 
not that a disclosure of certain fiicts were necessary 
to a right understanding of the position of parties, 
they would willingly abstain from any allusion to 
their peculiar characteristics. The following quota- 
tion from an Address to ‘ Men of British and Irish 
descent,’ will convey, in precise terms, all that is 
necessary to be said on that subject ; — 

“ The want of education among the French majority 
and their consequent inability to form a correct 
judgment of the acts of their political leaders have 
engendered most of our grievances. The extent of 
that ignorance may be collected from the facts, that 
within the last two years, in each of two Grand 
Juries of the Court of King’s Bencn for the District 
of Montreal, selected under a Provincial law, from 
among the wealthiest inhabitants of the rural parishes, 
tliere was found but one person competent to write 
his name j and that trustees of schools are specially 
permitted, by statute, to affix their crosses to their 
school Reports. 

“ The political information of that part of the Ca- 
nadian population engaged in agricultural pursuits is 
therefore derived exclusively from the few educated 
individuals scattered among them, who speak the 
same language and who possess the means of direct- 
ing public opinion, exempted from those salutary 
checks which education alone can bestow. 

“ The persons who wield this mighty power are 
generally speaking. Seigniors, Lawyers, and Notaries 
of French extraction, all of whom, as will be shown 
hereafter, have a direct and selfish interest in main- 
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Chap, taining a system of feudal law, injurious to the coun- 
xxxvir. try and bearing with peculiar severity on the British 
interests. 

a endeavors to procure relief have been repre- 
sented as a covert attack upon the customs and in- 
stitutions of the Province ; national prejudices have 
been called into action, national feelings excited, and 
a majority, ignorant of the nature of the contest, is 
now arrayed against a British minority. 

Passing by the petty vexations of the Feudal 
Tenure, such as the Seigniors right to call for the 
title deeds of every vassal ; his exclusive right of 
grinding the grain of his Seigniory ; his ri^ht to as- 
sume any property within the limits of his Seigniory 
on reimbursing to the purchaser the cost of his ac- 
quisition ; and other claims of a servile and arbitrary 
character incident to Feudal Law, we proceed to the 
subject of the more grievous burdens by which we 
are oppressed. 

‘‘Throughout the Seigniories of Lower Canada, 
within the limits of which are comprised the Cities of 
Montreal and Quebec, upon the sale of real property 
the Feudal Lord exacts from the purchasers a fine equal 
to one -twelfth part of the price ; a claim which re- 
dll’s with each successive sale : thus every person 
who clears, or otherwise improves a farm, erects a 
building, cither in town or country, or invests capi- 
tal in landed estate, bestows one-tw^elfth of his outlay 
on the Seignior, whenever the property is brought 
to sale. 

“ This odious law, so injurious in its effects, 
readily’^ explains why this fine Province, altliough 
richly endowed by nature, is so far surpassed in the 
career of improvement by neighbouring Provinces 
and States. 

“ From the want of a Bill for the registration of 
real property, the validity of a title cannot, be ascer- 
tained except by a course of expensive proceedings 



through the Courts of Law, but secret incumbrances 
may still exist, unaffected by that procedure, for 
whose discovery no means are afforded ; hence the 
difficulty of borrowing money on mortgage and the 
frequent seizure and forced sale of real estate. 

The profits which accrue to the Seignior from 
this state of things are obvious ; and the interest of 
the French Lawyer and Notary, in maintaining a 
system of law that fosters litigation and produces 
corresponding expense, is equally intelligible.” 

“ The first settlei*s in Canada brought with them the 
artificial distinctions of rank, and the oppressive laws 
of that state of society, which had grown up in rank 
luxuriance, under the despotism of the Bourbons. — 
The eradication of these laws, as it would have been 
the first object of dawning intelligence, so would it 
have been the first effort of a reforming Legislature. 
Yet the French Canadian population still submit to 
their pernicious operation — the House of Assembly 
proclaims to the world a resolve for their perpetua- 
tion, and denounces the Constitutionalists for seeking 
their abolition. 

The Committee cannot omit making reference to 
the notorious fact, that several Members of the House 
of Assembly, in successive Parliaments, have been 
unable 'to read or write. In one State of Republican 
America, those similarly circumstanced, are disquali- 
fied for the comparatively humble duty of a Petty 
Juror, while, in this Province, a virtual encourage- 
ment to the neglect of education is offered, by ren- 
dering ignorance no impediment to the responsible 
and important duties of legislation. Can it be sup- 
posed that a people in this condition are competent 
to judge of the various and complicated relations of 
society — to decide upon the nicely graduated scale 
of punishments so necessary to a just system of law 
— to regulate the intricate concerns of commerce — 
and, finally, to comprehend the wants and the wishes 
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Cliap. of that portion of the community, which, fi’om cdu- 
XXXVII. cation and superior intelligence, is more advanced 
in the social scale. 

“ When to this state of affairs is added the fact, that 
the pernicious distinction of origin has been sedu- 
lously employed to perpetuate a separation of the 
two classes — that feelings of enmity have been crea- 
ted and encouraged among the French population, 
against their fellow-citizens of British and Irish des- 
cent— the opposition of the Association to the intro- 
duction of the elective principle in this Province, 
Vill be regarded by all unprejudiced men as dictated 
by self preservation. 

“ The Association earnestly desire that the Legisla- 
tive Council should be composed of men who, by 
birth or long residence in the country, are warmly 
attached to its interests, who are intimately concern- 
ed in its prosperity, who are alike independent in 
mind and circumstances, and distinguished by the 
esteem of their fellow-citizens. A Legislative Coim- 
cil formed of such materials will enjoy the confidence 
of the people, and be alike observant of duty towards 
the Crown, and of respect for popular privileges. 
Public opinion will sufficiently punish a dereliction 
from the one, or a disregard of the other. 

“ To surrender the entire control of the Government 
of the Province to the present constituency, would 
be in effect, proportionally to increase and confirm 
the power or the French faction. The influence 
which has brought the French population not simply 
to endure, but to cherish pernicious laws, cannot be 
counteracted, until education and a free press shall 
have diffused among them the elements of political 
knowledge. 

“ Ihe British and Irish population perceive in the 
past conduct of the French leaders, sufficient evi- 
dence of what w’ould be their future career. Confi- 
dent of the continued support of a majority, inacces- 
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sible to argument and united by an indefinite dread n,.„„ 
of everything British, tliey have ventured upon actsxxrm. 
that would have blighted their character in any cn-^ — ' — 
lightened state. They have violated the principles 
ot a Itepresentative Government, by expelling from 
successive Parliaments a Member freely elected by 
the people ; another Member has been expelled on 
the ground of alleged disqualification, while one of 
their own party, under similar circumstances, has 
been permitted to retain his seat and the sitting; 
Members for the West Ward of this City are allowed 
to retain their seats in opposition to the votes of a 
majority of qualified electors. 

Ihe French Canadian leaders have numbered 
among their grievances, that one-seventh of the 
lownship lands has been appropriated by law for 
the support of a Protestant clergy, and yet they 
have studiously withheld from the ]>ublic view the 
facts, that, for the support of the French clero'y is 
exclusively appropriated the revenue derived from 
the exaction of tithes in the Seigniories, and that 
large revenues from extensive tracts of land are en- 
joyed by French communities. Are duplicity and 
exclusiveness the characteristics of Reformers ? 

“ The men of the Constitutional Association arc 
united for one grand object— the maintenance of 
equal rights. Upholding the principle, that every 
clergyman should derive the means of support from 
his congregation, they cordially accede to the appli- 
cation of the Clergy Reserves to purposes of educa- 
tion ; ^ but they claim what their opponents have 
intentionally overlooked, a general adoption of that 
principle. 

“ Although years have elapsed since the British Gov- • 
ernment, after strict investigation, declared that cer- 
tain properties were held by communities without 
any legal title, yet a large population, comprehend- 
ing that of the principal cities of the Province, re- 






Chap, nialn subjected to grievous and irritating feudal 
XXXVII. exactions by these communities ; the growth of our 
cities is cliecked, by the interruption of parcels of 
land held in mortmain, and which are refused, for 
})urposes of public improvement, to earnest appli- 
cations. These evils might well have found enume- 
ration among the numerous grievances which^a 
microscopic vision has detected, and would have 
commanded the attention of a Reforming Legisla- 
ture. 

‘‘ The Association have no sinister motives ; in the 
true and stern spirit of reform, they demand that 
those oppressions cease. They protest, in the name 
of tlieir lellow-countrymen, against any compromise 
or concession that shall confer the sanction of His 
Majesty’s Government on the illegal exactions wliich 
a weak policy has suifered to exist. 

‘‘ Our fellow-citizens in Upper Canada demanded 
the modification of the Charter of the King’s Col- 
lege at Toronto, because of its exclusiveness, and 
yet their brethren in Lower Canada have, of late 
years, Avitnessed the establishment, by Provincial 
Charter, of several French Colleges of the most ex- 
clusive cliaractcr, deriving their support principally 
from the public revenue, by annual grants freely and 
lavishly bestowed by successive Parliaments. In 
their anxiety for the advancement of education, the 
Constitutionalists have hitherto uttered no complaint, 
but, goaded by a sense of wrongs inflicted by the 
French majority, they now’ formally protest against 
the support of Colleges founded on narrow^ and ex- 
clusive principles, wdiicli necessarily deprive a large 
• portion of the population of the advantiiges of those 
institutions, and demand a general system of educa- 
tion, divested of sectional and illiberal views. 

“The numeroas French Colleges, supported chiefly 
by grants from the Public Funds, warrant the Asso- 
ciation in demanding, as an act of justice, proper- 
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fionate ^-ants for tlie instruction of youth of British n.an 
ami Irish origin ; and further, they conceive tiiat xxxvn. 
the Jesuits Estate and College at Quebec should be — ' — 
dedicated to the establishment of an institution for 
the higher branches of science and learning, open to 
ad classes, and divested of all sectarian religious test 
111 either its professors or its students. ’ 

“ The iiroccedings of the Asseinblv, now in Session, 
evince the usual spirit of hostility “to any beneficial 
change in the laws affecting property, and the pro- 
secution of works of public utility, which are impe- 
ratively called for, to enable us to compete success- 
fully with our rivals for the western trade. Serious 
and wounding to our interests as are the obstacles 
which a narrow-minded and hateful policy inter- 
jioses to prevent the march of public prosperity, the 
Association more deeply regret that no hope of 
speedy amelioration can be discerned, except throuo-h 
the intei-jiosition of the Imperial Parliament, or frmn 
a legislative union of the Provinces of Upper and 
iiower Canada. However, another resource is yet 
afforded to those of the Association resident in the 
County of Montreal — namely, an annexation to Up- 
per Canada, which would free them from a connec- 
tion repulsive to their feelings, and destructive of 
their interests. 

“ The Provincial Beveinie, mainly furnished by the 
British and Irish population of this Province and of 
Upper Canacla, has been in part, illegally applied to 
reward political partizans— to engage tlie service of 
an agent, wdio advocates principles &structive of an 
important branch of our trade — to disseminate false 
and libellous attacks on our principles and motives 
through the British press, and to sustain Journals in 
this Province. Sincerely does the Association deplore 
tliat the Governor in Chief, in obedience to instriic- 
tions from His Majesty’s Ministei-s, should have sanc- 
tioned art unconstitutional application of the Provin- 



clal Funds ; painful and irritating as would, in any 
circuinstancGS, have been this intraction of the Con- 
stitution, yet more accurately felt is the wrong, pro- 
ceeding from those who, we confidently expected, 
would^have interposed the shield of British justice 
for the protection of that structure reared by the 
Imperial Parliament itself. 

“ The Constitutional party in this Province are 
resolved to devote their energies of the preservation 
of the fundamental principles of the existing Consti- 
tution, not merely because of its assimilation to the 
Constitution of the United Kingdom — not merely 
because the change so ardently and pertinaciously 
demanded by the majority of the House of Assem- 
bly will, if cflPected, speedily sever the connection 
with the parent state, a connection which the Com- 
mittee maintains is beneficial to the colony, and 
affectionately appreciated by the bulk of the Associa- 
tion, not merely because the lamented ignorance of 
the French Canadian peasantry presents an insur- 
mountable objection to a further extension of the 
elective principle, but chiefly, because the change 
demanded by the House of Assembly, would entail 
upon them and upon their cliildrcn, a virtual depri- 
vation of the elective franchise, an insupportable con- 
dition of moral servitude. 

‘‘ The dishonest imputation of the French Canadian 
leaders, that the Association is composed of anti- 
reformers, and supporters of oflScial abuses, has been 
for ever put at rest by a distinct and open avowal 
of our principles, and the true character of the 
struggle as between feudalism and rational liberty — 
domination and equal rights — ^French Canadian m- 
iimalite and the spirit of universal liberty, is known 
and appreciated throughout North America. 

“ The peculiar position of the men of British and 
Irish origin, thougn surrounded by difficulties, must 
not give rise to despondency. A confident reliance 
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upon the justice of their cause, and the energies of chap, 
the race to which they belong, must animate them xxxvn. 
to resistance against oppression, and will yet crown 
their efforts with success. But, watchfulness and 
action are required, and a more intimate con- 
nexion with their brethren throughout this Province 
and in Upper Canada ; to effect which important 
object, they earnestly recommend that delegates 
from all the constitutional societies in this Pro- 
vince assemble in Congress, to deliberate upon 
our situation, and to devise the best and speediest 
means of political emancipation ; and considering the 
identity of interests between the inhabitants of Upper 
Canada and the constitutionalists of this Province, 
that urgent representations be made to them, by 
means of deputies or otherwise, for that aid which 
will accelerate the overthrow of a hateful domination. 

All which is, nevertheless, respectfully submitted. 

“ H. Dyer, 

Chairman, General Committee.’’ 



Montreal, December 6th, 1835. 

The following Resolutions were adopted by the Meeting : 

Moved by Adam Ferric, seconded by James Brown — 

1. Resolved, That the Report now read be received and adopted 
by this Association. 

Moved by John Boston, seconded by Henry Corse — 

2. Resolved, That the Report of the Committee appointed at the 
meeting of the General Committee, held on the 28th November 
last, foi* the purpose of altering and amending the Rules and 
Regulations of tnis Association, as now read, be received and 
adopted. 

Moved by T. A Begly, seconded by John Jones. 

8. That this Association do now proceed in conformity to the 
Rules and Regulations, to the election of a General Committee for 
the ensuing year. 

Moved by J. Holmes, seconded by J. Shrimpton — 

4. Resolved — That the threatening aspect of public affairs in 
this Province, leaves the enlightened and independent, of what- 
ever origin, among the population, no alternative between vigorous 
action and humble submission, and as the latter is not to be thought 
of, that means to insure greater efficiencies of action be taken, and 
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Chap. This was followed up, in January, by an Address 
XXXVII. from the same body : — 

u TO THE INHABITANTS OF BllITISII AMERICA. 

Fellow Countrymen, — When an industrious 
population, after years of suffering, are aroused to a 
sense of danger, by renewed attacks upon their rights 
and liberties, an appeal to those of kindred blood, 
animated by the same spirit, and allied by a comnui- 
nion of interests, can excite no surprise, and requires 
no justification. 

“ Long and patiently have the population of British 
* and Irish descent in Lower Canada endured evils ot 
no ordinary description, relying on the interposition 



tliat it be an instruction to tlie Executive Committee to adopt such 
measures as they may deem fit, for the assembling in Ctmgi’ess, at 
some central point, deputies from the various Constitutional Soci- 
eties in this rro>duce, and from our fellow-subjects in the Sister 
Colonies. 

Moved by G. Auldjo, seconded by J. P. Sexton — 

5. Resolved, That the assimiption by Louis Joseph Papineau of 
the character of a representative of the West Ward of the city of 
Montreal, is contrary to the law of tliis land ; and is a gross viola- 
tion of the electors of that Ward ; and that such assumption is the 
more strongly to be denoimced as proceeding from an individual 
whose avowed principles are directly hostile to the political and 
commercial interests of His Majesty's subjects in this Province of 
British and Irish origin, and dangerous to the peace and prosperity, 
not only of Lower Canada, but of all the British possessions m 
North America. 

Moved by H. Griffin, seconded by John Molson, Jun. — 

6. Resolved — That this Association view with surprise the mani- 
fest opposition by the popular branch of the Legislature of this 
l^rovinee, against every advance made by individuals calculated 
for the iiniirovement of the Province, and particularly of the Dis- 
trict of Montreal. In the present Session, we have already wit- 
nessed the extraordinary inconsistency of the Speaker and Ms 
followei’s, exercised expressly to defeat the Railroad application 
for this District, by which a barrier is intentionally erected to the 
employment of emigrants, forcing them to the necessity of seeking 
a home elsewhere, and wdiereby these Provinces would mainly be 
enabled to compete wdth the rapid strides making by our neigh- 
bors, which ere long, (unless counteracted by the march of im- 
provement on our part) must prove ruinous to ourselves individu- 
ally, and to our rising commercial interests. 
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of the Imperial Government for relief; deceived in Chap, 
the fondly cherished trust, they are impelled to seek, 
from their own energies, that protection which has 
been withheld by the power on whose justice they 
reposed. 

For half a century they have been subjected to 
the domination of a party, whose policy has been to 
retain the distinguishing attributes of a foreign race, 
and to crush in others that spirit of enterprise which 
they are unable or unwilling to emulate. During 
that period, a population descended from the same 
stock with ourselves, have covered a continent with 
the smiling monuments of their agricultural industry ; 
Upper Canada and the United States bear ample 
testimony of the floodtide of prosperity, the result of 
unresisted enterprise and of equitable laws, which 
has rewarded their efforts. Lower Canada, where 
another race predominates, presents a solitary ex- 
ception to this general march of improvement. There, 
surrounded by forests inviting the industry of man, 
and offering a rich reward to his labour, an illiterate 
people, opposed to improvements, have compressed 
their growing numbers almost within the boundaries 
of the original settlements, and present in their laws, 
their mode of agriculture, and peculiar customs, a 
not unfaithful picture- of France in the seventeenth 
century. There also may be witnessed the humiliat- 
ing spectacle of a rural population not unfrecpiently 
necessitated to implore eleemosynary relief from the 
Legislature of the country. 

It w'cre incredible to suppose that a minority, 
constituting nearly one-third of the entire population, 
imbued with the same ardour for improvement that 
honorably distinguishes their race throughout the 
North American continent, and possessing the un- 
disputed control of all the great interests of the 
colony, would resign themselves to the benumbing 
sway of a majority differing from them so essentially 
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Chap, on all important points, whilst any mode of dcliyer- 
ance was open to their choice. Nor would supine- 
ness or indifference on their part, produce a corres- 
ponding change in their opponents, or mitigate the 
relentless persecution with which they have been 
visited. The deep rooted hostility excited by the 
French leaders against those of different origin, which 
1ms led to the perpetration of outrages on persons and 
property, and destroyed confidence in juries, who 
have been taught to regard us as their foes, has ex- 
tended its pernicious influence beyond the limits of 
Lower Canada. Upper Canada, repulsed in her en- 
deavours to open a direct channel of communication 
to the sea, has been driven to cultivate commercial 
relations with the United States, whose policy is more 
congenial with her own. Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick will learn, with indignant surprise, that 
the destruction of their most important interests is 
countenanced and supported by the Assembly of 
this Province. 

A French majority in one Province has caused 
these accumulated evils — a British majority in the 
United Provinces will compel their removal. 

‘‘ If it be the desire of the French Canadians to 
isolate themselves from the other subjects of the Em- 
pire, by cherishing the language and manners of a 
country which stands to them in the relation of a 
foreign power, the effects of such a prejudice will 
chiefly be felt by themselves, and may be left for 
correction to the hand of time ; but when national 
feeling is exhausted in an active opposition to the 
general interests of the British American Provinces, 
when immigration is checked, the settlement of the 
country retarded, and the interests of commerce sac- 
rificed, to the visionary schemes of establishing a 
French power ; it becomes the solemn duty of the 
entire British population to resist proceedings so 
pregnant with evil. Let it not be said that anullion 
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of freemen permitted tlieir rights to be invaded, and chan 
their onward course impeded, by a faction which al- XXXVII* 
ready recoils m alarm from the contest it has rashly — • — 
provoked. 1886. 

‘‘ Connected ^ are the Provinces of British America 
by a chain of liivers and Lakes, affording the means 
of creating an uninterrupted water communication 
between their extremities, at a small expense; pos- 
sessing within themselves the elements of an exten- 
sive trade by the interchange of those products which 
^e peculiar to each, and forming parts of the same 
Empire, they have the undoubted right to require 
that these advantages shall not be sacrificed by the 
inertness or the mistaken policy of any one state • 
more especially when, as in the case of Lower Canada’ 
that state, frorn geographical position, exercises a 
preponderating influence on the prosperity of all. 

“ The facts which have been made public in two 
Addresses, emanating from the Association, conclu- 
«vely establish, the want of education among the 
French population, their subserviency to their politi- 
cal leaders, and the hostility of those leaders to the 
population of British and Irish descent. Many addi- 
tional illustrations of their hostile policy might be 
adduced. 

“ At a time when men of all political parties in 
the Sister Province are united in opposing the con- 
templated change in the timber duties, the Assembly 
of this Province, far from lending their assistance, 
have countenanced the attack, by recognizing as their 
Agent in England, an individual who is distinguished 
by his advocacy of the Baltic interests, and his active 
opposition to the Colonial trade. To aid in the prose- 
cution of this design, they have not scrupled to ap- 
propriate a part of the Provincial funds, (obtained 
under the pretext of defraying their contingent ex- 
penses,) to rewd their Agent, and to circulate 
tlu-ough the British press, sutemeuts that are calcu- 

M 
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Chap lated to mislead the public mind; thi^ gratifying 
xxxvn. their national animosity, by lending a willing aid to 
— ■ — ruin the shipping and mercantile interests of (he 
1836. American Provinces, and preventing the influx 

of immigrants from the British Isles, who ai*e brought 
to the Colonies, at a trifling cost, by the vessels en- 
gaged in the timber trade. 

‘‘ Upper Canada is honorably distinguished for 
works completed and in progress, remarkable for 
their magnitude and for the extensiveness of tlieir 
destined"^ utility. /Ihe St. Lawrence canal, at this 
moment in active progress, will complete an uninter- 
rupted navigation for vessels of considerable burden 
from the upper Lakes to the line dividing that Pro- 
vince from Lower Canada ; but at that point, the 
spirit of English enterprize encounters tlie influence 
of French domination ; the vast designs of rendering 
the remotest of the inland seas accessible to vessels 
from the ocean, is there frustrated by the anti^om- 
mercial policy of the French leaders ; we look in vain 
to their proceedings for any manifestation of a desire 
to co-operate in the great work of public improve- 
ment, which animates, as with one spirit, the entire 
. North American population of British descent ; nor 
is their adverse disposition less visible in their oppo- 
sition to other important designs ; they either reftise 
to grant charters to carry into eflect works of acknow- 
i ledged public utility, or, when after repeated and 

: earnest applications, charters are obtained, they are 

‘ clogged with restrictions of an unusual character, in 

^ the hope of rendering them inoperative. 

In all new countries the deficiency of capital 
I proves a serious impediment to the exertions of the 

' enterprising and industrious, and it would be among 

the first duties of a wise Legislature to invite the in- 
troduction of foreign capital, by the adoption of an 
equitable system of law, that would inspire confidence 
in personal and landed securities. In Low^er Canada, 




from the absence of offices for the registration of real 
estate, and from the system of secret and general 
mortgages, not only is foreign capital excluded, but 
the Colony is impoverished by the withdrawal of 
tunds tor profitable and secure investment in other 
countries. In tracing the motive of resistance to a 
measure that more tlirm any other would advance 
the public welfare, we again encounter the pernicious 
intluence of French exclusiveness. A general dis- 
triwt of the titles and securities of landed estate is 
suttered to exist, in order to prevent the acquisition 
of real property by emigrants from the British Isles. 

this spirit of exclusiveness, which betrays itself 
in all the proceedings of the Assembly, disfi<rures 
even those measiu-es which, it might reasonably be 
exnccted, would inspire sentiments of a more lofty 
and generous nature. Although the British Act of 
die 14tb Geo. Ill, which confirmed the right of the 
French Clergy to tithes, declared, most probably for 
that very reason, that the religious communities should 
not hold estates. They continue in the undisturbed 
possession of tracts of land, exceeding fifteen hundred 
sc^uare miles in extent, besides possessing property 
of great value in Quebec, Montreal, and' elL where. 
In ^Idition to the revenues derived from these pos- 
sessions, the Assembly annually appropriate large 
sums of money out of the Provincial revenues for the 
sujiport of those communities, aiul for the establish- 
ment of institutions rigidly and exclusively French 
whilst to other institutions on a liberal foundation,’ 
aftorchng relief to all, \yithout distinction of origin or 
creed, a fair participation of legislative aid has been 
refused. 

“ It is to ‘ die great body of the people’ thus char- 
acterised, that His Excellency the Earl of Gosford 
the Representative of a British lung, and the head of 
the Comtmssion deputed to enquire into our coin- 
pkints, has declared that all future appointments to 
nice sliall be made acceptable 
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“ A Lcffislative Council constituted on such a prin- 
^vu.ciple, wodd be but a counterp^urt of the Assembly ; 
it mio’ht, and no donbt would, relieve the Executive 
from the odium of sanctioning the illegal appropna- 
tion of a part of the Provincial revenues, by the mere 
vote of the Assembly ; but it would not prevent the 
same misapplication of the public funds being effected 
by bill, which is now accomplished by an Address to 
the head of the administration. , . r. ^ • n 

Government thus conducted would forfeit all 
title to OUT confidence, would be regarded but as an 
instrument to secure the domination of a party, and 
the brief period of its duration would be marked by 
scenes of outrage, and by difficulties of no ordinary 
description. 

“The French leaders, if we arc to credit tneir 
reiterated assertions, entertain an attachment so 
so absorbing, for elective institutions, that they 
at once' confer that important privilege to its fullest 
» extent, without reference to previous habits, educa- 

tion, or political dissensions. How much of this ar- 
dour may have been called forth by a desire to estab- 
lish French ascendancy, and to depress British in- 
terests, may fairly be deduced from a review of their 
past proceedings. Without discuping the question 
of elective institutions, which, it is obvious, cannot 
be introduced to the extent demanded by the Assem- 
f bly, under the existing political relations of the 

colony, which relations we are resolute to maintain, 
we distinctly aver, that we arc not influenced by idle 
apprehensions of a Government of the people and or 
the people ; but it must be emphatically a Govem- 
I ment of ‘ the people,’ truly represented, and not a 

I French faction ; the Government of an educated and 

independent race, attached to the principles of civil 
1 and religious liberty, and not that of an uninformed 

! population, striving for domination, and seeking to 

perpetuate in America, the institutions of feudal 
Europe. 
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" lo the people of the Sister Colonies we appeal, Chap, 
earnestly recommending the adoption of measures' 
for assembling at some central point, a Congress of 
Deputies from all the Provinces of British North ' 
America. A British American Congress, possessing- 
strength from union, and wisdom from counsel, by 
the irresistible weight of its moral influence, would 
supersede those other remedial measures which are 
the last resource of an insulted and oppressed com- 
munity. On it would devolve the solemn duty 
calmly to deliberate on all matters affecting the com- 
mon weal, and firmly to resist all attempts to invade 
the rights, or impair the interests of the United Pro- 
vinces. 

‘‘ In submitting a brief recapitulation of the ob- 
jects of the Constitutional Association, it may not be 
misplaced to offer a few observations explanatory of 
the position of parties in Lower Canada, and of the 
sentiments of the British population towards their 
fellow-subjects of French origin. 

‘‘ The moral guilt of exciting national hostility un- 
doubtedly rests with the French leaders, who alone 
benefit by the distracted state of the country; but 
the facility with which the French peasantry have 
received these impressions, and the unanimity with 
which they support the aggressive policy o{ their 
leaders, render them, although less culpable, yet 
equally the^ determined opponents of our rights and 
liberties. Lnhappily their want of education prevents i 

a direct appeal being made, through the press, to | 

their judgment ; but those of their countrymen who 
are not blinded by the infatuation of party, who 
possess education to comprehend, and opportunity to 
make known, the sentiments of the British popula- 
tion, may be led to reflect upon the consequences 
that must result from their present delusion. Should 
the admonition be disregarded, on them let the re- 
sponsibility rest. 

The Province of Lower Canada, whether re- 



(iiiftii aarded as a part of the British Empire or of the gieat 
x™ North American family, is evidently destnied to re- 
ceive the impress of national character from those 
States by which she is surrounded. An obstinate 
rejection of all measures, having for their aim the 
gradual removal of those peculiarities which distin- 
guish the population of French origin, may retard, 
for a time, an inevitable event, but will certainly 
hasten the introduction of changes of a more abrupt 
and decisive character. 

A dispassionate examination of the changes re- 
quired by the British population, wll satisfy all un- 
prejudiced men, that they are adapted to the general 
interests of society, are liberal and comprehensive in 
their character, and unconnected with party objects. 

“ To relieve landed estate from the servitudes and 
exactions of feudal law. 

To introduce Registry Offices and put an end to 
the iniquitous frauds that grow out of tne present 
system. 

To promote w’orks of public improvement. 

To encourage agriculture and protect commerce. 

‘‘ To recognize' aii equality of rights among all 

classes. ^ ^ 

“ To resist the domination of sect or party, and to 
establish a general system of education, divested of 
sectarian tests. 

'‘These are our objects and our demands; they 
are based on truth, are essential to national pros- 
perity and to individual security ; they admit of no 
compromise,*’and from them we will not recede. 

“ The threatening aspect of the times deinands 
action; neutrality, the usual resource of ordinary 
minds, will not be attended by an immunilj fiom 
danger ; it must remain with the population of French 
origin to decide, wliether, by continuing to support 
the leaders they have hitherto selected, they are to 
be regarded as hostile to our just claims', or, by 
uniting with their fellow-subjects of British 



they will compel the introduction of salutary reforms, 
consign to their native insignificance the few indivi- 
duals who alone profit by the present system of mis- 
rule, and by repudiating ancient prejudices and 
exclusive pretensions, place themselves in accordance 
with the spirit of the age. 

‘‘ To us, it is in one respect, a matter of indiffer- 
ence what their decision may be. The principles we 
espouse are identified with the happiness of tlie 
human racej they have taken root with oiir language 
in all quarters ot the globe, and wherever that lan- 
gmige is spoken, there shall we meet encouragement, 
and thence shall we derive force. 

Although Lower Canada presents the strange 
spectacle of a British Government bestowing its con- 
fidence on men who have openly avowed their hos- 
tility to England, and their desire to effect a separa- 
tion from the Empire ; although by the contrivance 
of that Gt)vernment, the Provincial funds have been 
illegally applied to reward French agitators, to sup- 
port French journals, and to pay French agents; yet 
do we feel the proud conviction that the energies of 
Britons will rise superior to the emergency, and that 
despite an unnatural coalition, the banners of our 
countiy will continue to wave over a British Pro- 
vince. 

“ The voice of supplication has been unheeded 
amidst the insolent clamours of faction. United 
British America, assuming an attitude alike removed 
from menace or from fear, will proclaim her wrongs, 
{^sert her rights, and claim fi'om the Imperial Par- 
liament that interposition, which shall remove exist- 
ing grounds of complaint, and carry with it a suffi- 
cient guarantee against future aggressions. 

‘‘ By order of the Executive Committee of the 
Montreal Constitutional Association. 

“ William Robertson, Chairman. 

J. Guthrie Scott, Secretary. 

Montreal, January, 1836 .” 
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Ch*p Contemporaneously with the above appeared also 
xzzTii. jjjg following report of “ The Quebec Constitutional 

Association,” as follows; — „ , i ^ 

“ The Executive Committee of the Quebec Consti- 
tutional Association, to whom was referred, on the 
28th November last, the resolution of the General 
Meeting of the members of the Association, and 
signers of the petitions presented to His Majesty and 
both Houses of Parliament, for the purpose of rej^rt- 
ing resolutions on the present state of public affairs, 
as regards the complaints contained in said petitions, 

“ EEPOET : 

“ That at a meeting of the Executive Committee, 
held on the 10th December last, Messrs. Aylwin, 
Duval, Neilson, Pemberton and Stuart were ap- 
pointed a Sub-Committee on the said resolutions. 

“ On the 22nd December, a draft of a proposed 
Report was read at a meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and left on the table for the consideration of 
the members, but not reported till the 5th instot, 
at a meeting speciaUy called to take the Report into 
consideration. The meeting, after receiving, reading 
and discussing the Report, adjourned to the follow- 
ing day, at 3 o’clock, P. M., and ordered all the 
members to be again notified of the adjournment. 

“At this meeting, the Report and resolutions, 
with some amendments, were finally agreed to, and 
it was ordered to be printed and distributed, and a 
general meeting of the Association and Signers of 
the petitions to be called for Thursday, the 21st in- 
stant, to which meeting the said Report and resolu- 
tions, as subjoined, are now respectfully submitted. 

“ A. Stuaet, Chairman. 

“ T. C. Avlwin, Acting Secretary. 

“ Committee Rooms, No. 13, St. Lewis Street. 

“ The Sub-Committee to whom was referred the 
resolve of the general meeting of the Quebec Con- 



stitutional Association and the signers of the peti- 
Uons to His Majesty and both Houses of the Imperial 
1 arliament, praying for justice, and protection in 
OQ if ^ British subjects ; which resolve, dated 

28th November last, requested the Executive Com- 
rmttee ‘ to prepare Resolutions on the present state 
o public affairs, as regards the complaints contained 
in their petitions,’ 

‘^REPORT : 

That they have bestowed on the said reference 
that serious consideration which is due from all those 
entrusted by their fellow-citizens with the perform- 
ance of a public duty, but more particularly when 
their rights and liberties are concerned, and they 
have rnade a constitutional appeal to the supreme 
authorities of the Empire for justice. 

“ The complaints of the Petitioners as set sorth in 
their petitions, are : — 

1st. riiat they are deprived of a fair and equit- 
able representation in the Provincial Assembly ; 

2nd. — That the powers of the Assembly, under 
the Act of the British Parliament, by which it is 
constituted, as one of the three branches of the Pro- 
vincial Legislature, have been exercised to the injury 
of the Petitioners, and the disturbance of the quiet 
and prosperity of the Province: 

‘‘ 8rd. — That the increased powers improvidently 
conceded to the Assembly by the British Parliament 
have been abused, for the avowed pui'pose of subvert- 
ing the Constitution of the Government as established 
by the said Act, and for the subjugation of the Peti- 
tioners to ‘ arbitrary rule and control, through the 
instrumentality of a majority acting and held toge- 
ther under the impulses of national prejudices and 
feelings : 

4th. Tliat in consequence of the proceedings of 
the Assembly in furtherance of the said ends, the 
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property of the Petitioners and the rewards of labor 
and industry have diminished in value by the de- 
crease of public confidence in their security, and the 
continuance of various abuses, while funds derived 
from permanent taxes, levied for the public uses, as 
may be directed by law, are pledged by the Assem- 
bly in furtherance of their aforesaid ends : 

5 til. — That the Judges are held in a state of an- 
nual dependence on the Assembly for their subsist- 
ence while the Administration of Justice and the 
Judiaary system, as regulated in 1794, is become 
insufficient, and in many cases entailing ruinous ex- 
penses, amounting to a denial of justice : 

6th.— That His Majesty’s Executive Council for 
the affairs of the Province, both as respec^ the 
number and composition of its members, is inefficient 
for the' purposes of its institution • , 

7th. — Iffiat proper regulations ought to be adopt- 
ed by the Crown in the exercise of its prerogative of 
calling to seats in the Legislative Council, so as to 
ensure the selection of fully qualified persons. 

The Sub-Committee have not been able to dis- 
cover that any relief has been afforded to the Peti- 
tioners on any of the foregoing heads of complaint. 

“ A Commission has indeed been appointed by liis 
Majesty, to inquire into alleged grievances in the 
administration of the local Government, and this in- 
quiry embraces the complaints of the Petitioners 
The Commission, consisting of three persons, armed 
at Quebec, the 23rd August last. 

“ On the 9th of October, the Executive Committee 
applied to the Commission, through its Secretary, 
expressing their readiness to support the petitions to 
His Majesty and both Houses of Parliament. Ihe 
resolutions of the Committee and answer ot the Com- 
missioners, dated 12lh October, have been published, 
and may be referred to. On the 15th Oeceinbci 
instant, a letter from the Secretary wa.s received, 
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stating the readiness of the Commissioners to receive ciio„ 
information, and listen to representations on the partxxxvii 
ot the Association, which has led to the first exainin- 
ation of two deputations of the Executive Commit- 
tee on the 23rd instant. 

With the measure of sending out a Commission 
of enquiry, was connected a change of the person • 
entrusted by His Majesty with the chief Government 
of the Province, and the new Governor was placed at 
the head of the Commission . 

The speech delivered by His Excellency at the 
opening of the Provincial Legislature on the 27tii of 
October last, may be referred to, as indicating the 
views of the British Government on the state of 
affairs in this Provinee. 

“ This speech affords sufficient evidence that the 
King’s Ministers were desirous of eonciliating the 
majority of the House of Assembly and its leaders, 
upon whose conduct is founded the five first and’ 
principal heads of complaint on the part of the Peti- 
tionei-s as before stated. 

“ The only concession to the Assembly announced 
in this speech, beyond those contained in the despatch 
of His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department, dated 7th July, 1831, which 
being in answer to an Address of the Assembly of the 
l6th March, 1831, was laid before that body on the 
18th November following, seems to be, the surrender 
of all the net proceeds of the revenue of the Crown 
arising ‘ from any sources in the Province ;’ on con- 
dition that the management of these sources of 
revenue should be ‘ reserved to officers of the Crown, 
and that a provision should be made for the support 
of the Executive Government, and for the salaries of 
the Judges, by an adequate Civil List.’ 

“ The manner in which this new concession may 
affect the Petitioners, through the power of the House 
of Assembly, in which they are not represented, will 
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(^p depend greatly on the conditions which may be an- 
ZXXVII. nexed to the proposed surrender. On tins subject it 
is stated in the speech, that the Commissioners are to 
enquire and report to His Majesty’s Government, 
and His Excellency expresses a hope that he will be 
able to submit to the Assembly ‘ proposals in a session 
to be holden in the ensuing year.’ 

‘‘ The Sub-Committee beg leave to observe that it 
would appear from declarations, several times re- 
peated, in the speech, that it is not intended to con- 
fine the duties ot the Commissioners to mere enquiry ; 
but that they are to come to ‘impartial and well 
weighed conclusions,’ which they ‘ will state with an 
earnestness of purpose, calculated to give additional 
force to the authority which they ought to derive 
from having been deemed worthy so grave a charge.’ 

“ The declaration contained in the speech against 
incompatible offices, is, in part, contbrmable to a 
bill passed by both Houses of the Provincial Legisla- 
ture, and reserved for the signification of His Majes- 
ty’s pleasure thereon. This declaration seems to 
have been acted upon in respect to certain officers 
having seats in the Executive Council. Three of tlie 
four acting Executive Councillors, resident at Que- 
bec, are stated to have expressed a wish to resign their 
seats in that body. This result is tantamount to its 
annihilation. Indeed, it is generally understood that 
this body had long ceased to act as the advisers of 
the Governors in matters of state. The object of the 
Petitioners, in respect to the Executive Council can, 
however, only be attained by its being re -constituted, 
so as to form a body of able and well-informed indi- 
viduals, aiding by its local knowledge and advice, 
the Executive authority, and thereby enabling it to 
proceed with ‘ sound discretion, uniformity, consis- 
tency and system.’ 

“While His Excellency repeats the disclaimer 
contained in the despatch of 7th July, 1831, on the 



part of His Majesty and the British people, of all 
distinctions from difference of national origin in the 
exercise of the Royal prerogative of appointing to 
office in the Province, he distinctly acknowledges 
the existence of two parties therein, based on these 
distinctions. It is to this source that the petitioners 
trace their principal complaints. It is against the 
grasping and insatiable greediness and ambition of 
the leaders of the party of French origin in the House 
of Assembly, and on their spirit of unjust domination 
over those of different national origins, so repeatedly 
exemplified in their acts and public declarations, 
that the petitioners have been compelled to appeal 
to their Sovereign for protection, and to co-operate 
in the support of their rights and liberties. 

“It would be a subject of sincere congratulation 
to the Sub-Committee could they perceive that this 
spirit is abated ; that whatever may be the national 
^culiarities of language, religion and usages among 
ffis Majesty’s subjects in this Province, they were all 
fully sensible of their duty to cultivate peace and 
good understanding with each ofher, by mutual tolera- 
tion, an inviolable regard for the established rights of 
all, and an active co-operation for the common wel- 
fare. 

“ The established Constitution ought in(\eed to 
promote such a state of feeling and conduct. The 
population of French extraction, forming a majority 
of the electors, are secured by it against all changes 
in their present condition, and in the laws, institu- 
tions and usages peculiar to them, as no such change 
can be effected without the consent of representa- 
tives chosen by themselves ; and the legal rights, 
liberties and privileges which are dear to the popula- 
tion of other origins, cannot be subverted without the 
consent of two other branches of the Legislature, 
who are, or ou^ht to be, independent of the repre- 
sentative bran^. 
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Cha “ The Sub-Committee is, however, sorry to have 
xxxvn.to state, that a majority of French origin in the pre- 
— sent session of the House of. Assembly, amidst pro- 
fessions of equal justice to all, has shown, by its acts, 
that it contmues in its disposition to subjugate those 
of all other origins to its mere will and pleasure, or 
that of the distinct national origin to which it owes 
its existence. Not contented with its former attaeks 
on the Constitutional Act, to which it had so often 
and so recently professed its entire devotion, — not 
contented with having employed, for several years 
past, the increased power confided to it by the British 
(jrov'ernment and Parliament, on the faith of these 
protestations, to cftect the destruction of the Consti- 
tution, the annihilation of a co-ordinate branch of 
the Legislature and of all efficient executive authority 
within the Province, derived from His Majesty, — it 
has now unequivocally proclaimed its intention to 
perpetuate its exclusive power by the estabUshment 
of a pretended pure Democracy, deriving its exist- 
ence from a majority of electors of a particular na- 
tional origin only, and liable to.no check but the 
will of that majority, notoriously uifluenced by means 
of excited national feelings and prejudices. 

“ If the Sub-Committee could entirely confide in 
what ought to be the result of the declaration con- 
tained hi His Excellency’s sjieech at the opening of 
the present session of the Lcgislatui'e, viz. : ‘ That a 
Government of which consistency and good faith are 
the main elements of power, will not fail to maintain 
the sph'it of that Constitution which has been long 
held out as a boon to the natives of the Province and 
an inducement to the settlers who have embarked in 
it their enterprise, their wealth, and their hopes of 
individual happiness,’ — the petitioners might pursue 
their wonted and highly useful avocations, in peace 
and security, regardless of the efforts of the turbu- 
lent and unprincipled characters by whom they have 



279 




so long been disturbed ; but the Committee cannot cimp 
perceive, by reference to the conduct of the British xxxvir. 
Government and Parliament in regard to this Pro- — 
vince for several years past, that character of firm- 
ness and decision which, supported by knowledge, 
justice and strength, are the foundation and pre- 
servers of empire and public security. Neither can 
they perceive, in some recent proceedings of the 
executive authority here, a conformity with the 
spirit or even the letter of the British Constitution 
and the Act of the British Parliament providing for 
the better government of this Province. 



The means of more eifectually operating against 
the petitioners and the authority of the Empire as 
lawfully existing in this Province, hav(^ lately been 



ed by any law or laws which may be made by His 
Majesty, his heirs and successors, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Council and 
Assembly of the said Province/ ( Vtde Act British 
Parliament^ 31 Geo. ZZ7, cap. 31, sec. 47,) has been 
yielded up to the national majority before mentioned 
and is now used, in part, by its leaders and their 
agents in forwarding its illegal, anti-constitutional, 
and domineering projects, both in the Colonies and 
in England. 

“ The Sub-Committee is sorry to have to add, that 
this open disregard of the law has been resorted to 
by the executive authority under a public and mani- 
fest threat, acted on by the House of Assembly at its 
last session, of not proceeding with the public biisi- 




imk afforded to those of whose attempts they have com- 

ijfsi;- plained in their humble petitions to His Majesty and 

«itH! both Houses of Parliament. An amount equal to 

Ife about one-fifth of the whole annual revenue of the 

Province levied under permanent laws, paid in great 
colli part by the petitioners, and deposited with the exe- 

ilfii cutive authority to be applied to the public uses of 

Ijjke the Province ‘ in such manner only as shall be direct- 



plained in their humble petitions to His Majesty and 
)oth Houses of Parliament. An amount equal to 
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Chap unless the Governor advanced to that body all 
xxxvn. the money that it chose to demand, to be applied to 
— ^ such purposes as it saw fit; and this after it hadpub- 
licly pledged the funds of the Province to illegal 
purposes, and had long neglected, and finally form- 
gjly refused to make good, according to its promise, 
advances formerly made, an amount of which, ex- 
ceeding seventy thousand pounds, still remains un- 
covered, and has been included in the amount which 
the Governors are accused by the Assembly of hav- 
ing spent without authority of law. 

This palpable injustice and breach of faith on the 
part of the Assembly cannot be more offensive to 
every upright and honorable mind than the sacrifice 
which it implies of a principle essential to the exist- 
ence of free goveniment, by those who are the natu- 
ral guardians of the public funds, to the end that they 
may be applied only under the authority of law^ 

‘‘ Upon the whole matter referred, the Sub-Com- 
miitee is of opinion that in the present state of pub- 
lic affairs as regards the complaints of the petitioners, 
there is nothing that authorizes a relaxation of vigil- 
ance ; but rather, while they continue to respect and 
Ijestow proper confidence in public authorities de- 
rived from His Majesty, the petitioners ought to lose 
no time in acting more in concert, and, being thrown 
chiefly on their ovm resources, they ought to come 
to an understanding as to the means which they can 
most effectually employ to maintain their rights as 
British subjects under the established Constitution ; 
thus asserting their claim to the high character of 
their ancestors, and of the great majority of thq peo- 
ple w^ho inhabit the northern parts of this continent. 
For these pm'poses the Sub-Committee conceive that 
it 'would be expedient that the petitioners, through- 
out the 'w^hole Province, by means of persons selected 
from amon^ themselves, should consult together, in 
the view of giving effect to their petitions, and en- 
suring the permanency of their connexion with the 



Mother Country under Constitutional Government, chap ' 
and the general quiet, prosperity, and happiness ofxxxvu. 
this important part of the British North American'--^ 
Colonies. 1886 

** The bub-Committee most respectfully submit 
the followdng Resolutions, with a view to their beintr 
reported to a General Meeting, should they be con* 
curred in by tbe Executive Committee : — 

“ 1st. — Resolved that this meeting has seen with 
regret that no remedy has hitherto been afforded to 
the evils of which they complained in their humble 
petitions to His Majesty and both Houses of the 
Imperial Parliament, presented at the last session 
thereof. 

“ 2nd. — That they have seen with extreme regret, 
that since the presenting of these petitions additional 
means of injuring them have been afforded to those 
of whom they complained, and that these means, \ 

derived in great part from the petitioners, are now j 

avowedly employed for the purpose of subjugating 
the persons, property, and freedom of the petitioners 
to the rnere will and pleasure of a power derived from 
a majority of one distinct portion of the population 
only, proclaiming its ‘ French origin’ by solemn re- 3 

solves of its Representatives, and manifestly held cj 

together by feelings and prejudices averse to other 
origins, and^ acted upon by ambitious and self-in- 
terested individuals. 

“ 3rd. — That the Executive Committee be re- 
quested to take measures with a view to the assem- 
bling of a Select General Committee of the petitioners, 
at some place to be agreed upon, to consult on such 
ulterior measures as may then seem most advisable to 
the said General Committee, in support of their peti- 
tions ; and for the security of all the rights and liber- 
ties, civil and religious, which the inhabitants of all 
classes and denominations in this Province now en- 
joy, or of right are entitled to. 
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Chap. “ 4th. — ^That the said Select Committee consist of 

XXXVII. one member for each County, City, Town or Borough 

the Province, and that the persons so selected be 
admitted on producing sufficient credentials. 

5 th. — ^That the time, mode and places of selection 
of the members of the General Committee be deter- 
TTliued by the Executive Committee, in concert with 
the Montreal Committee, and that the same be pub- 
licly notified at least two months before the day 
fixed for meeting. 

Gth. — That the day and place of meeting of the 
General Committee he fixed in the same manner, and 
that at least one month’s notice be given of the time 
and place of meeting. 

“7th. — That Vigil mce Committees of the peti- 
tioners, to consist of three residents, be appointed for 
each Ward within the City of Quebec, to receive sig- 
natures to the Declaration, and to enter in a book, 
by streets, a list of the names, surnames, additions, 
and residences of the members and signers of the 
petitions within each Ward ; the chairman and mem- 
bers of which Committees shall respectively keep a 
copy of such lists, and transmit a duplicate to the 
Executive Committee. 

« 8th. — That the unavoidable disbursements of 
said A^igilance Committee be allow^ed by the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

“ 9th. — That the appointment of Vigilance Commit- 
tees, for like purposes, be recommended to the several 
Branch Associations, and the petitioners in each 
Parish, Township, or detached Settlement, and that 
the Committee-men, and all members and signers of 
the petitions, keeping in view tl\e sixth object of the 
Association, as expressed in its Declaration, avoid all 
national reflections, altercations, or angry discussion 
with those who differ with them in opinion on public 
affairs, or who are of a different national origin, but 
extend to all the inhabitants of the ‘Province that 




kindly feeling and toleration which they claim for 
themselves. 

J. Neilson, Chairman Sub-Committee. 

5th January, 1836.’’ 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Constitutional Association of Montreal, held on the 
27th February, 1836, the following resolutions were 
adopted : — 

‘‘ Resolved 1. — That the views of His Majesty’s 
Govcmnient in relation to the constitutional ques- 
tions at issue in this Province, as set forth in the ex- 
tracts fi'om the instructions to His Excellency the 
Earl of Gosford, communicated by the Li6utenant 
Governor of Upper Canada to the Legislature of that 
Province, and the line of policy prescribed to Sir 
Francis B. Head, with respect to the questions at 
issue in Upper Canada, in so far as the same can be 
rendered applicable to this Province, are calculated, 
if honestly carried into effect, to promote the cause 
of good goveniment. 

‘‘ Resolved 2.— That Constitutionalists are not dis- 
posed to shield the malversations of any individual in 
office ; that they do not sympathize with the hopes 
or the fears of office seekers, and disapprove of the 
undue importance which has been attached to this 
subject by the British press generally ; and that they 
will rest satisfied with any appointments to office 
which may be made, provided the essential (lualifi- 
cations of integrity and ability are properly con- 
sidered. 

‘‘ Resolved 3. — That the population of British or 
Irish descent noticed, with a well founded apprehen- 
sion, certain passages in the opening speech of His 
Exccllencj" the Earl of Gosford — more especially, the 
eulogy of a system which has been productive of 
consequences fatal to the peace and prosperity of the 
colony — which formed a prominent subject of com- 
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Chap, plaint in the petitions to His Majesty and the Imperial 
XXXVIl* Parliament, and had been referred for investigation 
to the Commission of Enquiry of which His Excel- 
lency is the head; and that the recent message of His 
Excellency to the Assembly, adhering to every de- 
claration made by him on the first meeting of the 
Legislature, as conveying ‘ the sense in which the 
instructions from His Majesty’s Goveniment are un- 
derstood by those who are to execute them,’ cannot 
but disturb our confidence in the justice and wisdom 
of those who have departed from the character of 
impartiality, so necessary to their station, by avowing 
hasty and inaccurate opinions on the matters sub- 
mitted to their investigation. 

Resolved 4. — That His Excellency’s admiration 
of ^ the system,’ having been founded on the suppo- 
sition that ‘it sustained a dense rural population 
without the existence of any class of poor,’ it might 
naturally have been expected that the facts made 
known! in the address oi this Association, and sub- 
stantiated by the records of the Provincial Legislature, 
shewing that there is in Canada ‘ a class of poor,’ for 
whose assistance the provincial funds have been, at 
different periods, lavishly bestowed, would have in- 
duced His Excellency to entertain doubts of the ex- 
cellence of ‘a system,’ under which the rural popu- 
lation have been in many instances reduced to a state 
of pauperism, unknown in other parts of the North 
American continent, where, happily for the inhabit- 
ants, a different ‘ system’ prevails. 

“Resolved 5. — That ‘the system,’ which it has 
pleased His Excellency to declare, ‘ there is no 
thought oh endeavoring to break up,’ consists in the 
setting apart one-seventh of the township lands for 
the support of a Protestant Clergy; in holding in 
mortmain a large extent of seigniorial lands ; in the 
establishment and support of French colleges of a 
rigidly exclusive chai'acter ; in a code of law, imposing 



a tax of eight and one-third per cent on every sale of 
landed estate ; in the absence of registry offices, 
thereby creating a general distrust in the titles and 
securities of land ; and in various other evils, affect- 
ing the daily transactions of life 5 depressing industry 
and enterprise ; encouraging and protecting fraud ; 
disturbing the peace of society, and preparing men’s 
minds for any, and every effort, to work out their 
deliverance. 

‘‘ Resolved 6 . — That this Committee deem it in- 
cumbent on them to declare, that there is not the 
slightest foundation for the assertion so frequently 
made by the French leaders, that the system of law 
in force in this Province, was guaranteed and con- 
firmed to the French population by the British Gov- 
ernment in the articles of capitulation and treaty of 
cession ; they further declare, that the existence of 
that system is a manifest violation of His Majesty's 
Proclamation in 1763, inviting immigrants from the 
British Isles to make Canada their home, and guaran- 
teeing to them a system of law in accordance with 
their previous habits, and with the spirit of free insti- 
tutions to which they had heen accustomed ; that this 
state of things, so derogatory to British justice, is 
solely maintained by the intervention of Imperial 
power ; and that the colonists of British and Irish 
descent, if unrestrained by other ties, would speedily 
devise the means of emancipating themselves from 
tlie galling oppression to which they are subjected 
by the persecuting spirit and exclusive pretensions 
of their French opponents. 

‘^Resolved 7. — That in the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, it would be impolitic and unwise for the 
Constitutional party to bestow its confidence or sup- 
port on His Excellency the Governor in Chief, so 
long as his present line of policy is adhered to ; or to 
identity itself with any of the great political pai'ties 
in England ; and that the only prudent or safe course, 
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Chap, in the present state of affairs, consists in firmly and 
XXXVII. energetically maintaining the objects and demands 
recaintulated in the reports and addresses of this 

looO. 4 ^ • 

Association. 

“ Resolved 8. — ^Tliat the high degree of prosperity 
which Upper Canada has attained, and the compara- 
' tive tranquility she enjoys, when contr^ted with the 
condition of this Province, conclusively establish the 
fact, that other and more exciting causes exist, to 
disturb the peace of this community, than the agita- 
tion of those constitutional questions commoji to both 
Provinces ; that these causes have been clearly de- 
fined and set forth in the addresses of this Associa- 
tion ; and that the opposition of the French party to 
the salutary reforms demanded in those addresses, 
is the great cause of the dissensions which disturb 
the peace of society in this Province. 

Resolved .9. — That the selfish, illiberal, and anti- 
cornmercial policy of the French leaders, and the 
inertness of the French population, by withholding 
co-operation in works of internal improvement, have 
led our brethren of Upper Canada to look abroad for 
those facilities which are denied in the natural chan- 
nel for their trade, — the Saint Lawrence : — That this 
Association agam expresses the earnest hope, that a 
wise policy will repair the error committed in dividing 
the former Province of Quebec, and, by uniting, 
w^hat should never have been disjoined, confer pros- 
perity on this Province, and firmly ally the interests 
of both. 

“ Resolved 10. — That the project of annexing the 
County of Vaudreuil and the Island of Montreal to 
Upper Canada, w^ould meet with the unqualified ap- 
probation of this Association, and w^ould be hailed as 
a boon only secondary to the union of the two Pro- 
vinces. 

‘‘ Resolved 11. — That this Association disclaims 
any control over the newspaper press of this city, and 



is in no respect chargeable with the opinion it pro- chap, 
mulgates ; that tlu? announcement is deemed neces- xxxvir. 
sary, to prevent misconceptions, to correct errors, 
jmd to give assurance of an undeviating adherence to 
the principles enunciated in the various addresses 
and reports of this Association. 

Resolved 12. — That these Resolutions be pub- 
lished in the Journals of this city. 

By order of the .Executive Committee, 

J« Guthrie Scott, Secretary.’’ 

Another meeting of the Quebec Constitutional 
Association took place on the 11th March, at which 
the following were submitted and approved : — 

‘‘ The Sub-Committee appointed by a Resolve of the 
Executive Committee of the 2nd March instant, 
to consider the present state of public affairs in 
the colony, as conne(5tcd with the objects of die 
Association, and to Report if it he expedient or - 
necessary to adopt any, and what measures, in 
relation thereto, 

REPORT : 

That the Sub-Committee have thought it proper 
to confine their inquiries into tlie state of public 
affairs as affecting the objects of die Association, and 
of the Petitioners, to the principal events and pro- 
ceedings which have taken place since the Report 
submitted to the General Meeting of the 21st Januarv 
last. 

‘‘ The then state of affairs as affecting the aforesaid 
objects, is detailed in the Report made to the General 
Annual Meeting of the 28th November, and in the 
said Rc{)ort of the 21st January. 

The subsequent events and proceedings which 
have a material bearing on the prospects of the peti- 
tioners, are : 

1st. The continued co-opei'ation of a majority in 
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Chap, the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, in the views 
XXXVII. and objects entertained by the leaders of the ma- 
'■JTT^jority of French origin in Lower Canada. 

‘‘ 2nd. The declarations on the part of His Maj^- 
ty’s Government, contained in that part of the in- 
structions of the 17th of July, 1835, to the Royal 
Commissioners sent to this Province. 

‘‘ 3rd. The recent proceedings of the House of 
Assembly, and more particularly the refusal to vote 
the arrears due for the last three years, for the sup- 
port of the civil government, and the administration 
of justice in this Province. 

4th. The proceedings of Constitutional meetings 
of the Petitioners throughout the Province. 

‘‘ Your Committee are aware, that for some years 
past there has been an active communication be- 
tween some of the leading members of the Upper 
Canada and Lower Canada Houses of Assembly, par- 
ticularly since the general election of 1834. It has 
been endeavoured to extend these communications 
to all the North American colonies, by means of hired 
agents, recently paid out of monies advanced for the 
contingencies of the Lower Canada Assembly, resi- 
dent in London, and no pains have been spared by 
these agents to produce a combined action in all the 
Provinces, to enable the leading members of the 
Assemblies to remove all checks to their arbitrary 
and exclusive control within the colonies, and to 
repudiate the just, necessary, and lawful authority of 
the King, which is indispensable to the connection 
of the colonies with the Empire, and for ensuring 
peace and justice, and equal protection to all His 
Majesty’s subjects residing in the said colonies, or 
resorting thereto. 

‘‘ It is only in Upper Canada that this combination 
has hitherto obtained any decided success ; and m 
that Province it only became apparent at the session 
of the Assembly, last spring, more by the manage- 



ment of those connected with the Lower Canada nu 
leaders, than by any expressed declaration of the 
Upper Canada Assembly. 

“ At the session of the Upper Canada Legislature 
winch opened on the 13tA January last, the co-’ 
operation before referred to became decided. It will 
be recollected that, shortly after the opening of the 
Lower Canada Assembly, on the 27th October last 
Caiad7''!““® ^ opening of the session in Upper 

connected with The 
tpper Canada leaders, visited Quebec, and had fre- 
quent communications with the leading members of 
the Lower Canada Assembly, when the course to be 
^ Upper Canada was probably settled. 

, co-operation of the leaders in the Assem- 
blies in the two Provinces, for objects which evi- 
dently have a tendency to the attainment of power 
and emolument for themselves and associates, has 
been promoted by the indecision of the British Gov- 
ernment dunng several years, on the attempts made 
in Lower Canada to obtain from the British Parlia- 
ment, the subversion of the established Constitution 
which IS the same in both Provinces, by the abuses 
hith had grown up in some departments of the 
Local Government, and by the encouragement of 
final success held out to the parties in Lower Canada, 
by their lured agents and others, in England. There 

JL •‘TiT’ *^«*ieve, that the majority of 

to of Upper Canada, sincerely atta^ed 

f their ancestors, 

and satisfied witli the liberal views of the British 
Government as again made public, will repudiate the 
unnatural connection into which some of their repre- 
sentatives have entered, and discountenance the en- 
croachiMnts on the authority of His Majesty and the 
British Empire, which ongmated not with the people 

■" s.e 




July I.S., forcing m- 
structions to the Royal Commissioners appointed for 
E Province, as communicated to the Legislature of 
Upper Canada, by the recently appomted Lieutenant 

decision of His Majesty’s ministers on the following 
oSects prayed for by the petitioners for whom the 
E^iecutWe Committee of the ^sociation has acted: 

The independence ot the Judges. 

“ 2°'. A Tribunal for the trial of Irapeachmente. 
3^* No modification of the Constitution of the 
Leeislative Council, excepting such as may be 
funded on the principles, and conceived m the 
snirit of the Constitutional statute now m foicc. 

4» The establishment of some adequate secu- 
rity against the evils which have ref ted from Ae 
abL^e exercise of the powers confided to the As 

°?he tJnS rrSnd. of .he Oro-. 

of the exclusive management and disposal of the 

"-rl.:*'iodeed, embrace .he pri-ip*' 
nraved for bv the petitioners, exceptmg a better 
S^ositiono^fthe Executive Council-seejt^ fe 
the hjpointment of fit persons as f . j j;. 

Legisfauve Council-a reform m tf 
cature, and the administration of Justice, and a ta 

distribution of the representation throughou 

Province, concerning all which the views of the 
British Government have not yet been P„ ; 

of aSSiV of .4 Provio- h- t-" 
gaged in the most extraor^nary line of proceem^ 
ever adopted in a British Provmce, professmg aU 
glance to the King* 
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It has refused or neglected, for several vears cha., 
past, to provide a tribunal tbr the trial of iinn^ach- 
I Hesolutions of the 21st Februarv, 

,b H ’l" at every session since. 

It declared IIis Majesty’s officers, both civil and 
niuitary, a combined faction, induced by interest 
alone to contend for the support of a government 
inimical the rights, and opposed to the wishes of 
the_ people. (Vide 30th and 31st Resolutions.) That 
10 1 of the officers of the civil government were 
apparmitly of British or foreign origin,’ and only 
47 of French origin ;’ and that of the Judges in the 
thiee great Districts, only one in each was of ‘French 
oiigm. (Vide 75th and 76th Resolutions.) At this 
session It has commenced or renewed accusations 
against four of the seven Judges of ‘ British ori-dn ’ 
and against two members of the Legislative Council 
holding offices under the Crown, two Sheriffs, one 
Coroner, one Clerk of the Peace, and several others 
examining such witnesses, and calling for such docu- 
ments as the accusers chose to bring forward before 
tommittees named by the Assembly, without any 
one on the part of the accused to cross-examine such 
witnesses, or call other witnesses, or evidence ; and 
without hearing the parties, the Assembly, after the 
most violent appeals to passion and prejudice from 
some of Its members, has pronounced all those whose 
cases have heretofore come before it, and ad- 

dressed the Governor for their removal from office. 

It can hardly be presumed that the Assembly 
Itself expects that any Governor, commissioned by 
tlie King, will comply with such Addresses. Great 
and certain evil is, however, effected by these pro- 
ceedings. No administration of justice, no officer of 
government, however pure, able and faithful, could 
stand against such a system of public calumny, under 
colour of judicial proceedings, and the appearance of 
a legal sanction. All these accusations are not only 
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ChiiD spread throughout the Province, and In the adjoin- 
xxxvH.ing colonies and country, in newspaper reports ot the 
— debates in the Assembly, but the Reports whereon 
these Addresses are founded, are to be forwarded to 
the salaried Agent of the Assembly, and his assist- 
ants in England, to be used in Parliament, and 
throufdi the press, as documents having a like weight, 
and entitled to similar credit as Reports of the House 

of Commons. . • 

‘‘ It matters little what may be the intentions ot 
the movers in these proceedings; the effect is to 
brino-, if possible, the Jhdtish Government and the 
administration of justice in the colony into contempt, 
to alienate the affections of the subject from llis 
Majesty, weaken his allegiance, and undermine Bri- 
tish connection, which of late the leaders m that 
body have affected to cherish. ^ • i. 

That any government should exist m a Rritisn 
colony, which would countenance, or suffer such 
proceedings to be perseveringly resorted to, is indeed 
a grievance of which every peaceable and loyal sub- 
ject is justly entitled to complain, however desirous 
he may be to see abuses eradicated. 

‘‘ The effect on the administration of justice, and 
the due execution of the duties of public officers, is 
peculiarly alarming. Reduced to a state ot extreme 
distress, from the withholding their just dues by the 
Assembly, accusations publicly invited, encouraged 
and rewarded, there are few men who possess a sul- 
ficient degree of moral courage to resist the tempta- 
tion of yielding a corrupt compliance to those who 
may be their accusers or judges, in the h^P^ ^ 
escaping the torture and ruin which has visited or 
threatened so many of their colleagues. r a 

‘‘ On the 9th November last. His Excellency Lord 
Gosford, Governor in Chief, transmitted a message to 
the Assembly, with a statement of the arrears due 
for the service of the civil government on the 10th 
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1836 . 



October preceding, amounting to £135,617 9s. lOd ri. 
sterling, expressing his confidence ‘ That the House xxZi. 
ot Assembly will see the necessity of proceeding 
without delay, to a consideration of this part of the 
public accounts.’ The amount of the arrears in- 
cludes £30,519 4s. 2d. sterling, advanced from the 
military chest in payment of part of the.se arrears. 

Itiis was followed the same day bv an Address from 
the Assembly for an advance of £22,000, nominally 
to pay arrears due, and towards defraying the con- 
House for the present session, 
£lb,y20 of which arrears were included in the 
A, amount of the arrears above mentioned of 
£13o,dJ7 9s. lOd. The whole amount prayed for 
by the A^enibly, viz., £22,000, was advanced by 
His Excellency on the 11th November. 

“ The general statement of arrears was referred by 
the Assembly to the Standing Committee of Public 
Accounts, on the 9th November, which, on the 6th 
January, reported. This Report was finally referred 
to a Committee of the whole House, on the state of 
the Province, for the 11th February, on which day 
a call of the House was ordered. On the 23rd of 
February a motion to vote the arrears was neo'atived 
in Committee of the Whole; yeas 31, nays 42, and 
the Hoii.se proceeded to vote half a year’s salary to 
the Governor, Judges and Public Officers, and De- 
partments, &c., from 15th January, 1836, to 15th 
July, on the estimate submitted by the Governor for 
the year, fiom the 10th October, 1835, to 10th Octo- 
ber, 1836, leaving out several salaries heretofore 
sanctioned by the Legi.slature, and imposing condi- 
tions never before so sanctioned. 

“ With respect to the arrears, and the supply for 
the current y^ar, thus refused to be voted by the 
Assembly, His Excellency expresses himself in the 
speech from the Throne at the opening of the session 
on the 27th October, as follows : ‘ I earnestly request 
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Chap pass such votes as affect the liquidation of 

xxxvii. these arrears, and provide for the maintenance of the 
— public servants, pending the encpnry of the Commis- 
honors, to which I have alluded. Should you place 
the government- in this position, I am authorized to 
euf>‘agc that no part of the surplus proceeds of the 
Crown revenue, which may accrue, beyond the 
charges to which they are at present permanently 
liable, shall, in the interval of the Commissioners’ 
inquiry, be applied to any purpose whatever, unless 
with your consent.’ With regard to the £30,519 
4s. 2d., advanced from the military chest, under the 
sanction of His yiajesty’s Government, to meet the 
pressing exigencies of the public service, Ilis Excel- 
lency says, ‘ His Majesty hopes that an issue made 
in relianee on the just and liberal feelings of the 
House of Assembly, and designed for no other pur- 
poses, than to prevent a highly inconvenient inter- 
ruption of the general business of the Province, will 
be cheerfully paid.’ 

After such declarations on the part of the Crown, 
and after the reception they have received on tlie 
part of the Assembly, your Committee presume that 
no British Ministry can be so wanting to the dignity 
of the Crown as to submit to further humiliation ; and 
that the offer of giving up the hereditary revenue of 
the Crown in this Province, in consideration of an 
adequate civil list, must be withdrawn, as entirely 
hopeless. The British Government is indeed put to 
the option of abandoning all pretensions on the part 
of the Crown to its lawful authority in the Province, 
or to provide for the payment of its officers, indis- 
pensable to the administration of the civil govern- 
ment within the Province. 

The injustice and distress to the parties imme- 
diately concerned, the decrease of employment to tlie 
industrious classes, from the non-payment of ad- 
vances, the discontinuance of public w’orks and im- 
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provements, the want of confidence and insecurity chap, 
resulting from the inefficiency of government, occa- xxxvn. 
sioned by the withholding of the salaries of the 
Judges and Public Officers, as already set forth in the 
petitions presented at the last session of the Imperial 
Parliament, are now increased and more severely 
felt. ^ 

‘‘ This grievance is indeed become intolerable, and 
amounts almost to the withdrawal of the King^s pro- 
tection from his loyal subjects in the colony, which 
is justly to be deprecated by all, as the forerimner of 
anarchy and bloodshed. 

In this point of view, increased watchfulness, 
activity and union, are more necessary than ever, 
among all those who are determined to maintain the 
public peace and their connexion with the countries 
of their forefathers, together with that freedom and 
security which they have formerly enjoyed in this 
portion of the King’s dominions. 

It has been with the utmost astonishment that, 
in a printed paper, purporting to be an Address from 
the^ House of Assembly of Lower Canada, to His 
Majesty, and the two Houses of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain and Ireland, your Committee 
have read, amongst many other false and injurious 
assertions, a paragraph, of which the following is an 
extract : ‘We have at least the satisfaction of seeing 
that the inhabitants of this Province, of every creed, 
and of every origin, are satisfied \vith the share they 
have in the provincial representation, and that our 
fellow-subjects, of the less numerous origin in parti- 
cular, acknowledge the spirit of justice and brotherly 
love with which we have endeavoured to ensure to 
all the inhabitants of the country, a participation in 
its political and natural advantages. We perceive 
in this happy union another guarantee of good gov- 
ernment, and an antidote against the vicious policy 
which it is sought to support by unjust distinctions.’ 
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That any number of men should publicly assert, and 
transmit to the highest authority of the Empire, 
allegations so false and unfounded, and in direct 
contradiction to the petitions of twenty thousand 
men, equal lo one-fourth of the greatest number of 
names affixed to any petitions transmitted from this 
country to England, a number, in fact, representing 
nearly the entire body of the inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince, who are not of French origin, shews a reckless- 
ness of character, and wickedness of purpose, which 
could hardly be believed to exist in any country 
where it is not known by melancholy experience. 

‘‘ The inhabitants of this Province, of every creed 
and of every origin, are not satisfied with the share 
they have in the representation; those of the less 
numerous origin, in particular, do not acknowledge 
a spirit of justice and brotherly love on the part of 
the majority in the House of Assembly; they deny 
that this majority has endeavoured to secm'e to all the 
inhabitants of the country a participation in its poli- 
tical and natural advantages; they have in every 
County of the Province, publicly proclaimed these 
truths, and every day’s experience proves that they 
have no union to expect from the leaders of the As- 
sembly, but an abject submission 'to their Avill ; no 
government, but that of tyranny, proscription and 
spoliation. 

‘‘ If any thing were wanting to show the spirit of 
justice and brotherly love which these leaders en- 
tertain for their fellow-subjects, designated in the 
92 resolutions as ‘ of British or foreign origin,’ it may 
be found in these resolutions themselves, and in tlie 
address of their principal author to the electors of the 
West Ward of Montreal, after the last general elec- 
tion. It may be found in the fact that, forming at 
least one-fourth of the population of the Province, 
and contributing much more than a proportionate 
share towards the public burthens, they have only 
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14 members of their choice out of 88 ; and if their chap, 
opinion IS to be judged of by the votes of their repre- xxxv?l 
scntatives, ten of the 14 are to be found in opposi-^r7~ 
tion to the French origin majority in almost every 
division recorded in the Journals of the House of 
Assembly. Every political measure or measures to 
improve the natural advantages of the Province com- 
ing from the majority of the inhabitants of the ‘ less 
numerous origin,’ is voted down by the majority of 
r rench origin joined by those members with English 
narnes, who are elected by a French majority, and 
hold their seats at the nod of the French leaders. 

In every contested election, a reference to the poll- 
books will show how completely the votes of the 
less numerous origin’ have been nullified by those 
of the more numerous origin, and how completely 
marked were these distinctions which the leaders of 
h rench origin had so profusely disseminated at the 
public expense in the 92 resolutions. Had there 
been any change in the disposition of the French 
leaders, they would not have renewed their adherence 
resolutions at every session since, and in the 
Address before alluded to ; 'had they been disposed to 
do justice to the less numerous origins, they would 
long ago have taken into consideration the state of 
the representation, and passed a bill allowinor the 
population not of French origin a representation of 
their oton choice^ at least proportionate to their whole 
population. 

“ Your Comrnittec cannot conceive a greater in- 
sult to the victims of an unjust exercise of power 
and political proscription, than to tell them that it 
proceeds from a spirit of justice and brotherly love. 

‘‘Your Committee, ho\vever, trust that, on this 
r • ’ others, the grievances complained 

ot in the petitions to the King and Parliament will 
be listened to, and that the spirit which, for the 
second time, has rejected the liberal offers and con- 

k2 
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rn, cillatorv policy of the British Government, in pursuit 
x?xv^;.of uncontrolled power over the King’s subjects in 
— this Province, will be fully appreciated, and relief 
and protection afforded, especially if they remain tme 
to themselves, and do not relax in their exertions. 

“ As connected with the present state of affairs 
and the objects prayed for, your Committee cannot 
refrain from referring to the intense anxiety whicu 
prevails among the petitioners for the independent 
administration of justice, assailed as it is by party 
and prejudice, and the most unjust and seliibh feel- 
ings and passions, with hardly any share in the re- 
presentation ; with a Legislative Council threatened 
in its independent existence, and but feeble in its 
composition, an Executive, which has yielded to the 
mandates of the Assembly, the petitioners have no 
adequate security for their liberties, lives and pro- 
perties but in tiie Courts of Justice, and if these 
were to become the timid and corrupt instruments, 
or be filled with the avowed partisans and co-opera- 
tors of a prejudiced and vindictive national majority 
in the Assembly, as a late appointment* gives reason 
to apprehend, this condition would be past endurance 
to men who have been accustomed to value the free- 
dom and security of their British ancestors more than 

their lives. , r> ♦ 

“Your Committee, since the date of the last ffeport 
of the 21st January, have had occasion to observe, 
with great satisfaction, the constitutional meetings 
held in the Counties of Beauce, hlegantic, Drum- 
mond, Sherbrooke, Stanstead, Missisqoui, Bcauhar- 
nois and the Two Mountains, and the Town of Ihree 
Divers, and some other places. Their resolutions all 
breathe a decided support of the Constitution ami 
Laws, and a firm determination to maintain meir 
allegiance to the Sovereign, their connexion with the 
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Empire, and their rights as freemen. In most of the chan 
places of these meetings Vigilance Committees havexxxva. 
been formed and the registration commenced, and — ^ 
in some of them, delegates have been named to the 
proposed general meeting. 
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ateefs “ In most of the Wards in Quebec the registration 

iitlttia been promoted with the greatest zeal by the 

sawK Vigilance Committees elected at the ward meetings 

iime|i« In one ward alone upwards of five hundred names 

tis ovK above 18 years of age have been enregistered, and 

dsdMl your Committee conceive that it is of the hio-hest 

areiDS! importance, in the present state of affairs, that the 

illkE recommendations of the general meeting of the 21st 

Hit! January, should be carried into effect in each settle- 

tieUak: ment m every County of the Province, and the regis- 

loeisfe tration of all supporters of the King and Constitution 

iffiS" completed. Ihis is now become indispensable for 

tlm selection of delegates, truly expressing their sen- 
timents in the approaching general meeting on the 
indtiKK of the petitioners throughout the Province. 

c Sub-Committee most respectfully report the 

•{iwiB following Resolutions for the consideration of the 

jiJeass general meeting. All which is humbly submitted, 

aloeii . Hesolved ls<. That we deeply regret that a ma- 

osBas j Assembly of Upper Canada should have 

^en led by a combination of some members of that 
ietelu House, with certain leaders in the Lower Canada 
Asscpibly, to co-operate in their unjust, prejudiced, 
nil «« oppressive views against the population of Lower 

Canada, which they have qualified as of ‘ British or 
>i Eu* origin,’ in the 92 resolutions of the 24th 

Eebruary, 1834, renewed at each session since that 

“ 2®. That we entertain a confident hope that 
our brethren of Upper Canada, true to their Sove- 
attached to the countries of their forefathers 
satisfied with the just and benevolent views of 
^ the British Government, recently made public, will 
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C3.ap withdraw their confidence from men who have thus 
prostituted their trust as representatives, to enter 
'7^ into combinations against the Constitution of the 
‘ Canadas, as by law estabhshed, and aid in arresting 
the progress of improvement, destroying the trade ot 
the country, and weakening the ties which connect 

us with the British Empire. . 

« 3». That we feel grateful for the expression ot 
the views of His Majesty’s Government m England, 
as contained in the instructions to the Royal Com- 
missioners, dated the 17th July, 1835, and laid be- 
fore the Upiier Canada Legislature by Sir Francis 
Bond Head, Lieutenant Governor of that Province. 

“ 4®. That the recent proceedings of the Assem- 
bly of this Province, in a session which has now lasted 
more than four months, in occupying themselves 
with Bills heretofore deservedly rejected, lost or 
amended in the Legislative Council, in Ae renewal 
of laws expired by their own desertion of their posts 
at the last session, or in vain and anti-Constitutional 
protects and abortive measures; neglecting or coun- 
teracting beneficial improvements, and to co-operate 
with the other branches for the remedy of abuses ; 
in spreading national prejudices, individual abuse, 
calumny anil iU-will; and in vindictive, partial, and 
arbitrary proceedings against judges and pubhc offi- 
cers ; m the refiisal of the just dues retained trom 
the judges and public officers and departments tor 
several years past, and in the lavish and unchecke 
expenditure of public money, have given additional 
proofs of the truth of the complaints contained m our 
petitions to His Majesty and both Houses of the im- 
perial Parliament, and new ground for claimmg 
effectual and immediate relief from our present s 

i! ^“f®. That the followring paragrajih, among othere 

|l;i of alike charpcter, contained in a printed 

lished by order of the House of Assembly and adore 
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to both Houses of Parliament, viz. : ‘ We have at least (;^ap. 
the satisfaction of seeing that the inhabitants of this XXXVII. 
Province, of every creed and of every origin, are^ — 
satisfied with the share they have in the Provincial 
representation, and that our fellow-subjects of the 
less numerous origin, in particular, acknowledge the 
spirit of justice and brotherly love wdth wdiich we 
have endeavoured to ensure to all the inhabitants of 
the country, a participation in its political and natural 
advantages. We perceive in this happy union an- 
other guarantee of good government, and an antidote 
against the tortuous policy which it is sought to sup- . 
port by unjust distinctions,’ — is a daring violation of 
truth against which w^e now protest; an insult to the 
high authority of the British Parliament and to the 
people of Great Britain and Ireland, who are thus 
attempted to be imposed upon ; and, as far as respects 
at least one-fourth of the people of this Province, 
whom the said Assembly have qualified as of ^ British 
or Foreign origin,’ adding insult to injury. 

‘‘ 6°. That we continue to urge on His Majesty’s 
Government, our just right to a full and fair reform 
in the representation in the Provincial Assembly, 
from which, constituted as it now is, we can expect 
neither justice nor benefit, but unmixed evil and 
placing us, and the most industrious classes 
throughout the Province, in a w^orse situation than 
if there were no representative Assembly. 

^‘7°. That we have seen with great alarm, the 
attempts recently made to extend to the Court of 
King’s Bench, and His Majesty’s Courts of Justice 
in this Province, the spirit which has been exhibited 
in the Committees of the House of Assembly, and to 
bring the administration of justice more in the de- 
pendency of that House, and to a participation in 
the character and feelings of its ruling members. 

8®, That while we assert our opinions with that 
freedom which belongs to British subjects, and firmly 




pj,._ maintain our Constitutional rights, yre will never be 
wantin*r in due respect to the authorities derived from 
^our Sovereign; and we now express our gratitude to 
the Legislative Councillors, who, in discharge of their 
obligations to the Crown and the country, have sac- 
rificed their personal ease and interests in attending 
during the present prolonged session of the Provincial 
Legislature, maintaining the independence of the 
Council, resisting encroachments on the rights of the 
subject, and supporting the Constitution as estab- 
lished by law. That we are equally grateful to those 
members of the House ot Assembly who have at- 
tended in their places during the present session, 
and who have steadily divided against the anti-Con- 
stitutional measures and proceedings of the ‘ French 
origin’ majority. 

“ 9°. That we have observed with great satisiac- 
tion, the public meetings and proceedings of our 
brethren in various Counties of the Province, and in 
the adjoining parts of Upper Canada, and we renew 
our pledge of hearty co-operation with all of them, 
conformably to our original declaration in support of 
the King, the Constitution, and our connexion with 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

“ 10°. That the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the Vigilance Committees of Quebec, for their 
zealous an& successful exertions, and we renew our 
earnest solicitations for the formation of Vigilance 
Committees in every settlement, and a speedy and 
general enregistration of all who support the King, 
the Constitution, and British freedom, to the end 
that they may be prepared, in time, to select dele- 
gates to the proposed general meeting for every 
County in the Province.” 
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At a Special Meeting of the Executive Committee, chap, 
held at the Rooms of the Association, on Tuesday, xxxvn. 
the 8th March, 1836. 

1836. 

“ A. Stuart, Esquire, in the Chair. 

The foregoing Report and Resolutions were read, 
and unanimously adopted, and ordered to be sub- 
mitted to a general meeting, to be called for Friday, 
the 11th instant, at the Albion Hotel, at seven 
o’clock, P. M. 



At a General Meeting of the Members of the Que- 
bec Constitutional Association, and the signers of the 
Petitions to His Majesty and both Houses of the 
Imperial Parliament, presented at the last session, 
called by public advertisement, and held at the 
Albion Hotel, on Friday, the 11th March, 1836, 

‘‘ Andrew Stuart, Esquire, Chairman of the Asso- 
ciation, in the Chair. 

The Chairman submitted the foregoing Report, 
which was read by the Secretary, and on motion the 
same was received unanimously. 

‘‘ And on motions made and seconded, the resolu- 
tions reported by the Committee were separately 
concurred in. 

‘‘ Resolved^ That the foregoing Report and Reso- 
lutions be published in the Quebec Gazette and Quebec 
Mercury^ under the authority of the Association, and 
authenticated by the signatures of the Chairman and 
Secretary, and that copies thereof be transmitted to 
the Constitutional Associations throughout the Pro- 
vince, and otherwise forwarded in such manner as 
may be deemed proper by the Executive Committee. 

‘‘ Andrew Stuart, Chairman. 

R. H. Gairdner, Secretary.” 
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cimT, Sir John Colborne, after being relieved of the 
XXXVII. government of Upper Canada by k.ir F. L. Head, 
— • — proceeded to Montreal, which he reached on the -^nd 
February, on his way to England via New York. 
This gentleman’s arrival at Montreal is thus noticed 
in the Montreal Herald^ ot the 3rd February : 

‘‘ Yesterday evening, betw een four and five o’clock, 
Sir John Colborne, Lady Colborne, family and suite, 
arrived in this city. The cavalry troop was out the 
greater portion of the day, and an immense number 
of carioles driving to and fro expecting their arrival 
every moment. Owung, however, to the excessive 
cold and the uncertainty of the time of their arrival, 
the citizens were prevented from testifying their 
respect and esteem. At every town and village be- 
tween Toronto and this city, all classes seemed anxious 
to testify their respect and esteem for ‘ the emigrant’s 
friend,’ Sir John Colborne. The inhabitants of 
Cornwall and its vicinity, ever conspicuous for their 
loyalty, did not on this occasion shrink from expres- 
sing* their feelings and opinions. On Saturday even- 
ing*, between forty and fifty carioles met Sir John 
about twelve miles above that town, w^hen the band 
w^hich accompanied them played the airs of ‘(jod 
Save the King,’ ‘ Rule Britannia,’ and ‘ See the Con- 
(^uering Hero Comes.’ He was then escorted to the 
hotel, where he remained until Monday morning, when 
an Address, numerously signed, w^as presented to 
t him, to wdiich he returned such an answer as might 

i have been expected from such a man. About the same 

I number of carioles escorted him from Cornw^all, w^hen 

they were joined at Lancaster by as many more, 
accompanied with banners and pipers. The Union 
Jack, that ‘meteor flag of England,’ which we hope 
\ will long wave triumphant in Canada, headed the 

I procession, and others, bearing such appropriate 

I mottoes as ‘ Colborne and the Constitution, and ‘ The 

f Constitution will be upheld,’ added to the animation 
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of the scene. The Highlanders also presented an chao 
Adcwess, to which Sir John replied. The Indians, at xxxvn. 
bt. Itegis, fired off a salute as he passed. The whole ^ — ' — ' 
procession, consisting of about one hundred carioles 
went so far as the Province line, when three cheers 
were given for Sir John and the Constitution. Not- 
withstanding the unfavorable state of the weather, a 
number of gentlemen accompanied Sir John from 
Cornwall to Montreal. Virtue has indeed its own 
I'eward, and it must be truly gratifying to the dis- 
tinguished individual who, yesterday arrived amono- 
us, to receive expressions of feeling so well deserved 
and so honorable to those who have made them.” 



IMPORTS OF LOWER CANADA. 



From 



Great Britain, 

Ireland, 

Jersey, 

Gibraltar, 

France 

Spain, 

Portugal, 

Holland, 

Belgium, &c., 

British N. A. Colonies, 
British West Indies, . . 

United States, 

Other Places, . 



At Gasp4, 

New Carlisle,. 

Total. . . . 



Vessels. 


Tons. 


Men. 


Value 
2^ per cent 
Goods. 


Other 

Imports. 


. 779 


249845 


10746 


1329214 


6 


10 


256562 


. 168 


47264 


2071 


8121 


13 


6 


4913 


1 


220 


12 


440 


6 


7 


102 


6 


683 


84 


2651 


1 


6 


4140 


9 


2808 


81 


1296 


2 


0 


1426 


1 


195 


10 










3 


493 


26 


431 


19 


4 


1600 


2 


645 


25 








18 


1 


1922 


84 










169 


17264 


836 


2261 


6 


1 


83572 


40 


6826 


803 


498 


4 


9 


195026 


24 


6507 


273 


4824 


6 


0 


10464 


4 


1257 


64 










1212 


334209 


14664 


1349739 


4 


6 


556813 


47 


6700 


371 








7064 


88 


6561 


289 


667426 


0 




3653 


1297 


346470 


15214 


0 


667430 






£1917165 


4 


6 Stnor. 
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Le Cares d’or— The bas relief representing a golden doggnaw- 

bone over the front door of the 'l'*! in 

XXXVII. g Mmsou’s Hall,” now in part occupied by the rost urace, m 

BuareStVeernear the steps, leading from the Upper Town through 
Prescott Gate to the Lower Town ^ThThouM it 

s as- oS'i'sf s 

ed I find it to be verbatim ac Uterahm as follow s ^ 
particular in this, believing it of importance to arehseologists. 

“ JE Svis VN CniEN qvi Ronge Lo 







• ** EN LE RONGEANT JE PREN'D MON REPOS 

« VN TE5IS VIENDRA qVI NEST PAS VENV 
“ qVE JE MORDERAY qVI MAVRA MORDV. 

1736 . ” 

Various versions, all for the most part fabulous, have been gi ven 
toThe worl”e origin of this legend, from that of Ca^^n 
Knox who was in the army, and present at the conquest of Can- 
ada to those of Messrs. Bourne, Hawkins, Lieut Colonel Cookbura, 

E A and more recently a CanacUan gentleman, writing in French, 

unt the sTgnature A. S„ (supposed to be the late Mr SoulM 
Advocate of this City,) in “Le OANAnrex.” Lieut Col. Cock 

*^"':pSttweTn Office and the Book-storeof Me^re 

“Thomr Cary & Co., to the Lower Town, the stranger canniA 
*• hdp notieing^a gold dog over the door of the latter establishment 
« The following curious history attaches to tins aog . 

‘•Tl eCee was built by ^lon8. Philibert, a merchant resid ng 
in QueW in the time of ^Mr. Bigot the last Mendant under tee 
“ French Government and whose draft upon the - - 

-expenses of this Country were so enormous that one «f the 
“ Oucens of that kingdom archly inquired— whether the 
- Quebec were built of gold ?’ But to return to the storv oMhe 
“Ckiend’or, Mr. Philibert and the ^“tendant were on bad t^ 
-but under the system then existing,, the 
-was in vain for him to seek redress in the 

“ingat some future period to prove in 

-contented himself with placing the figure of » 

« front of his house, with the following Imes beneath it, m allu 
« to his situation with his powerful enemy. (As above.) 

« This allegorical language was, however, too plmn foi Mr. ^ g 
«to misunderstand it. A man so powerful easily found an ms 
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stone 

by the P(^ Obi 
etpperTontbsj 

ec, li pTawii'i 
origin TfeW: 
rMber^iKjf 
eisinoiiontsi; 
]gTeryre«djs 
kors. Ikie 
cetosrtyo^ 


“ment to avenge the insult, and Mr. Philibert received as the 
reward of his verse, the sword of au officer of the garrison through Chap. 
Ills back, when desceiniing the Lower Tow’n hill. xxxvir. 

“The murderer was permitted to leave the colonv unmolested, — ^ 
and was transferred to a regiment stationed "in the East 
.. ^ , ‘f • . Thither he was pursued by a brother of the deceased 
« til "?• ®hhg*^*' *hhi in Canadm when' he arrived here to 

settle his brother’s affairs. The parties, it is related, met in the 
„ Phhl.'e street of i ondteherry, drew their swords, and after some 
conflict the ass^siri met a more horrible fate than his crime 
deserved, and died by the hand of his antagonist.” 

Mr. Hawkins, in his Picture of Quebec with lliRinrienl 


geLo 


ao;i« gives the following account: “Mr. Philibert, who resided 
„ in this house, was a merchant of high distinction during the time 
c. lutendant of New France. The latter 




« i ^ merchant of Bourdeaux, and came to Que- 

bec in 1712. Differences occurred between him and Mr. Phili- 


MOXREPffi 


uci t, uvt .1 w uom superior interest and rxiwer gave Mr. Pec/o7i - 
every lulvantage. Unable to obtain redress for his injuries real 


PAS TEST 


or supposed, Mr. I'hilibert bitterly, although covertly, expressed 

Ills SGQtllllCUtS Un^'lpp flip 1liincr<i r\f -fl-i/i J 2 ^ 4. i • 1 1 


UMOm 


« 1 1 3 V ; uu-iei i,ue image 01 tne chien dor to which he 

added the following inscription, <fec. 

determined on rev.enge, .and Mr. Philibert descend- 
ing the Lower Tcwn hill reopivpd tlio cvTfrvi.ri A/I.. 


[jyois,yiar 

tjtthee®?sS^; 

Dbethebt*^'^ 

•U^*C. 

k)ni»a3 • 


1 ? ® 1 V.* ijiii, itctiveu Lue sw'ora 01 JM.r. de Iv., a 

French officer of the garrison, through the body. The pcrpctra- 
tor of this murder made his escape, and left the Provinci, but 
„ '"'“stoo atrocious to be forgiven. The brother of Mr 

„ Thilibert came to Quebec to settle the estate, with a full deter- 
mination of taking personal veugeanec on the assassin. So de- 
termined was he to e.vecute this part of liis mission, that, haviii<^ 
ascertained that Mr. Ue R. had gone to the East Indies, he pu°- 
_ sued him thither. Ihcy met in a street of Pondicherry— en- 
gaged on the spot, and the assas-iu fell mortally wounded, 
under the hmid of the avenger. The ‘ Chien d'o/ remains to 
perpetuate this tale 01 bloodshed and retribution.” 

A very pretty story, truly, of homicide and retribution, but ac- 
cording to the researches of my friend Mr, Jacques Viger, (from 
whosemanuscriptonthe subject! take my information) nearly alto- 
gether fabulous His inquiries establish the fact that, Mr. i^'icho- 
Jacqum 1 hilibert did, unhappily, on the 21st January, 1748 


Sl^ 

Si| 

r. 

rA‘ 


die of a sword wound he had received in a .sudden quarrel the 
previous day at the hand of a Mr. Pierre, J. B. F. X. Le«-ardeur 
de Repen tigny, a Lieutenant in the French army, born at Montreal, 
^4 May, 1 < 19 , imd son of Mr. J. B. Legardeur de Repeutigny, who 
died thei e m 1741 ; but that with tins quarrel and homicide, neither 
Mr. Begon, who left the c(»untry in 1726. nor Mr. Bigot, who did 
not come to it before September, 1848, had, nor possibly could 
have anything to do. The cause of quarrel and whole matter, 
aie clearly and satisfucto: ily explained by Mr. Viger through 

♦ Replaced by Mr. Dupuy in 1726, 



E. bo .tooluMf, . I.M., ..d wl..lly »»!■•«> '“"J*- 
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The Ee<nster8 of the Parish of Quebec according to Mr. \iger 
pri^ve tha't the family of Legardeur de Eepentigny wore m the 
country so early as 1687 and those of the Superior Coimc.l m 
Uke manner proVe that the first Mayor of Quebec was a Mr. J B. 
Leoardeur de Eciientigny, elected to that post by an assembly 
of citizens, held 7th October, 1663 , before the Council pursuant 
to an arret of that body of the 20th September 1668, when a 
jLyor (Mr. de Eepentigny) and two Aldermen (echevins) were 

*^**InThemSte^aliuded to, there was, Mr. V. 

tion Itwasanunfortunatehoinicide ansingoutof a sudden ^uatrel 

between Mr. Philibert and Mr. dc Ecpciitigny, m explained by 
^thentic documents of record, and still open to the >nspec of 

X one choosing to consult them. Mr. dc Eepentigny Laving it 

anm'ars, on the 2Uth January, 1748, obtained, as an officer of the 
amiy a billet to be quartered upon Mr. Philibert. The latter waited 
upo^him at the lodgings where he then was, in the house of a lady 
oF Ehe name of La Palme, to endeavour to preyail upon him to 
remain in his lodgings with tliat lady, and to agree with hei for 
the terms on which she might be willing to aecommodato him. 
Not being able to come to terms with her, he was about leaving 
the house, observing that he would take steps to cause the billet 
to be chano-ed. This being overheard by de Eepentigny, who it 
woffid sLm was standing by, he addressed Philibert in a hme to 
make him understand that he would not part with the 
to which his billet entitled him, adding that he (^ilibert) was a 
o ntoS’Smpleton) toask foran alteraUon of it. This so exasper- 
ated PbiliLiFtliat after using much 

tigny, he struck him with a walking stick he had m ^ 

whereupon the latter in a transport of rage <l''ew ^ 

ran Philibert through the body, of which he died the followin, 

day, “generously forgiving,” as the ^ had faUen * “The 

de' Eepentigny, the unfortunate act by which he had fallen, 

“ bears the inscription 1736. It consequently ean 

have no reference to this affair which occurred twelve years after- 

Eepentigny, immediately after this unhappy 
withdrew himself from Quebec, going ‘Fp; 

season by way of the portage, then known as that of pois P*-™, 
~oX,no';Nova‘^Sco?a. Whether he thenc to 

France is not certain ; but, on an application to the French K 
setting forth Uie whole case, letters of grace and paidon wcie 
granted him, with which he returned tiie 
These letters of grace and pardon, be it 
They were, before having their intciideel effect, ®'>tf® 
tvatioii {enUrinement) in the colony, and tlie facts . j 

they pui-portcd to be granted were glso to be proved, couh 



and enregistered before the proper tribunal there. Then, and 
not till theu they were liual. All this, it appears, was done with 
respect to Mr. de ReiK-ntigny who, in consequence of it, was fully 
absolved, as Mr. Vigor, by production of a copy of the letters of 
grace and pardon alluded to, and extracts of the subsequent pro- 
ceedings clearly shews. ^ 

This is sufficient to upset the whole tale as told by the gentle- 
men I have mentioned. But Mr. Viger does not stop here. 
Continuing his inquiries with characteristic acumen, he proves 
by extracts from Parish registers, that the same Mr de Re- 
pentigny was, on the 30th. January, 1753, married, at Montreal, to 
Demoiselle Catherine Archange Payen de Noyau, at wliich time 

1 ^ Captain of Infantry— that his first 

child (I lerre) was bajdised there, 14th December, 1753— the se- 
cond (Victoire Catherine) 21st January, 1755 — and finally that 
MM November, 1756, (eight yeare and ten months after 
Mr. 1 hihbert’s decease.) his third child (a girl) died, at which 
time he was still alive. Mr. Viger, by still further researches, 
subsequent to the above, when he lost sight of Mr. Pierre de Re- 
peritigny, again finds him honorably engaged in the battle of the 
28th April, 1760, on the plains of Abraham, where it is said, by 
a general order, or some public notice of the action, “ the battalion 
“ of the City of Montreal, under Mr. de Repentigny, served with 
‘‘ the same courage as the regular troops. The same praise is due 
‘ to the greater^part of the Canadians.” He was also at the Fort 
of Jacques Cartier in May following, but what afterwards became 
ot him, Mr Viger has not been able to learn. 

Mr. Louis de Repentigny, a younger brother of this gentleman 
went. It also appears, with the French army, after the conquest, to 
h ranee, whence he was sent as Governor-iu-Chief to Senegal, on 
the coast of Africa, where, after remaining some time he returned 
^ France, and died at Paris, 9th October, 1786, not of a violent 
death but of a long and lingering illness, making his will tte 4th 
ot that month, before Mr. Lormant, a l^ublic Notary of that City, 
this gentleman was married at Quebec, 20th April, 1751 to 
Demoiselle Chossegros de Lery, by whom he had an ’only son 
Douis Gaspard, born at Quebec, 10th July, 1753, and who died 
at Point Petre Guadaloupe, 2nd July, 1808. 

Another account makes a duel take place in France (Paris) 
^tween Mr. Pierre de Repentigny, in 1756, and an only son of 
Mr. Philibert, which son Mr. Viger shews, by the way, from the 
ransh registers, of Quebec, to have been a daughter, Marie 
Anne, the eldest of five children Philibert. This tale also, Mr 
V iger observes, is a mere fable— a dramatic incident, as devoid 
of truth as disgusting by its immoralitv, inasmuch as at the 
moment when this supposed only son, that is to say, Marie Anne 
ttie eldest daughter of Mr. J. Philibei-t, left the country for 
France, in quest of the “ assassin'^ of his father, that same assassin 
was in Canada, persuaded that, as far as human laws could go he 
was absolved of homicide, and that no one compos mentis ^’uld 
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ar.v lono-er call him to accovrat for this untoward incident of his 
We na?much as : 1st, the victim had on his death bed “ oencrously 
fntai^n” him: 2nd, As the widow PhiUbert had signified to 
(Se under her hknd, that she had been paid the damages and 
^^il interests allowed her by the legal 

otmosition to the {enUr'inemevt) passing iand confirmation of 
tlTletters of grace and pardon by the king : 3rd, As hch^ the 

letters grace and pardon granted him duly 
coufirmed^at law before the proper tribunal at 
complying with all the necessary conditions stipulated in them 
floooi'din*^ to tliG of the reiiliii* a. nr 

In a letter dated at Montreal, 11th July to Mr V ger 

from a Mr. Violet, of Pointe a Petre, Guadaloupe. 

General of the heire de Repcntigiiy, who was thw on a visit to 
Province, on their business, it is stated:— -‘ I affirm, To 

of the heirs de Repentigny, and you may without fear affiiin it in 
turn that never to our “knowledge has a Repeiitigny died slain in 
ffiiel. oi oS by a Philibert! or any relation or descendant of 

°^Mr. \"’iir’iem.^^ the proofs obtiuned of theeidstenee 

of Mr. Plerre de Repentigny, and 

either in Acadie or in Canada from 1 (48 to 1 (5b, 

to 1760, as subsequently ascertained) “ I may in 

without offence Co our>ld romance^. 

brother Louis, did Mr. Pierre de X 

•nricA hv -inv Philibert or dcscendent ot that lainiiy a 

moie thL J Mchcrry, and this, for the ^e leW 

that during all this time he had been at “f *®7X‘Xffie^whole 
Mr Vieer has, therefore, completely demolished ^ 
faWick oAhose fanciful but false tales relating to the ^Xd the 
peSv exposing their fallacy, and satisfactorily explained 7 
XXner imd^cause'of Mr. Philibert’s X 

accordin'' to one account, at the instigation of Mr. B ^ ’ , 

iXt the Country long before, and to another, of Mr. 
had imt yet coL tolt-both respectable names, and not ^e^y m 
those chivalrous times to be instigators of su^ 7'7 ’ f" Xwcen 
unpremeditated homicide, arising out of Xse eo<4 name 

that gentleman and Mr. Pierre de Repentigny, i^Ritrot Mr 

and fame, as well as those of the Intendants Be^n 
Viger has rescued from the opprobrium to which those ime w 
haf consigned them, and given to history, the true version of the 

“ TViXinouiries of Mr V. have not only vindicated the memorns 
of ^ose gentlemen, but also afford us an '“terestmg exem^lffi^^^^ 
tion of toe proceedings, pursuant to the kings *7® .idf^the 
X ptdon.?n toe le^al jurisdiction of toe colony to vtoiel , toe 

oogmsance of the matter belong^, a^ 7\^ny!'XXflnw prZ 
not bo unacceptable to those who like to look int P 

oeodings of by-gone-timea are hero inserted. 



[Before the Superior Council at Quebec.] 

Monday, 29th September, 1749. 

The Coimcil assembled, in which were Mons. the Governor 
G^e^ral, Mons. the I^utendaut, Mons. Varin, Commissioner of Mai ine 
at Montreal, de LaFontaine, Estebe, Gaultier, Perthuis, Counsellor. 
JNouchet, the king s Attorney General, and the Chief Greffier 
lo-dav, in the audience of the Council, the Letters of Gi-ace 
having been read as obtained by Pierre Legardeur, Esquire, 
Sieur Repentigny Lieutenant of a Company of Troops of the de’ 
tachment of the Marine, kept up for the King’s service in this 
“ Louis,” and countersigned par le Roy ” 
Philippeau and “visa Daguesseau,” for remission to Pierre Le 
Gardeur de Repentigny, given at Versailles, in the month of April 
l^t, and sealed with the great seal of green wax, with folds of 
wlk who, uncovered and on his knees, in its presence, affirmed that 

them— that thev contain truth, 
and that he wishes to avail himself of them— the Council has 
ordained, and ordains that the said letters and information be 
communicated to the King’s Attorney General, and copy given to 
the parly civil, to furnish means of opposition within the delay of 
he Ordinance, and that the said Sieur de Repentigny be heard and 
mterropted by M. Jacques de laFontaiue, Counsellor, whom the 
Council has named Commissioner Reporter in the process upon 
toe facts resulting from the said letters and informkon for toe 
interrogatory made, and also communicated to the said Attorney 
General, to be disposed of as to right it shall appertain. 

“ BIGOT ” 



Thctrsday, 2nd October, 1749. 

An extraorffinaiy meeting of the Council being held, at which 
were Mons. the Governor General, Mons. the Jntendant, Mons. 
Lafontaine, Estebe, Gaultier, Perthuis, Briard Counsellor, N'ouchet 
Counsellor Assessor, and the Chief Greffier. The Council having 
Been the letters of grace, pardon, and remission obtained by Pierr? 

Repentigny, Lieutenant of a Com- 
pany of Troops of the Marine, entertained in this country on His 
Majesty s service, the said letters, dated in the month of April last 
signed Louis, and upon the back “ bi/ the King Philippeaur and 
by the side thereof “ vim Daguesneaur and sealed with the great 
seal of green wax, in ribbonds of silk, red and green, by reason of 
committed on the person of Nicholas Jacquin 
Philibert, Mei chant, of this city; information and otlier criminal 
proceedings made at the instance of the Lieutenant General, civil 

^ thT^ f fl^^Lis said city, at the request as well 

of toe said Pluli^rt m his life time, as of Marie Anne Guerin 
his widow, the substitute of the said Attorney General of the King in 
too sajd Prevoeto being joined— the docket {ecrouz) of eelf-impiis^- 
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ment of tlie said Sieuv 29th o/s’aid 

tlic 28tU September last— Ar i„„t,ure of the said letters^ in the 

XXXVII. n^outh, upon the " ngmicU holding audience in presence 

Council Chamber sitting the 0^ 

1836. tije said Sieur *1® truth, hath affirmed that .. 

knees, and alter makii^ _ 4hat they contain the truth, and 

he gave authority to ^ by which arret the Council 

that he wishes to avail ffimseU^^^^^ 

has ordaiued that the ^id ' , ^£ country, and copies of 

cated to t^ *^‘“^®.^Ji!™®?tfcivil,io furnish mcaL of opposition 
the same be given l^P' ^ and that the said Pierre de 
in time fixed by the Cidmanc . ^ Jacques La- 

Repentigny shall be , Q^uncU Commissioner Reporter, 

fontaine. Counsellor, named by letters and information, and 

upon the facts rcsultmg from the smd 1^ fiWing-the 

to^ cause to be ordamed whats^ 

interrogatory ^ V"“ P“ _ confessions and denegatious— the sig- 
Lafontaine, and his answers, c petition of the said Sienr de 

nification the same ,>bilibei^ as well of his said icroux 

Repentigny to f of the arret, with 

of imprisonment, of the said b q her means of 

orderF to provide 'v>‘b>n the d. ay “"rtifi«,te of signifi- 

opposition, if any she have ^ request of the said 

cFfion, made Uie 30th of f ^P^^ber at the^r^^^^^ by the Bailiff 
Widow Philibert to the said bieur K signification 

Thibanlt, signed by her and the said Bmlilh Dy^ 
she declares she has no gromds PP having been 

enUrinement of the said which tustiee bad granted her, 

paid damages and civil interests, rawing of the said letters, 

leaving it for the rest to J“®*^‘®®’ ?“g F ._concfusion8 of the King’s 
notwithstanding ^b® J®*®V ®®®^^®‘^J^ heard and intern- 

fn the said letters of the F,,ancc and Navarre, to 

Louis, by the 

fill nreseut and to come, Greeting . ^ * nonf the Troops, 

supplication of the Sieur de p\^(Jf^8sion of the cathode 

kepi up in our service lu Canada, “'®bmg P having had a 

apostofio and Roman re '"b lodging in his aforesaid 

billet, the 20th J«““®®yV w-t inl TacLnPhili^^ 

quality, at the residence of bV the name of 

Quebec, the latter came to ‘be lodging ot to'injuce her to 

La Palme, with whom the P® 'tion^ tTeeff on the terms wifii 

continue to lodge him, but that not a^ree g 

this person, the said Pluli^rt obsei ved, t accident- 

billet changed ; that the petitioner ^bo f *“at imoi^rt, and in a 



gaudi<QHii]ni 

’UDCoTcnduifl^ 

tL ittlliaSniii 
fOilDlmtlKllil 

[omatioiiut« 

oi^MisoifS 

ittdbyliiqai 



[^tsaDdisii^f 
BIT Ik EE- 



ind 

itioQoffcaii* 

ice,aDdof 4 «l^ 

eOrdiiaw^*? 

Repestipf''!*.^ 

ration 



“Sip 

Ml 



f lod?® “ 

ii¥fs. 



fM 



313 

““ “ •• Vi™, b, CK„ 

tim, allowed himself to be carried away b^hil'T^ **‘**®*^ xxxvfi 
violent, and not satisfied witr^inr^Vb- 

opprobnousaud atrocious abuse ste.?^ the Mtitioner the most looe 
petitioner, finding wreffr;, ruck ^ 

which he was not the Sr drlTL »w *, 4 ® «o.^«ment, of 
at Philibert, who died of it shortly after ♦ ° *n’ *n“de a thrust 

petitioner; that, although this LUort^t" ^e ''®^[®‘ ‘**® 
premeditated desiffn ami at « *«i*iortune occurred without any 

longer the liSf “em • • ®“®°J ^'*®“ 

Qufbec liad raUe J a pSZre^ ‘^*^?®®’ “’® “t 

he ought to be absent, ^and could not nr®°° te thought 

without previously obtaiuL our letters ofZLJ" ^''®®j“‘ 
mission, which he humbly hi prayed is diZf t?® ■■«■ 

causes— willing to prefer merev tJtll.a ^ 
advice of our Council and of of ^e laws, by the 

royal authority, we have to the power and 

remitted and mrdoned and bv tl^^ Repentigny released, 

do release, reSit and 

above exposed, with idl the nains ^ herein 

civil and criminal, which, by reason theroof^h corporal liabilities, 
towards us and justice, an/ extinffuisli incurred 

tumacies, sentences, judgments and arrpf^ decrees, defaults, con- 
place against the petitS We n 

good fame and name, and to his proiSrtv not ^ 

satisfaction made to the party cfvil^fdue ^nd^nTf ® confiscated, 
we also silence perpetual as ^ thi*« ^ done. Impose 

his substitutes present and to come and^un^n^ if (General, 

fore command we our lovLT,d 

Superior Council at QuebeTTn the r holding our 

herein above mention^ c^uVi-ed^L^^^^^^ 

Alters of grace, pari^n rd^^^^ 

the contents thereof to cause the nefitmn^ ^ ^nUrtnee^ and of 
ably and perpetually, d"tiL^ 3 " to enjoy fully, peace- 
troubles and oppc» 8 ition to the cont^rv^^ causing to cease, all 
present himsef/^ for the enUrinemeJt charge that he do 
months, on pain of nullity thereof ^ ^ present within six 

to the end tWt it be ^ and Thl 

letters of remission fortbe e^ovmrn? ?b “r the said 

<»ntenU thereof, by the said ^ieur de Re^"f- ^ ‘*® *®®®‘ 
their form and tenor. Repentigny, according to 

“DiLAFONTAINE." «bioot.» 
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Mr. Viger, the foilo-wing facts : 

“ finally have obtained ^ P , , . ^ot placed, asm our 

. ; •> • ^ 

“ Philibert and M. ^ ' onSTiSi^ot having had no cause of 

.. 2nd. That ®fo?vTn^ 

“ 1 rtlace in 1748, and not in 1736, 

. ;s. «. bw.. >b 

sin, and to aveng 1 . , ^ personal quarrel 



‘ assassin. 



— ^ ‘1 iiretended insuiL maue tu » per- 

and to avenge i death in a personal quarrel 

:: liriiM- *»™. .Ei’SS; 

.. Council, in deaW PhWrt. aud 

“ that day held to ^ be subicctcd to answer tor the 

“ could liot thereafter m reason be sudj^i Philibert. 

« accident towards any *®end^ 

“ 8th. That with respect to toe . ^f Pondicheriy, 

.. the brother of M. Phflibert. in one of toe 
“ shortly after the homicide, it is a fact tl sproveu, 

“ is seen thatM. '\®^®l^°*''?nVh^£gptcmber IHO, with the letters 
“ pcrior Council at Quebec, . P „ „Rserves facetiously Mr. 

.. If grace in his hand, not Philibert’s bro- 

nernent of his letters. ^ ‘huilder of the house to 

pla'.lrarvl^tloor^e^ Zief, and the inscription remains an 
enigma, R. C. 



Quebec, December, 1852. 



errata. 

- m for roputotioD. in 6to line after Chapter, reau 

rc^ut&tiODv 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

^ Constitutional Chap. 

?f The^'^'^^ *"^“‘ ’"'‘‘‘"W ut M'.DtreaTaiTtl'nX^^^ 

Man ■«'';• 

i.»;d^B,.bop of teb«-«u.b„ „d- 

The spring and opening of the navigation of the 
St. Lawience, in 1836, were among the most back- 
ward on record the ice pont at Quebec, which this 
time had formed Itself in an unusiially roufrh man- 
ner, hemp constituted of broken and jammed masses 
throttm up into liillocks, not breaking up unS Te 
8th May An extraordinary quantity of snow had 
fellen in Lower Canada, and throughout the neigh- 

LTSv York. Massachusftts 

The Commissioners, Sir Charles Grey and Sir 
George Gipps, who had attended the Earl of Gosford 
from England were during the late winter, atten- 
tive y engaged in the investigation of the serious 
matters to which their enquiries were d irected by 

- »«■* 

Ibuncs vac frozen. (Qu.bw Gazette, Iitb May. USSJ^***^ 
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1 • Fasv of access to all persons desirous 

p^d <« » f.«fo,>ui« 

i^q-iSSS?S 

significant of the mc\ y, . enquiry, until their 
ous matters committed to th ^ J parliament. 
Reports were laid before the impel im r 

Pis=issii 

Association at Quebec, ’recommended by a rcsohi ^ 
(of which public notice, early f/ri,ral 



the newspapeit.,; , , . . i ^d- 

Committee of the petitioners who had lately ^ 

dressed His Majesty and the t^ 
at ATontreal. on 



ire»ccl His M.jes« and «“ "'“f ^ 
ment, to meet at Montreal, on the Ji , 

hat for this purpose they 

elect at the several places "pele- 

delegates to be present at *\‘'°"arious parts of 

gates were consequejitly named fr iij ^treal. 

adopted, bu- ■' 



the Province, who accordingly m j - a ijirt it 
The following resolutions were 
does not appear that they were practically fo 

up;— 
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“ That an agent or agents be now appointed, and 
do proceed to England, to forward the views of this 
feelect (jreneral Committee. 

“ That the said agent or agents be instructed to 
present and support a petition to His Majesty, praying 
the recall of His Excellency the Earl of Gosford, 
trom the government of this Province ; and that he 
“‘ey, be further instrueted to urge on the atten- 
tion ot His Majesty, and the two Houses of the Im- 
perial Parliament, the petitions presented in the 
British and Irish inhabitants of 
province, praying for justice. 

“ That the Chairman and twelve members of the 
oelect General Committee, be now named a Com- 
mittee to prepare instructions for the guidance of 
^ch agent or agents, in strict accordance with the 
Keports of the several sub-Committees received and 
adopted on the 27th June instant, and with such 
resolutions as have been, or may be, passed by this 
belect General Committee ; and that the said Com- 
mittee do also form a Committee of Correspondence 
with the said agent or agents. 

That this Committee do adjourn to the call of 
the Chairman and ten members, and that twenty 
days notice, at least, be given of the time and place 
of meeting.” ^ 

It is to be observed, however, that the above reso- 
hitions were not generally approved, even by the 
Cons^titutionalists, particularly those in Quebec, and 
for this reason, it is believed, they were allowed to 
lapse. 

Sir John Colborne having been, at his own re- 
quest, owing to a disagreement with the Colonial 
Minister, Baron Glenelg, on public mattei-s in Upper 
Canada, relieved of the government of that Province 
by Sir Francis Bond Head, reached Montreal on the 
1st of February, on his way to England via New 
York. His progress from Toronto to that city had 
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nu been one splendid procession throughout, the inha- 
Chap. ofen one p route turning out to receive 

xixvinhitants along the wHole louie luim ^ 

‘^^the ex-Governor, and accompanying him in vast 

multitudes, in carriages and on horseback, fiom vil- 

laf^e to village. At Montreal he was received with 
the warmest acclamations by the British population 

He remained until the 19th May, when 
with his family to New York, intending to embaik 
for England. At this city he met despatches from 
the Colonial Minister, and from Lord Hill, Com- 
manding in Chief, appointing him 
Chief of the Forces of the two Provinces with the 
local rank of Lieutenant general. Sir John Col- 
borne, after visiting Washington and several other 
parts in the United States, according y returned to 
kontreal, notifying by a general order of the 1 J 
July, 1836, his assumption ol the command ot t 
forces in the Canadas. His return was umversahy 
hailed by the loyal in both Provinces, and lucky tor 

them was it that he did return. • • u Por 

The Earl of Gosford summoned the Provincial 1 a - 
hament acrain to meet on the 22iid of September for 
the despatch of business, and which be opened with 
the speech following : — 

“ Gentlemen of the Legislative Couneil. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Assembly. 

“ The events which marked the close ot the last 
Session of the Provincial Parliament have occasioned 
your being convened at this unusual season ol tne 

^^“^The Address on the state of the Province then 
voted to His Majesty by 

having been laid at the Foot ot the Throne, I tee it 
my duty to avail myself of the earliest opportunity 
of communicating the answer which His ,, 

been graciously pleased to return thereto. ^ ® 
therefore transmit a copy of it, in the usua way, 



the House of Assembly ; and shall, at the same time, 
in obedience to the King’s express commands, place 
befoie both Houses, the instructions under which I 
assumed the Government of this Province, as well as 
^ose addressed to myself and my eolleagues in the 
Koyal Mission. 



Gentlemen of the House of Assembly. 

“In eompliance with the injunetions of His 
Majesty, I have again to recommend to your atten- 
tion the estimates for the current year, and also the 
^counts showyig the arrears due in respect of the 
Oivif Government, whieh were laid before vou 
during the last Session. The King has observed 
that you were induced, in that Session, to grant the 
supplies only for six months, and to prefer the 
complaints contained in your Address, apparently 
in consequence of the publication of a few detached 
plages from the instructions to which I have aUud- 
ed, andl of inferences drawn from them, which a 
knowledge of their entire contents must be expected 
to remove. His Majesty thinks it therefore but just, 
t at you should not be held to be committed to a 
course adopted under a misconception, but should 
have an opportunity of reconsidering your conclu- 
sions with the full information as to the view-s and 
Majesty’s Government, which you 
will derive from the perusal of the whole of the docu- 
ments to be laid before you ; and ho trusts that 
upon your becoming acquainted with their general 
tenor and spirit, you will accede to the application 
which 1 made to you at the commencement of the 
last bession, and which I am commanded now to 
renew, for payment of the arrears due on account of 
the public service, and for the funds necessary to 
carry on the Civil Government of the Province. 

That the business of the Government cannot be 
earned on successfully whilst the salaries of the 
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~ public servants remain unpaid, is too obvious. I hope, 
io leave room for a suspicion on the mind of any one 
— ^that, in making this renewed demand for the hqui- 

dation of these just claims, either ILs Majesty s 
Ministers in England, or I, who bear his delegated 
authority in this Province, can have any object in 
view, separate from the public good. 

“ Gentlemen of the Legislative Council. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Assembly. 

“ As this meeting of the Legislature has been con- 
vened for the purposes I have already mentioned, 
and as a prolonged absence from your homes at this 
particular season of the year, may be attended wth 
inconvenience to you, it is not my present intention 
to recommend any other matters to your considera- 
tion. I cannot, however, refrain from congratula- 
ting you on the summer having passed away without 
any signs of epidemical disease, for which we ought 
to feel deeply thankful, nor from publicly expressmg 
my gratification at the reception I every where met 
with, in my recent visits to different parts of the 

to me matter of the highest satisfaction to 
know, that the exposition which I made to you at 
our first meeting of the views and pohey of His 
Maiesty’s Ministers towards this country, md ot the 
principles which should guide me in the administra- 
tion of its affairs, is fully borne out in the documents 
which I shall lay 'before you, and has met vnth the 
approbation of my Sovereign. From the day 1 
entered on my arduous duties, I have to the yerv 
utmost of my ability acted up to the principles 1 
professed ; nor have I ever ceased to remember, that 
the two first objects of my Government were the 
removal of abuses and die reconcilement of opposmg 
parties. By caution, by forbearance, and by tne 
* • I- ..a. T fri Vio Q liVipral Dolicv* a 
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have sought to promote tlie welfare of the Country rv 
and to gam jmur confidence. If I succeed in thisxSvKi 
lattei ol))cct 1 shall rejoice at it, principally because' 

^ ^ u- T means of doing the greater good ; 

and it 1 fad of success I shall always be consoled by 
the consciousness of haying labored earnestly to 
deserve it. ’ 

Ihe Assembly immediately after receiving his 
Jhxce lency s Speech, resolved that it would, on 

fi!” Committee of 
me \\ hole, to take into consideration the state of the 
Province. 

Ihe following Address in answer to the speech 
was^reed upon by the Assembly, and presented to 
his JiiXcellency : — 



“ May it please Your Excellency : 

“We, His Majesty’s faithful and loyal subjects, 
the Commons of Lower Canada, in Provincial Par- 
liament ^sembled, humbly thank Your Excellency 
for the Speech delivered from the Throne at the 
opening of the present Session. We in like manner 
express our thanks for the promptitude with which 
His Majesty’s Government has, as Your Excellency 
has been pleased to inform us, in compliance with 
the desire expressed by us in the last Session, sent 
so early an answer to the Address then voted by us 
after mature deliberation, upon the State of the’ 
Province. We beg Your Excellency to be assured 
mat that Address contained the faithful and sincere 
expression of our wishes, opinions, and wants ; at 
the same time, that it was calculated to remove 
e\jery doubt respecting the spirit of liberality in 
which this House would receive the necessary reforms 
in the institutions and administrations of the Govern- 
ment of this Province, so long prayed for by this 
branch of the Legislature, and by the body of the 
people. We therefore trust that the answer will be 

q2 
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explicit and satisfactory, and tend speedily to remove 
xxxtmthr obstacles which have hitherto prevented the 
^correction of abuses, the redress ot grievances, and 
the prosperity of the Province. 

“With this hope, whatever inconvenience we 
may suffer from the particular season of the year in 
which the Legislature has been assembled, any per- 
sonal sacrifice will be deemed of little moment ; and 
we be" to assure Your Excellency that, on every 
occassion in which we are called upon to exercise 
the powers entrusted to us, we shall consider it one 
of the highest and most imperative of our duties to 
devote our attention to the removal of the evils 
under which the people of this Province have labour- 
ed and still continue to labour, and to protect them 
from the effects of a system which has corrupted the 
Provincial Government, and which has even driven 
the highest authorities in the Empire to acts and 
measures injurious to the liberties of His Majestj s 

faithful Canadian subjects. 

“ We have not deemed it necessary to enter m 
detail upon the consideration of the various subjects 
adverted to by your Excellency, until such time 
according to promise. Your Excellency ®^all have 
more fully communicated to us the reasons which 
have caused the convocation of the Provincial P 
liament. Your Excellency, in limiting the subjects 
to which you have called our attention under he 
present circumstances, has, no doubt, been ac i 
not only by the motives expressed by your Excel- 
lency, ‘but, moreover, by the consideration to 

although this House has, during the great length ol 
the last Session, zealously laboured for the 
of the Province, and with that view adopted many 
measures which we deemed to be in accordance waW 
the intention of His iSIajesty’s Government. Our 
labours have been rendered abortive, in consequenc 
of the sYstematic rejection by the Legislative toun- 
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cil of all the projects of law calculated to remedy 
the past, to protect the people for the future, to 
enlighten them and advance their moral welfare to 
improve their social and physical condition, and to 
entrust them with those powers and influence in the 
Constitution, the administration of laws, and the 
management ot their local affairs, to which they are 
entitled, and which are guaranteed to them by the 
very principles of Government. 

Ihe circumstance of that body having continued 
unchanged, must necessarily preclude the idea that 
His Majesty intended to harrass the country by the 
repetition, during the present Session, of scenes so 
discreditable to the vicious Constitution, which it is 
notwithstanding, attempted to uphojd. Your Excel- 
lency, as well as the authorities of the Mother Coun- 
try must now be convinced, that the best intentions 
of the head of the Provincial Government, and par- 
tial reforms in the details of the administration 
must constantly prove abortive when opposed to a 
system convulsed by elements essentially adverse 
and in which we behold on the one hand, the peo- 
ple in conjunction with this House, demanding the 
unrestrained exercise of the powers and rights of 
Pritish subjects, with a Government established 
upon a just basis applicable to the condition of the 
Province, together with the maintenance of guar- 
anteed and endeared institutions and on the other 
hand a branch over which the Counfry has no con- 
trol, which has invariably shewn itself hostile to its 
institutions and its inhabitants, and which has not 
ceased to excite and to foster attempts at disor<ran- 
ization, oppression, divisions and hatreds, political 
ascendancy and exclusive rights for one portion of 
the people, and degradation for the mass of Cana- 
dians of every origin, the most attached to the 
permanent interests of the Country, and the best 
adapted to strengthen the Government. It is 
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Chan between these two irreconcileable systems that we 
xxxvm trust His Majesty’s Government have come to a 
'■'^determination, in accordance with o^ humble 
prayers. Hour hopes be realized, we feel certain 
that the rules which Your Excellency declares to 
have guided you in the discharge of your arduous 
duties, caution, forbearance, and the exercise of a 
liberal policy, cannot fail of success. 

“ We are convinced of the sincerity of Your 
Excellency when you declare that you will rejoice 
in having sought to promote the welfare of the coun- 
try and to gain its confidence, and that one of the 
fii^ objects which Your Excellency has endeavoured 
not to lose sight of, has been the removal of abuses. 
We entreat Your Excellency to fulfil, as far as it lies 
in Your Excellency’s power, the arduous task which 
has been assigned to you, and above all we beseech 
Your Excellency, in pursuance of the attachment 
which Your Excellency declares tliat you feel 
towards Canada, to be pleased not to rest satisfied 
with partial and ineffectual reforms, but to ascend 
to the source of the evils under which we suffer, 
and to become the lasting Benefactor of the Country 

^by helping to secure to the people and to this 

Ho^ the exercise of all their rights, to procure the 
repeal of such Legislative enactments as have 
encroached thereon, and the removal of the abuses 
which have fettered the exercise thereof, and to 
introduce in our institutions, particularly in the 
Constitution of the Legislative Council, those changes 
confidently demanded by this House and by the 
people, in such a manner as to fix the Provincial 
Government upon a firm and liberal basis, and 
thereby to afford us a pledge of future prosperity, 
and, conformably to our expressed conviction, many 
years of security, peace and happiness.” 

To this Address, delivered on the 27th of Septem- 
ber, His Excellency replied: 



care',hlrtl“ "'“/dJress, and I shall take 

Swelh *' P">"'“ ""“I' i” my 

bpeeth from the Ihrone, no time shall be lost in 
^ing before you the answer of our most Gracious 

^vereign, to your . Address of last Session, on the 

state of the Province. I shall at the same time cause 
e communicated, the other documents which His 
Majesty has commanded to be presented to you ” 

Un the same day, immediately after making the 
Excellency sent down the follofving 

In pursuance of the intention expressed in his 
Speech, at the opening of the present Session, the 
Governor m Chief transmits to the House of As- 
sembly a copy of the answer which the KiL has 

the State of the Province, voted to His Majesty by 
the Assembly during their last Session; together 
with a copy of the Instructions under 4hict the 
Governor in Chief assumed the Government of this 
^ rovmce, and of those addressed to himself and his 
colleagues, in the Royal Commission. 

“ Downing Street, 

“ 7ih June, 1836. 

My Lord,— His Majesty having had under his 
consideration the Address of the House of General 
i^sembly of Lower Canada, on the state of public 
affairs m th^ Province, has commanded me to con- 
vey to the House, through Your Lordship, the fol- 
lowing answer ; 

‘ The Kmg contemplates with deep regret the ill 
success of His Majesty’s efforts to removi from the 
minds of the Representatives of the people of Lower 
Canada, those distrusts and jealousies with which 
they appear unfortunately to have been affected. 
Conscious, however, that His measures have been 
dictated by an earnest solicitude for the welfare of all 
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Chap classes of His Canadian Subject, nnmixed vvith any 
sxxvFii motive of a less just and libera character, His 
Majesty awaits with tranquillity the result of this 
long and painful discussion, assured that when the 
misconceptions of the moment shall have passed 
away, His labours for the prosperity of Lower Canada, 
will be repaid by the confidence of the inhabitants 
of that Province, of whatever class or national origin. 

“ His Majesty is sustained and encouraged in these 
hopes by observing that, the House of Assembly were 
led to grant the supplies only for six months, and to 
prefer their present complaints, apparently in conse- 
quence of the publication of some detached passages 
from my Despatch of the 17th of last July, on ^ujch 
passages the House have founded the remark that 
die researches authorized by His Majesty for the 
purpose of ascertaining the means of doing justice 
to His Canadian Subjects, were on several of the 
most essential points, limited by pre-conceived 
opinions and anticipated decisions. 

“ This supposition, even if it had received any 
countenance from the insulated extracts from niy 
instructions to you and your colleagues m the Canada 
Commission, which were brought under the notice 
of the House of Assembly, would have been entirely 
removed if the House had been in possession of the 
whole of those instructions. They would have found 
not only that the general tenor of those Instructions 
favored an entire freedom of enquiry and judgment 
by the Commissioners, but that the most unequivo- 
cal lantrnage had been studiously employed, for ttie 
express puqiosc of counteracting the opposite opimon. 
I know not how it would have been possible to ha\e 
expressed His Majesty’s gracious intentions in terms 
stronger or more unambiguous. In my Despatch o 
the 17th July last, I stated that, “ although your duty 
as Commissioners would be exclusively to enquire, 
to deliberate, and to report, yet within tfip sphere 
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of that duty you were placed under no restrictions r, 
exoeptmg such «, the necessity of thecoso, or “„" 

own judgments might prescribe.’ ^ 

1 concluded my instructions by disclaiming ‘ the 
ILTh ? of fettering your discretion%r of 

Sml f exercise of your own 
judgments, either as to the subjects of enquiry, or 
the opinions at which you may arrive.’ I observed 
that in the course of your investigation new topics 
ould occur to you, and new views of topics already 
fainiliar would present themselves. ‘ You will no? 

I added, on any occasion, or for any reason, shrink 
rom the explicit declaration of your sentiments. You 
tfeciine any enquiry, the prosecution of 
cS “ ■'>' Colony or to the 

“ If the whole of my despatch of the 17th July had 
been before the House of Assembly, they would 

eipITi ‘r passages, a suffi- 

cient disproof of the supposition that your enquiry 

or .’.ioi! 

S, ^ approaching this sub- 

ject, I recorded reasons which strongly enforce the 

® existing Constitu- 

tion of Provincial Government. In every part of His 
extensive dominions, it has been the constant object 
of His Majesty to correct real abuses, and to intro- 
duce such improyements as the existing state of 
society, and the deliberate voice of public opinion 
have appeared to demand. But to reconcile neces- 
sary changes with the stability of political and social 
institutions has been no less an object with His 
Majesty. At once to reform in the spirit of the Con- 
stitution, and to oppose changes conceived in a con- 
trary spirit, IS a duty which the King will never 
shrink from avowing his intention to fulfil 

In conformity with this rule you were directed 
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riinn to ‘ apply yourselves to the investigation of this pai t 
xSiof the general subject, endeavouring to ascertain 
— ■ — how far the Legislative Council has really answ’ered 
the original objects of its institution, and consider- 
ing of what amendments it may be susceptible. 
You were also informed that when your ‘ Report should 
have been received. His Majesty would take into 
his most serious consideration the questions whether 
there are any amendments in the law on this sub- 
ject, which it would be fit to propose for the consi- 
deration of the Imperial Legislature, and which, 
being founded on the principles and conceived in 
the spirit of the Act of 1791, may be calculated to , 
render tlie practical operation of that statute more 
conformable to the wishes and intentions of its 

framers.’ . . , 

“ If it be enquired what definite meaning is to be 
attached to the terms which I have thus employed, I 
answer that the principle of the Constitution of 1791, 
is, that there shall be two distinct and independent 
Houses of Legislature. Adhering to this general 
principle, it remains for your lordship and youi- col- 
leagues, acting on the instructions addressed to you 
as Commissioners, to enquire how the most effectual 
means can be taken for securing such a Legislative 
Council as shall enjoy at once a due share of public 
confidence, and a hill exercise of an enlightened and 
independent judgment on all matters submitted tor 

its consideration. . 

“ The fears of some and the hopes of others, have 
placed a more narrow construction on the extracts 
of my Despatch of the 17th July. In disavowing 
that meaning I make no new concession, but siniply 
adhere to the view’s w'hich I was honored by his Ma- 
jesty’s commands, to express before. Such as the 
intentions of His Majesty’s confidential advisers were 
■' on this subject in July last, such they still continue. 

“ The Address further advances a complaint con- 
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Execurive Government of Lower ch 

She?1ntU99^ ^‘"l‘ "ot find a place 

!llr ? i j resolutions of 1834 or in any of the — 

earlier Addresses or votes of the House of Assembly 
The house now, however, state the necessity ofestab- 
hsbng in the Province what is termed 4 rSorl 
popular government.’ ^ 

oils spns expressions in their obvi- 

do not SvJf'" *i«PPy to declare that they 

ao not advance beyond the principles by which it is 

Sli'menrof that the Executive Gov- 

It is His ivr • ^^oada should be administered. 

eLTv th« f„ll and 

i he afforded to the llepre- 

Sed'bf /l important measLs 

^opted by the government; that the Assembly 

ing explain- 

ing both to the King, himself, and to His Majesty’s 

teKrr""’ thairophJS 

imputed misconduct of any public officer, with 

the Representative, 

In tl^ I- ’ he responsible directly 

be close^”^ the Imperial Parliament, should 
should bn 1 ““Pf ly investigated, that means 
m^m within 7b"®i to trial and punish- 

tT. wbn ^ 7 such officer 

^haj-ge any malversation in office may 

taken foVtr 7"' should be 

offlnL • ^ co-operation of all subordinate 

oHicers in every measure advised by the Legislature 

of HrMa“ity,^{,bj’eots’^“* '‘‘® "'“^® 

LowS" P * statute respecting the tenures of iLd in 
Lower Canada. If the House had been in posses- 
sion of my Despatch of the 17th July, they would 





Chap probably have waived this application. They ;vould 
x^ZiLve been aware that the reluctance of the King, o 
'-^recommend to Parliament any measure which could 
be plausibly represented as an unnecessaa'y mtertcr- 
ence with the internal affairs of the Province, is the sin- 
gle obstacle to the introduction of aBill on that subject. 

‘‘ The Address proceeds to demand the repeal oi 
the Act and the revocation of the Charter under which 
the British North American Land Company is incor- 
porated, and the resumption of the lands which have 
been sold to them. 1 shall not, I trust, be thought 
forgetful of wdiat is due to the privileges and dignity ot 
the House, if I do not shrink from the avowal ot any 
opinion deliberately entertained by the Ministers ot 
the Crown, though it be not in accordance with the 
sentiments of the Representatives of the Canadian 
people : I must, therefore, state that His Majesty s 
Government cannot proceed to the consideration ot 
the questions raised by the Assembly respecting t e 
British North American Land Company, unless it 
can first be established in due course of law that the 
claim of the Company to their corporate character 
and to their lands is invalid. No considerations, how- 
ever urgent, of temporary or apparent expediency, 
not even the desire to conciliate the good will ot the 

Assembly of Lower Canada— than which no motive 

can be of greater weight,— could reconcile Ris 
Majesty to a measure, the principle of which wouia 
endanger the foundation of all proprietary titles, and 

all social rights. . 

“ The remaining topics embraced in the 
require, on the present occasion, no very lengthened 
notice, because, when attentively consideicd, tia 
document does not appear to advance any princip® 
respecting them essentially different from those wine 
are admitted or maintained in my Despatch ottie 
17th of July. vi„ 

“ Respecting Judicial independence, the Assem . 
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frankly admit the entire coincidence between the n 
op.mmis of H.S Majesty’s Ministers and their own. 

With regard to the settlement and management-^ 
of the uncleared lands, and to all queslTons of 
hnance, I trust I am not mistaken in supposing that 
no essential difference in principle exists between 
the sentiments contained in the Address, and those 
expressed in my despatch of the 17th July. 

T to the preceding remarks,. 

I conceive myself entitled to state, that there did 

tial tlie last Session any real or substan- 

tial difference of opinion between the Ministers of 
the CroAvn and the House of Assembly, on any ques- 
tion regarding which His Majesty’s Govemm^t felt 
at liberty to take any immediate proceedino-s. No 
single complaint had been alleged which had not 
been either promptly removed, or made the subject 
of impartial enquiry. No mal-administration of the 
^airs of the Province was imputed to your Lordship. 
Without any actual controversy with the Executive 
Government, the House, however, declined a 
compliance with the proposition to provide for 
the arrears^ and for the supplies pending the encpiirv. 

His Majesty does not deny that this is a power «diich 
the law has entrusted to the representatives of the 
people. But he cannot admit that, on the present 
occasion, the recourse to the exercise of that power 
can be attributed to any indisposition on the part of 
His Majesty to accord the fullest measure of justice 
to His Canadian subjects. On a review of all the 
arcumstances of the case. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment are led to the conclusion, that the course pur- 
sued by the House is to be ascribed to the misappre- 
hension of the tenor of your Lordship’s instructions, 
induced by the publication of a few detached passa,.es 
fi-om them 1 our Lordship will, therefore, communi- 
cate to he House a complete copy of those instructions, 
and will renew your application for the arrears now 
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-due to the public officers, and for the funds neces- 
I sary to carry on His Majesty service. 



The message and documents accompanying it were 
referred to the Committee of the whole House on the 
state of the Province, which w'as to sit on that day. 
The Assembly, after deliberating in Committee during 
several sittings, finally reported on the 30th Septem- 
ber, an Address to His Excellency, which was adopt- 
ed on a division of 58 to 6,* and presented on the 3rd 
October, to His Excellency, in the following terms 

“ We, His Majesty’s faithful and loyal subjects, 
the Commons of Lmver Canada, in Provincial Parlia- 
ment assembled, respectfully approach Your Excel- 
lency for the purpose of further replying to certain 
parts of the Speech which it pleased Your Excel- 
lency to deliver at the opening of the present Ses- 
sion ; also to a Despatch from His Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonics, dated Downing- 
street, 7th June, 1836, which, with various docu- 
ments, you were pleased to cause to be laid, accoi- 
ding to jiromise, before us. _ _ 

“ Referring to our Address to His Majesty on the 
State of the Province, dated 26th February, 1836, 

» Ykas— Messieurs Amiot, Bardy, Baruard, Bertlie.ot, BertranJ, 
Besserer, Blanchard, Blanehet, Boufiard, Boutiilier, Careat^ 
rier, Cote, Courteau, Ddligny, Desaunicr, De Tonnancour, DeVVitt, 
Jacques Dorion, Pierre Antoine Doriou, Charles Drolct, Josepa 
Toussaiut Drolct, Dubord, Fortin, Fraser, Girouai-d, Goiibout, 
Grannis, Hebert, Hotchkiss, Huot, Jobin, Kimber, Knight, hacoste, 
Lafontaine, Lajoie, Larue. Lefraucois, Letoumeau, Marquis, ei - 
leur, Mtjthot. Morin, Mousseau, O’Callaghan, Perrault, 
Raymond, Roebrune dit Laroque, Scott, Simon, 1 ache, i> « 
Charles Taschereau, Joseph Andr4 Taschereau, Toomy, Iruuei 
and Viger. — 58. 

Nays. — Messieurs Blackburn, Clapham, Power, Stuait, 
and Wood. — 6. 



“ Your most obedient servant, 



(Signed,) “ GLENELG.” 




I 



S3S 



«r tlie liiiiiu; 
etrice, 



at servact, 

“Gl®' 

acconipaii\’i!igb 
e whole HoDSfd 
astositook 
pCommitift*: 
lontheJWii 
icy, which fsiE 
IprescDteilffls 
hefolowii^ffl 
J andioTals 



errcplyii^fiic 
pleased kh 



lies, oaieaw' 
, withTsncfij^ 
[isetoleh*^* 

Idthfehf^'' 



Iff. 



1836. 



WC assure Your Excellcucj, as we have already done rh 
wcasion, that it contained the faithful 
expression of the views, opinions and wants of this' 
Ilouse, as well as of the people whom it represents. 

We have not as yet been able to discover anv mis- 
conceptions, or any misunderstandinff on our part 
of a nature to change the views which we then 
entertained on the divers subjects treated therein, 
w other means for their accomplishment. 

We still believe It to be our duty, as well as for the 
^vant^e of the people, to persist in the same 
demands, in the same declarations, and particularly 
m the demand of an elective Legislative Council. 

Our opinion on the position of the country at the 
present epoch, as expressed in our answer "to Your 
Excellency, dated the twenty-fourth of this month, 
will shew how lU justified we should have been in 
departing therefrom. We trust that His Majesty’s 
Government wi 1 not, after mature deliberation, 
entertain any doubt as to the correctness of our 
statenients and assertions, particularly of the neces- 
mty of changing, conformably to the prayers of this 
House and of the people, a branch of the Legisla- 
ture which has, with narrow and self-interested 
views, and moved by party spirit, interposed itself 
ot late more than ever between the Country and 
Metropolitan State, and destroyed all our attempts 
to aid in the reparation of abuses, and by causing 
the result of our labours to reach the foot of the 
Ihrone, to enable His Majesty’s Government to con- 
firm us in the belief of the sincerity of its intentions 
and promises. Me respectfully submit, that although 
the evils and grievances which oppress the country 
ave not been caused bj us, we have spared no 
pains to terminate the same : those efforts have aU 
tailed in that branch, and we are firmly convinced 
that all measures of a just and liberal nature will 
hereafter constantly faU therein. The remedy is 
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p, Within the reach of His Majesty’s Governtnent. We 
shall see it applied with the most lively satisfaction, 
"■'"'InThoweier^rincere may be His Majesty’s desire to 
witness the entire removal of the grievances of the 
country, we can furnish in proof of a desire equally 
sincere on our part, the manner m which we pro- 
mised, in our Address above mentioned, to welcome 
the reforms which we still expect, and the spirit of 
liberality and concession which accompanied that 

expression of our hopes. . 

‘‘ There is in the more recent dispositions of the 
Government, in reference to the full and unrestrained 
exercise of the rights of this Legislature, a point 
which bears essentially on the character of the pre- 
sent Legislative Council, which we pray His Majesty 
not to lose sight of; that is, that although in principle. 
His Majesty’s intention of leaving to the ProMiicial 
Legislature the repeal of certain injunous laws, and 
the adoption of new provisions favorable to the insti- 
tutions Ld to the liberties of this Province, m what- 
ever concerns its particular interests, be constitutional 
in its nature, and a wise acknowledgment even o 
the principle of our position, the effect theieof ha 

been,andwillbepracticallyimpossible,inconscquence 

of the anomaly which the existence of the saidLeps 
lative Council has created in the Legislature of t 
Province. And we express our constant and un- 
alterable conviction, guided by the principles of the 
Constitution itself and a long and sorrowful exper 
ence, that this state of violent opposition cannot b 
changed until the principle of „ 

be introduced into the constitution of the said boun 
cil, so as to have a second distinct branch, agieeao y 
to what the existing state of society and the dc i er 
voice of public opinion require, and which shall enj 
at once a due share of public confidence and a Ml 
exercise of an enlightened and independent ju g™ ’ 
a result so much to be desired, that, in the sai 
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of \lf fhe Crown have found therein 

\Va fl ‘ r principles of the Act of 1791 

therefore dare to flatter ourselves that the pr^ 
tensions and errors of the past will be forgotten, Ld 

extend If-f ^ question will be considered in its full 
extent, m its connection as well with the princinles 
^ with the practice of the Constitution, and nof as 
regards peculiar reluctances or preconceived opinions 
respecting which it has pleased Ilis xMa\estT the 
saidrDespatch, to reniovi our fears coiSng Z 

“ What we have stated above relative to the opera- 
tion in the Province itself of a Legislature fr^e to 
uniif Us own interests, induces us to hope that, 
until tljere be an essential change in the Legislative 
Council, His Majesty, whilst desirous of adhering lo 
his benevolent inclination of abstaining from e?erv 
act which could be represented as an^nnecesS 
inter\ ention in the internal affairs of the Province 
and thereby even oppose himself to every legislative 

dfc.f°" ® ^letropolitan State tending to 

destroy that large basis, would be pleased to take 
nto his consideration the pure and simple repeal bv 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom, of the Act 
commonly called the Tenures’ Act, and of that pasted 
in favor of the Land Company, as not being opposed 
thereto, inasmuch as the Canadian Legislature^never 

^cts against 

which this House and the people have, from the 
commencement, universally protested, and as their 
opposition to the rights, laws and institutions of this 

subject of controversy. 
We therefore persist in praying that, until the Bill 
p^sed on several occ^ions by this House for the ah- 
ropation of the said Tenures’ Act be favorably re- 
ceived m a Legislative Council disposed to give effect 
wn. 1 ?°^ intentions. His Majesty’s Government 
would be pleased to assist in otherwise accomplishing 
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the repeal demanded, which would enable us to re- 
establish order in the important question of lands 
and of proprietary law, and to accomphsh, for the 
advantage and happiness of the inhabitants of the 
countr^and of the other of His Majesty’s subjects, 
the views expressed in our said Address. ^ ^ 

“ It is for the same reasons that we persist in de- 
manding likewise the repeal of ]he Act passed in 
favor of the Land Company, and of the pnvileges 
which that Act pretended to confirm. Ihe conm- 
derations of public and private law which cause us 
to take a view of this subject different from that taken 
by His Majesty’s Ministers in the said Hespatch, are 
too numerous and too palpable to be detailed at this 
moment. We shall pass over, also, in silence, the 
rights peculiar to the people of this Province, and 
the cirLinstances, painful to us under which that 
Act was passed, and those privileges granted ; and 
we shall abstain from pointing out the rneans at the 
disposal of the government to settle this question 
wit?i justice to all parties. We shall merely ad , 
that every day convinces us the more, that the prin- 
cipal tendency of that Company is to maintmn that 
division of people against people, amongst the dif- 
ferent classes of His Majesty’s subjects, 
in common with all the evils resulting therefrom, 
been fostered iii times past, with too much success, 
by corrupt administrations, • 

Neither can we forbear from here pointing out 
what we conceive to be, independent of its constant 
connection with the system of Metropolitan ascend- 
ancy and Colonial degradation, a grand error in th 
disposal of the public domain of this. Province lha 
is, that in granting the lands nominally un 
tenure of firee and common soccage, w^ i , 
upon views of free and prosperous colomza , 

with a due respect for the laws of the country, w , 
in feet, be a desirable tenure ; the advantages thereoi 
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tne luture rights and interests of the mass of nrf.i-il 
seulers who »„„Id „„ 

et,e of .lugmentmg that quantity by unlimited acoiii 
s tions dangerous to the liberties oV the Se Tn 

^Jr^hkh die" numerous other vices 

the said grant is tainted the Kirw»’o 
Iimsters cannot he so unacquainted with the subjef t 

settlement of 1 ^ ^ 

seiuement of an immense extent of the nuhi;/. lor.^ 
can be wi Adra^n from the control of t SSfufe 
?iduJs! unrestrained directiof of indi-’ 

aJa Province of certain preten- 

tr, h whose powers and attributes are not 

L "k Constitution or in anTw 

by the^^ExP ^ 1 *"" alleged, by Your Excellency and 

Stet?L®eSff of 1“ the Metropolitan 

Oldie as being of a nature to retard till a future 

period, the restoration of order and the introduction 

w^ taMot’^Pr^'^T^' demanded by the people, that 
r,Ko refrain from here making a few genera! 

observations which must have attracted the atfention 
of every p bhc man. We believe that thts Ho^ 
of • 1 f?*timate and authorized organ of all classes 

Sat its “sr 

wisims «n^ St expressions of their 

wishes and of their wants. We believe that the im- 
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^1, that the vices of our political institutions remain un- 

— ^he naralvzcd in its functions, by the support given 
to the Legislative Council; that no essenUal reform 
has been hitroduced as yet into the Administration 
rfor the removal of abuses ; that the Executive and 
Judicial authorities have presei-v'cd and manifested 
the same character of a faction combmed against he 
liberties of the country, and its public propeity, 
udien we perceive that prejudicial inquiries m oppo- 
above motioned cfeelaration 
as vet been abanuoned when, m fine, the Lxecu 
tive Government of the Province, doubtless in obe- 
dience to the specisd order of the authority winch 
appointed it, has had recourse, since the last session, 
to\lie practice of disposing of the ^ 
the Province, without the consent ot this House. 
Thus the state of the country having therefoie re- 
i!abe?L same, we believ'e it to be our ^ 
dutv to adhere unalterably to the conte 
sakl Address of the 26th of Eebruary last as weU^ 
to our previous declarations; and to them 

^^“In reference now to the demand ."'hich Your 

Excellency has renewed under existing ou;cunistancM 

Sv relying on the salutary maxim, that the 
tiicS ...<i Ae redress of F,cv.n«, 

opAioD Am Aero fe noAing to 
our resolution of tlie last session. nUtaia 

will bear in mind that our- determination to obtain 
iusticc by means warranted by the best 

and by Aespiritof the Const, tut^«K 

i was taken at a more distant ^ de- 

I r, mark of our confidence m you, we temporaiily ae 

’■ parted fiom that determinauon by ''«tmg a b PJ> J 

L six months. We assure Your Excellency, as 
as His Majesty’s Government, that in that act, 
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we look upon as a mark of our liberality, we were pk 

Eniusf o? nor by anyxxxX 

of Hi, M intentions-^ 

said conclusion of our '''«• 

J!d of of our motives, 

to ward off, the same circumstances, as well L the 
p evious consideration of the salutary principle above 
referred to, render it incumbent on LI in thb pre^ nt 
^‘tjourn our deliberations un^til His 
Majesty’s Government shall by its acts, especially bv 
rendering the second branch of the Legislature loil 
formable to the mshes and wants of the'people! have 
commenced the great work of justice W re£ 
and created a confidence which alone can crowH 

‘‘Amidst the closing events of the last session, 
there is one circumstance in particular which we 

bvTlf^ A ^ f sufficiently noticed 

by ILs Majesty’s Government-that is: i^vas hot 
tiis House, but the Legislative Council which de- 
S-1^ ^ P[ovincial Administration of the resources 
which nnii d have been at its disposal, and which 
placing Itself between the Crown and the People in 

iffX f if ‘'T to the Representatives 

ot the latter, has prevented the free gift of the Com- 
mons to reach the Throne. 

“ In concluding this Address, we shall again express 
our belief in Your Excellency’s sincerit/and iiUen- 
tions, and wc flatter ourselves that under different 
circumstances and with more direct powers. Your 
xcellency would have sooner helped to obtain' the 
change which we await. If such a change had taken 
place, the good understanding whicfi has hitherto 
existed between this House and Your Excellency 
notwithstanding the difficulties of our respective po- 
sitions, would lead us to expect the most bappy 
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Obap. results from Your Excellency’s desire to advance Uie 
xxxviii prosperity of the country. 

To this His Excellency replied 
“ Mr. Speaker, and 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

“ For the portions of this Address which are di- 
rected to me personally, I cannot but thank you. 
At the same time my sense of public duty , and tie 
warm interest I take in the welfare of the Province, 
compel me frankly to address to you my deep regret 
at the conclusions you have come to. 

“ The determination you express never to resume 
vour functions under the existing Constitution, vir- 
tually deprives the country of a domestic Legislature 
and places it in a situation in which the greatest 
embarrassments must be felt until a remedv can be 
applied by the supreme authorities of the Empire. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your Address shall be transmitted to England 

with the least possible delay. _ i 

His ExceUency, on the following day, went doun 
in state to the Council Chamber, and prorogued the 
Parliament with the following short and pithy speech. 

“ Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
f t£ Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

\ “ There being no longer any prospects of a good 

■ result from the message, which, by the commands 

: our Most Gracious Sovereign, I communicated a tew 

i days an^o to the House of Assembly, I hasten to p 

f anen^to this session, and to enable you to return to 

i your homes. , , r 

f: “ The object of convoking the present Pay’!™® 

I was to make a renewed effort on the pait o i £ ‘ 

I icsty to restore some interval of repose to His ta - 

I dian people. I lament, however, that instead ot 

f awaitimr the development of those measures whicn 
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aie in preparation, but wliicli, to be effectual, must Chap, 
be matured with time and attention, a more hasty 
decision continues to be insisted upon, and the Pro- 
Vince IS even threatened with the abandonment, by 
one branch of the Legislature, of the duties confided 
to It by die Constitution ; — without dwelling on this 
inauspicious project, I will merely observe that, if it 
be pemsted in, number of temporary Acts in 
Lower Canada, and the importance of some which 
are not long hence to expire, must give peculiar effect 
m this Province to a decision, which, in no country 
endowed with powers of domestic legislation, could 
be otherwise than a severe privation, and source of 
public suffering. 



“ Gentlemen, 

In taking leave of you, I will only express the 
hope I am unwilling to forego, that, however the 
political embarrassments of the country may appear 
to multiply around us, the inherent elements of pros- 
perity and contentment which it contains may tri- 
umph over all adventitious causes of difficulty,” 

The Assembly had been in session from the 22nd 
beptember to the 4th October inclusively (13 days) 
but no bill whatever had passed, two only being in- 
troduced, one for the appointment of an Agent in 
the L lilted Kingdom; the other, as at the previous 
session, to amend the Constitutional Act, in so far as 
related to the constitution and formation of the Legis- 
lative Council, neither of which had reached the tlurd 
reading* when the prorogation took place. 

The following, in reference to the reform of the 
Legislative Council, as insisted upon by the Assem- 
bly, IS from Mr. Neilsoii’s Quebec Gazette, 19th 
August, 1836 : — 



1 

i 



‘ LOWER CANADA POLITICS. 

“ The Quebec Mercury, of last evening contains a 
second letter on the Canadas, copied from the 
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Chap London Times of the ISthJune. The writer is cer- 
KXTmtainly much better acquainted with the pubhc af- 
— ^ fairs of the Provinces than most of the persons who 
write in the London papers ; but he falls into some 
errors. It was only latterly that Mr. Hume took 
any active part in stirring up mischief m Canada, 
and we believe he is more in4ebtcd to love of theo- 
ries and an intermeddling disposition for any harm 
that he has done, than any vicious motives. 

“ The whole of the difficulties in the Canadas which 
have now retarded the prosperity and diminished 
the happiness of their inhabitants for many years, 
proceed from the notion of the abolition of the Le- 
gislative Coimcil. Neither Mr. Hume, nor Jlr. 
Viger, nor Mr. Mackenzie, are the authors of it. 

' It was first ^itated in the Assembly of Lower Ca- 
nada, in 1831, and Mr. Viger, who had lately been 
called to the Council, was opposed to it. it did 
not even originate in Canada; was never asked tor 
by the petitions from any portion of the country, be- 
fore it was introduced into the Assembly; 
twice negatived in that body: viz, in 1831 and m 
1832 by the same House who adopted it in iooo. 
The Elective Council was a substitute proposed by 
the late Mr. Thomas Lee, in 1831; but not acted 

on at the time. i- .u t 

“ The idea of annihilating one branch of the Le^s- 

lature originated in England. It was the offspring 
of a place hunting propensity among persom there 
in some degree connected with Lower. Unada. 
An agent had been recommended bjr the Canada 
Committee of 1828 ; the nomination of the Assem- 
bly had failed by disagreement with the Council, and 
Mr. Labouchere had refused to act officially , as i 
might place liim in opposition with his duty as a 
Member of Parliament. A reformation in the com- 
position of the Council was commenced, and it was 
mssing every Bill which the Assembly had com- 
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plained of its not passing; in fact there was greater 
larmonj m the colony, more doing for its ad- xxxvni 

v^cement than ever had been done in the same 

Ume before. But there were people in England 
ho were in want of advancement. It was under 
these circumstances that a book was written and print- 
ed in England in 1830, and sent out to Canada, 
recommending the abolition of the Legislative Coun- 
cil. I his book bore the name of the late Dr. La- 
terriere, but was written by Mr, John Arthur Roe- 
buck, the s^e who had written and published a 
y phlet at Quebec, in 1822, in favour of the union 
of the Provinces. The notions of this book were 
adopted by sonie persons on the River Chambly, and 
unfortunately, m the end by Mr. Papineau, tlie 
Speaker, who got Mr. Bourdages to move a resohi- 
Uon to that effect m the Session of 1830-31. Mr. 
Roebuck has then the sole merit of the proposal to 
destroy one of the co-ordinate branches of*lhe^Lower 
Canada Legislature, which has had such an in- 
jurious effect on the Province ; and Mr. Roebuck is 
gent of the Assembly, m England, with a salary 

fn sterling, a year, paid 

in full m good bilk on London. All this is matter 
r, which can be supported by indisputable evi- 
dence, but of which the writer in the Times was 
probably not aware.” 

The Legislature of Upper Canada being stiU in 
session, an Address, shortly after the prorogation of 
that of this Province, was voted by the Assembly to 
Ills Majesty, praying for the annexation of the City 
and Island of Montreal to that Province. ^ 

The Executive Committee of the Quebec Consti- 
tiitional Association, elected in December, 1835, (and 
of winch Mr. Andrew Stuart had been Chairinan 
since Its formation, in December, 1834, until the time 
when, retiring from it at his own recpiest, he was 
succeeded by Mr. John Ngilson,) made, at a general 
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Cha„ meeting of the l>ody on the oth December of the 
Sn present year, their annual report of proceedings for 
— the previous twelvemonth, concluding as lollous. 

1836. o Committee, on a brief review of the position 
of the members of the Association and petitioners 
since the last annual report submit, that although 
nothing has been actually done to alleviate the evils 
of which they complained to His Jlajcsty and the 
Imperial Parliament, they see no reason for des- 

^ “ Whatever may be the lamentable w'eakness ex- 
hibited by the Colonial Executive, the Committee 
arc persuaded that at least there is a desire on the 
part of His Majesty to do justice to the Province, 
And to maintain the necessary povyers and preroga- 
tives of the Crown, so as to enable him to give these 

the desired effect. , 

“The inhabitants of Upper Canada, on an apnea 
to them by the Crown, have effectually disenthralled 
themselves from the dominion of men who had com- 
bined with the prevailing party in the -^sseinblv ot 
this Province to subvert the established Constitution 
of the Canadas, and perpetuate the evils of which 
we complain. That Province is now aflordiiig un- 
controvertible evidence of the benefits which maj 
be derived from the existing Constitution, "’dh 
Assembly cultivating liarmony with the other 
branches of the Legislature, and co-operalmg m t 
liberal and beneficent views so often expressed m 
the British Government. All our Sister Colonies o 
this Continent arc also promoting their own welra^, 
under a Constitution in principle similar to that 
the Canadas, and in harmony with the general gov- 
ernment of the empire. . ir .u ♦ mnfh 

“ The Committee cannot flatter itself, mat mi 
1 good has resulted from its own labours as detailed m 

the present report. , ■, 

“ It has, however, kept constantly m mind that a 
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a duty imposed upon it, by the members of the cIuid 
A ssociatioii and the petitioners, to support their xxxvL 
petition before the Royal Commissioners On sev- 
eral heads of enquiry, it will be seen that the Com- 
mittee has been heard, but it has to regret that on 
one most important poiirt, the state of the represen- 
tation, the documents which were in preparation 
have not yet been completed, and the duty as well 
ot completing these, as of making such further re- 
presentations as may be caUedfor, will devolve upon 
their successors in office. ^ 

“It will also be their duty to lay before you the 
proceedings had by the Select General Committee 
at Montreal, as well at the meeting in June, as at 
their late adjourned meeting, in the last month, 
when they shall be received. ^ 

“ The Committee may, however, presume that the 
lollowing clauses of their instructions have not been 
lost sight of in the enquiries of the Royal Commis- 
sioners, VIZ : — 

“ There is one complaint closely connected with 
the topic referred to, of which I do not find any 
notice in the resolutions of the Assembly. The 
Constitution of Lower Canada consists of various 
branches or members, to each of which Parliament 
has assigned such functions as were thought neces- 
sary to counterbalance the danger of a^use in the 
other organs of Government. 

“ If the balance be disturbed, a counterpoise would 
be required to rectify the disturbance. It is earnestly 
inamtamed by many, that the House of Assembly 
docs iiotsupply a fair representation of the Canadian 
1 eople ; that the constituencies throughout the Pro- 
Vince are so aiTanged as to ensure the return of a 
much larger proportion of Members in the interest 
ol the Canadians of French descent, than is warrant- 
ed either by their numbers or their property • and 
that neither the commercial interest, nor the land- 
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Chap, holders in the Townships, are protected in the po- 
xxxviii pular branch of the Legislature ^\ith anj just regard 
—r to the importance, or to the wealth and number of 
the persons employed in those classes. The Cana- 
dianV of British descent have been therefore, it is 
said, accustomed to look to the Legislative Council 
for defence against the partialit;y which they ascribe 
to the Members of the House ol Assembly. ^ 

“ It will be necessai^ for you to enquire into the 
truth of these allegations. This duty, indeed, you 
are bound to perform, with a view to the general in- 
terests of the colony, even independently ot any 
reference to its bearing on the constitution oi the 
Legislative Council. The number of persons ot 
Brmsh or of French birth or origin actually sitting 
in the Assembly will, of course, afford a most per- 
fect criterion of the influence by which their seats 
may have been obtained, and of the course^ po icy 
to which they will habitually incline. The ma- 
terial question respects the national character ana 
prepossessions rather of the several constituencies, 
thah of the different Members. Lower Canada 
must also be viewed as a country in which the limits 
of settlement and cultivation are continually 
widening. It requires therefore an elective system, 
resting on a principle such ^ shall accommodate 
itself to changes which are taking place in the cir- 
cumstance of the Electors, with a magnitude and 
rapidity to which there is no parallel m the commu- 
nities of Europe.” 

The Committee terminate as follows 

“ The late meeting of the Legislature has furnislied 

additional evidence if any were wanting, t a 
the Province cannot enjoy the benefit of gooU go - 
eminent, an independent administration ofjustice.an 
a beneficiallocal Legislature, until there is a retom 
in the representation in the House ot Assem . , 
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founded upon the combined principles of territory ch*n 

. atioiij so that the British and Ii'ish inhab- XXXVUI 

itantsand othep not of French origin may have that'~' 
share in tip choice of the Members to which they 
are entitled That such a reform will ever be el 

in^ m consem of the present overwhelm- 

ing majonty of Members, elected by a distinct con- 
stituency whose peculiar prejudices are incessantly 
exited agmnst their fellow-subjects not of French 
naponal origin, cannot reasonably be expected. 

• Committee trust, however, to the sense of 

justice which prevails in the Parliament of the 

f *1, ’'''horn all parties have appealed, 

mid to the settled adherence of men of British and 
Irish origin, to the principles of the British Consti- 
tution, as well as to their persevering character for 
nnal success in obtaining justice. 

“ The Committee can rely with perfect confidence 
on the warm attachment of the petitioners to the 
counties of their birth and of their ancestors, to 
enable them to endure all the trials to wliich they 
may yet be exposed in this Province.” 

Tlie whole nevertheless humbly submitted. 

By order of the Committee, 

T. A. YOUNG, 

Secretary. 

The Commissioners having investigated and re- 
ported upon the matters referred to them. Sir Chas. 

Urey took his departure for England, tfo New York 

r"n Sir George Gipps and Mr! 

Elliott following him jn February by the same route. 

^ gentlemen, which did not appear 

publicly until after they were laid before the Impe- 
rial Parliament, were elaborate and comprehensive 
but too voluminous,, although properly belonging to’ 
the history of Lower Canada, for a place in the Jre- 
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Chap sent work, or in the appendix to it, constituting, as 
xxxvni they do, a considerable volume of themselves. 

— r Accounts reached the Province towards the middle 

of April, that Lower Canada affairs had been brought 
UD in the House of Commons by Lord John Russell, 
and that certain resolutions had been adopted by a 
large majority with res pect to them. These pio- 

» The following Members spoke iu the debate of the 6th f 
Marel, on Lord John Russell’s 
^7'_Lord John Russell— Mr. Robinson— Mi^ 

Polonel ThompMin— Sir William Moleswortji-Sir Geo. Grey- 
s' LeldlrZ moved an amendment-Mr. Roebuck, twice-aod 

Mr. Hume. 

RESOLUTIONS ON CANADA AFFAIRS. 

^th March, 1836. 

“ 1 That since the 31st day of October, in the year 1832, no pro- 
vision has been made by^tlm Legislature o t^ ^^^ 
Lower Canada for defraying tlie charges of the 
lustice and for the support of the civil government within the 
Province- and that there will, on the 10th day of Apnl now 

is, C, 4ul™lfor 1. 5.110.. 

coSplTaL with ms Majesty’s eon^ands »^eom^ 
attention of the House of Assembly thereof, the estim^ 

nresent vcar and also the accounts, shewing the arre^ uue “ 
Respect Z cTvil government, and the said 

Majesty’s confidence, that they would accede ^r- 

whichie had been oomm^ded to nccessa^ 

rears due on account of public service, and for the funUs nccessa y 
to carry on the civil government of the Prownce. , q . 

“ 3.^at the said House of Assembly, on the S';d day of Octote^ 
1836, bv an Address to the Governor of tlie said Pi . ’ . j 
to vote a supply for tlie purpose aforesaid, and b> 

Lis after Zm.ig to a/ormer Address of the said House to the 
Govenior of the said Province, declared that *®J“^"coulicil, 
sisted, amongst other things, in the demand of an 
and in demanding the repeal of a certtun *‘®‘ P“^®^ ^ A,„^can 
ment of the United Kingdom in favour of the N^oith Aim 
S Company ; and by the said Address the said ^ouse of A^effl 
bly fui-theJ^ adverted to the demand iiiade by that H'>“^e ® 

exercise of its over all Ae branches of t.g 

and by the said Address the said House of Ass ? 
dared, that it was incumbent on them in the pres j 
to adjourn their deliberations until bis Majesty s government, by 



cluced great excitement and agitation, the papers in ohap 
the interest of the agitators, or “patriots,” m, not^-ra 
to seem fs^tidious, we shall hereafter term them,''"^ 
eeming with the most bitter invective’ against the 
Minister and his supporters.* 

eonfnrmrfr'Y >e“de'’>ng the second branch of the Legislature 
conformable to the wishes and wants of the people have ernt’ 

justice and reform, and created a con- 
fidence which alone could crown it with success. 

Canada,itisunadvis- 

Wlv\ t Province an elective 

imr t ; iw ‘ thut measures be adopted for seeur- 

Sent >> Legislature a greater decree ofpubUe 

edUed V 

♦V. “®.S>’cat pleasure to announce, that the feelins created 

wealthy and populous District, brSi-r john 

J fi^eT not loud but deep' and 

to JnslavfSm^^^^^^ 

u™ already on the alert. Some preliminary 
meetings ^ve, we understand, been held, preparatory to ca'IluJa 
meeting of the nch and independent County of Rich^icu To fhe 

sMta ^ «‘® Hoi Mr. De Ctzch rl 

sides, will belong the honor of being Ihe first to denovnee the 

worAmrs/ma policy of the treachcremi 

„j ^ movement in such a quarter is ominous for the treacherout 
c^mimstrahOH of Lord Gosford. It will, we have no doubt be 
the throughout the Province by similar meetings, and before 

CwX wm toll b If ff"' P®®P'® Lower 

c.mada will tell, both their representatives and their rulers that 

they are not the stuff from which slaves are made. ’ 

suceLtollv uonibatted, and 

fbeto m, .'^^ combatted, the attempts of Dalhousie to pav away 
thill money without the authority of law; those who liave vear 

theBrftirh’p'^r^^^^^^ iuterference of 

theBntish 1 arliament in our internal affairs, will not allow it to 

?hi;^ ‘>^®i,y>”uciples and protests aTe n^ 

sistonu/Ianro so eoii- 
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Chat) A great indignation meeting took place at Si. 

Ours, on the river Richelieu, the 7th May, under 
— ^the Lusmces principally of Doctor WoHred Nelson, 
who resided at St. Denis, near that plaee, and was ex- 
ceedingly zealous and active in promoting the patriotic 
cause, as it was now styled by themselves. Several 
very strong and significant resolutions were passed on 
the occasion. 

“ Twelve hundred persons are said to have been 
present. Seraphin Cherricr, Esq., of St. Denis, pre- 
kded, and J. P. Boucher Belleville, acted as Secre- 
tary Dr. Wolfred Nelson, of St. Denis, and M. b. 
Marchessault, of St. Charles, addressed the meeting 
at great length. The Minerve says, the greatest en- 
thusiasin prevailed. 

“ Besolved— That, we have seen with deep indig- 
nation the Resolutions proposed in the House ot 
Commons on the 6th March last. The necessary 
effect of which will be to deprive us of all security 
for our liberty and for future good government m 
t-liis Province. 

“ That the adoption of the said Resolutions will be 

tolutions to annihilate the last r^inant of 

Colonial Legislatures. A House of Lords, tlie 

ciple of whose Constitution is ^ in 

dorse the determination of the combined enemies of 

the Lower H'ouse, but neither the Resolutions, their au^^^^ 

their supporters, can change the nature of things. V 

^^^R^lfmaV. therefore, order Af* Deputy, 

our puhlie chelt. A second Falstaff. he may say to 

chum-‘Rob me the Exchequer. Hal ! ’-and b,s Deputy sM 

chum may rob it accordiugly : but "I* ^itv A 

plunder. Our rights must not be Yiolatcd n,. 

SowL of indignation must be raised from one J, 

Proyince to the other, against the robbers, and against 

, TV HO PARTAKE OF THE PLUNDER. PonvTVrE— nO 

» Henceforth, THERE MUST BE no peace in the . * gn; 

quarter for the plunderers. Agitate 1 ^ 

Destroy tlie Revenue ; denounce the oppressors. 
lawful when the fundamental liberties are m dang . 
guards die — they never surrender.’ ” 
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a flagrant violation on the part of the Commons and chap 
of the Government that proposed them, of the Capi-xx^vtJi 
tnlation, of the Treaty, and of the Constitutional Acts 
panted to this Province. That these acts and 
treaties, beanng on them reciprocal obligations, to 
wit on onr part affection and obedience, and on the 
prt of Jinpand protection and the security of our 
freedom, will be virtually annulled by a violation of 
contracting parties. 

Ihat under these circumstances, we can only 
look upon the Government which has recourse to in- 
justice, to force and to a violation of the social com- 
pact, as an oppressive power and a government of 
torce, to which the measure of our submission should 
be henceforward measured by our numerical force 
joipd to the sympathy we find in other quarters. 

Ibat the machiavelianism which, since the 
Cession has accompanied all the acts of the Govern- 
ment, the bad faith by which they have hitherto been 
characterized, the weakness shown in every paee of 
“3;® of the Commissioners, and in the speeches 

of Ministers, who do not blush to allege our division 
and small numbers as reasons for refiising us jus- 
tice, inspire us only with the profoundest dismist 
and most marked contempt for men who, governin<r 
one of the most powerful and noble countries of the 

administration.” 

Ihat the people of this country have long and 
vainly waited for justice, first from the Colonial 
Administration and afterwards from the Metropo- 
litan Government, that during 30 years if fear has 
broken some of our chains, the inordinate love of 
power has forged for us others still more heavv.— 

I he high idea we had formed of the honor and jus- 
tice of the Enghsh people led us to hoiie that the 
representative branch of the Parliament would af- 
ford more remedy to our grievances. This last hope 
havmg failed us we renounce for ever the idea of 
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Chap seeking for justice Ijeyond the seas, aud at length 

we perceive how much the country has been abused 
ialse promises, which induced us to fight against a 
people who offered us liberty and equal rights, and 
to side with a people who are striving to enslave u^3. 
Sad experience leads us to acknowledge that on the 
other side of the line 45, are to be found our natural 

friends and allie s. - , -n i- * r 

“ That we deny the right of the Parhainent ot 
England to legislate for the internal affairs of this 
colony, against our consent and without our partici- 
pation and our demand, since the non-exercise ot 
this rie:ht was guaranteed to us by the Constitution 
and acknowledged by the Metropolitan comitry, 
when they feared we should accept the offers of liberty 
and independence held out to us by the neighbour- 
ing Republic. That in consequence we consider as 
null and void the Tenures Act, the Canada Trade 
Act, and the Act by which the Land Company is 
incorporated; and the Act which will no doubt be 
founded upon the Resolutions brought forward in the 

Commons. •, i c 

“ That we will abstain as much possible from 
using and consuming imported articles, especi y 
those which pay the highest duties, such as tea, to- 
bacco, wine, rum, &c., and will use and consume m 
preference productions manufactured in this co onj* 
That we shall consider him to deserve well ot ms 
country who shall establish manufactories of clotn, 
linen, sugar, spirits, &c. T^^at considering the ans 
of trade as of no effect, we look upon the trade usu- 
ally designated contraband (smuggling) to be per- 
fectly fair — we regard this traffic as perfectly honora 
ble, and will do all we can to favour it,— support those 
who pui'sue it as deserving well of their country , an 
will hold those to be infamous who may inform against 

them. ~ • 

“ That to render these resolutions more ehectnc 
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tins assembly 13 of ojnnion that a patriotic as- cban 
sociation slioultl be formed in the country, the centre S„ 
to be at Quebec or at Montreal, the end of which — ^ 
should be to agree to consume, as far as possible, 
only articles manufactured in the country, or imnort- 
ed without paying the duties. That for this purpose 
a Committee of ten members be formed to communi- 
cate with similar Committees which may be named 
in other counties, and with power to add to their 
number. That Messrs. Boucher Belleville, J. B E 
Boucher, 01. Chamard, J. E. Mignault, F. X. 
Poitevin, Ls. Moger, Dr. Dorion, Capt. Beaulac, Ls. 
Chappedelame and Moyse Duplessis do form the 
Coinnuttee ; that they have also the power to choose 
Jrom amongst them two persons, to represent this 
county in a convention which it is intended shaU 
assemble. ’ 

“ That in order to effect more speedily the regen- 
eration of this country, it is desirable, after the man- 
ner of Beland, that we should all rally round one 
mam That man, like O’Connell, has been stamped 
by God to be a Political Chief, the regenerator of 
a nation; he has been endowed for this purpose 
w'lth a force of mind and eloquence not to be sur- 
jiasscd ; a haired of oppression, a love of his country 
that neither promises nor threats can shake. That 
this man already pointed out by the country is L. J. 
lAPlNEAU. This assembly considering also the hap- 
py effects which have arisen in Ireland from the con- 
tribution called thG O' CmneU Trihuie, is of opinion 
that a similar contribution ought to be made in this 
country, under the name of the Fapine.au Tribule. 

The Committee of the Anti-importation Association 
will be charged with raising the same. 

_ ‘ That this assembly cannot separate without offer- 
ing our sincere thanks to the speakers, few, indeed 
111 number but zealous and able, who have upheld 
our rights in the House of Commons, as well as to 
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Chap, the honest and virtuous men who have voted with 
XXXVIII That the working men of London who, in the 

spirit of liberty and justice, worthy of a free people, 
have presented a petition to the House of Commons 
in favour of this unhappy country, are equally en- 
titled to our deepest acknowledgments. 1 hat our 
friends and brethren of the Political Union of Tor- 
onto are also entitled to our thanks for the sympathy 
they have shewn towards us in the resolution passed 
by them on the 17th April, against the coercive mea- 
sures of the Ministers. , . . 

“ That this assembly is firmly of opinion that, in 
the event of a General Election with which the 
is threatened at the instigation of perverse and weak 
men, as ignorant of public opinion at tlie piesen 
crisis, as they are destitute of influenee, the electors 
will show their gratitude to their faithful represen- 
tatives in again electing them, and in rejecting t ose 
who have forfeited their words, forgotten their duty, 
and who have betrayed their country either by 
ranging themselves on the side of our adversanes or 
by cowardly absence when the couiitry expect^ 
from them an honest expression of their opinions. 

Various other meetings took place shortly alter 
this at different places in the district of Montreal, 
Mr. Papineau attending as chief actor, being escor e 
from parish to parish with great parade, by rnu i 
tildes on horseback and in caleches. The resol u ions 
adopted were similar to those of St. 
ings of the same character took place in Quebec, 
the resolutions passed thereat, though seditious, ^^c^e 
less violent than those generally adopted througtiou 
the district of Montreal. 

These extraordinary doings, under the diiec i 
of a Central Committee” avowedly revolutionap’, 
at length compelled Lord Gosford to measuies o 
staying them. He accordingly issued, on t e 
of June, a proclamation, as follows : — 




357 






'rtky ofafejfc 
e House ofC« 
ntij, areei|i!r 
ledgments. 1 
litical Tiling! 
mb fertile^ 
theresoluDu 



ilyofi_ 
ritlivlilclitiM 
ofperveseai 
inion atkJ 



eiri 



in 



r coddHt fli 
ofoural^fJ* 
ke coDDtiJ^ 
lol 
tP 



,atparaof*i!' 
b. 
of St- 



iffib 

)rdto®^"- 

issued 

fs'r 



certain of His Majesty’s subjects, in chap, 
aifterent parts of this Province, have recently held xxxvm 
Public Meetings, and thereat adopted Resolutions 
having for their object the resistance of the lawful ' 
authority of the King and Parliament, and the sub- 
version of the laws, on the observance of which the 
welfare and happiness of all His Majesty’s subjects, 
under Divine Providence, chiefly depend; And 
whereas at such meetings evil disposed and design- 
ing men, the instigatoi-s thereof, have by artifice 
and misrepresentation endeavoured to spread abroad 
statements and opinions, inconsistent with loyal 
duty^ to His Majesty and to His Parliament, and 
tending to persuade His Majesty’s subjects that they 
are absolved from their allegiance, that they can no 
longer depend on the Parent State for Justice and 
Protection, and that they must seek for the same, 
when a convenient opportunity oflei-s, by other 
means : — 

“ And whereas it is both my resolution and my 
duty to maintain and defend to the utmost, against 
all such unlawful proceedings and attempts, the un- 
doubted prerogatives and powers of His Majesty and 
of His Parliament, in order to maintain and secure 
the Institutions both Civil and Religious of His Ca- 
nadian subjects, and to preserve peace and good 
government in this Province : — 

“ And whereas upon these occasions aforesaid, 
representations have knowingly been made entirely 
devoid of truth, for the purpose of inducing His 
Majesty’s subjects to swerve from their allegiance, 
and of producing a belief that the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom has violated, or intends to violate 
the just rights and privileges of His Majesty’s sub- 
jects in this Province, and is about to adopt oppres- 
sive measures towards them : — 



' Being desirous of undeceiving such 



as may 



unwarily have been led to rely upon such untrue 
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Chap, and mischievous representations it has become my 
xxxviuduly, as the Representative of His Majesty, to ao- 
dress myself most earnestly to the people of this 
Province, in the confidence that they will listen to 
the language of reason, respect unanimously those 
precepts of just subordination inculcated by the Laws 
of this their country, and by no act of reckless in- 
discretion, either compromise their present happi- 
ness and future prosperity, or permit those perma- 
nent interests to be compromised by others. 

“ I do therefore, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of His Majesty’s Executive Council of this Pro- 
vince, hereby most solemnly exhort all the subjects 
of His Majesty in this Province to unite in 
the cause of peace and good order, to discon- 
tinue all writings of an exciting and seditious 
tendency, and to eschew all meetings of a dan- 
serous or equivocal character ; and I do hereby 
enjoin and strictly command all Magistrates in and 
throughout the Province, all Officers of Militia, Peace 
Officers and others His Majesty’s good subjects 
therein, to oppose and frustrate the insidious designs 
adverted to in this Proclamation, and to preserve by 
their loyal co-operation, the vigour and inviolability 
of the Laws, on which their religion and future hap- 

pincss depend. t ,, * • 

This did not, however, stop the anti-coercion 
(as they were now termed) pubhc meetings, which 
were continued with more fervour and violence o 
language than before,— “ Vive Fapinean! vive la 
lihdie ! point de despotisme-^ has la proclamation! 
hurra for those English loho are our friends! downmtti 
those ivho ivould injure usj^^ &c., being 

cries at those revolutionary assemblages, held tor the 

most part on Sundays, at the doors of the pans 
churches, at the issue of Divine Service in the tore- 
noon. At these meetings, at which flags with mo - 
toes and emblems, expressive of the treasonable pur 
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poses of the leading “patriots” were exhibited, the cha« 
British Government was unsparingly execrated, andxxxvni 
the ministers of His Majesty denounced as robbers 
and swindlers, destitute alike of wisdom and of honor, 
and the people told that they had no alternative to 
rescue themselves from degradation and servitude to 

r A* ° strength and the patriotism 

01 the Assembly. The proclamation was treated with 
great indignity, and by none more so than bv Mr. 

apineau, who, in all his public harangues to the 
multitudes collected to receive him in his tournee 

rough the rural parishes in the Upper District, did 
not fail to speak of it in terms of the uttermost con- 
tempt, and accordingly wheresoever it was in anv of 
those parishes posted up, it was torn down without 
^ruple as an insult upon the public feeling. Mr. 
-rapineau extended his peregrinations, in June and 
July, to Quebec find the lower parts of that district 
to Kamouraska inclusively, where, however welcome 
at some places (St. Thomas and L’Islet for instance) * 
he was not generally so well received as he had been 
in the upper parts. 

“We learn, (says the Vindicator,) with much 
satisfaction from the Liberal] of Saturday that the 

• “It gives U3 great pleasure to lcmu;that the Hon. Mr. Papin-eah 
e^cneneed the most cordial reception on his arrival to attend the 

be tTue^e: about 

DCIOTV yuebec. The people turned out in large numbers not 

with colors nor flags, but with something more significant-wWi 
muskets. We are happy to leai-n that the people are Zs eiSb? 
iting a proper sense of their situation. From England they have 
nothing to expect but insult and robbery.”- FinJator. ^ 

Mr Speaker Papineau arrived in town on Saturday, from the 

hir^Hf^wenV““ and proceeds to Montreal this even- 

mg. He went no further than Kamouraska, and has been at St 

sSr3 theweek. Notwithstanding that two 

since he has bfeu in this 
1« f tW nf ““ othCT invitation to any agitation meeting 

but that of St. Thomas. Thirteen partial meetings out of 46 
electoral divisions, have now taken Quebec Gazette. 

t An agitation paper then recently issued at Quebec. 
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Chap patriotic Inhabitants of the County of Saguenay 
^vnirnet at Malbaie, on the 25th ult., and passed a senes 
*r;rrof resolutions expressive of the strong disapproba- 
tion these good people entertain against the KusseU 
atrocity. Major Louis Tremblay presided. Captain 
Thos Simard was Vice President. Messrs. Gauvreau 

andTreinblay, N.P., acted as Secretaries.* 

‘‘It is,” observes the Vindicator^ “determined 
upon, we understand, by the people of the counties 
L’Assomption and Laclienaie, who formerly loimed 
but one county (Leinster,) to meet together, this 
year. They are but waiting the arnval ot the Hon. 
Mr. Papineau, whose presence they desire. 

“ A deputation arrived in town yesterday from the 
county of Laprairie to invite the Hon. Speyer to 
attend a meeting of that county. The Hon. Gentle- 
man not being in town, we are not able to say on what 
day the meeting of that populous county will take 

^^^The meeting of L’Acadie county, ivhich was 
fixed for the 16th, is postponed for the present for a 

similar reason. . . , . 

“ Three counties are now waiting the return oi 
the Hon. Mr. Papineau fi-om Quebec. This is a con- 
vincing proof of the falsehood of those enemies ot 
Canadian Rights, who would have the people beheve 
that this ffreat man’s popularities are , 

“ It is stated in the Herald of Thursday, July loth, 
that the loyal inhabitants of St. Eustache are about to 
forward a petition to His Excellency the Governor- 
in-Chief, for protection from the outrages with wtuca 
they are threatened by the agitators ; and that out- 
rages still continue to be perpetrated m that part o 
th? country. It is reported that even the Priest ot 

* It seems that Messrs. Lafontaine and Girouard who had dot 
ed Murray Bay and North Shore below Quebec, in 
with Mr. rapineauon the South Shore, were among them. 
Mercury. 
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unanimously adopted, the Hon, Peter McSiUo^''® 

3:^’.'U‘ SSL”W’ o?Se- 

Clfairman, who acc°ordb.ri?°w-fJ^''°T 

called upon to preside. °]ules QucSZTs T 

Keury, Esquires, were named Vice President^' 

record the proceedings of the meEgll! 

House of AssemX^of f 

.heP.o™ce, .he;“S"i,°:rT'r 
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Ch.p resolutions proposed by His Majesty's Ministers, 
ixxvniand adopted by the Imperial Parliament. 

— ^ “ Revived , — ^That this meeting disappioves d the 

outrageous proceedings of the majority of the House 
of Asfembly^ in its formal refusal to proceed with the 
public business, in its declared determination not to 
lo-operate with the Government and its resolution 
to foUow the line of politics which it has adopted; 
and that these proceedings are the cause ot the 
greatest evils to the Province in general, ruinous to 
the commerce of the country, and destructive of the 
industrious and the agricultural classes. 

Resolved,— That this meeting cannot express m 
language sufficiently strong, their de^station of the 
imLS and disorganizing measures 
and of the resolutions adopted at the meetings 
cently held in dilferent parts of this Province ; and 
that ^his assembly disapproves of them 
opposed to the sentiments of fidelity to &s Majesty, 
aSS of devotion to his Government, entertoined by 
his loyal Canadian subjects throughout the 

“ Resolved,— That this meeting is strongly con- 
vinced that the real and 

His Majesty’s subjects in I^wer Canada will y 
redressed by His Majesty s 
continuation of the connexion of l^wer 
the Mother Country is essentiallv ‘ ^ 

prosperity and advancement of this Proyinc , 

that all attempts to disturb that connexion, an 
produce a dismemberment of the empne, J 

Contrary to the opinion of this mee mg, ^d ab^ 
lutely opposed to its desires as well as to it 

Great Lotal Meeting” a^d demonstration 
took place, in like manner, also at Que j 

31st o^f July, at which several 
walking in procession, preceded by a band 
through the city to the Esplanade, with flag 
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banners, bearing mottoes and emblems significant of chan 

here to their alf ‘ the people to ad- xxxrSi 

Here to their allegiance and tliP .1 . 



of the 



here to their allegiance*™^ s ^ 

l^ru,sh Crown A small press, mounte3 Z a car- 
jage, attended by a body of printers, accompanied 
he piocession, giving out, as it proceeded tlu-ouo-h 

THE i.oTAL Printers of Quebec,” an impression 
whereof is inserted below * On arriving -it KT 
p anade, John William Woolsey, Esq,“one of Ae 
oldest, and most respectable inhabitants of Quebec 
id formerly an eminent merchant, but then retired’ 
from business w^ called upon t’o preside at the 
meeting Joseph Deblois and Pierre Pelletier Esqs 

fr.llnwr’ ^ Prevost, Secretaries. The 
ng lesolntio ns were unanimously adopted : 

* TO THE PUBLIC. ^ ^ ' 

H3SMSas=i?.-= 

^ personal aggrandizement, seek to disturb the neace of 
privileges of the inightj engine they wield. Yet they know waI? 

ItvT xmder whose protection we 
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“ Resoloed , — ^That we have observed with deep 
regret the attempts which have been made at 
mfetin-s recently held in different parts in this Pro- 
vince to disseminate disrespect for the public au- 
thorises and disaffection towards the British Gov- 
ernment and Parliament, and to excite to the viola- 

lion of tlic laws# ^ . 1 

“ That whatever differences of opinion may have 
prevailed in the Province with regard to its public 
Lncerns, the inhabitants thereof have hitherto mam- 
Sed a distinguished character lor f<lel‘ty to the 
Sovereign, a love of public order, and obedicnee to 
lawful authority ; and fliat it is our duty and deteruun. 
ation still to maintain this character, andiesisttothe 
utmost all acts or attempts contrary to the 
which is due to the British Crown or against the 
public peace, or in violation of the law. 

^ “ That we feel the entire conviction that the pre- 
sent unfortunate condition of public affairs in this 
Pi-ovince ism great part owing to the misunderstand- 
ings and dissensions w hich hgve prevailed in the 

Whilst we ‘fcarOoxl, 

obey this injunction by o tJuxh reason and justice, 

which we take is — 

“PRO REOE, — LE&E, — ET GREGE. 

“fob the SOVEEEIGN,— the LAW,— AND THE PEOPLE. 

“In maintaining the rights of 

we will ‘ nothing extenuate srt dow ^ght m 
spirit do those who now address you mc.in 

labours. ^ i vv 

« We are, respected PubUc, 

“Your faithful servants, 

“THE LOYAL PRINTERS 
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vin'?-o . amongst the inhabitants of the Pro- chap, 

these t feraedy is to be found in avoiding xxxvni 

t ese misunderstandings and dissensions for the fu- 

X government of 

‘ lhat It IS equally the duty and interest of the 
Government and the subject, of the colony to co! 
operate in the remedy of all abuses whiclfmay be 

perhi of Pm P’- 

and all ela* ™ay be effectually promoted, 

nd all closes of the inhabitants be maimained in 

t^ev fP peculiar privileges which 

f to which they are legally entitled, 
dm. h circumstances it is our 

tliaf it^Zv f u Majesty’s Government, 

S ff ^ ^ fidelity to the Crown 

and affectionate attachment to the connexion sub- 

dfn ff P '"‘"'ll ‘‘‘nd the United King- 

don of Great Britain and Ireland. ^ 

an humble Address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor in Chief, embodying those 

Zm toTr that he would transmit the 

Ji's ^fty’s Government in England, 
ihat the chairman, vice chairman, movers 
end seconders, with the following gentlemen be 
a committee to prepare and pres°enf the said 

An Address, in conformity to these resolutions 
was presented to the Governor in Chief on the 2nd 

folloZr.’J'veTt;!.'' ““ '■«“n>e'l the 

“ Gentlemen,— I shall have much pleasure in 
transmitting as you request, to Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment in England, the Address which you Lve just 
presented to me for that purpose, and^ I feel con- 
\inced that Her Majesty will receive with entire 
satisfaction the assurance of fidelity to the Crown of 
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Chap obedience to the laws, and affectionate attachment to 
xxxvuithe connexion between this Province and the Lnited 



LU UlU CUllllCAlWll T T . , 1 ^11 

'"Kinffdom, which so numerous and highly respectable 
1837. . r tbp fitv and *vicinasre 



a portion of the inhabitants of the city and ^vicinage 
of Quebec have thus come forward to tender. Ihese 
assurances, in conjunction with that union of loyalty 
and pubhc spirit which has so recently been niam- 
fcsted in this town, cannot fail to prove peculiarly 
acceptable at a time when the most artful and insi- 
dious attempts have been resorted to, to (lisseminate 
doctrines at variance with morality and justice, and 
tending to the overthrow and violation ol those laws 
and institutions which liecure to the ^yhole body ot 
Her Majesty’s Canadian subjects the rights and im- 
munities they now enjoy. 

‘‘ While I deeply regret these attempts, and wbile 
my earnest endeavours shall be directed to avert the 
calamities they are calculated to produce, I can as 
sure you that I shall not cease to adhere to those 
principles which I have ever held, and shall a ways 
be ready and anxious, while I fill the high situation 
confided to me by our Gracious Sovereign, to co 
operate in the remedy of abuses, in promoting e 
welfare and happiness of this Province, and 
taining all classes of its inhabitants in the lu an 
peaceful enjoyment of equal rights. 

^‘Castle of St. Lewis, 

Quebec, 7 th August, 1837 .” 

The official account of the death of Ills Majesty 
King William the Fourth, (which had occurred on 
the 20th of June,) reached Quebec on the day (dis 
July) on which the procession just mentioned too 
place. The intelligence was aiinounced at ton 
o’clock in the afternoon by the firing of sixty 
guns from the Citadel, the royal standard o g 
half-mast high from the Citadel flag-staff. 

On the following day (1st August) the Gover 
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General and Members of the Executive Council as- ^ 

nrlir ^ and took the oaths xSX 

1 escribed bj law. Orders were at the same time — > — 

given for proclaiming Her present Majesty, Queen 
Victoiia, with the usual formalities. 

A public meeting of the citizens of Quebec took 
place soon after this, at which it was resolved, that 
an Address of condolence and sympathy with Her 
Majesty on the decease of Her predecessor, the late 
01 congratulation upon her own advent to 
ttie throne of her ancestors, should be prepared. It 
was numerously signed, and transmitted, through the 
Governor in Chief, to Her Majesty, being as foflows ; 

“ TO THE queer’s MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY : 

“ Most Gracious Sovereign, 

• ^Vajesty’s most dutiful and loyal sub- 

jects, the Ckrgy, the Magistrates, and Inhabitants of 
the City of Quebec, and its vicinity, in your Province 
ot Lower Canada, most humbly beg leave to offer to 
your Majesty our sincere condolence and sympathy 
on the mournful occasion of the decease of your Ma- 

jesty s Royal predecessor, King William the Fourth, 
ot blessed memoiy. ^ 

“ distant from that portion of the Empire, 

over which His late Majesty more immediately reigned 
the virtues and benignity of his disposition, and his 
unceasing anxiety for the honour, welfare and hap- 
piness of all classes of his subjects, were no where 
better known and felt than in these colonies. 

As inhabitants of a celebrated port and citadel, 

justly deemed the key of the Canadian Provinces 
we cannot but consider it a happy coincidence, that 
this city has not only been honored by the presence 

Uncle, as one of the scenes 
ot his early patriotic exertions in the naval service of 
his country but also subsequently, by tlie residence 
of your Majesty’s Royal Father, Prince Edward 
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Chap. Duke of Kent, while serving as an officer in the army 
ixxvniQf Qj-gat Britain, and in command of the royal forces 

in this garrison. , 

“Your Majesty’s faithful subjects m these Pro- 
vinces have ever maintained their loyalty unim- 
peached ; and have proved, by their readiness to de- 
fend their country in the hour of danger, that they 
justly appreciate all the blessings they enjoy under 
the paternal rule of the illustrious House of Biuns- 

wick. . ,, 

“We, therefore, most humbly and respectfully 
entreat your Majesty to accept our most cordial con- 
gratulations on your Majesty’s happy accession to 
the Throne of your ancestors, assuring your Majesty 
of die loyalty of these populous Provinces, and of the 
peculiar and heartfelt satisfaction with which the 
commencement of your Majesty’s reign has been 
hailed by all classes of the people. 

“We beseech Almighty God to preserve your 
Majesty’s valuable life ; to bless the Empire, to which 
it is our pride to belong, with peace and prosperity, 
and to vouchsafe that your Majesty may long live to 
reign over a free and contented people, the grace, 
ornament and example of a British Court.’’ ■ 

A spirit of violence, however, notwithstanding 
those demonstrations of loyalty in the two cities of 
the Province, prevailed from an early period o t e 
present summer, in various parts of the Montreal 
district, manifesting itself, in particular, at St. hus- 
tache, St. Benoit, and other parts in their neighbor- 
hood to the north and westward of Montreal, where 
the British inhabitants were threatened, and injury 
in several instances done to their property, to an 
extent to alarm them for their personal safety, an 
of a character to induce, at length, the 
to issue a proclamation, offering a reward for me 
discovery and conviction of the perpetrators, _u 
without effect, however. In fact, lie arm of the civ 
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power Wixs now, in the disaffection that existed o., 

Fr, o % i“ powerless, no one resident 

coiw''^ nor indeed darino- to 

CO me forward and execute legal process of any des- 

iption, owing to the system of intimidation and 
teironsm that reigned. The conduct and languacre 
of seveial of the magistrates and militia officers at 
the various “ anti-coercion” meetings that werrEl? 
had been so violent and seditious as finally to induce 
the Governor to take notice, and call dme of the 
more conspicuous of them to account. Letters were 
a^ddressed them by His Excellency’s Secretary Z- 
iing explanations of the language imputed to them 
at those meetings, as published hi the pubhc ne v 
papers in their interests. This course was treared 
by those prints as one of “ insolence,” and nearly in 
the saine style by the individuals addressed, moJt of 

s ons tiom the crown as anti-republican, alien to 

? m, h'r trjr i-^Hviduals holding sudi. 

A multitude holding minor offices, such as commis- 

causes in the country parishes, overawed by the spirit 
that surrounded them, were induced to resio-n^ to 
avoid the resentment of their revolutionary neigh- 

The Ami du Peuple, published at xMontreal, on 
the evening of the 31st of October, states, that in 
resolutions passed at Napierville on 
the 29th, a mob, headed by Dr. Cote, had gone to the 
louses of some mihtia officers in the county of 
L Acadie and forced them to resign their commissions. 

Une ot the resolutions is as follows 

thl .■^®^fff‘^>~That all those who wish to live among 

ithout delay, the different commissions which they 
Q’4 



hold under the present Government, and that we 
wm c^sider, asLspected, (reffarderons d’un mauvms 
those who may continue to hold commissions 

under Lord Gosford. • ^ 

“ Several of the officers, it appears, resided in 
consequence: one, Mr. Timoleon Quesnel, is men- 
tioned as having yielded only after threatened vio- 
lence on b> second visit. 

Instances of this description were now very com- 
mon throughout the district of Montreal. 

There were also indications in some parts of t 
District of Quebec of a spirit of violence, but not of 
an extent to create uneasiness. The focus “"d hot- 
bed of this feeling seems to have been at St. Ihomas, 
some thirty miles below Quebec, «« 
of the St. Lawrence, as may be gathered from jhe 
following extracts from a Quebec jwper of July . 

“ We understand that a police officer was sent wi 
warrants from the Police Office of this city on lues- 
day last, to apprehend Dr. **** and two other per- 
sons of St. Thomas, who, in their great zeal to up- 
hold the soyereignty of the people, seized 
ill-treated a loyal habitant who was passmg their 
meeriiig, at wlLi the great Papineau was pres^ 
and had the temerity to shout Five le -'Wb 
I’Anfflais, for which ti4sonable offence he was obliged 
by tlm Dr. and his mobocrat associates to ask paidon. 
Tffie Doctor and one of the persons were arrested, but 
the other was absent and has not yet been taken. 
Sdl was giyen, but the affair is now brought under 
the cognizance of the law, and they will be du y 
proceeded against at the Criminal Term for this dis- 
trict to be held in September next. a-j 

The Old Quebec Gazette has published the amut 
vits of ****** and *»*****, both residing 
in the parish of L’Islet, establishing the cowardJ| 
outrage committed upon them by a pertain 
***** ***** of St. Thomas, one ******* anti 
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one ***** ***** u 1 1 

keepers. These 

former Statement. The offensive words uttered 
]^on Morin, v^ero-ffourra ! pour le Roy Anlilt 
Ny avms^ tmjours bien vecu avec lea ar^lahjt nems 
^jverons toujours hen ensemble:^ And for this exclama- 
t^ion they were pursued by the gallant patriots —who 
had about three hundred assistants reLy to execute 
their orders-were forced to return, and, in feTof 
their lives to apologize for having uttered words so 
*ese lo^'al persons— they were abused 
d ill-treated, and then permitted to proceed.”* 

bv th ”'^***'^ officers who had been cited 

by the Governor to account for their conduct and 

“ anti-coercion” meetings, 

1 Speaker Papineau himself, who held the 
rank of Major, and to whom a letter, copy whereof 
IS given below, was addressed on the suWeet ffis 

™ 

Mr. Papineau was consequently dismissed from the 
mihtia, by a General Order, a few days after the date 

^ mu titude of other militia officers 
were m like manner dismissed shordy after. 

phrenzy, (for such, neither more nor less it 
really was,) instances of the kind need create no surprise. Some of 
those who, in the war of 1812 were among the foremost of tSlv 
patriotic men of that day, in defending their country against foreign 

epoch, the most deepfv 
imbued with this spurious patriotism and revolutionary mania.. ^ ^ 

t “ Castle of St. Lewis, 
“Quebec, I2th Augutt, ISSY.” 

“Sir,-— "nie attention of the Govemor-in-Chief having latelv 
? ■•fPort contained in the Vindicator newspaper 6{ 
the Ibth May last, of the proceedings of a meeting held on the 
previous day at St. Laurent, in which you arc stated to have taken 
an active part, and where resolutions were passed, some of which 
distinctly recommended a violation of the Laws, I am directed bv 
his Excellency to call upon you as one holding a commission in 
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The demise of his late Majesty liad the effect of 
ixx.Mii delaying the measures relating to Canada contetn- 
' — ■ — plated by the home Government, in accordance with 
the resolves of Parliament previously noticed. We 
find the following in the report of parliamentary de- 
bates, that took place with respect to Canada shortly 
after the Queen’s accession ; — 

“ Lord J. Russell observed with respect to the 
resolutions affecting Canada, they had been approved 
of by a large majority of that House, and without any 
dissent in the House of Lords; but, at the same 
time he was very unwilling, at the commencement 
of a new reign— (Cries of ‘ bear, hear,’)— to propo^, 
as almost a single measure, which, although he 
thought it absolutely necessary, was one that bore a 

the militia, to state whether you were present at that meeting, and 
concurred in the resolutions there passed ; and if so, I ain to en- 
quire whether you have any explanation to offer in this matter. 

^ “I have the honor to be, Sir, 

“Your most obedient 
Humble servant, 

“S. Walcott, 

“ Civil Secretary. 

“ The Hon. L. J. Papincau, 

“ Major 3rd Batt. Montreal Militia, 

“ Montreal.” 



The Hon. L. J. Papineau's reply to the above. 

Montreal, l^th August, 1837. 

“Sir,— The pretension of the Governor to interrogate me 
gpecting my conduct at St Laurent on the 15th May ast, is 
impertinence which I repel with contempt and ^lence. 

I. however, take the pen merely to tell the Governor that i is 
false that any of the resolutions adopted at 
county of Montreal, held at St. Laurent on the 15th May 
commend a violation of the laws, as in his ignorance he may oe- 
lieve, or as he, at least, asserts.” 

“Your obedt. servant, 

L. J. Papineau, 



“Samuel Walcott, 

“ Civil Secretary.” 

In the resolutions passed 



at the meeting alluded to, at 



in tne resomuous paescu o-u - ^Uoronfer- 

St Laurent, (county of Montreal,) His Excellency was charac^^^ 
ised as a “traitor” and “hypocrite”— no flattermg epithets certaimy. 



'* hypocrite’ 
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harsh and coercive character. (Hear.) It was a 
Hill that might probably be ultimately necessary, but 
he did not think it was absolutely necessary that 
they should proceed with it during the present ses- 
sion. (Hear ) He hoped the Assembly of Lower 
Canada would be induced to consider seriously the 
resolutions that had been passed by both Houses of 
Parliament, and thence be led to see that the claims 
tney had put forward were incompatible with the 
relations between the colony and the Mother Coun- 

I begged it to be under- 

stood, that he was conceding nothing to the Cana- 
dians, as to their propositions for organic changes ; 
and he trusted that other views would animate the 
Assembly at their next sitting. But the Bill beine 
abandoned for the present, it would be necessary to 

other officers in the colony, to be repaid out of the 
chest of the treasury m Lower Canada, should the 
House ot Assembly not vote the sum itself.” 

Ihe Earl of Gosford having received instructions 
irom the Jilmister, issued his proclamation on the 
u ‘ -■ o 7’ the Provincial Parliament for 

the l»th of August, and the representatives accord- 
ingly met at Quebec on the appointed day. The 
attire, (en etoffe du pays, or homespun) and grotesque 
appearance of several of the more patriotic members 
on their arrival at the seat of government, was the 
subj ect of general remark an d amusement.* The 

*“ A number of Her Majesty’s lieges of this city,— oui'selvcs 
among the number,— are still suffering from '< pains in the sidT’ 
oe^ioned by their eachinatory rawers having been eruelly over- 
rated and vrorked upon yesterday about noon, by a nmnber of 
mdividuals who arrived from Montreal in the steamer Canada. 

Members of the House of Assembly 

to general orders lately 
issued from smuggling head quarters. ^ 

the greatest attention, being unique 
with the exception of a parr of Berlin gloves, viz. : frock coat of 
gramte colored Hoffe du pays ; inexpressibles and vest of the same 
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Chap. Story of this session, if session it can be called, is soon 
xxxvnitold. His Excellency opened the Parliament with 
— ’ — the following speech, the last pronounced from the 
1837. throne to a Lower Canada House of Re- 

presentatives : — 

“ Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
Gentlemen of the jSouse of Assembly, 

In obedience to the Royal commands signified to 
me through the Principal Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, I have convened you at this unusual period 
for the purpose of communicating to you the pro- 
ceedings that since the last Session have taken place 
in the Imperial Parliament, and the resolutions that 
have been therein adopted, on the affairs of this Pro- 
vince. 

‘‘ This course has been prescribed to me in order 
to afford the House of Assembly, before that resolu- 

material, striped blue and white ; straw hat and beef shoes, with 
a pair of home-made socks, completed the outre attire. Mr. 
Rodier, it was remarked, had no shirt on, haying doubtless been 
unable to smuggle or manufacture one.” 

“ Dr. O’Callaghan’s ‘rig out’ was second only to that of Mr. 
Rodier, being complete with the exception of hat, boots, gloves, 
shirt \he had a shirt 1] and spectacles. 

“ Mr. Perrault. — Smalls and waistcoat of the prevailing mate- 
rial; remainder of attire composed of real British duty-pajing 

articles. , i j 

“ Mr. Viger {Beau Viger).— Vest only, as far as we could ascer- 
tain, of etoffeP 

“ Mr. Meilleur. — Same as Mr. Perrault. 

“ Mr. De Witt. — Do do do” 

“ Mr. Cherrier. — Do do do” 

“ Mr. Duvernay. — Do do do” v* * i 

“ Mr. Jobia — Complete with the exception of boots, shirt anu 

A full suit of linsey-woolsey, viz.: grey frockcoat, 
trimmed with black ; unmentionables and vest of the same mat^ 
rial, striped blue and white ; ‘ a shocking bad hat,’ so worn that it 
was impossible to distinguish any traces by which the country m 
which it was manufactured could be ascertained. Dr. Oote stu 
bled upon the block avoided by Mr. Rodier. and sported hose, 
\ shirt, spectacles, shoes, <kc., of vile British manufacture and mate- 

rials. ^ , nr 

“ Mr. Lafontaine. — Same as Beau Viger. — Quebec Mercurg. 
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tion which relates to the pa3TOent of the arrears now 
due for the civil service of this Government shall 
have assumed the binding shape of a law, an oppor- 
timity of reconsidering the course which, for the last 
tour years, they have thought it expedient to pursue 
with respect to the financial difficulties of the Pro- 
vince, and in the earnest hope that by a timely inter- 
vention of this Legislature, the exercise of the power 
intended to be entrusted to the head of the Local 
Government, may be rendered unnecessary — a result 
for the attainnient of which Her Majesty’s Govern- 
m^ent would willingly make every sacrifice, save that 
ot the honor of the Crown and the integrity of the 
Empire. 

Since the receipt of the Instructions, to which 
1 have alluded, the mournful intelligence has reach- 
ed us of the demise of our late deservedly beloved 
Monarch. 

“ Few Kings have reigned more in the affections 
ot their subjects than William IV. The warm and 
lively interest He always took in every matter con- 
nected with the welfare of His Canadian subjects 
cannot fail to increase their feehng of regret for His 
loss. 

‘‘ The accession of our present Gracious Sovereign 
Queen Victoria, to the Throne of the British Empire’ 
has not produced any alteration in the course that 
had been previously prescribed for my adoption. 

‘ The Reports of the Royal Commissioners on the 
several subjects which came under their investi^^ation 
during their stay in Lower Canada, having be^ laid 
before the two Houses of Parliament, a series of re- 
solutions, ten in number, were shortly afterwards 
introduced by Ministers relative to the affairs of this 
Irovince, copies of which I will communicate to you 
in the usual way at the earliest opportunity. 

The principal objects of these resolutions are to 
declare ly-” 




Chap. “1st. That in the existing state of Lower Canada, 
ao^iii it is unadvisable to make the Legislative Council 
— ^ elective, but that it is expedient to adopt measiires 
for securing to that branch of the Legislature a greater 
degree of public confidence. 

“ 2ndly. That while it is expedient to improve the 
composition of the Executive Council, it is unadvisable 
to subject it to the responsibihty demanded by the 
House of Assembly. 

“3rdly. That the legal title of the British American 
Land Company to the land they hold under their 
Charter, and an Act of the Imperial Parliament, ought 
to be maintained inviolate. 

“ 4thly. That as soon as this Legislature shall make 
provision by law for discharging lands from feudal 
dues and services, and for removing any doubts as to 
the incidents of the Tenures of Land in free and com- 
mon soccage, it is expedient to repeal the Canada 
Tenures Act, and the Canada Trade Act, so far as 
the latter relates to the Tenures of Land in tliis Pro- 
vince, saving, nevertheless, to all persons the rights 
vested in them under or by virtue of those Acts. 

“Sthly. That for defraying the arrears due on account 
of the established and customary charges of the Ad- 
ministration of Justice and of the Civil Government 
of the Province, it is expedient that^ after applying 
for that purpose such balance as shouuLon the 10th 
day of April last, be in the hands of the Receiver 
General, arising from the hereditary, territorial and 
casual revenues of the Crowi, the Governor of the 
Province be empowered to issue, out of any other 
monies in the hands of the Receiver General, such 
further sums as shall be necessary to effect the pay 
ment of such arrears and charges up to the lOtJi 
April last. 

“ 6thly. That it is expedient to place at the dis- 
posal of this Legislature the net proceeds of the hery 
ditary, territorial and casual revenues arising within 
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the Pro\in^, in case the said Legislature shall see fit mi 

AdfnhfiLr ?•*'" the charges of thcx^m 

and iin ^ '^'tstice, and for the maintenance — 

and unavoidaWe expenses of certain of the principal 
officers o , he Civil Government of the Province, aS 
Lastly, that it is expedient that the Legislatures 
of Lower and Upper Canada respectively, be author- 
Sustm^t^^ provision for the joint regulation and 
comm^i^Ml ? questions respecting their trade and 
erce, and of other questions wherein they have 
a common interest. ^ 

“ Having thus laid before you an outline of the mea- 

resolutions which were 
passed after full discussion in the House of Commons by 

the House of Peers withoS 
diMsion, I proceed, m obedience to the Koyal Com- 
mands, 'to assure you that it was with the"^ deepest 
regret and reluctance that Her Majesty’s Government 
Srfiam invoking die interference 

dlf i- ? i^’ the pressing difficul- 

ties which other resources had failed to remove in the 
dmimstration of the affairs of the Province. But 
to abstain, as much as possible, from any 
erference which is not imperatively demanded by 
ABn/r® f circumstances. Her Majesty’s 

sint P r not to submit to the pre- 

sent Parliament the Bills to be founded on the resohi- 
tioiisof which I have just spoken. Yetas they cannot 

for fbe V ^ immediate provision 

ment of lb? p^" the debt from the Civif Govern- 
lent of this Province, they have resolved to propose 

be that a vote of credifshould 

BrifirFL^l f fr-n 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

thatiiavebeen 

de since the close of the Session in March, 1836, 
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Chan out of the revenues at the disposal of the Crown, in 
XXXVIII part liquidation ot the large arrears then ^ ue in re 
spect of the civil establishment of the Province, shall, 
as soon as possible, be submitted to you, with every 
explanation that you may desire, pd I can supply. 

I have, likewise, in obedience to the injunctions 1 have 
received, directed that an account of the balance of 
arrears owing on the 10th April last for official sa a- 
ries, and the other ordinary expenditure of the Iwal 
Government, be made and laid before you, with sm 
estimate for the current half year, and in recommen - 
ing as I do most earnestly these matters to your early 
and favorable consideration, I am commanded to 
express to you, at the same time, the anxious hope 
that the Governor of this Province may not be 
compelled to exercise the power -with which the im- 
perial Parliament has declared its intention of mves - 
ing him, in order to discharge the arrears due m 
respect of public services, for the payment of which 
the faith of the Crown has been repeatedly pledge . 
The chief object, therefore , for which you are now called 
together, is to afford you an opportunity by granting 
the requisite supplies of rendering unnecessary, on e 
part of the Imperial Parliament, any further action on 
the 8th of the series of resolutions to which i nave 
alluded ; and it will, I can assure you, be to me a 
matter of unmixed satisfaction,' should you reso ve 
concede to the united voice of the British peop*®> 
expressed through the several branches of 
Legislature, that which you have not thought it expe- 
dient to yield to the solicitation of the Executi 
Gover ament alone. 

Gentlemen oi the Legislative Council, 

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly , 

“ I am further commanded to express to you the 
earnest desire of Her Majesty’s Government to co- 
operate with you in the removal of every obstacle to 
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the benehcial working of tire existing Constitution m. 

cxnerie^^ correction of every defect which time andxxxvtli 

tioSrS "rnd institn- TT— 

tions of the Province, or in the administration of its 

government; and I am, also, to assure you of a 
prompt attention on the part of Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment to every representation which may proceed 
from you, Kudiug to effect i.uproeemeuM Vthi 

s£in °’h“! “ rttoufftlien the connexion sub- 
sisting between Great Britain and Lower Canada, by 
t he pr omgion of Uie welfare and interesp of i 

“ A (■ ft. ® subjects in this Province. 

At the time the summons was issued for assem- 

thaHr^w!! n ^ ‘relieve 

von J J announce to 

lafh ^„c®^cted, those alterations which you may 
ft w resolutions of which I havJspoken^ 

Fv/n. ? ‘^i composition of the 

Executive and Legislative Councils, but the inter- 
ruption occasioned by the demise of His late Majesty 
to he progress of public business in the Imierid 

WeTref T 1 clissolStion, 

liave prevented the xMimsters of the Crown from at 

phtlor"^ Ses^ measures they have in contem- 
p ation riiese measures, therefore, are not forsaken, 

P suspended for a season, and I 

iDpeal S d ’ "" ^rrabled to 

cH? n mtroduced into the two Coun- 

cils, as well as to other salutary arrangements as a 

with which Her Majesty’sGov- 
ernment are disposed to carry into effect tlm inten- 
tions they have expressed on these points. 

Acts havV ° ?"d of the last session, several local 
Acts have expired, and I would suggest for your 
consideration the expediency of renewing suchTf 

^ '^ould moreover 

especia ly invite your attention to the Acts relating 
to the district of St. Francis, the duration of wS 




380 



Chap is limited to the end of the session of the Provincial 
xxxvm Parliament next alter the first of May last. 

— ■ — “ The severe distress which, m consequence ot the 

partial or total tailure of the crops, was experienced 
during the last winter in several parts of the Pro- 
vince, induced- me, upon the urgent representations 
I received on the subject, and in order to avert the 
approaches of famine, to grant out of the public 
funds that succour which the means' of the suttenng 
inhabitants were inadequate to afford. Isor did i 
hesitate, in the pressing emergency “le case, to 
assume this responsibility, encouraged by the hbei- 
ality you have displayed on similar qcc^ions. In 
granting, however, such assistance, security was m 
each ciSe taken for the re-payment of the monies so 
advanced, in the event of your declining to sanction 
the transaction. These advances amount m the 
whole to about £5,600, for which, as well as for the 
sums I issued for the preservation ot the pubhc works 
on the Chambly Canal, and for the maintenance ot 
the quarantine establishment, I trust you will see no 
objection to grant an indemnity, biich of the docu- 
ments and vouchers connected with the several dis- 
bursements as are not already before you, shall be 
submitted to you with as little delay ^ possible. 

“ In conclusion. Gentlemen, I shall repeat my de-. 
termination to adhere to those princiides which 1 lain 
down for my guidance when I first addressed you. 

“ They are calculated, I conscientiously believe, 
to promote the real interests of the cemntry, an o 
secure to all classes of Her Majesty’s Canadian su 
jecls, those rights, privileges and liberties winch the 
.spirit of the constitution was intended to impait, an 
vvhich every friend to that constitution is bound t 
support and maintain.” , i r nf 

L 'Ae Assembly, immediately after the delivery^ 

1 His Excellency’s speech, resolved, on motion ot .m 

Morin, “ to take into consideration the state ot me 
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«tr?l f business, in tlie determination to chap 
sti ike was taken up except the Address, whicli being xaxmi 
agreed upon as follows, was presented on the twenty- — ■ — 
sixth of August, the eighth day after that of the 
opening of the session, to His Excellency: 

“ May it please Your Excellency, 

We, Her Majesty’s fill thful and loyal subjects, the 
Commons of Lower Canada in Provincial piliament 
assmibled, humbly thank your Excellency for your 
Speech from the Ihrone at the opening of the nre- 
^nt session. We assure your Excellency that at 
whatever season we may be called upon to perform 
the duties entiusted to. us by the people of the Pro- 
vince, no personal inconvenience will prevent our 
labouring, as our first and most important occupa- 
tion, to ensure the liberties and happiness of our 
fellow subjects, -to remove the evils which have 
pressed, and stiU continue in a more aggravated form 
to press upon them, and to protect them against the 
system which has corrupted the Provincial Goirn! 
ment, and has beem sufficiently powerful not only to 
cause the Mother Country to refuse all justice to^the 
people with regard to their demands and ours for the 
improvement of their political institutions, and for 

the reform of abuses, but to urge on the hia-hest 
metropolitan authorities from whom we looked for 
justice and protection, to acts of violence, to aviola- 
tion of the most sacred and best established rights of 
the Canadian people and of this Legislature, fnd to 
the destiuction of the very foundations of Govern- 
ment. We are, ffien, bound by our duty, frankly to 
declare to your Excellency, under the solemn cir- 
cumstances in which we are placed, and after full 

wel? ? that since the time when we 

were last called to meet in Provincial Parliament, we 

mI! '"n conduct and proceedings of the 
Metropolitan Government, and of the Colonial Ad- 
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Cbap. ministration towards this country, i^othing which 
Jcxxvni could re-establish in the people the conhdence and 
affection which the long and fatal experience of the 
past has almost destroyed ; but that, on the contrary, 
evea’Y recent event has tended to efface what remained 
of these feelings, and to consolidate, in opposition to 
the liberties, interests and wishes of the people, the 
Colonial Oligarchy factiously combined against them, 
and the hitherto unbridled and uncontrolled sway of 
the Colonial Ministers in Downing Street. 

“ The avowal which it has pleased your Excellency 
to make to us, that the disposition of the authorities 
and of Parliament with regard to us, and the op- 
pressive and unconstitutional measures which have 
been the result, are the consequences of the recom- 
mendations made by certain pretended authorities 
known by the name of the Royal Commissioners, has 
convinced us of the correctness of the opiniom we 
have heretofore expressed with regard to this Com- 
mission, which, constituted and acting under no law, 
and without regard to law, and bound beforehand by 
its instructions to the partial views and narrow policy 
of the British Ministry in the government ot the 
colonies, could not possibly co-operate m doing 
justice to the inhabitants of this Province, and m 
estabhshing their institutions, their liberties and their 
prospects for the future, on the solid basis ot their 
wishes and their wants, as well as on the principles 
of the constitution. We were therefore in nowise 
astonished at discovering in the productions of tins pre- 
tended commission nothing but preconceived opinions, 
prej udices at variance with its mission and its n y , 
ideas of government founded on data utter y 
foreign to the country, or a.t finding it fomenting 
divisions and national distinctions, forgetful o con 
stitutional principles, calumniating the 
representation, and practising deception towards i 
House and towards the people. We are bound espe 
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ttf one essen- chao 

every parST""* ‘=«nfadiction which pervades 
f l.n/ 1 their essence. It is, 

that, while they admit the reality of the greater 
portion of the abuses and grievances of whl-h we 
ave complained, the Commissioners do not recom- 

Th”! destruction of the causes 

which have produced them, but an act of a“^resS 
against this House which has denounced them, and 
absolute destruction of the representative govern- 
rrfent m this Province, by the'^illegal and^iJent 
pohation of the public moneys of the people, by the 
Parliament J wherL h Sthe 

fo Ssift f ^ Country 

to ^sist this House in the entire remoyal of these 

evils, and in rendering their recurrence impossible 

y re-constituting the second branch of the^egisla- 

iZ^ elective principle,— by repeal- 

ng all laws and privileges unjustly obtained^ and bv 

oo”zr?f"Si'T“ •'■i 

control ot this House over the internal affairs of the 
rovince, and over all matters relative to its territory 

over\t^*^W- inhabitants, and more especiauj 

over the public revenue raised therein. ^ ^ 

of tfio remarks will render unnecessary a portion 
of those which we might have been led to make on 
the series of resolutions spoken of by your Excel- 

proposed by Lord John 
Russell one of the Ministers of the Crown were 
adopted by the two Houses of the ParliamentVthe 

S”“eL”fT- T'r"™ “ 

one hand, a formal and total refusal of the reforms 
and improvements demanded by this House and bv 
the people, and on the other, an^buse of S 
of Parliament, for the purpose of destroying tlfe kv^ 
and constitution of this Province by foJee^v Satin " 

ments'l^H sacred an^olemn eng^e- 

ments, and of thereby establishing irremediabTy on 
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Than the ruins of our liberties, and in place of the legiti- 
Siimate, efficient and constitutiona control xvducli 
— ■ — 'this House, and the people through it, have a right 
to exercise over all the branches of the Executive 
Government, corruption and intrigue, the pillage of 
the revenue, and the self-appropriation of the best 
resources of the country by the colonial functionaries 
and their dependants, the domination and ascendancy 
of the few, and the oppression and servitude of the 
mass of the inhabitants of this Province, without dis- 
tinction of class or of origin. ..r n 

“ It is our duty, therefore, to tell the Mother Coun- 
try, that if she carries the spirit of these resolutions 
into effect in the Government of British America, 
and of this Province in particular, her supremacy 
therein will no longer depend upon the feelings of 
affection, of duty and of mutual interest which would 
best secure it, but on physical and material force, 
an element dangerous to the governmg party at 
the same time that it subjects the governed to a 
decree of uncertainty as to then- future existence and 
thlir dearest interests, wliich is scarcely to be found 
under the most absolute governmente of civihzed 
Europe. And we had humbly believed it impossible 
that this state of permanent jeopardy, of hatied an 
of division, could be wittmgly 

land on the American continent; and that the hbe y 
and welfare of every portion of the Empire were t<» 
dear to the independent body of the Enghs i P®°P 
to allow them to prefer maintaining, i" ^ 
functionaries accused by the people of this P > 
the system which has hitherto been its bane. 

“if, even before the opening of the presen 
session, we had been undeceived in this fon P 
by public report, if we had little expectation that a 
sudden change in the councils of the Empire s 
place us at once in possession of the benefits of ^ 
constitutive reforms which we had declared 
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bc„ the It'S*: 

"™^SerSSveraLnt of the Mother Country and 
the colony a just, equitable, and impartial man 
ner adapted to satisfy this House and the people 
Td mS especially to ensure between the severd 
branches of the Legislature that co-operation and 

“ “tSSf S — Cm4 

rwllTourri srt p~Sy 

&s:sr;r — 

pressed upon our country, we have had 
Eoae but ionttitntioual meaus, o" 

approved and best recognized principles. 
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rights of om constituents, and of this House, by the 




cw, British authorities, and by taking on ourselves the 
mn responsibility of the consequences which might re- 
suit from it We leave tliis responsibihty to those 
who have assumed it, and strong in the justice of 
our cause we rely, as we have heretofore done on 
Providence, on the public and private virtues of all 
classes of the people, on their constancy, their per- 
severance, and their attachment to the principles of 
order and liberty which, following thfeir example, we 
have unceasingly striven to maintain. 

“ In thus expressing our wish that a commence- 
ment of reform had tended to re-establish confidence, 
we cannot have been misunderstood as to the motives 
which actuate us. We repeat, nevertheless, that we 
shall regard all administrative measures whatsoeier 
as insufficient permanently and effectively to ensure 
the peace, security and happiness of the I^rovince , 
and that the essential and constitutive reforms which 
we have demanded, and especially the apphcation of 
the elective principle to the Legislative Council, the 
repeal of all undue privileges and moimpohes, and o 
injurious laws passed in England, the free exercise o 
the rights and privileges of this legislature and of his 
House in particular, and the ‘establishment of a p 
pularand responsible government, ^e the only 
by which the advantages herem before mentioned 
can be ensured, or the political connexion wi4 
Great Britain rendered beneficial to the people o 

H^is, therefore, our ardent wish that the reso- 
lutions adopted by the two Houses of 
may be rescinded, as attacking the rights and li^r 
ties of this Province, as being of a nature o p 
petuate bad Government, corruption and abu 
power therein, and as rendering rnore just ^ 
legitimate the disaffection and opposition of the P 
pll If this return by the Government of the Mo her 
Country to what we consider its duty to 




“nJer the Reign ofr^ 

?nabfJ°to?xnT"' i ave^fm 

T cK u P ^ Excellency how warmly — 
we should congratulate ourselves on having persever^ 
ed in claiming justice for the people, notwh^standinir 

public money made to relieve the distres^in 
parts of the Province, and for other purposes will 
form the subject of our deliberations L S^n i dr 
cumstances will permit, and whenever we shall be 
onger prevented from considering them ”* 

Mr. Speaker, and GenUemen of the House of Assembly, 

The Addr^sjvhich you have just presented to 

^ (in committee.) 

to nwtton*oFj^ reflations in amendment 

swer to His ExceliencT^^^^^^^^ 

Par^raph. The Horn memb^er (Mr g FheTmF^-*’^ 

with the Speech te a S^? 

in conformity therewith ^ Committee to prepare an Address 
negatived. Yeas, 16— Hay s%l.” division the resolution was 
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ohao me I shall lose no time in transmitting for the inform- 
xxxvmation of Her Majesty’s Government. I eannot, how- 
— ■ — ever, refrain from expressing the deep concern and 
regret which I experience at learning from it that you 
persist in your determination to deprive the country 
of the benefits of domestic legislatiop, until all the 
demands you have urged shall have been granted- 
demands which it is not in the power of the Execu- 
tive Government to grant, and which on being sub- 
mitted at your request to the judgment of the highest 
authorities of the Empire, they have solemnly de- 
clared it is inexpedient to grant. , 

“The voluntary and continued abandonment ot 
your functions as one branch of the Local Legisla- 
ture, notwithstanding the assurance you have re 
ceived from the high authorities to whom you have 
appealed, that improvements will be m^e m the 
Executive and Legislative Councils, while it daily 
increases the evils under wliich the Province labors, 
is at the same time a virtual annihilation ot the con- 
stitution under which that Legislature derives i 

existence. * 

“ Bein" thus unhappily denied that assistance 

which I had hoped to receive from the representa- 
tives of the people for relieving the country from its 
TKessing difliculties, it only remains for me to assure 
you that I shall exercise, to the best of my judgment, 
the powers vested in me as the Representative o om 
Sovereign, for the preservation of the rights and the 
advancement of the interests ^ and welfare o a 
classes of Her' Majesty’s Canadian subjects. 

He then immediately, after the Members had re- 
tired from his presence, issued a proclamation pro- 
roguing the Parliament, as Lord Dalhonsie, on 
particular occasion, (with respect to the Speakei-sliip,f 
had done, and they met no more. It had beconi 
necessary, owing to the recent demise ot the Orov , 
tlip Members of the Leccislature should, previoi 
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to the opening of the session, lake the oath of alleo'i- 
ance to the new Sovereign. This was spoken of by 
seveial as an unnecessary and idle form that ought'— — 
to be dispensed with; finding it, however, indisSi- 
sable. It was taken reluctantly, and, it is said, not 
without undisguised de<jout by Mr. Speaker Papineau 
and his more enthusiastic followers, and accordingly 
the value they attached to it will shortly be seen. 
Several of them, it is painful to observe, were in open 
insurrection against her authority, and firing upon 
her troops m less than four -months after thus 
solemn^ pledging themselves to their just allegiance 
to the Crown and young Sovereign of England, and 

to ^e maintenance and support of her Government 
in Oanada. 

Upon the demise of the late King, and Her 
Majesty s accession to the Throne, a solemn Te Detmi 
was chauntcd in the Roman Catholic Parish Churches 
tlu-oughout the Province. It was, however, but ill 
received in ^veral of the Parishes in the District of 
Montreal. Pointe aux Trembles, St. Isidore, and 
Vaudrenil, were particularly noticed by the reform 
or patriohc papers for their zeal in disturbing these 
loyal demonstrations of the Clergy in this respect, 
some of whom were threatened with popular violence 
font. It was pretended by the patriots, that this 
pious and loyal act of thanksgiving to the supreme 
Ruler of the Universe, chaunting the Te Denman a 
Roman Catholic Church in honor of Her Majesty’s 
accession, and by the same rule, the offering up of 
F-aycr for the Queen, the Royal family, and the two 
Houses of Parliament, converted the Church into a 
political conventicle. The seditious hypocrites, thus 
pretending to take offence on the score of respect 
for religion and the sanctity of the place, rising from 
their seats, and retiring from the Churches on the 
occasion, were nevertheless themselves, be it ob- 
served, in the constant habit of addressing the 
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. assembled habitants on Sundays at the Church doors 
immediately after Divine Service in the forenoon, 

- — preaching “ noire mtionalite," and vehemently in- 

isat. citing them to treason and insurrection, towards the 
consummation of it, as a duty and a virtue. 

In addition to the loyal movements at Montreal 
and Quebec already noticed, and others in the Tovm- 
ships inhabited by persons of British birth or origin, 
one took place in Glengary, Upper Canada, soon 
after the jworogation, deserving of notice, in wMch 
the loyal Scotch Highlanders, or inhabitants of High- 
land descent, chiefly constituting the population of 
that county, unequivocally expressed themselves, and 
in a manner cheering to their countrymen, and to the 
loyal inhabitants generally in Lower Canada. 

The following are the resolutions passed on the 
occftsion 

Jiesolvedy— That as faithful subjects of Her Ma- 
jesty our most gracious Queen, and bound alike by 
duty and inclination to maintain Her Government in 
and over this portion of her dominions ; we cannot 
but view with extreme concern and regret various 
proceedings, prompted principally by persons con- 
nected with the Legislature in our sister Province, 
intended by their movers, and avowed to be so 
intended, to bring about a revolution in ^^^^c Pro- 
vinces, and if possible, a separation from the Mother 

Courftry. . j • a 

Resolved ^ — ^That while we disclaim any desire to 
interfere in the internal affairs of our sister Province, 
we cannot be insensible that the interests of 
and Lower Canada are inseparably connected, ana 
that any violent political struggle or convulsion in 
the one, must necessarily extend to and involve the 
other, and that it, therefore, becomes not only a 
matter of prudence, but of duty on the part ot a 
loyal subjects in this Province, plainly to declare, as 
the county of Glengary now imequivocally does, 
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that every effort on their part will be user! nf oil 

■» fcou„,;„an»SS. 

^ ^ treasonable practices, and to put 

mW 0ri1na“r‘’‘ “ ■!>« i ■“ 

“ ^esoW,— That the recent proceedings of the 
House of Assembly of Lower Canada, and the claims 
and pretensions set forth in the answer of that body 

Chief^ ^ Excellency the Governor in 

Sf ^ opening of the late session, cannot 
tharif7«°th "ipy doubt previously existed, 

of tl ! A determination of the leading Members 

rL* of nothing less than an 

absolute surrender of all control on the part of the 

menf nf'ir* ^"d an abandon- 

ment of the principles on which monarchical institu- 
tions are founded. 

tK That while we anxiously desire that 

the blessings of good government should be enjoyed 
y a,ll classes of our fellow subjects, and to that end 
would rejoice at the removal of any well grounded 
cause of complaint, we can perceive but little reason 
diat any change for the better can proceed 
from or be brought about by men, who, professing 
the strongest attachment to the interests of the people 

d irfh’ Prov^ncL, 

that they are influenced by considerations wholly 

apart from the public welfare, and who, disregarding 
the solemn obligations of an oath of allemance^ 
strive, by every means within their reach, to create 
discontent and disloyalty, and to overturn the Govern- 
ment to which they have sworn to be faithful. 

JiesoM, —That whatever evils may exist in the 
Government of these Provinces, and we have yet to 
learn that any form of government is exempt from 
some evils, we arc firmly persuaded that it is the 
anxious desire of the Imperial Government, to adopt 
towards these colonies such a course as shall be best 

r2 
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Chap, calculated to promote the peace, welfare and good 
XXXVIII government oi their inhabitants, and that we are too 
'''■ — ^ sensible of the advantages which we now enjoy, 
under the fostering care of one of the gi-eatest and 
freest nations of the earth, to desire or seek a change 
in our political condition. 

“ Resolved , — That this meeting express in their 
own name, and that of all the loyal inhabitants of 
the county, their utter disgust at the insolent dis- 
regard of the respect due to his station, exhibited to 
His Excellency the Earl of Gosford, by persons 
within his Government, and especially by the Speaker 
of the House of Assembly, from whose high station 
a more discreet and decent' line of conduct might 
reasonably be expected. 

“ Resolved, — ^I'hat an Address, founded on these 
resolutions, be presented to His Excellency Sir 
Francis Bond Head, Lieutenant Governor of this 
Provuice, respccttully praying him to communicate 
the same to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, 
with an expression of the, determination of the loyal 
inhabitants of Glengary, to stand firni by the Throne 
and Altar, and cordially co-operate with him in main- 
taining unsevered the connexion so happily subsist- 
ing between Great Britain and her American colo- 

nies.” . , 

The Constitutional Association of hlontreal issued 
on the 4th of September “ an Address on the Legis- 
lative Union of Upper and Lower Canada,” more 
able and interesting from its statistics than any that 
hitherto had appeared upon the subject.* 

'While, however, the constitutionalists were pre- 
paring for the coming emergency, the work of treason 
was not less actively and ojicnly carried on. A num- 
ber of young sol disani patriots at Montreal associated 
themselves under the title of ‘‘‘‘ fils delaliberte,^^ (Sons 
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o/iiitt-ify,) assembling as a militaiy corps, with fire- ru 

oS .L’a,„h„n&s«5S. 

<!fvlA also a manifesto (imitating, in ^ ^ 

style and pretensions, that of the famous Declaradon 
of American independence) declaratory of the causes 

n^elp^^r^ arming and organization. This 

piece of fimfaronade was pompously displayed in the 
patriotic ^papers with/o»-fy-/i;enamesof those “Sons 

mprph^^7 l^oys, stripUng attornies, and 
erchants clerks,) as the substructure and cornerstone 
of the future Canadian Republic, and the commence- 
ment of a new and glorious era for Canada. “ The 
authority of a parent state over a colony”— says this 
truly mimic dwument, memento of the rage and folly 

® can exist only during the pleasure of the 

olonists ; for the country being established and settled 
by them, belongs to them by right, and may be separ- 
ated from all/^etyw connexion whenever the incon- 
veniences resulting from an Executive power resid- 
ing abroad, ceasing to harmonize with a local lems- 
lature, makes such a step necessary to the inhabitants 
for the pursuit of happiness.” aonanis. 

Again,— “A separation has commenced between 
parties which will never be cemented ; but which will 
go on increasing, until one of those sudden— those un- 
foreseen events that attend the march of time, affords 
us a fit opportunity for assuming our rank among 
the independent sovereignties of America. Twf 
splendid opportunities have been lost. Let us not 
be unprepared for the third. A glorious destiny 
awaits the young men of these colonies. Our fathers' 
have passed a life of vexation in daily strSes 
gainst every degree of despotism. As they fass 
rom the world they leave an inheritance improved 
f sacrifices. To us they commit the 

noble duty of cariying onward their proud designs, 

which in our day must emancipate our beloved coun- 
try tiom all human authority except that of the bold 
democracy residing within its bosom.” 




